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  NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. Executive Council
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New Executive Council
         At the NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. AGM held on 18 and 19 May 2023, new members of NSWAA Executive Council 

were elected by our members. We would like to introduce our new Executive Council for 2023 as follows:
Neil Bingley – President – neil.bingley@nswaa.com.au

Matthew Skinner – Vice President – matthew.skinner@nswaa.com.au
Ray Hull – Executive Councillor – ray.hull@nswaa.com.au

Zac Alcock – Executive Councillor – zac.alcock@nswaa.com.au
Sam Lockwood - Executive Councillor - sam.lockwood@nswaa.com.au

Executive Portfolios
Australia’s Honeybee News - Neil Bingley

Biosecurity - Matthew Skinner
Conference - All

Finances - Sam Lockwood
Honeyland - Ray Hull

Resourses - Zac Alcock
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APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231

What a busy few months it has been! I trust everyone had 
a great Easter.

Since our AGM and Conference was held last week, I 
would like to thank everybody who attended and enjoyed 
a great conference. Many people have come up to me 
or called me and were very impressed with this year’s 
conference and speaker presentations. This I can not take 
all the credit for, and I must thank Elizabeth Frost for 
helping with contacts for speakers, Doug Somerville for 
giving valuable feed back when needed. Lastly a huge 
thank you to Candice for a massive effort in getting all 
the invites out and organising speakers to be here for us.

What an information overload this year’s conference was! 
Yes, it was centred around Varroa Destructor but isn’t that 
our biggest issue at the moment? Dr Samuel Ramsey was 
a highlight and gave us plenty to think about. Jesus! And 
I could continue the list on and still miss someone. The 
dinner’s entertainment, Darren Carr, was a laugh, overall, 
everyone got something out of the conference.

Ray Hull is a true champion. Cutting his 40-year-old 
mullet off to raise funds for Beyond Blue was a highlight 
of the dinner. The hair cut does suit him though and 
if Dwayne had his way he may have shaved Ray in 
more areas, than he wanted! Thank you, Ray, for your 
commitment to helping Mental Health.

The Trade Show was a great success and a huge thank 
you goes to Therese Kershaw for her effort in organising 
and making sure it all came together. Thank you goes 
also to the partners and sponsors of the conference; you 
really are appreciated.

On to other things that happened over past few months.

The weather has been good to most of us, but Winter has 
really come. From snow around Bathurst to good sunny 
days in the north. Hopefully we will have a few good 
seasons coming up. 

Honey has been scarce lately as well. There is good 
T-Tree flowering on the coast now but that is typical for 
this time of year. Red box is flowering in patches and a 
few other trees are out of season but are flowering. The 
Green Mallee is already flowering out West, but this is 
also out of season. Mugga is holding good bud.

Varroa incursion is now almost a full year since we have 
had to deal with it. How much is the cost to our industry, 
how much does the Apiary Industry have to repay, are the 
recreational beekeepers going to help repay this money 
after they were re-imbursed? These are just some of the 
questions I could not get answered by AHBIC or DPI. 
What about apiary sites in red zones, are these sites going 

to be waivered for beekeepers who are able to use them? 
Hopefully the Apiary Industry is still strong after this is 
finished.

Honeyland was a success again this year. A big thank you 
to Debbie and Mal Porter for the effort they put in each 
year. I would like to thank those that donated honey for 
the Association to sell and those that volunteered as well. 

I would like to thank the Executive Members that I have 
worked with over the past twelve months. I was not 
successful in being re-elected this time. I wish the new 
Executive Committee all the best for the future.

Sticky days ahead!

Steve Fuller
Your Ex-President.

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN CAGES
- Money & Time Saver

- Improves Queen acceptance
- Quick & easy to place in hive

Banking Bars  - Queen Cell Cups
Easy Fit Cell Protectors
Queen Candy

 SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’   Phone: 02 6887 2202   
 MINORE ROAD, MS6   Email: sales@beekeepers.com.au
 DUBBO   NSW   2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS
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 NSWAA 

Honour Roll 2023 
 

Beewise Australia 
 

WFI 
 

Select Harvests Ltd 
 

Nuplas Apiarists Supplies  
 

Steritech Pty Ltd 
 

HiveIQ 
 

Lyson Beekeeping  Supplies 
 

Lockwood Beekeeping       
Supplies  

 

Varroa Easy Check 
 

 Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies  
 

Australian Rainforest Honey 
 

Ecrotek 
 

Dalrymple View  Apiary     
Supplies 

 

Hive & Wellness Australia 
 

HD Process NZ Ltd 
 

AgriFutures Australia 
 

 Working together           
supporting each other 



AUSTRALIA’S NO.1 
BEEKEEPING LOADER|

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader 
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd
Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable 
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800  686 
411 to organise your obligation free demo!

Ability to load the truck from 
one side using telescopic boom
Huge lifting capacity up to 
1500kg 
Park sideways across truck 
Optional air-conditioned cabin
Self Levelling Boom
Prompt delivery Australia wide

All terrain 4wd with 
outstanding stability 
Backed by a Family business for 
over 25 years 
Save time and man power
Easy to access and operate
Over 200 attachments
Easy finance options available

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com | 
www.avantequipment.com




















Compact Articulated Loaders
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DPI SUPPORT ROLES

NSW Department Primary Industries
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

T: 0438 352 744
E: melinda.brown@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Emily Noordyke
Technical Officer - Plan Bee

NSW Department Primary Industries
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421
E: emily.noordyke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

E: kelly.lees@dpi.nsw.gov.au

TECHNICAL OFFICERS
Melinda Brown

Technical Officer - Honey Bees

Bee Program Tocal College
NSW Department Primary Industries

 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421
T: 02 4939 8815

Education Officer Honey Bees

M: 0438 677 195
E: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

EDUCATION
Kelly Lees Currently Hiring

Honey Bee Training 
Coordinator Education

Biosecurity & Food Safety
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

T: 009 299 415
E: mark.page@dpi.nsw.gov.au

 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

NSW Department Primary Industries
Biosecurity & Food Safety

T: 02 4939 8946 F: 02 4939 8950

BIOSECURITY
Mark Page

Bee Biosecurity Officer Surveillance
NSW Department Primary Industries

PMB Yanco NSW 2703
M: 0429 912 478

E: daryl.cooper@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Rod Bourke
Bee Biosecurity Officer

Plant Biosecurity Prevention & Preparedness

T: 02 6640 1618 F: 02 6644 7251

E:stephen.green@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Compliance Officer 
Regulartory Operation Unit-RS Apiaries

Compliance & Integrity Systems
NSW Department Primary Industries

Biosecurity & Food Safety
2198 Irrigation Way East 

Regulartory Officer
Biosecurity Compliance & RS Apiaries

Biosecurity NSW
Trenayr Rd Junction Hill NSW 2460

M: 0438 977 714

Daryl Cooper

BPASS
Nick Geoghegan

Program Coordinator/Apiary Sites/Intensive Livestock
NSW Department Primary Industries
Locked Bag 21 Orange NSW 2800

Niki McHugh

NSW Department Primary Industries

T: +61 2 6391 3669 M: 0407 849 516
E: nick.geoghegan@dpi.nsw.gov.au

COMPLIANCE
Stephen Green

E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Alex Russell
Director Intensive Livestock
Livestock Systems Branch

PO Box 900 Dubbo NSW 2830
NSW Department of Primary Industries Agriculture

T: +61 2 6881 1212 M: 0417 492 614

T: +61 2 4939 8957 M: 0437 731 273
E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

Madlen Kratz
Honey Bee Industry Development Officer

NSW Department Primary Industries
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

T: +61 427 348 521

INTENSIVE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRIES

Elizabeth Frost
Technical Specialist, Bees

NSW Department Primary Industries

E: alex.russell@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Varroa continues to dominate activities.  AHBIC hosted a successful webinar on 11th May to inform industry of 
the response progress.  This was well received with nearly 500 participants on line and further 2,500 views of 
the recording.  Big thank you to Bianca Giggins and the DPI public information team for pulling it together.
April was Bee Pest Blitz month, an initiative of AHBIC and PHA to increase awareness of biosecurity and the 
importance of surveillance.  Whilst rushed this year, the Bee Pest Blitz will continue into the future and will 
expand to include an update of the BeeAware website, videos and more awareness raising activities.

The federal budget was handed down in May with some unwelcomed surprises. In particular, the newly 
announced biosecurity protection levy.  This decision blindsided all ag sectors with no discussion prior to the 
budget being handed down.  The proposed additional levy (0.05 cents/kg honey) will contribute to the pre-
border surveillance activities, things like sniffer dogs, border force activities and the other activities carried out 
by the commonwealth.  AHBIC is still chasing details, but it looks like this new levy will be implemented in 
July 2024.

Varroa Response
Low level detections continue to slowly increase the red zones.  The first round of surveillance is nearly 
completed.  As a result, it is anticipated the detections should slow as they move into the second round of 
surveillance.

Baiting appears to be working across the zones with early efficacy trials showing good results.  The public 
perception of baiting has continued to create angst in the community with misinformation gaining traction 
among the ill-informed.

I travelled to Canberra to attend the CCEPP face to face workshop to work through the response plan.  We 
heard from several presenters that took us on a deep dived on different aspects of the response.  The CCEPP and 
NMG have the response plan V3 before them which if agreed to will carry the response through the 3 years to 
completion.

AgriFutures Levied Industries Forum
Jon Lockwood and I attended the forum in Sydney which was an opportunity to provide feedback to 
AgriFutures and also to learn the breadth of work AgriFutures is involved in.  Tony Mahar, CEO, National 
Farmer Federation provided an update to the forum on their strategic focus and issues they are working on.  
Presenters from a coupe of key AgriFutures projects also presented.  It was a valuable 2 days with many take 
away messages for us.

The Month Ahead
The conference season will see AHBIC representatives at each state conference over the coming months.  I will 
be in attendance Plant Health Australia (PHA) AGM in Sydney with a number of associated meetings around 
the AGM.  I will also be attending a workshop in Dubbo “Agriculture Sector Diesel Transition Forum”.

We also have meetings with the Federal Department of Ag to discuss imported honey, non-prescribed goods 
export and skills training.
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Comprehensive range of quality Beekeeping Equipment

Extractors
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Wax Honey Screw Presses
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Manual & Electric
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The ultimate four compartment
insulated Queen Breeding Hive

visit website for comprehensive details
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NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc 
2023 AGM, Conference & Trade Exhibition 
18 - 19 May 2023 
Penrith Panthers Rugby Leagues Club, Penrith NSW 

 

On Thursday, 18 and Friday, 19 May 2023 NSWAA held our AGM Conference and Trade Exhibition at 
Penrith Panthers Rugby Leagues Club. The event was well attended with over 280 people in attendance 
each day. The Conference featured presentations by 28 speakers, including international speakers 
Dr Samuel Ramsey and David Mendes. The Trade Exhibition sites sold out with 33 Exhibitors eager to 
attend to promote their businesses. We would like to thank our 2023 Partners and Exhibitors for their 
support and urge our members to support those who support us.   
 
This year, the Keith McIlvride Award was presented to Wayne Hammond for his continuous contributions 
to NSWAA over the years, particularly after 40 years of assisting at Honeyland at the Royal Easter Show. 
Raelene Michie was also presented with an award for appreciation of her dedication to NSWAA. 
Congratulations to Wayne and Raelene, your efforts have certainly not gone unnoticed and we appreciate 
everything you have done. 
 
We were fortunate enough to receive many donated items to give as lucky door prizes and also auction 
off at the Annual Conference Dinner on Friday night. Thank you to Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies, Frank 
Malfroy/Beeline Queens and Honey, Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies, Western Plains Branch, Whirrakee 
Woodware, Bunnings Trade, The Kershaw Family, Barbara Kershaw and Cathy Burridge for your kind 
donations. The auction raised $9,560 to go back into NSWAA. 
 
As most would know, Ray Hull has been raising money for Beyond Blue with a fundraiser he set up which 
resulted in the rights to shave his 40+ year old mullet being auctioned off also at the Annual Conference 
Dinner. The winning bid was a whopping $6,000, with all funds going to Beyond Blue. Ray would like to 
extend his gratitude to everyone that has supported this cause and donated. So far, this fundraiser has 
raised $12,350 for Beyond Blue. Well done, Ray. 
 
Last, but not least, we would like to thank our wonderful volunteers who assisted at the registration desk, 
coordinated the Bee-Creative exhibit and the Honey Show and Apiary Related Products Competition, our 
conference wouldn’t have been the great success it was without you. 
 
Our 2024 AGM & Conference will be held in Wagga Wagga in May 2024. Details will be released closer 
to the date so keep an eye out to ensure you secure your tickets before they sell out. 
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Honey and pollen flora of  
South-Eastern Australia
Understanding the biology of flora and its value to honey bees 
is the foundation of successful beekeeping. 

The flowers on which bees forage have a major impact on 
stocking rates and the level of nutrition available to the 
colony. Whether a beekeeper owns one hive or a thousand, 
the principle is the same.

The result of over 30 years of research, this book distills 
both scientific knowledge and the opinions of hundreds of 
beekeepers into a reference work that will be the cornerstone 
of floral understanding in apiculture for years to come.

The publication includes a star rating system to rate each 
flowering species for their value to bee nutrition. Plants are 
ordered in botanical family groups with annual flowering 
charts and geographical distribution maps.
The author Dr Douglas Somerville has a master’s degree in Agricultural 
Extension and Rural Development and a PhD in Honey Bee Nutrition and 
Floral Biology.

RRP $175 available from  
Tocal College www.tocal.nsw.edu.au
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Plant Profile: spotted gum (Corymbia maculata)
The following plant profile is from Honey & Pollen Flora of South-Eastern Australia by Dr. Doug Somerville. 
This book focuses on the value of plants to nectar and pollen-eating animals, honey bees in particular. The 
result of over 30 years of research, it brings together scientific knowledge and the experience of hundreds of 
beekeepers into a valuable reference work. The book can be purchased from Tocal College here: www.tocal.
nsw.edu.au/publications/bees 

Honey and pollen flora feedback form: 
NSW Department of Primary Industries values your experience working plants for honey and pollen. We 
would love to hear your feedback on the plant profiles republished in the Honey Bee News. Any help you can 
provide will be considered in the next update of Dr. Doug Somerville’s Honey & Pollen Flora of South-Eastern 
Australia. Please submit your feedback here: https://forms.office.com/r/BmT1kFkF0B 
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Spotted gum
Corymbia maculata

A tree of significant importance, due to the flowering 
period on the South Coast of NSW (winter) and the 
high quality and abundant supplies of pollen. If honey 
bee colonies are tested for nosema disease during 
winter on spotted gum, it is not unusual for levels to be 
high. The high protein diet increases the longevity of 
the adult bees which counters the negative impacts of 
nosema. The combination of reliable nectar flows and 
high quality nutritious pollen ensures that beekeepers 
rate this tree highly.

As a forest tree, it is a desirable timber for a range of 
uses including construction and flooring. Generally, this 
is a quick growing tree.

Habit: A tall tree growing from 25–45 m in height. 

Occurrence: It is a forest tree, its range extending from 
Tathra on the NSW South Coast to the North Coast into 
South-Eastern Qld, usually found in the ranges. Young 
saplings are prone to frost damage, which restricts its 
range on the South Coast. It also tends to be found 
on the poorer soil types. Two-thirds of the apiary sites 
accessed by beekeepers for this species in NSW are 
located on government owned lands with only one-
third of the sites on private property.

Bark: The tree has a very typical motley appearance, 
which invariably relates to its common name of ‘spotted 
gum’. Some trunks are relatively clear of spots, whereas 
other trunks are heavily spotted. The bark is shed 
periodically and the tree generally has a very attractive 
appearance due to the variations in the bark pattern.

Leaves: Adult leaves are lanceolate to narrow lanceolate 
12–21 cm x 1.2–3 cm, of dark green appearance, often 
with the underside slightly paler in colour.

Buds: Buds are initiated and carried for 18–24 months 
before flowering. A few months before it flowers, some 
trees may shed excess buds. This gives the impression 
that there may not be sufficient blossom available. This 
is rarely the case and generally the density of blossom 
is still satisfactory. 

Flowers: In some locations where rainfall is not reliable, 
periods between flowerings may be up to 10 years. Most 
flowering occurs every 3–4 years.

Flowering period
Months J F M A M J J A S O N D
Response Level

RATING 
ßßßßß

Brisbane

Sydney

Melbourne

Adelaide

Hobart
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Flowering varies according to the location. Flowering on the North Coast of NSW at the end of summer, in the Hunter Valley in autumn, 
whereas on the South Coast flowering is not expected to start until May and could extend to September. Trees in the same forest tend 
to flower in the same sequence in subsequent years. Larger mature trees may flower over 3–5 weeks, whereas young trees, if they do 
bud and flower, usually flower over a shorter period of a few weeks.

Honey: Good, heavy nectar flows are experienced every second flowering. High yields are associated with warm days and cool frosty 
nights in the NSW South Coast forests. Prolonged poor weather may reduce the ability of the bee colony to properly ripen the honey. 
The honey is medium amber in colour and has a distinctive caramel-like flavour. 

Mean honey yields of 35 kg per hive were reported in a 1999 study.

Pollen: The crude protein levels vary from 25%–33%. While many of the samples tested indicate a deficiency in the amino acid 
isoleucine, the high protein levels eliminate this fact as a nutritional issue. The fat content of the pollen varies from 1%–2%, which is also 
desirable. Bees that are raised on spotted gum pollen are long-lived.

Honey and Pollen Flora of SE Australia.indd   292 13/09/2019   1:15 pm



They know me.  
They know my farm.  

That’s why I’m  
insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your 
business and how it operates. Because when we get to  
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from 
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).

As one of Australia’s largest
packers of pure Australian honey,

Superbee Honey Factory is
LOOKING FOR SUPPLIERS

to support our increasing demand
for Australian Honey

CONTACT US TO REQUEST A QUOTE OR 
BOOK A DELIVERY
PH: 02 6851 1155 

BEN SMITH EMAIL: 
ben.smith@botanyhoneyco.com.au

PAYMENT IN 14 DAYS OR LESS

Botany Honey Company 
ABN. 71 659 350 642  

28-34 Landrace Rd 
FORBES NSW 2871 

PH: 02 6851 1155 
www.superbee.com.au
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NSWAA  Partners  - 2023  
Platinum Partner 

Bee Wise Australia          Jack Telford          08 9337 8909 

Gold Partners  
 

 

 

     Silver Partners 
 

 

 

Trade Exhibition Evening Partner 

Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies         Sam Lockwood       0477 460 642  

Annual Dinner Partner 

Varroa Easy Check           Nick Taylor         +64 0 217 33074 

Conference Tea Break Partner 

Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies            Atif Jamil        0450 111 072 

Conference Dinner Speaker Partner 

HD Process NZ Ltd   James Dolan   64 274 769 487 

Conference Keynote Speaker Partners 

Select Harvests Ltd 

Ben Brown   0427 257 495 

Nuplas Apiarists Supplies 

Ben Joyce   0488 037 700 

HiveIQ 

Victor Croker              
0400 931 566 

Steritech Pty Ltd 

John Irwin 02 8785 4406 

Lyson Beekeeping Supplies 

Zara Hill 0434 476 067 

 

 

 

Advertising 
 Partners 

Whirrakee Woodware                 
Peter Smith                                       
03 5461 4661 

Ceracell Beekeeping Supplies     
Josie Clow                                          

64 9 274 7236 

Satchel Partners 

Wellbees                                          
Stephen Thompsom                     

0488 072 129 

Bec’s Beehive Beekeeping Supplies   
Michelle Van Der Vlugt                       

0493 188203 

Industry Partners

 Westfarmers 
Jane Jones   

0417 943 451 

Agrifutures Australia 
Annelies  McGaw  

0407 987 738 

Australian Rainforest Honey        
Georgian Vasilescu                              

0477 213 468 

Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies                
Sharon Masters                             

0448 717 051 

Ecrotek                                              
Jacob Heard                                               
0499 478 789  

Conference Pre-Dinner Drinks Partner 

Hive & Wellness Australia         Jessica Berry     0401 727 610

NSWAA  Trade  Exhibitors  

Penrith—2023 

 

 
 

 
Alliance Beekeepers Woodware—Balraj Singh—006427255197 

Avant Equipment—Paul Gage—02 4272 6853 

Beewise Australia—Jack Telford— 0418 911 928  

Browns Bees Australia Pty Ltd—Terry Brown—0428 686 700 

Bunnings Trade—Kylie Trevenar—ktrevenor@bunnings.com.au 

Ceracell Beekeeping Supplies—Josie Clow—+64 9 274 7236 

Cowens Manufacturing—Nate Cowen—0011 1 800 257 2894 

Crystech NZ—Jamie Granger  - +64 27 326 0506 

Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies—Sharon Masters— 0448 717 051  

Ecrotek —Jacob Heard—0499 478 789 

Ensystex—Greg Walsh - 0422 373 222  

HD Process NZ Ltd—James Dolan—64 274 769 487 

HiveIQ—Victor Croker—0400 931 566 

Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies -  Atif Jamil—0450 111 072 

Kelvin Trading—David Lu– 0405 123 098 

Local Land Services—Kiera Turner—kiera.turner@lls.nsw.gov.au 

Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies—Sam Lockwood—0477 460 642  

Lyson Beekeeping Supplies—Zara—0434 476 067 

M& K Stafford Engineering (Ezyloader)—Mark & Karyn Stafford—0402 112 776 

Multione—Adrian Wilkinson—0418 745 344 

NSW Department of Primary Industries—Kelly Lees—0438 627 819 

Nuplas Apiarists Supplies—Ben Joyce—03 5032 9199 

Rural Adversity Mental Health Program—Kirsten Ojeda— 0431 153 019 

Randox Food Diagnostics—Alison Jones—alison.jones@randox.com 

Redox—Bronwyn Morunga—02 9733 3000 

Select Harvests Ltd—Ben Brown—0427 257 495 

Steritech Pty Ltd—John Irwin—0418 479 461 

Term Seal—Nigel Stafford—0484 091 993 

The Lupin Co—David Fienberg—0427 427 226 

Thermal Panel Solutions—Alex Ware—02 9671 1100 

Varroa Easy Check—Nick Taylor—+64 21 733 074 

Wellbees—Stephen Thompson—0488 072 129 

Whirrakee Woodware—Peter Smith—0498 102 600 
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Facts About a Beekeeper
Pat Roberts
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When did you become a beekeeper?
I grew up helping my father, who was a beekeeper. So 
you could say I have been a beekeeper all my life.
At age 4, I remember that Dad used to wheel a 
wheelbarrow while working on the bees & I sat in 
the barrow with a bee veil over my head. We were at 
Bermagui & I said to Dad, “I don’t have to go to school 
anymore”, & he said “Why?” so I said “Because I can tie 
my own shoelaces now”.
I guess I became a beekeeper because Dad wanted us to 
help out, & I fancied life as a beekeeper.

Who inspired you?
My father was my inspiration through his example, 
teaching & showing.

Apiary home location?
Originally we worked out of Goulburn, then moved to 
Cootamundra. From there we moved back to Goulburn 
then to Batemans Bay before going to Temora.
Temora was not too far from most of the bee sites where 
we had bees.

Favourite honey?
 Iron Bark or Yellow Box because they both have a good 
flavour, & neither will go candied very quickly.
Favourite trees are all the trees that yeild a lot of honey, 
especially Spotted Gum, Red Stringy & Mugga Ironbark.

Do you do pollination, if so what?
I did pollination for 20 years until I sold the bees. It was 
fairly easy work except for the truck driving.

Are you a queen breeder?
I was not a queen breeder. I found you need good 
eyesight & nimble fingers.

Do you pack your own Honey?
Yes, I packed my own honey. The brand was ‘Austalian 
Rainforest Honey’.
We exported to England, Germany & Japan. In fact in 
2001 we won an Australian Export Award.
Locally, we sold honey to Capilano, then later to 
Woolworths & finally to Aldi.
Before we sold the business, we had 20 on staff. Some 
were Filipino & some were Australian. One son, Steven, 
was the Field Manager & another son, Ian, looked after 
the extraction & packing & took responsibility for the 
depot.

Favourite honey recipe?
No favourite, just when making cakes, instead of sugar 
replace with honey.

What else do you do besides bees?
In the early days, I wanted to get some winter work, so 
I worked on the council in Goulburn driving trucks; & 
at Cootamundra I worked for the Water Board driving 
around looking for leaks. At Goulburn, I also worked for 
Supertex.
I have recently retired from full time work, but you never 
really fully retire from beekeeping, so I still keep an 
interest in beekeeping generally.

Family History
My grandfather kept bees as well as my father. Some 
of my brothers also keep bees, & most of my children 
are also involved in beekeeping. My daughter, Therese, 
married into a beekeeping family, & she is on the board 
of AHBIC. Now some of my grandchildren are also 
involved in beekeeping.

What roles are you involved in within the honey bee 
industry?
At one time I was on the board of B-Qual, an agency 
which seeks to accredit & adopt a quality assurance 
program for production from the Australian honey bee 
industry. I served in this role for four years.

Why are you passionate about beekeeping?
Well I really enjoyed the work, & it helped to pay the 
bills.
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What are some challenges you think the next generation 
will face?
We all know about the increased use of pesticides which 
adversley affect bees, but there are diseases & viruses as 
well as threats from such pests as the varroa mite.

What is something you could teach people about?
Maybe I could write a book

Favourite hobby?
I enjoy the Bathurst races. At one time I sponsored Dick 
Johnson’s car. I also enjo cricket & watching West Tigers 
play NRL football.

What is the most useful bee equipment you own?
The hivwe tool without a doubt. Not only to get frames 
out but for scraping & levering jobs.

What is your favourite season?
Springtime. Lots of work to be done.

What makes you laugh?
Jokes. And also playing jokes on people. I feel that I 
generally have a happy disposition.

Favourite holiday destination?
I did like cruising but now I am content to look at tress & 
bee sites.

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE LINE P/L 
' , , 
PRICES EFFECTNE FROM SPRING 2022 

ABN: 88 610 746 257 
ACN: 610746257 

1 to 10 .............................................. $33.00 each + p&h 
11 to 49 ............................................ $31.00 each 
50 to 99 ............................................ $29.00 each 
Over 100 ( in total) ........................... $28.00 each 
200 & over ........................................ $27.00 each 

Terms: Payment prior to dispatch 
Terms and conditions apply. EFTPOS facility is available. 

Favourite honey flow?
See favourite honey.

Best bee lesson?
Don’t take truck up mountain roads in wet weather. I had 
two trucks come to grief this way.

Favourite quote?
“Bee yourself”.

Where do you learn the most about bees?
Learnt most from Dad but also by trial & error & also 
conferences & seminars.

What honey flow do you avoid?
Most people say to avoid Grey Box, but the Grey Box 
gave me a good honey flow when I needed it.
I would avoid the Coastal Bloodwwod. The flowers stand 
straight up & look like cauliflowers, but when there is 
moisture or rain, the flowers fill up with water & that 
slows down the bees.

Weirdest encounter?
A few years ago someone poisoned three truckloads of 
bees - 240 hives. The police never caught the culprit, 
who went to great lengths to cover his tracks. A few other 
beekeepers were also targeted.







SETUP & MAINTENANCE COSTS
OF 500 COMMERCIAL HIVES OVER 30 YEARS

BENEFITS OF

BEEHIVES

$0
TOTAL ONGOING 

MAINTENANCE COSTS

OF 500 NUPLAS PLASTIC HIVES 
OVER 30 YEARS

$296,000

TOTAL ONGOING 
MAINTENANCE COSTS

OF 500 TIMBER HIVES 
OVER 30 YEARS

INITIAL
INVESTMENT
(PLASTIC HIVES)

INITIAL
INVESTMENT
(TIMBER HIVES)

YEAR

$200,000$160,000

TOTAL
INVESTMENT
(AFTER 30 YEARS)

TOTAL
INVESTMENT
(AFTER 30 YEARS)

$496,000$160,000

+ $24,000
($496,000)

+ $0

+ $24,000
($472,000)

+ $0

TOTAL REPLACEMENT
OF ORIGINAL HIVES

+ $200,000
($448,000)

+ $0

+ $24,000
($248,000)

+ $0

+ $24,000
($224,000)

+ $0

// Assumptions: 1 person labour @ $25.00/hour  // Inclusions: Purchase price, materials cost.  
// Not included: Freight, warehousing and transport of decommissioned hives, recommissioning and 

transport of hives, disruption of colonies, branding and labelling hives, wax coating foundation or 
plastic frames as these two cancel one another out.
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Phone +64 7 579 0082   Email info@crystech.co.nz   www.crystech.co.nz

Honey processing equipment 
and creaming tanks

From initial consultations, layout plans through to tipping the 
first drum, as well as ongoing servicing and maintenance, our 
team become your partner along the way.

Dedicated to delivering high quality honey 
processing equipment and fit out solutions 

  4081_CrystechAdvertforAustralianMarket_210mmx148.5mm.indd   1  4081_CrystechAdvertforAustralianMarket_210mmx148.5mm.indd   1 2/06/22   1:10 PM2/06/22   1:10 PM

A u s t r a l i a

FACTORY DIRECT

Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

• Made in Australia for Australian conditions
• Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
• Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
• Natural cell size
• Mitred bottom corners
• 6mm engagement tongue

Contact:

Danbar Plastics

Ph: (03) 5382 4740
sales@danbar.com.au

Plastic Beehive Components

www.danbar.com.auBuy NOW!! IN-STORE or ONLINE

Bee Build 

It does what is says—Builds BEE$ 
A Complete Pollen Replacement based on 
Scientific Honeybee Industry Research (Fat 
Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054) 

Visit www.beebuild.com.au  
for full story and how to feed. Available in 

5kg, 10kg or 20kg 

Enquiries and Sales Contact: 
Robert & Melissa Dewar 

Ph: (07) 5463 5513 
www.beebuild.com.au 

PREMIUM 
HONEY EQUIPMENT

PROCESS

EXTRACT PACK

DISCOUNTED

bouteljeproducts.co.nz  |  +64 9 820 2244

SECOND-HAND
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PREMIUM 
HONEY EQUIPMENT

PROCESS

EXTRACT PACK

DISCOUNTED

bouteljeproducts.co.nz  |  +64 9 820 2244
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HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
Col & Linda Wilson   PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI  NSW  2327   Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FRAMES
Premium Quality

For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES 

WEATHERTEX 

Lids & Bottom Boards

QUEEN EXCLUDERS

FRAME FEEDERS

QUEEN CELLS

 WAX
We can mill to the thickness 

you require
Have your own wax milled or 
exchanged for foundation in 

stock

DRONE COMB FOUNDATION 
available

Wax bought or exchanged for 
bee goods

PLASTIC
The Best Plastic Foundation 

You Can Buy
Dominates Sales in

 USA and CANADA
Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal

Full PLASTIC FRAMES
available

AFB
TEST KITS

Quick and easy to use 
Results in just 3 minutes 

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

                   Vita beehealth  
                    

Products available including 
Pollen & Feed Supplements

FOUNDATION

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Email: honeybee100@skymesh.com.au

Phone: 02 4930 4950
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Technical Specialist, Honey Bees Report

Elizabeth Frost

Technical Specialist, Honey Bees 
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Goodacre Award and recipient Shirley Stephens 

(TAS)

The Goodacre Memorial Award is the peak national 
award bestowed upon individuals who have provided 
significant service to the Australian beekeeping industry. 
The Goodacre Award was created to perpetuate the 
memory of the late Bill Goodacre who provided 35 years 
of meritorious service to the beekeeping industry in his 
employment with the NSW Department of Agriculture.

Thirty-eight recipients, beekeepers, bee researchers 
and dogged industry advocates among them, have been 
awarded this recognition for their significant, meritorious 
service to the beekeeping industry from around the 
nation, starting in 1956 with Morris Morgan and most 
recently with Shirley Stephens at the 2023 Tasmanian 
Beekeeping Association (TBA) Conference. Shirley’s 
nomination was organised and submitted to the Goodacre 
Award Committee by Stanislav Nenov and presented by 
TBA President Lindsay Bourke in Hobart on 27 May 
2023.

Shirley Stephens with Lindsay Bourke after Goodacre Award 
presentation at the TBA Conference in Hobart 27 May 2023.

Speech awarding Shirley Stephens

The individual whose service to industry is being 
recognised has devoted her lifetime to the betterment 
of both the beekeeping industry and Australians’ 
understanding and appreciation of it. Her strong voice 
and intelligence has been put to good use as past 
President and Committee member of the Tasmanian 
Beekeepers Association for many years. Her role in the 
Australian Honey Packers and Marketers Association 
brought her forte in product development, diversification 
and marketing to benefit industry at the national level.

Embodying the spirit of the Goodacre Award, this 
individual continues her relentless dedication to the 
production and promotion of Tasmania’s finest and 
Australia’s rarest delight, leatherwood honey. Her drive 
and passion put leatherwood honey on the world stage. 
Just as importantly, she ensured leatherwood was in 
supermarkets across Australia, available to everyday 
Australians. 

Over the decades, Shirley and her family have kept 
meticulous hive production, health and management 
records. These records are globally significant in 
their detail and volume. Shirley and her family have 
also mentored and encouraged many beekeepers and 
educated thousands of Tasmanian school children at 
their traditional, yet innovative, purpose-built honey 
processing facility in Mole Creek. From schoolchildren, 
researchers, and beekeepers, every interaction has 
been grasped to engage and educate others about the 
beekeeping industry. 

It is with great pleasure that the Goodacre Memorial 
award is now awarded to Shirley Stephens.  

Goodacre Award recipient Shirley Stephens with Slavi Nenov, former 
employee and organiser of Shirley’s nomination, in Hobart. 

Nominations

Nominations can be submitted by individuals to the 
Goodacre Award secretary/treasurer by 1st of April 
every year. A nomination must have six supporters who 
are willing to provide evidence preferably in the form 
of a support letter or reference on the merits of the 
nomination. The person coordinating the nomination 
should compile a citation of the nominees’ attributes 
clearly providing evidence of the reasons why the award 
is deserving.  The submissions should be written with the 



presumption that the committee making the decision does 
not have a complete prior knowledge of the nominees’ 
achievements.

The nomination process is confidential and any persons 
other than the referees are not made aware of the 
proposed nomination. A committee of three comprising 
the President of the NSW Apiarists’ Association, 
Chairman of AHBIC and the Chief Apiary Officer in 
NSW will make the decision.  This panel is accountable 
to the Australian Beekeeping Industry and as such the 
citation associated with any award is required to clearly 
reflect the depth and commitment to the beekeeping 
industry of the nominated person or organisation.  In 
other words, the award will not be granted to persons 
unless the committee is satisfied the nominee is of an 
extremely high calibre.

If you’ve read this and had a light bulb moment about 
someone whose service to the beekeeping industry fits 
this bill, I encourage you to organise six letters of support 
or references and send them to me as the Goodacre 
Award Secretary by 1st of April any year. 

For those interested in the award constitution, please find 
it for your reference below:

Goodacre Memorial Award Constitution

1. Name:  The name shall be the Goodacre Memorial 
Award.

2. Purpose:  The purpose of this award is to preserve 
the memory of the late William Alexander Goodacre 
by way of recognition of persons who have rendered 
meritorious services to Australian apiculture.  The 
late William A. Goodacre served the beekeepers 
of New South Wales as apiculture officer of the 
Department of Agriculture for thirty-five years.

3. Awards:
a. An award shall be the conferring of an honour 

and may take the form of a permanent sign of 
the making of the award and, or a badge.

b. Awards may be made from time to time 
to persons, firms, organisations who have 
rendered meritorious service to Australian 
apiculture.

c. These services may be in any category relative 
to Australian beekeeping.

d. In considering the making of awards, the 
beneficial impact of the person or services upon 
the industry should be a first consideration.  
After recognition of this factor, the contribution 
made in relation to production, marketing, 
economic value, research and invention, 
dissemination of information, organisation, 
long service, beneficial results for those 
engaged in the industry should be considered.

e. Any person may make a nomination and 
submit a case supported by six persons 
(referees).  The Administrative Committee may 
make such enquiries as it wishes and make 
its decision on the basis of its enquiries, the 

submission and the reports of the six persons 
(referees) who also sign the nomination.

f. Nominations must be sent to the Secretary 
by 1st April for consideration by the 
administrators.

g. Awards should be made at intervals of not more 
than four years and as frequently as annually.

h. Awards may be made to persons, firm or 
organisations anywhere in the world, providing 
their efforts have shown beneficial impact upon 
the Australian Honey Industry.

i. The names of those considered for the award, 
apart from those to whom an award is made, 
shall not, in any circumstances, be revealed.

j. A person whilst currently in office as an 
Administrator may not be a recipient of the 
Award.

k. Those making a nomination must provide any 
details required.

4. Administration:
a. Administration of the Award shall be solely 

by an Administrative Committee, which 
shall consist of a representative of the New 
South Wales Apiarists’ Association INC., a 
representative of the Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council and the principal or senior 
apicultural officer of the New South Wales 
Department of Agriculture or his/her nominee.

b. The Administrators shall elect at the annual 
meeting which shall be during the first five 
months of the calendar year, a chairman, an 
honorary secretary and an honorary treasurer 
from amongst their own ranks and an auditor 
from elsewhere.

c. Funds shall be invested; bank accounts 
operated and payments made as directed by 
the Administrative Committee and any two 
members of the Committee shall sign all 
cheques and financial documents.

d. The financial year shall conclude on the 31st 
day of December in each calendar year.

e. Thirty days’ notice of any meeting shall be 
given by the secretary, the meeting date to be 
subject to the approval of the Chairman or 
failing this approval, by the other Administrator 
except that if there is unanimous agreement by 
the members of the Committee, the notice of a 
meeting may be less.

5. Amendment of Rules: These rules may be 
amended by agreement between the New South 
Wales Apiarists’ Association INC., the Australian 
Honey Bee Industry Council and the Administrative 
Committee but any requirement not provided for 
in the rules may be the subject of a rule or rules 
by unanimous decision of the Committee but if 
such are to become permanent they shall become 
subject to approval by the bodies represented on the 
Administrative Committee.
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6. Termination:  This Award may only be dissolved by 
recommendation of the Administrative Committee 
which has the agreement of the two organisations 
represented on the Committee and the New South 
Wales Department of Agriculture and any residue 
funds at such time shall be distributed in supporting 
dissemination of useful technical information to the 
industry. (End).

The Goodacre Memorial Award Honour Roll was 
transferred from the previous Secretary/Treasurer Dr. 
Doug Somerville to the current Secretary/Treasurer 
Elizabeth Frost in 2020. The Honour Roll currently 
resides at Tocal Agricultural College and is displayed 
at beekeeping conferences where possible. Current 
administrators of the award, as dictated in the constitution 
are the NSWAA President, Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council representative, and NSW DPI lead 
apiary officer/Technical Specialist. 

Goodacre Memorial Award Honour Roll Part I. 

Goodacre Memorial Award Honour Roll Part II. 

David Fienberg 
Chief Lupinologist & Managing Director

M 
P 

A

 

263 Old West Road, 
Bullsbrook, WA, 6084, Australia 

E  david@thelupinco.com.au

    +61 427427 226
+61 8 6263 1140

Condolences

NSW Apiarists’ Association wishes to extend 
 sincere sympathies to 

Bryant family

Monson family 

Somerville family

on the loss of their loved ones
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Why we need to euthanise hives in the varroa red zones

There is much debate, misinformation and emotion 
regarding the euthanasia of seemingly healthy bee 
colonies in varroa eradication (red) zones. My views 
are based on many long hours and very hard work being 
done by so many personnel working diligently on the DPI 
Varroa Response in NSW.

In some other countries around the world, varroa is 
relatively easy to control (anywhere with a cold winter). 
However, this would definitely NOT be the case in most 
of Australia, except possibly the tablelands in southern 
Australia. Therefore, all parties involved in the Varroa 
response (State/Territory and Federal Government 
departments, AHBIC, state beekeeping bodies, 
pollination reliant industries etc.) were unanimous in 
deciding that the first aim for this response should be 
eradication of the varroa mite. At the time of writing this 
article 11 months after the first detection, all parties still 
agreed that it is technically feasible to eradicate the mite.

In reality, the process needing to be undertaken is 
quite straightforward to achieve the desired result of 
eradicating the mite. Eradication requires removing 
the natural host of varroa mites from an accepted area 
surrounding an Infected Premise (IP) where the mite has 
been found, without any exceptions. Luckily for us in 
Australia, that host is the European Honeybee, which is 
a non-native insect that is extremely replaceable (there 
are literally thousands of different native pollinator 
insects) and which is distributed widely around Australia. 
The European honeybee is not at all endangered in 
Australia and we can easily replace the lost colonies. 
However, in some other parts of the world, varroa mites 
and their associated viruses cause ongoing major death 
rates amongst beehives. Also, the varroa response is 
only active in a tiny section of NSW so the number of 
beehives being impacted is comparatively small and 
losses to the eradication program are sustainable for the 
industry. 

The current response identified the “red zone” as the 
high risk area for varroa eradication. When cleaning out 
varroa from a red zone, that process must always start 
with removal of the managed colonies. Generally, these 
colonies are easy to find if their owners are registered 
beekeepers. The quick removal of managed beehives 
greatly reduces the bee density and rapidly slows the 
natural spread of mites in that area.
 

Euthanasia team working under red lights and switching to white 
when wrapping hives. Not a nice job, but an extremely important one 

in this eradication response.

Many people have posted on social media or said “my 
hives were clean but DPI killed them anyway”, and 
herein lies another point that should be accepted by the 
impacted beekeeper. It only takes one mite to remain 
alive and to start breeding up again. It is critically 
important that ALL bee colonies within an established red 
zone around any IP must be euthanised. Colonies may 
have been alcohol washed and appeared to be “clean” 
but these tests are only indicative. These tests do not 
necessarily mean that the hive didn’t have any mites, it 
simply means that there were not enough mites present 
for an alcohol wash to find any of them.

An alcohol wash tests around 300 bees from a colony 
(and these should be nurse bees from the brood area, not 
field bees). New DPI video available at https://youtu.be/
I7YEx5vvEsY Therefore, for an average hive of 30 000 
bees that test is only sampling 1% of the hive population. 
I recently undertook some additional sampling on an 
Infested Premises with Mark Page (BBO Surveillance) 
and we found the following:

(1)-A hive that showed 3% mite infestation on brood bees 
(9 mites on 300 bees in an alcohol wash) had only 0.22% 
mite infestation on field bees (1 mite found on 450 bees) 
which is a density of around 13 times less.
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(2)-A strong colony had no mites found in a large alcohol 
wash of 500 bees, but had 8 mites drop on a sticky mat 
after 5 days of miticide treatment. 

The claim that your hives are clean and free of mites is 
absolutely not enough to warrant their “saving” if they 
reside in a red zone. These apparently “varroa free” 
colonies remain a biosecurity risk and like every other 
beehive within the red zone, these colonies definitely 
need to be euthanised. All mites and their host bees 
need to be removed from an area to achieve eradication. 
So, it is vitally imperative that ALL bee colonies be 
euthanised and NONE are allowed to remain alive. More 
importantly, these colonies must not be moved elsewhere.

This beekeeper lost her entire business of over 150 hives, but she fully 
understood the great importance of eradication as the first approach.

A classic example of a similar approach is with Foot and 
Mouth disease in livestock in the UK. In that example, 
a seemingly severe approach needed to be taken and 
all livestock (healthy or diseased) culled and burned. 
Subsequently, the industry rebounded quickly and today 
enjoys freedom of this costly and debilitating disease.

The big picture is that all parties concerned would prefer 
that Varroa destructor is eradicated from Australia, and 
the reason for that is so simple. If varroa were to become 
established in Australia, then the following would occur.

(1) -The mites would spread and start impacting most bee 
colonies

(2) - Varroa mites will feed on bee pupae and adults. 
This feeding is an additional stress to the colony and 

will cause a build-up of immunocompromised bees with 
physical and mental defects. There will also be spread of 
bacterial and viral illnesses (think of varroa being similar 
to mosquitoes as a vector of disease). 

(3)-This combined effect of maladies will lead to higher 
impacts from small hive beetle (meaning more slime-
outs), brood diseases like chalkbrood and European 
foulbrood, and adult bee diseases like Nosema. This will 
further impact the performance of bee colonies (meaning 
less bees in a colony), reducing honey production and 
pollination performance. The final result will be a far 
higher rate of sick and dead bee colonies for the owner.

(4) -The amount of time spent managing each bee colony 
will increase and the number of hives each beekeeper 
can manage will go down (or more staff required). At the 
same time, the honey production of each hive will also 
likely drop.

(5) -The economics of beekeeping will change. There 
will be far more costs associated with managing each 
beehive and a need to pass on those costs to the farms 
that are pollinated or in the honey produced. Then, those 
costs will be passed on to the end consumer and will 
be seen as higher prices in the supermarket for EVERY 
food item that is reliant on honeybees for pollination. 
Consumers may replace honey in their diets with other 
forms of sweetener.

(6) -If Varroa becomes established in Australia, it is 
estimated that around 30% of commercial beekeepers 
will leave the industry, mostly for economic reasons or 
the need to undertake additional hive management on a 
new pest.

(7) -Many recreational beekeepers would also likely 
exit. Those that stay may not upgrade their varroa 
management education and as a result experience high 
hive losses and breed up many mites that will then spread 
to other hives nearby (along with American foulbrood 
and small hive beetle). Any commercial beekeepers that 
were on this same management path will be increasingly 
challenged and potentially become part of the 30%.

(8)-At some point during this entire process, the major 
viruses that are associated with varroa mite (including 
Deformed Wing and Acute Bee Paralysis Virus) will 
also arrive into the country. They will likely arrive either 
through legal or illegal imports of queen bees or drone 
semen to use in genetic breeding activities etc.

(9) -Once the viruses arrive, then the initial “varroa 
honeymoon period” is over.  Catastrophic bee colony 
losses would be experienced whilst these viruses spread 
through the environment, and we would be living the 
varroa nightmare. 

(10) -Once viruses are part of the varroa situation, then 
it becomes critically important to manage mite numbers 
and keep them low, otherwise the viruses kill your hive 
(or small hive beetle slimes it). Learning to manage virus 
loads in hives is another level again above learning to 



The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the 
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia 
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.

manage varroa. Is this an additional level of management 
you want for your economic survival?

It only takes ONE female mite to restart the entire problem, so every 
single one needs to be dealt with.

I have listened to bee keepers constantly throughout 
the varroa response since 22 June 2022. I have heard 
people saying “why don’t we just manage it like they do 
overseas”.  This comment just blindsides me that people 
are so poorly informed on the potential impacts of varroa 
and have such a poor understanding about the reality of 
its “management”. In many countries, there is illegal use 
of various unlicensed (for use in beehives) chemicals 
that results in many residues in both the honey and wax 
that comes out of the hives. Additionally, some of these 
chemicals adversely affect the bee’s health too. Some of 
these chemicals are even smuggled in as they cannot be 
legally obtained within that country. 

Some other chemicals used to fight varroa are harmful 
to humans and can cause skin burns and respiratory 
impacts. Due to their cost per treatment, some beekeepers 
decide to reduce the dose per hive and subsequently 
they do not effectively kill mites and the mites may even 
become resistant to the product. Other chemicals may 
kill queens or even the entire colony if they are not used 
within the right temperature ranges. These limitations 
mean that much of Australia could not use these chemical 
treatments for large periods of the year.

Managing mites is not just about putting a miticide 
strip in for 6 weeks and thinking that it is “mission 
accomplished” for the season! For much of Australia, the 
bees do not get a “brood break”, as the queen is laying 
eggs and the bees are raising brood all year round. This 
means that varroa mites become very hard to control, 
as mites continue to breed all year round too. Whenever 
there is brood, then varroa are in a “reproductive” phase, 
with roughly 60-70% of the mites sitting under capped 
brood. Varroa mites feed on the bee pupae while laying 
their eggs to produce more mites. Most varroa treatments 
do not harm mites that are under capped brood, meaning 
that only the exposed mites on adult bees are impacted 
with most treatments.

In many major beekeeping regions such as the Northern 
parts of United States, China, Canada, Argentina and 
Europe, there is a definite and pronounced winter (often 
sub-zero temperatures and much snow). These extreme 
temperatures result in hives completely stopping brood 
production and overwintering in a broodless cluster. At 
such times, 100% of the varroa mites within a colony are 
vulnerable, as they are all phoretic (ectoparasites living 
externally and feeding on adult bees). Therefore, mites 
are fully exposed to miticides or other treatments added 
to the hive. This makes managing varroa easier.

From personal experience, I know that even in Tasmania 
(the most southerly part of Australia and having the 
longest and most miserable winter in the country) 
beekeepers struggle to get all colonies becoming 
broodless over the winter period (especially with Italian 
queens). This makes the task of reducing the mite 
numbers a major challenge because if you don’t have low 
mite numbers by autumn or in winter, then the mites will 
outcompete your bees in spring.

In some other parts of the world, it is relatively 
straightforward to manage varroa mites but that would 
not be the case in Australia. This is because we have 
such a diverse range of climates and the commercial 
sector moves vast distances between areas to pollinate 
or chase floral resources. If various varroa treatments 
need to be considered, then this will complicate and 
disrupt movements of beehives onto their next site. 
Unfortunately, many products cannot be used when 
a honey flow is on (as it contaminates the honey), or 
will kill brood if the hive has any. Often, commercial 
beekeepers are planning their moves around the range of 
short, medium and long budding eucalypts and seasonally 
available or weather event stimulated ground flora. This 
is to either build up bees on pollen or wear out bees on 
honey production, or if they are lucky have both good 
pollen and honey happening at once. 

If your hives experience high mite numbers and need to 
be treated then that throws a big spanner in the works. 
This situation may even require that hives be pulled off a 
heavy honey flow, otherwise risk losing colonies of bee’s 
altogether. If you leave them untreated to get another few 
boxes of honey then the increasing mite numbers can 
cause them to collapse.

At the end of the day, all Australian beekeepers would 
be far better off by not having to deal with varroa, and 
EVERYBODY would pay less for bee reliant foods at 
the supermarket. We recognise that a small percentage of 
Australian beekeepers need to make the ultimate sacrifice 
and have their hives euthanised. These sacrifices will be 
for the benefit of the ENTIRE Australian Bee industry, 
and safeguard our industry for the future.
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New digital beehive monitoring system 
improves efficiency of managing 
remote beehives 
Multiple features in an affordable, flexible and intuitive system. 
Many beekeepers travel long distances to visit their 
apiaries. If that's you, you'll appreciate how valuable 
it would be to have an insight into the health of your 
hives and the needs of your bees, before you make 
the trip to check on them. Just imagine how much 
more enjoyable and efficient beekeeping could be if 
there were no surprises when you arrived at the apiary. 

That's where Hivemate steps in. It's like having an extra 
pair of hands in the apiary, helping you keep an eye on 
your hives, even when you're not there. 

Hivemate's digital beehive monitoring system allows 
you to work smarter, saving you time and money by 
ensuring you only make the journey out to the apiary 
when your bees need you. By simply checking the 
Hivemate app, you'll know in advance when the flow 
has dried up and it's time to move the hives, and you'll 
never lose bees to swarming again because Hivemate 
will let you know when it's time to harvest your honey. 

The Hivemate system can be used on wooden or 
plastic hives and sits underneath the box, replacing 
the original base. Hivemate records the hive's weight, 
temperature, humidity, and exact location, providing 
updated data every 30 minutes between 4 am and 
10 pm, every single day. 

This allows you to monitor and track the honey output 
and the box entrance temperature during the bees' 
active hours, and enjoy peace of mind knowing that 
your hive is where you left it. You can even opt for 
sound monitoring as an added extra, so you can listen 
to your bees no matter where you are. 

Hivemate can run off Wi-Fi, 4G, or a combination of 
both, to ensure instant access to your data as soon as 
it's recorded. The Hivemate unit is fitted with a solar 
charging panel, meaning it'll charge itself automatically 
for long, uninterrupted battery life. 

All the data will be recorded and kept within the 
Hivemate app on your smartphone, computer, or 
television, meaning you won't have to worry about 
taking hive notes ever again. 

Whether you keep bees as a hobby or have a large 
commercial apiary, Hivemate has been designed for 
you. Our system can be customised to suit your needs, 
to ensure that you'll get the most out of working 
with Hivemate. 

With our world-class beehive monitoring system on 
your team, you'll be able to watch over your bees no 
matter where you are - even when you're on holiday. 
Hivemate gives you all the information you need to 
keep your bees happy, healthy, and productive, 
leaving you to focus on the rewards. 

With Hivemate by your side, you don't have to do it 
all on your own anymore. 

Work smarter with Hivemate. Contact us today! 

For more information about Hivemate, 
including all the technical specifications, available 
packages and products, and answers to our most 
frequently asked questions, head to our website 
at www.hivemate.com.au or get in touch at 
sales@hivemate.com.au or (03) 8401 4248. 
Distributors and retailers wanted! 

Hivemate 
MONITORING SYSTEM 

Visit us at Booth 35-36 at the 
4th Australian Bee Congress 
on June 8-11 at Rosehill Gardens 
Racecourse, Sydney •



Watch your bees from anywhere with the patented 
Hivemate® monitoring system - just a single base 
that’s easy to use and more affordable than you think!

6 key benefits with Hivemate®:

Hivemate® is a digital beehive monitoring system that provides  
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Scan QR code

www.hivemate.com.au or get in touch at  
sales@hivemate.com.au or (03) 8401 4248.

Distributors and retailers wanted!
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All-in-one productivity tool, custom built 
for commercial beekeepers. 
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Branch News

Cover Photos
Do you have a bee related photograph 
that you would like to see on the cover 

of Australia’s Honeybee News?

Email it to 
honeybeenews@icloud.com

Protecting the Bee Industry 
from Disease & Pests Matters

Steritech Wetherill Park’s Gamma Irradiation 
Facility offers commercial treatment 
to the Beekeeping Community. 

Gamma Irradiation Kills:
• American Foulbrood (AFB)

• European Foulbrood (EFB) 

• Nosema ceranae

• Ascosphaera apis

• Small Hive Beetle

• Nosema apis

Gamma Irradiation is a chemical-free, heat-free 
alternative used to protect beehives from disease 
and pests.

Sterilisation with Steritech is easy.

Book Your Treatment
NSW Wetherill Park 02 8785 4400

QLD Narangba 07 3385 8400

VIC Dandenong 03 8726 5566

VIC Merrifield (Mickleham) 03 9216 3500

www.steritech.com.au

North Coast Branch

On the 24th of March, the North Coast Branch held another 
meeting at Casino RSM club. This meeting was well 
attended by about 30 members and interested beekeepers.

Firstly, I would like to pay my respects to a member 
who passed on the 29th of April. Len Bryant was a true 
gentleman and always helpful when asked. Len will be 
missed but never forgotten.

We also held our AGM on this night and office bearers 
are as follows;

President Steve Fuller
Vice President Troy McWhirter
Treasurer Tony Hannah
Secretary Col Maloney

This meeting we did not have a guest speaker as we have 
had a full-on month with Easter coming up and getting 
ready for Primex. Primex was another hit with the public 
and as usual we get bombarded with questions about flow 
hives, unregistered hives and wanting to keep bees for 
the first time. Expecting to be hammered over the Varroa 
incursion and the DPI response never materialised, 
meaning that people are unaware or not listening to the 
news about the situation, this could be concerning.

I would like to thank Geoff Manning for his time that he 
devotes to making sure that we get a spot at Primex and 
that the gazebo is set up right. Thanks also goes to the 
volunteers that man this booth over the three days that 
Primex is on.

May the sun keep shining and the bees keep making 
honey!

Until next time.
Steve Fuller
North Coast Branch President

Hair sure does grow back fast Hair sure does grow back fast 
when you’re a beekeeper!when you’re a beekeeper!
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BEEKEEPING JOURNALS
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL

For beekeeping information read 
The American Bee Journal

Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, including 
questions and answers.

1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00
Digital Edition price US$16.00

Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:

51 South 2nd Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660

Email: abj@dadant.com 
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com

The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE
The Magazine of American Beekeeping

Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas

For more information and a free sample copy 
Contact:  The Editor  

PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE BUZZ! 
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $100.00)
For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA 
PO Box 45

Salisbury SA 5108
Ph; 0419 982 102

Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney   

Email: editor@beekeepers.asn.au

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc. 

www.nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions:   Pauline Downie

PO Box 25207  Wellington  6146  New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254    

Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising:   Certa Solutions

PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515

Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz

BRANCHES  PRESIDENTS   SECRETARIES       EMAIL 
Central Tablelands Sam Lockwood      0477 460 642   Claire Bennett         0409 340 502       centraltablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au
Hunter Valley  Col Wilson     02 4930 4950   Contact President                                  huntervalleybranch@nswaa.com.au
North Coast  Stephen Fuller   0488 434 498   Col Maloney        02 6663 7051      northcoastbranch@nswaa.com.au
Northern Tablelands Richard Willis   0428 323 812    Glenn McConnell     02 6732 3222      northerntablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au
Riverina  Stephen Targett      0428 649 321   Matthew Skinner      0427 651 360      riverinabranch@nswaa.com.au
Southern Tablelands Zac Alcock   0422 750 629   Garth McClay        0400 989 115      southerntablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au 
Sydney   Miskell Hampton   0437 913 831       Jane Flitter        0413 769 411      sydneybranch@nswaa.com.au
Tamworth  Ray Hull   02 6760 3634   Norm Maher        0447 603 245      tamworthbranch@nswaa.com.au               
Western Plains  Daniel Warman      0431 386 481   Shaun Sykes             0437 044 010      westernplainsbranch@nswaa.com.au

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)
Chairman: Stephen Targett        CEO: Danny le Feuvre 

Ph: 0402 467 780 Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au  Website: www.honeybee.org.au
Mailing address: PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614

AGRIFUTURES - Honeybee & Pollination
Annelies McGaw Manager 
Ph: 02 6923 6913| 0407 987 738 Email:  Annelies.McGaw@agrifutures.com.au  Website: www.agrifutures.com.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary:  Mr Richard Simms, 40 Kyle Rd Murwillumbah NSW 2484 Ph: 0468 481 768  Email: AQBBA21@gmail.com

CROP POLLINATION ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary:  Janine Rudder  PO Box 9305 Bathurst West NSW 2795 Ph: 0428 431 502  Email: jbrbees@gmail.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary:  Mr Kevin Webb Email: kevin.webb@springgullyfoods.com.au

Meeting / Conference Dates
     BRANCH
     Sydney Metro
     First Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm at Chifley College   
     Bidwell Campus, Daniels Road, Bidwell.

     Central Tablelands
     January - third Tuesday 
     April Saturday 22nd 10:30am Orange area 
     July Saturday 22nd 10:30am Bathurst area
     October Saturday 21st 10:30am Orange area

     Riverina
     Our meeting dates are usually in the first week of February,   
     May, August, and November each year.

     Lately our meetings have been held alternatively between 
     Wagga Wagga and Griffith.
     

     Usually on the first Monday, when held in Wagga Wagga and 
     on the first Thursday, when held in Griffith.   

     The venues change to suit availability.

     North Coast
     Meetings are generally held on the last Friday of January,  
     March, May, July, September & November

     CONFERENCE
     QBA - 15 & 16 June 2023 TBC
     SAAA - 22 & 23 June 2023 Clare SA
     VAA - 5 to 7 July 2023 Bendigo VIC 
     AHBIC AGM - 8 July 2023 Bendigo VIC

Chris Sucich  

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:  +61 467 640 169
E:   chris@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

David Gordon   

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:   +61 407 547 346
E:   david@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

Graeme Gordon

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:  +61 428 571 714
E:   graeme@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

www.prestigestainless.com.au

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495

E:   info@prestigestainless.com

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment 
& stainless steel manufacturing. Creating the largest 

Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

•  Wax Melters – 200 ltr to 750 ltr
•  Reducers -  1200 to 1800

•  Capping spinner  •  S/S vane pumps
•  Centrifuge  •  Heat exchange

•  Storage tanks  •  Mixing/heating tanks

Horizontal Extractors
• 36 to 60 frame 3 bank • 48 to 144 frame 4 bank

• 198 frame 6 bank • Twin Systems
• Automated self loading machines

www.prestigestainless.com.au

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
E:   info@prestigestainless.com

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment & stainless steel manufacturing. 
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Membership Subscription Rates
The Association Membership year runs

from: 1 March to 28 February
   Note: Rates from 1 March 2017
0 to 10 hives                         $100.00                    1 vote
11 to 200 hives                     $200.00                    2 votes
201 to 400 hives                   $300.00                    4 votes
401 +                          $1.00 per hive          6 votes
700 +                           $1.00 per hive          8 votes
1001 +                         $1.00 per hive        10 votes
Over 1500 hives                   $1.00 per hive        12 votes
Affiliated/Retired/Student    $65.00                      1 vote
Honeybee News subscriber/member 

                $65.00                     0 vote

Member Benefits
• Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be 

represented through a common organisation
• Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources
• Help to secure your Industry’s future
• Provide strong representation to Government
• Membership Badge
• Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers
• Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News 

the NSWAA bi-monthly journal & FREE classified 
advertisment in journal

• Annual State Conference & Trade / Feild Days
• Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA 

branches
• Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers & NSW DPI 

representatives at meetings, workshops & conferences
• WFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata - 

1300 934 934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ 
Association (NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let 
your local Area Manager know you are a member to receive 
this benefit for the Association - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417 
943 451 E: jane.jones@wfi.com.au

• Discounts available through Bee Hive Incentive Program
• SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members; rate
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Junior Beekeeper Club

Are you an aspiring beekeeper, written a story 
or poem, taken a photoor painted a picture about 

bees or beekeeping? 

Then we want to hear from you!

All you need to do is get permission from your parents 
to have it published & send it to 

info@nswaa.com.au
Participants will receive a certificate from 

NSW Apiarists’ Association
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  AUSTRALIAN      EXPORTERS
             ABN 96 078 192 300

Queen Bees
Prices include GST:
         1 - 10 ............................ $39.00 each
         11 - 49 .......................... $36.00 each
         50 - 100......................... $34.00 each
         100 or over.................... $33.50 each
         200 and over - Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

 FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / MERILL

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: aqbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799

POLLEN
100% PURE 

NATURAL POLLEN
Just as the bees collect it 

for themselves!
We have irradiated pollen 

as per AQIS standard
Just the right thing to 
get a broodnest started 

for almond pollination

Pollen available in 5kgs bags

Contact: Browns Bees Australia
Terry Brown  Ph: 02 6886 1448
Email: brownsbees@gmail.com

1 x 5 kg bag     $16/kg
4 x 5kg bags 1 Box  $14/kg
20 x 5kg bags 5 Boxes $13/kg

Plus freight



PROUDLY
AUSSIE
MADE
& OWNED

100% AUSSIE HONEY

Proud supporter of 
100% Australian Honey

Capilano: Australian owned and 
operated, since 1953.
Capilano is owned by a wholly Australian 
company, Hive + Wellness Australia that is 
proudly headquartered in Richlands, QLD.
The honey used in Capilano products is 
supplied by over 800 Australian beekeepers 
and is packed and marketed by around 150 
hardworking Australian locals across three 
sites in Richlands, QLD, Maryborough, VIC, and 
Bayswater, WA.
Hive + Wellness Australia is committed to 
innovation and quality in Australian bee 
products. We are equally dedicated to 
protecting and fostering the growth of the 
Australian Apicultural industry and your family’s 
hardworking beekeeping businesses.  
We are actively seeking to expand our supplier 
network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax 
from new and existing beekeepers.
To become a supplier, please contact our 
Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:  
P: 0419 431 652 E: s.covey@hivewell.com



 

 

Features include: 
 - Economically designed for the safe transport and storage of honey – at least 25% more efficient than traditional packaging 
 - Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high 
 - Capacity MX ECOBULK – 1,000L (275 Gal)
 - Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

www.schuetz.net 
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