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Prices effective from May 2021

UNTESTED

1-10 .......... $34.00 cach

11-49 ........ $30.00 cach

50+ ........... $26.00 cach Join now

and isolated mated breeders = $600.00

TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add $4 Per Queen

PAYMENT BY: Cheque or Direct Debit
Details on ordering

PO Box 99 WONDAI Queensland 4606
Phone: 0448 690 064 Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com
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A home fit for a Queen 7 [ | ) =
Give your bees the best i 8>
| gll:;(“r:zyllsg::;ienia manufactured réf (I: .
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H Manufacturers of Quality Woodware API ARY SUPPLIES
from Australian-Grown Hoop Pine
Buying all grades of wa: Phone, Email and Bulk Orders welcomed MAN U FACTU RE RS AN D SU PPLI E Rs
. Y I' S wax . y K I' Wi
+ Large range of beekeeping supplies + Postage and freight options available OF AI.I. YOU R BE E KE E PI N G N E E DS
Hanufocting & S Supply 0t
806 River Road L Ux;itt?D . ALL
ingar ear Jett Drive
A Cabooltnre Q 4510 AUSTRALIAN
0429 130 167 Main 0484 598 580 MADE USlNG
bbeesupplies@bordernet.com.au bbeesuppliesmorayfield@hotmail.com QUALITY
Website: www.burnettbeekeepingsupplies.com.au AUSTRALIAN
HOOP PINE

. AND OPERATED

Locally owned and
manufactured in our
factory on the Southern Darling Downs, QLD

Varroa Destructor adult female
on $2 coin

Photo by
Elizabeth Frost

Stockist of most other beekeeping supplies

65 Forde Street Allora QLD 4362 « 0448 717 051
www.dalrympleview.com.au ¢ sales@dalrympleview.com.au
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Well, what a way to come into the Presidents seat! But I
must begin somewhere.

I would like to start by thanking Steve Cunial for his
contribution over the last 4 years to the Executive
Council which saw Steve lead us through last year as our
President. It is not an easy job at the top and you done a
great service at a difficult time. Thanks again Steve, you
will be missed, and [ have you on speed dial!

Brian “Hound” Woolfe also moved on after 4 years on
the Executive Council. Brian’s experience will also be
missed as he been involved with the BIBCC since it
started. Brian has agreed to help with this position over
the next 12 months as the new Executive Council settle
into their new roles. Thank you Hound for your time,
thoughts and laughs over the past years.

So that left 2 seats vacant on the Executive! I would
like to welcome Matt Skinner and Zac Alcock to the
Executive Council. It is great to see some young fresh
faces coming onto the Council. Please make these two-
feel welcome and I know they will work hard for us.
Welcome Matt and Zac, I look forward to working with
you both.

All that said and done [ now turn to the problems at hand.

On the 22" of June I received a phone call from Chris
Anderson informing me that VARROA DESTRUCTOR
had been detected at the Port of Newcastle. What an issue
to be hit with when you have just started as President! A
State of Emergency was declared as this is the worst pest
that our industry could face, and we are in for a fight.

Since then, Varroa has been detected at over 40 properties
and a State of Emergency is in place over the whole of
the State of NSW. As I said above, we are in for a fight,
and [ ask all members to abide by the law and help where
they can. This is our industry that is being affected by this
pest and we need to give it our best shot the beat it.

I know that there’s lots of questions to be asked and I

am trying my best to get the right outcomes for you all,

I just need a little patience and we will get there. The
Executive Council are also working hard to guide us
through this difficult time. Please keep an eye on our
website and Facebook page as we try to keep up with the
latest information for you all. The NSW DPI website and
Facebook is also a valuable information page.

With the situation being as it is, the Almond season is in
a complete shamble. A lot of beekeepers are not going,
this is because of the possibility of the use of miticide
strips in hives. Miticide strips are being used now as a
surveillance tool but will most likely be commonly used

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

in the future. Most other pollination work is going to be
affected in some way under the State of Emergency.

We have had more rain this year then we need! Flooding
on the North Coast earlier this year and now again in the
Newecastle/Maitland area in July. There was Emergency
orders in place during the recent flooding, but these
orders have now lapsed.

I would like to encourage all members that know other
beekeepers who are not members to join the NSW
Apiarist Association. We need all the support we can
get, and unity shows strength when we are rallying
government.

We still have other issues that need addressing like
Resources, Biosecurity and the future of the Honey
industry for NSW. I feel there are many other areas that
need to be approached when this all settles down a bit
which may be many months away.

Moving on from the gloom, I would like to announce the
new Executive Council,
Steve Fuller - President
Therese Kershaw - Vice President
Ray Hull - Executive Councillor
Matt Skinner - Executive Councillor
Zac Alcock - Executive Councillor

I feel very humbled being elected as your President. |
can promise that [ will represent you all to the best of my
ability and if any member would like to talk to me, my
phone is always on.

NSWAA also have a temporary Secretary/Treasurer at the
moment, Candice Clifford. I would like to thank Candice
for the work she has been thrown into, you are much
appreciated. This position is currently advertised, as per
NSWAA Constitution.

Moving towards the Future!

All the best,
Steve Fuller
President NSWAA
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Leif Anderson - Taree NSW
John Ayers - Maclean NSW
Romel Bilog - Vittoria NSW
Melody Cameron - Griffith NSW
Mike Copley - Carwoola NSW
Jeremiah Domaloy Vittoria NSW
Kevin Forde (Snr) - Young NSW
Andrew Fricker - Frenchs Forest NSW
Glen Griffiths - Nowra NSW
Andrew Hodgeson - Glen Innes NSW
Oliver Holloway - Coffs Harbour NSW
Roland Inman - Booral NSW
Garry Kenny - Mudgee NSW
Garth Miller - Katoomba NSW
Jackie Morrison - Wollongbar NSW
Jayson Nagen - Vittoria NSW
Jenny Palmer - The Whiteman NSW
Matthew Preston - Elland NSW
Jim Radford - Bowral NSW
Jhonny & Corban Rojas - Dubbo NSW
Karl Shaw - Boorowa NSW
Allan Small - Condobolin NSW
Carolyn Sonter - Armidale NSW
Mathew Stafa - Muswellbrook NSW
Brad & Lucinda Stafa - Muswellbrook NSW
Cameron Taylor-Brown - Evans Head NSW
Anthony Vanheeraaren - Emmaville NSW
Nathan Walker - Inverell NSW
Brendon Weiss - Glen Innes NSW
Harry West - Bywong NSW
Jay Wooder - Emmaville NSW
Tony Xu - Aranda ACT
Mohammed Zifraan - Vittoria NSW

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520
Buy Australian Made

Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers
Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231

APIARY COTS

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment
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NSWAA
Honour Roll 2021

Ecrotek
Select Harvests
Oz Armour

Lockwood Beekeeping
Supplies

Browns Bees
Awustralia Pty Ltd

Olam Orchards
Australia Pty Ltd

Steritech Pty Ltd

Hornsby Beekeeping
Supplies

Australian Rainforest
Honey Pty Ltd

Dalrymple View
Apiary Supplies

Hive and Wellness
Australia

AgriFutures Australia
WFI

Working together

supporting each other




AUSTRALIA’S NO.1
BEEKEEPING LOADER

AANT

Compact Articulated Loaders

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd

Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800 686 ‘mﬁ‘

411 to organise your obligation free demo! g
Made in Finland

v~ Ability to load the truck from
one side using telescopic boom

v’ Huge lifting capacity up to
1500kg

v~ Park sideways across truck

v~ Optional air-conditioned cabin

v~ Self Levelling Boom

v~ Prompt delivery Australia wide

v~ All terrain 4wd with
outstanding stability

v~ Backed by a Family business for
over 25 years

v~ Save time and man power

v~ Easy to access and operate

v~ Over 200 attachments

v~ Easy finance options available

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com |
www.avantequipment.com
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Position Vacant

Secretary / Treasurer

NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. are seeking suitable applications for the position of
Secretary/Treasurer.

Reporting directly to the Executive Council of the NSW Apiarists’ Association, the main duties
of this position will include, but are not limited to:

Organising and attending meetings for the NSWAA Executive these will be held in various
locations throughout NSW

Managing /Handling NSWAA finances including preparing the Quarterly BAS and
managing financial matters associated with Conference, Honeyland and memberships.

Organisation of AGM and annual Conference.

Maintaining NSWAA membership including management of the NSWAA membership
database.

Managing NSWAA communications and correspondence including receiving, managing
and responding to phone calls, emails and other forms of correspondence from members,
other industry stakeholders, relevant government regulators and the general public;
preparing drafts and submitting formal correspondence on behalf of the NSWAA to
government departments, regulatory bodies, Ministers and others; management of the
NSWAA website and social media communications.

The successful candidate will have:

High level of organisation and communication skills to proactively manage day to day
requirements of the role.

The ability to work autonomously and be self-motivated.
Excellent written and verbal communication.

Well-developed computer skills including strong experience across the Microsoft Office
suite and Xero.

High attention to detail.

Reliability with respect to timeliness, communication, money handling and discretion with
sensitive information.

Knowledge of/experience with Word press website content management.

This position is a remote/work from home role, with exception of personal attendance being
required at Executive meetings throughout NSW on occasions during the year.

To apply, please email your resume and cover letter to steve.fuller@nswaa.com.au.

Applications close at 5:00pm on 29 August 2022.
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Visit our neuw website
www.hummerbee.com
to learn about all of our
other available models:

Rough Terrain Forklifts XRT XL XT,,,

The classic Hummerbee
just got even better...

TURBO I

The Hummerbee Turbo is now more
pouwlerful, smoother, and faster than ever.
Nouw featuring 56 hp being produced by
a Tier 4 emissions compliant, Kohler
turbo diesel engine. Diesel exhaust fluid
is NOT required.

More pouwer, a new maintenance - free
articulation joint, easy to use joystick
mast controls, digital gauge display, a
quieter, redesigned transfer case, and
the highest lift capacity in its class uihile
being even more compact than before,
make the Turbo Il the most exciting
Hummerbee yet.

A& O

FORKLIFT

www.hummerbee.com Call A&GO Forklift to order today
800-943-8677
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DPI SUPPORT ROLES

TECHNICAL SPECIALIST

Elizabeth Frost
Technical Specialist, Bees
Intensive Livestock Industries
Department of Primary Industries
Tocal College 815 Tocal Road {Paterson NSW 2421
T: +61 24939 8957 | M: 0437 731 273 |
E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

BPASS

Alex Russell

Director Intensive Livestock

Livestock Systems Branch

NSW Department of Primary Industries Agriculture
PO Box 900

Dubbo NSW 2830

T:+61 2 6881 1212 | M: 0417 492 614 |

E: alex.russell@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Nick Geoghegan

Program Coordinator/Apiary Sites/Intensive Livestock
NSW Department of Primary Industries Agriculture
Locked Bag 21

Orange NSW 2800

T: +61 2 6391 3669 | M: +61 0407 849 516 |

E: nick.geoghegan@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Work days: Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursday mornings.

Bee Biosecurity Officer Surveillance

NSW Department of Primary Industries Biosecurity and
Food Safety

Tocal Agricultural College

Paterson NSW 2421

T: 0409 299 415 | E: mark.page@dpi.nsw.gov.au

COMPLIANCE
Daryl Cooper Stephen Green
Compliance Officer - Regulatory Operations Unit- RS Regulatory Officer
Apiaries Biosecurity Compliance and RS Apiaries
Compliance and Integrity Systems Biosecurity NSW
NSW Department of Primary Industries Biosecurity & Trenayr Rd
Food Safety Junction Hill NSW 2460
2198 Irrigation Way East T:02 66401618 | F : 02 66447251 | Mob 0438977714 |
PMB Yanco NSW 2703 E : stephen.green@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Mobile: 0429 912 478 | E: daryl.cooper@dpi.nsw.gov.au
BIOSECURITY
Mark Page Rod Bourke

Bee Biosecurity Officer

Plant Biosecurity Prevention and Preparedness

NSW Department of Primary Industries Biosecurity and
Food Safety

Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd

Paterson NSW 2421

T: 02 4939 8946 | F: 02 4939 8950 | M: 0438 677 195 |
E: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

EDUCATION

Kelly Lees

Education Officer Honey bees

Bee Program

Tocal College

NSW Department of Primary Industries

Tocal

Paterson NSW 2421

P: (02) 4939 8815 | E: kelly.lees@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Tuesday - Thursday

Bianca Giggins

Honey Bee Training Coordinator

Education

Tocal College

NSW Department of Primary Industries

T: +61 418 989 919 | E: bianca.giggins@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Madlen Kratz

Honey Bee Industry Development Officer

NSW Department of Primary Industries

815 Tocal Road

Paterson NSW 2421

T: +61 427 348 521 | E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Australian

HoneyBee IMportant Update

INDUSTRY COUMCIL

Australian

INDUSTRY COUNCIL

Hive Surveillance and Miticide Strips

Methodical inspection and surveillance are the cornerstone of any eradication plan, as guided by the epidemiologist
experts working on the case. The team responding to the Varroa incursion in NSW are using all the available tools to
eradicate the mite, whilst balancing the need for business continuity and ensuring we minimise the risk of spread. The
NSW DPI is allowing hives in the blue zone, where mites have not been found, to move within NSW by permit. This
has been permitted based on the assessment of risk and ensures beekeeper’s businesses remain viable and that hive
health can be maintained. It is important to note that hive movements must not present a risk to eradication efforts
or spreading infestations.

Hives that are allowed to move through the ‘NSW Hive Movement Declaration’ will be subjected to surveillance with

miticide strips and sticky mats in addition to the alcohol washes. This combination of surveillance instruments is the

most definitive tools we have to ensure mites are not present. This system of permit and surveillance undertaken by
beekeepers and Compliance Officers, will deliver the DPI management team with much needed essential information
on the mite status of hives across NSW.

Currently, the only miticide strips permitted for use in broad surveillance is Bayvarol (flumethrin). Permits for other
options are with the APVMA awaiting approval, which could take some time to progress. Presently, until other
options are approved and sourced the only option is Bayvarol.

Bayvarol is considered to be ‘soft’ on bees, especially compared to formic acid for example. Unlike the closely related
pyrethroid chemical fluvalinate (Apistan), residues are less likely to be a problem for flumethrin (Bayvarol), probably
because the amount of active ingredient in miticide strips is significantly lower for Bayvarol (3.6mg of flumethrin) than
for Apistan (880mg of fluvalinate).

Several overseas studies have shown flumethrin residues do not persist in honey after treatment, however, low
residues of flumethrin have been found in wax. It is likely that continued and repeated applications could result in an
accumulation in wax, with leaching residues in brood honey possible at very low levels.

There is a temporary MRL set for flumethrin in honey at 0.005 mg/kg (Sppb), which is the same or lower than other
countries in the world. This means any honey harvested will still be marketable provided the honey meets the MRL.

The general use label for Bayvarol requires treatments to be placed in hives for a period of a six-weeks. The approved
minor use permit for Bayvarol surveillance in NSW is for the strips to only be in hives for a maximum of 6 days, further
minimising the risk of residue contamination.

The DPI will be working over a 2-week period with many teams to insert the strips and mats and will then return to
remove both strips and mats before the 6 day window expires.

Beekeepers can be confident of the legality of the permit of use for Bayvarol (flumethrin) in hives and the protection
of MRLs for honey produced from those hives treated. Beekeepers can be assured that emergency miticide
treatments that are approved and permitted will have accompanying MRLs to ensure that the legality and food safety
of the product is not compromised.

It is important that industry complies with the requirements of the DPI permits for hive movements, which forms part
of the overall eradication response.

Further Reading:

Detection of flumethrin acaricide residues from honey and beeswax using high performance liquid chromatography
(HPLC) technigue - ScienceDirect

0402 467 780 ahbic@honeybee.ord.au honeybee.ord.au MmalLING ADDRESS PO Box 42, Jamison Centre, Macquarie ACT 2614
f Australian Honey Bee Industry Council W @AustBee (8) @australianhoneybees in Australian Honey Bee Industry Council ABN 63 939 614 424



BEEKEEPING
LYS SUPPLIES

PREMIUM EUROPEAN EQUIPMENT

WWW.LYSONAU.COM.AU — 1800 955 579 — INFO@LYSONAU.COM.AU

WE'RE HERE FOR EVERY BEEKEEPER
| WWW.LYSONAU.COMAU — 1800 955 579 — INFO@L YSONAU.COMAU _|



They know me.
They know my farm.

That’s why I’'m

insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your
business and how it operates. Because when we get to

know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

backed by®

AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).

DON'T SHUT
YOUR DOOR
ON TERMITES!

DEMISE" -
TERMITE DETECTION &
ELIMINATION SYSTEM

e Kills termites and wipes out the colony
e Easy to use in-ground traps
e Very low toxicity for humans and pets

B T

“Htmam,,%m

T

Demise Kit includes: 10 Demise Bait Stations, 4 X 100g of Abide,
5 X 50g of Converge, 20 Baitwood blocks

&) PEST CONTROL DIRECT
DIY SOLUTIONS AND HELPFUL ADVICE

www.pestcontroldirect.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722

13

farm insurance

Protect
Your*
Hives!

Control Small
Hive Beetles

APIS Small Hive Beetle Traps in conjunction
with Topbait™ PLUS or APIS Sticky Boards
will help put you back in control of your hives!
Topbait™ PLUS is registered for use within bee hives by the APVMA.

TOPBAIT
APVMA Approval #68330/108733

www.pestcontroldirect.com.au
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Plant Profile

Plant Profile: canola (Brassica napus)

The following plant profile is from Honey & Pollen Flora of South-Eastern Australia by Dr. Doug Somerville.
This book focuses on the value of plants to nectar and pollen-eating animals, honey bees in particular. The
result of over 30 years of research, it brings together scientific knowledge and the experience of hundreds of
beekeepers into a valuable reference work. The book can be purchased from Tocal College here: www.tocal.
nsw.edu.au/publications/bees

Honey and pollen flora feedback form:

NSW Department of Primary Industries values your experience working plants for honey and pollen. We
would love to hear your feedback on the plant profiles republished in the Honey Bee News. Any help you can
provide will be considered in the next update of Dr. Doug Somerville’s Honey & Pollen Flora of South-Eastern
Australia. Please submit your feedback here: https://forms.office.com/r/BmT1kFkFOB

]
L2

BUSHFIRE INDUSTRY RECOVERY

Accredited NSW
Beekeeping Training

NSW Apiarists Association in conjunction with University of Sydney
and NSW Department of Primary Industries Tocal College are offering
= ; a training package targeting NSW commercial beekeeping sector for
upskilling and recovery post bushfire, costs for this training are

R s N 50% covered by a Bushfire Recovery Grant. You may be eligible to receive
o & | Oca == 50% additional state funding to cover the remaining training costs.
‘ S COLLEGER _ .

e @rcas  NSW regions and training:

Yanco Orange
+ Honey Bee Biosecurity + Honey Bee Biosecurity
+ Pollination Services

Paterson
Grafton + Honey Bee Biosecurity
« Honey Bee Biosecurity + Pollination Services
+ Queen Bee Breeding + Queen Bee Breeding

Tocal College is passionate about helping beekeepers
to grow in their knowledge for more productive bees

Q‘O
and better quality honey and hive products. ‘\"I’
D\ (/4

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

go to the link below or use the QR code NSW

https://etocal.com/birg2022 GOVERNMENT

J22-060
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Canola
Brassica napus

Includes forage rape, as they are both the same species. RAT' N G

Considered self-pollinating although there is significant o
evidence that yields will increase by 20% with the AUSTRALIA
introduction of honey bees.

Many beekeepers utilise canola blossom to carry out Flowering period
their main spring brood manipulations and inspections. | Months FIMIAIM!J
Swarming is a major problem with bees on canola.

Response Level

Description: An annual, planted in May and growing
over the winter to flower in early spring with seed pods
maturing and harvesting mainly in December. The plant
quickly forms a rosette of up to six waxy, blue-green
leaves.

Stem elongation begins with branches arising from the
stems. Each branch develops one to four leaves and
flower buds. The leaf area diminishes as the plant starts
to flower.

Occurrence: Winter growing oil seed crop, usually in
rotation with wheat crops. Occurs throughout the grain
growing areas of NSW, Vic, SA, Tas. and WA, Canola
does not grow where there are high levels of aluminium
in the soil.

Flowers: Older varieties traditionally began flowering in
September with flowering over by early October. Newer
varieties tend to be quicker growing with flowering
commencing in August and even late July in far western
locations of NSW. Crops grown in southern areas of Vic.
and Tas. and also crops grown in cooler higher elevated
regions will flower later, starting in September and
extending into October.

Typically, flowering will extend over six weeks, although
this can be shorter in dry conditions or extended in wet
conditions.

Honey: Produces copious quantities of nectar, although
the volume and sugar concentration varies considerably
between varieties.

The honey tends to candy extremely rapidly. Thus, it is
important for beekeepers to remove canola honey and
extract it without delay, otherwise combs become full of
candied honey.

Bees will eventually eat this candied honey, but it has
the potential to be a nuisance for the entire production
season.

Honey and pollen flora of South-Eastern Australia 95
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Honey crops from 20 kg and up to 100 kg of honey are possible. Climatic
factors, the population of bees and the canola variety all combine to
influence vyields.

Pollen: Bees collect large loads of yellow-coloured pollen. The crude protein
levels range from 22%-27% and the fat content is around 7%. Canola pollen
is extremely attractive and foraging bees have been observed to fly many
kilometres to collect it. Canola pollen is very valuable.




/ Plant Health

—act Sheet

Varroa mites

What are varroa mites?

Varroa mites (Varroa destructor and V. jacobsoni)
are external parasites of adult honey bees, and
drone and worker bee brood. Varroa mites feed
and reproduce on larvae and pupae, causing
malformation and weakening of honey bees as well
as transmitting numerous viruses. Heavy varroa mite
infestations can build up in 3-4 years and cause
scattered brood, crippled and crawling honey bees,
a reduction in honey bee population, supersedure
of queen bees and ultimate colony breakdown and
death of the hive.

EXOTIC PEST

CSIRO

Varroa mites on honey bee pupa

What do they look like?

Adult female varroa mites are oval, flat, red-brown
and around 1.1 mm long and 1.5 mm wide. They
can be seen with the naked eye. Varroa mites
complete their life cycle in honey bee brood and
can be observed in both drone and worker bee
brood. Examining the brood involves uncapping
brood (preferably drone) to check for the dark mites
in the cell and against the pearly white bodies of
the developing brood. They can also be observed
between the sclerites and between the head and
thorax on adult worker bees and drones.

Kathy Keatley Garvey, UC Davis Department of Entomology

What can they be confused with?

Varroa mites could be confused with the braula fly
(Braula coeca) which is red-brown, 1.5 mm long,
covered in spine like hairs and has six long legs.
This pest is currently only present in Tasmania and
is generally considered quite harmless. Varroa mites
could also be confused with pollen mites (Mellitiphis
alvearius) which are light brown and are around 0.75
mm long and 0.75 mm wide. Pollen mites are not
harmful to honey bees but are sometimes found in
hives.

Varroa mite on a forager worker bee

Varroa mites could also be confused with other

exotic parasitic mites, most notably tropilaelaps \
mites (Tropilaelaps clareae and T. mercedesag).
If any mites are observed on adult honey bees
or in the brood, call the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline Braula fly (top), varroa mite (right), tropilaelaps mite (bottom)
immediately on 1800 084 881. and pollen mite (left)

l‘*

Food and Environment Research Agency (Fera), Crown
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What should beekeepers look for?

Symptoms are dependent on the level of varroa mite
infestation, the level of brood within the colony and
the potential of viral infections transmitted by the
varroa mites. Colonies with low infestation generally
show very few symptoms. As varroa mite infestation
grows, it results in the significantly reduced weight of
worker bees and drones, impaired flight performance
and a lower rate of return to the colony after foraging,
a reduced lifespan as well as deformed wings and
abdomens. Colony symptoms, commonly called
parasitic mite syndrome (PMS), include a reduction in
the adult honey bee population, loss of coordinated
social behaviour, distorted and deformed honey bees,
scattered brood with dead or uncapped brood and
rapid honey bee de-population in the colony.

How do they spread?

Varroa mites can spread through drifting drones

and worker bees as well as through swarms and
absconding colonies. The transport and movement of
hives, used beekeeping equipment, packaged bees
and queen bees are also effective means of spread.

Where are they now?

Varroa destructor is present in Europe, North
America, South America, Africa, parts of Asia and
New Zealand. The genotype of Varroa jacobsoni that
parasitises European honey bee brood is currently
only present in some regions of Papua New Guinea.

How can beekeepers protect their hives
from varroa mites?

This pest is currently not present in Australia and
there are strict quarantine requirements in place to
protect the Australian honey bee industry.

If you see any of these symptoms, or observe
mites on your honey bees or in the brood, call
the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline.

! EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881

varroa infestation

For more information about varroa mites, go
to www.beeaware.org.au/varroa-mites.
The BeeAware website contains extensive
information on varroa mites, including:

Life cycle

Effect on bees

Detection methods

Spread and distribution
Overseas experiences

Additional fact sheets and videos

Disclaimer: The material in this publication is for general information only and no person should act, or fail to act on the basis of this material
without first obtaining professional advice. Plant Health Australia and all persons acting for Plant Health Australia expressly disclaim liability with

respect to anything done in reliance on this publication.

- www.planthealthaustralia.com.au

Worker honey bee with severe wing deformities as a result of

Rob Snyder, www.beeinformed.org

The Food and Environment Research Agency (Fera), Crown

Copyright
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NSWAA BEE HIVE
INCENTIVE PROGRAM

An opportunity for NSWAA members and business associates to support
each other through the Bee Hive Incentive Program.

NUPLAS APIARIST SUPPLIES

A 5% discount is being offered by Nuplas Apiarist Supplies when placing
online purchases. This offer is exclusive to NSWAA financial members and is
available from 1st March 2022 to 28th February 2023.

To redeem this offer, members are required to contact Nuplas Apiarist
Supplies directly and provide them with their NSWAA membership number.

Each member will be issued a unique VIP code provided by
Nuplas Apiarist Supplies.

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other discounts offered by
Nuplas Apiarist Supplies

CASTLE INMAN PTY LIMITED

A 10% discount is being offered by Castle Inman Pty Limited when placing
online purchases.

This offer is exclusive to NSWAA financial members and is available from
1st March 2022 to 28th February 2023.

To redeem this offer, members are required to contact Castle Inman Pty
Limited directly and provide them with their NSWAA membership number.

Each member will be issued a unique VIP code provided by
Castle Inman Pty Limited.

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other discounts offered by
Castle Inman Pty Limited

To become a supportive business of this program

Contact info@nswaa.com.au



Clayton Plastics

Servicing the honey industry
for over 40 years.

Jars & Squeezes

250gr & 500gr 300ml Twist 500gr Squeeze 500gr Upside 250gr & 500gr
Square Jars & Squeeze (Honey Comb) Down Squeeze Amber Jars
Pails
=
i\\
-
BN\
Non Tamper Proof Pails Tamper Proof Pails
500gr, 1kg, 1.5kg, 3kg, & 5kg Pail 1kg. 1.5kg Honey Pails & 10L, 15L, 20L Pails

(500gr, 1kg, 1.5kg available in clear as well) 2.2L, 5L Pails

AK

AU KINGSUN

Clayton Plastics

www.claytonplastics.com.au




Wood Frame Full Depth
Assembled With Wire

Wood Frame Full Depth
With Plastic Foundation

Plastic Frame Full Depth

(Not waxed)
. . °o
Plastic Beehive . : “
Plastic Beehive with 10 Frames ¥ — ¢

Material: food grade polypropylene
Thickness: 30mm

Working life: 30 years

Packing dimension: 60x50x44cm 13.8/kg

Features:

UV resistant

Thermal insulated increasing honey production

Light weight for easy lifting and carrying

Antioxidant plastic material for longer life expectancy
Holds standard and full depth frames

Easily assembled

Digital Thermometer

Built in ventilation

No painting required

What you get:

2 box hive consisting of:
1x ventilated top cover

1 x full size super

1x Queen excluder

1 x brood box

1x bottom board (including 2 feeders and pollen trap)
1x Entrance reducer
4 x Lock, Latch connectors

1 x Temperature Gauge

Clayton Plastics A: 5 Lydia Court Epping, VIC 3076 P: (03) 8401 4248 F:(03) 8401 4969 E: sales@claytonplastics.com.au



FROM THE HIVE TO THE SHELF

S

Crystech

Extraction | Processing | Packaging

Honey processing equipment
and creaming tanks

From initial consultations, layout plans through to tipping the
first drum, as well as ongoing servicing and maintenance, our
team become your partner along the way.

Dedicated to delivering high quality honey
processing equipment and fit out solutions

Phone +64 7 579 0082 Email info@crystech.co.nz www.crystech.co.nz

<

PLASTIC st

Fou N DATION Inga Honey Co.
WAX APPLICATOR

229
OF WAX
PER SHEET,

15

Locally made by a beekeeper for beekeepers SHEETS
No more rollers, brushes or dipping by hand PER MINUTE

Call Marcus on 0410 585 470
Email: sales@ingahoney.com




THE DATE

Conference & Trade Exhibitic
th & 19th May 2023

‘::" ' RU b

EZYLoader-

Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

Suits medium to large trucks

- Manufactured in Australia i

- Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling

- Boom brake system —ease of under-supering and requeening
- Split boom for load positioning

- 6 Different models — remote control optlon

- Lifting capacity up to 500kg

- Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space

- Fully self contained and low maintenance

- One man operation with controls at the load

- Special range of attachments

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD

All enquiries please contact Mark 3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
SALES | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6686 9736 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com | mail@ezyloader.com
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Honeyland Report

This year’s Honeyland was an unknown as the RAS had
moved us from the Woolworths Dome into Hall 5 Arts
and Craft. But all turned out well. Once our customers
had found us, usually by mistake, they said they thought
being in Hall 5 was better than the Dome with more room
and no pushing as we were not in a doorway as we were
in the Dome.

The Beezeebo displays were well received as the crowd
relaxed sitting on the floor or standing up the back. Every
display was ended with a round of applause. Which was
good to hear.

We have a visit from Dugald Saunders, NSW Minister
for Agriculture, who participated in a bee display with
Malcolm Porter which was well received by the crowd.

The sale of stock went out the door well with a lot of sold
signs being placed on the price list.

I would like to thank the following who donated honey or
items for our Promotion Bag:

Harold and Judy Saxvik, Laurie and Therese Kershaw,
Malcolm and Debbie Porter, Goldfields Honey, Tamworth
Branch of NSWAA, Northern Tablelands Branch of
NSWAA, Tocal College, Beechworth Honey, Australian
Rainforest Honey, Hive and Wellness, Berries Australia
and the Almond Board.

A big thank you to Tanya Ananin for her work as
secretary it has been truly appreciated. Also thank to

Australia’s Honeybee News July - August 2022

Kieren Sunderland and his volunteers Bryn, John, Kay,
Donald and Lucy for packing the honey.

I would also like to say a big thank you to the volunteers
who worked at Honeyland because without them there
would be no Honeyland:

Octavia Barrington, Vincent Schnyder, Ed & Dallys
Napiorkowski, Robyn Lewis, Pete France, Ted Pennay,
Bruce & Lynn White, Tanya Ananin, Denise Cunliffe,
Julie Colley, Klaus Neuscheler, Nadine Chapman,
William & Sharon Gibbons, Michael Fogarty, Warwick
Smith, Carolyn, Mark & Thomas Martin, Alyssa Staggs,
Dennis & Janelle Howard, Penny Downy, Trevor Romer,
Bruce McGregor, Malcolm Porter, John Knox, Tracy,
Harold & Jasmyn Nankervis, Casey Cooper, James
Horlyck, David Gorman, Tim Walsh, Justin Wall, Nigel
Lawson, Addyson Vernon, Wayne Hammond, Laurie &
James Kershaw, Claire Bennett and Vicki Lockwood.

I would also like to thank the Executive Steve Cunial,
Steve Fuller, Brian Woolfe, Ray Hull and Therese
Kershaw for volunteering.

I am lead to believe that the Woodchop Bar did well from
Honeyland...I’1l leave that there.

As you can tell it takes an army to make Honeyland a
success and Honeyland was a great success.

Debbie Porter
NSWAA Show Coordinator

= =
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Technical Specialist, Honey Bees Report

Elizabeth Frost

Technical Specialist, Honey Bees

Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Help eradicate Varroa mite

NSW Department of Primary Industries’ (NSW DPI) early
warning surveillance system detected Varroa mite in
biosecurity surveillance honey bee hives at the Port of
Newcastle late June 2022. NSW DPI is working to protect
the NSW beekeeping industry by ensuring we

eradicate this parasite. Where it’s established around the
world, Varroa mite is the most damaging pest of honey
bees.

Varroa mite is not established in Australia. Estimated losses
of $70 million, (in honey and hive products) per year

could result if Varroa were to establish in Australia. This
doesn’t account for the critical contribution of honey bees
to agriculture through pollination services; valued at $14.2
billion in 2017.

Figure 1. Varroa mite on 52 coin. Credit: Elizabeth Frost

The Varroa mite eradication plan is supported by
biosecurity zones covering areas within a 50 km radius
from any known Varroa infestation. Within a biosecurity
zone, no hive or bees are to be moved and beekeepers must
let NSW DPI know the location of all hives by:

e completing the Report a biosecurity concern form:
forms.bfs.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forms/9247

e emailing hive.location@emergency.dpi.nsw.gov.
au,OR

e calling the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline, 1800 084
881 (9 am to 5 pm, 7 days a week).

If you’re a beekeeper, do your part by not moving your
bee hives from their current NSW location until the state
emergency order is lifted or if you have a movement
permit. Keep up to date with NSW Department of

25

Primary Industries Varroa mite alerts here: www.dpi.nsw.
gov.au/biosecurity/seasonal-pests-and-diseases/spring/
varroa-mite

Beekeepers should also educate themselves about
Varroa mite. On their own, individual Varroa mites are
identifiable by the trained eye. However, most Varroa
mites in a bee hive are hidden from view underneath the
capped cells of developing bees or squeezed between
the body parts of adults bees. Roughly the size of a sesa-
me seed, these reddish brown mites can go undetected
for some time unless the beekeeper is carefully monitor-
ing for them, ideally by using the alcohol wash detection
method. Alcohol wash instructions can be found here:
beeaware.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Alcohol-
washing.pdf

Figure 2 Mature and immature stages of Varroa female (large) and
male (small) mites. Credit Zachary Huang

Additional Australian education tools about Varroa mite
can be accessed for free at:

- Tocal College Varroa Mite Online Training: courses.
tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/varroa-mite-online-training

- Department of Primary Industries Schools Program-
developed ‘Investigate: varroa mite (Stages 3 and
4): www.nswdpi-schools-program.com/investigate-
varroa-mite

Cover Photog

Do you have a bee related photograph
that you would like to see on the cover of
Australia’s Honeybee News?

Email it to
honeybeenews@icloud.com
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Left unchecked, Varroa mite will kill any honey bee
hive it infests. All feral and untreated bee hives will
eventually die. This is why it’s so important for us all
to work together to eradicate Varroa. Report your hive
locations and if you find a suspect Varroa mite, call it in
immediately to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline, 1800 084
881 (9 am to 5 pm, 7 days a week). Let’s fight the mite!

Specialising in

™\ COUGLIJ Caucasian
Queens Queen Bees

'_:'I Marked Queens @ ----- 545ea
| e 540 ga
10-49 - $35¢a
50-199 ----- $31eg

200 plus per season = - ---- Discounts Apply

QueenCells  ----- 58 - collect only

Breeder Queens - 3825

Naturally mated on a remote Island

Post & Handling $15 per dispatch under 50 gty.
oo =
| I
HVESTIERTE: -
Valid September 2022 to March 2023

E
Umﬁa " tﬁ Terms: Payment 10 days prior to dispatch.

For orders contacr:
Figure 3. NSW DPI Schools Program. Credit NSW DPI John Cl]"o"ﬂ}’

Email: sales@coveybees.com.au
Ph: 0427 046 966
PO Box 72 Iimboomba QLD 4280

L - -

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE LINEP/ /L.

It ﬂh nan J,_-, M ¢ d,t‘”m (u eens ﬁgug%}&%zw

PRICES EFFECTIVE FROM SPRING 2022 ! b Y
etQ 10 LS. N ... ... ... $33.00 each + p&h Y
TR AW, ... gl b b . . $31.00 each
30000 Siole o SN SRR . SR $29.00 each
Over 100 (in total) ...cceeeeeeeeemnneeennnene. $28.00 each
o i PV D R I SO - $27.00 each

VISA Terms: Payment pr|or to dispatch
asterCas Terms and conditions apply. EFTPOS facility is available.

For Orders & Enquiries Contact Beck and Emma
Address: 21 Leewood Drive, Orange NSW 2800 or PO Box 80 Orange, NSW 2800

Office Hours: 2.00am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday | Phone: (02) 6369 0565 | Fax: (02) 6369 0575
Email: info@australianqueenbeeline.com.au ® Web: www.australianqueenbeeline.com.au
Before and After Office Hours Phone: 0448 555 157
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%8?\?37{:.9@.-*“ Quickly see what needs doing

An app
your staff
will actually

Number of hives Hive status

Calendar k

Load status—>
Site status —>

Reports -

Create new sites =

o

As one of Australia’s largest
packers of pure Australian honey,
Superbee Honey Factory is
LOOKING FOR SUPPLIERS
to support our increasing demand
for Australian Honey

Bee Wonderful PTY LTD

CONTACT US TO REQUEST AQUOTE OR ABN. 37 113 160 571
BOOK A DELIVERY Cnr Newell Hwy &
PH: 02 6851 1155 Landrace Rd
BEN SMITH EMAIL: ben@superbee.com.au FORBES NSW 2871

PH: 02 6851 1155
www.superbee.com.au

PAYMENT IN 14 DAYS OR LESS




nuplos

PRINCIPAL
SPONSOR

4th Australian

Bee Congress
2022

better
beekeeping.

At Nuplas we support better
beekeeping by manufacturing
and offering beekeepers proven
food-grade plastic beehives

and apiary products that are
financially sound and utilised by
the apiculture industry all over
the globe — for a brighter future
for bees and humankind.

(03) 5032 9199

info@nuplasgroup.com.au

nuplasapiaristsupplies.com.au

Q We stand behind

our products.

If you don’t love
it, we offer a

60 day money
back guarantee!
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L

REDUCE Better bee health

‘ OS I Feel confident about bee health as you ellmmate paint toxins

that come with painted timber hives plus the benefits of using
HiveAlive, ApiCarb and other food supplements so your bees
thrlve iev n in challenging enwronmental condltlons
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Atthe heart of a healthy Australia




4th Australian Bee Co

Congratulations to the winners of the 4th
Australian Bee Congress Photo Competition!

These photos will be included in NSWAA Calendar

Do you have phots that you would like to have included in the calendar?

Send photos to info@nswaa.com.au

-

Up Close Section
Daryl Brenton



ngress Photo Winners

Open Section
Ben Merivale

Scenic Section
Daryl Brenton




B-TRACE Australia

A division of B-QUAL Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 37 096 945 694
The Australian Honey Industry owned QA and Food Safety program

Join the B-TRACE program and enjoy these benefits

v Free use of the B-TRACE hive management app

Ensures you are compliant with current industry and regulatory requirements
Show your enterprise has been certified to high industry standards by

independent desk audit

v’ Use the B-TRACE logo and marketing tools for premium marketing and pricing
opportunities

v Enable your enterprise to show product provenance and product authenticity

v Be kept up to date with latest industry trends and standards

v’ Use B-TRACE social media outlets for business and beekeeping improvement
and opportunities

v Industry wide and Internationally recognised

v’ Free assistance audit hotline. 1800 630 890 or 0404 381 942

ANIAN

Practical quality assurance designed by and for beekeepers.

www. btrace.com.au

or email

admin@btrace.com.au
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Step 1.

Step 2.

Step 3.

How to get certified:

Make the decision to improve your business.

(a) Go to: www.Btrace.com.au

(b) Pay joining fee of $ 175.00 safely online, with our secure payment portal.
This initial payment covers your 12 month membership, hive
management app access and your annual desk audit.

(c) you immediately become a member and can enjoy the B-TRACE
advantages

(d) Your receipt will show your B-TRACE ID number

After payment receipt you will receive a supplier manual and access
details to the B-TRACE app

You are ready to go!
Just start entering your profile and hive management data.

When you feel confident and have completed training manual details and have your app
data up to date, go on line www.btrace.com.au go to self-audit page and apply for an

audit.

Upon successful audit completion you will be issued an Audit Certificate and Audit ID
number this is your key to full B-TRACE certification.

It is a requirement that each Enterprise is audited within 11 months of joining to
maintain B-TRACE certification.

WHO IS B-TRACE
PROGRAM FOR?

Intended for small semi commercial and recreational
beekeepers who:

© Manage or own total hive holding of 100 hives or less,
and production/sales of less than 6,000 kg per year

© Buy in honey bee products less than 6,000 kg per year

© Typically sell to:

>
>
>
>

>

Farmers Markets

Direct to consumers

Food stalls

Boutique shops, such as Bakeries, Fruit and
Vegetable, Delicatessens, Restaurants and similar
Or, any other outlets
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HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES

Col & Linda Wilson PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI NSW 2327 Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FOUNDATION

PLASTIC WAX
The Best Plastic Foundation We can mill to the thickness
you require
You Can Buy Have your own wax milled or
Dominates Sales in exchanged for foundation in
USA and CANADA stock
Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal | npoNE COMB FOUNDATION
" available
fu PLAST-IICblF RAMES Wax bought or exchanged for
dvallabic bee goods
AFB
FRAMES TEST KITS

Premium Quality

For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES
WEATHERTEX
Lids & Bottom Boards
QUEEN EXCLUDERS
FRAME FEEDERS
QUEEN CELLS

Quick and easy to use
Results in just 3 minutes

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

bg’ Vita beehealth

Products available including
Pollen & Feed Supplements

\_

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES

Email: honeybeel00@skymesh.com.au
Phone: 02 4930 4950
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Honey Bee Industry Development Officer
Report

Madlen Kratz

Honey Bee Industry Development Officer

Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries
T: 02 4939 8948 273 E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au

The lifecycle and feeding habits of Varroa mites
Lifecycle

The lifecycle of Varroa mites includes two distinct stages, the phoretic phase and the reproductive phase. The phoretic
phase is spent on the adult bee and the reproductive phase is spent inside a bee brood cell (Figure 1).

| Phoretic phase |

| Reproductive phase ‘

Figure 1. The lifecycle of Varroa mites showing the phoretic and reproductive phases, adapted from Nazzi et al. (2016).

Varroa can only reproduce on bee brood
No brood = no mite breeding

Finding the right cell to breed in

The female mite enters the brood cell of an advanced-aged larva just before the cell is capped, by nurse bees. Mites enter
worker cells around 15-20hrs prior to capping and drone cells around 40-50hrs prior to cell capping. Mites are attracted
to the right aged larvae via various chemical cues released by the larvae itself or from components of the bee brood
pheromone, which also plays a role in initiating capping of brood cells in nurse bees.

The mite does not reach the brood cell on its own but is carried there by a nurse bee, which is abandoned only a short
distance from the bee larva that will be parasitized.

Male vs female brood cells

Mites find drone (male) honey bee brood significantly more attractive to breed in than worker (female) brood.

Approximately 4 out of 5 mites will enter drone brood if given a choice.

Why drone brood may be more attractive:
- Longer development phase

- Slightly lower brood temperature
- Greater amounts of attractant compounds (from larvae and/ or larval food)

Queen cells are rarely invaded by mites, possibly because of chemical cues from royal jelly that are absent in larval food
of workers and drones.

Egg laying
The mite sinks itself into the larval food at the bottom of the cell and emerges once the brood cell is fully capped. The
mother mite may lay up to six eggs at intervals of about 30 hours. The first egg develops into a male mite and the rest are

female.

35 Australia’s Honeybee News July - August 2022



Egg development

Mite development from egg to adult takes about 8—10 days. The first mite (male) mates with the female mites as they
mature. On average, 1.5 daughter mites emerge from a worker cell and 2.5 daughter mites emerge from a drone cell along
with the mother mite (Figure 2). The male and undeveloped female mites die inside the cell.

The mother mite and her daughters are then capable of crawling back into adjoining brood cells to complete the
reproduction life cycle again. Once the population of mites has increased substantially, it is possible for several female
mites to enter and reproduce in the same brood cell.

There can be 24-30 breeding cycles for the mites in a year. It is believed that female mites will breed up to three times
over the course of their life span. Thus, as long as honey bee brood is present, the mites will breed and their numbers will
increase exponentially. If drone brood is present, then the mite population will increase even faster.

Figure 2. The normal composition of a “Varroa family” within
a honey bee worker brood cell, approximately 11 days after
the capping of the brood cell. Upper row from left to right:
Protonymph, deutonymph, deutochrysalis. Lower row from left
to right: freshly molted young female, mother mite, adult male.
— Figure adapted from Rosenkranz et al. 2010.

Feeding

What do varroa mites eat?

Previously, it was believed that Varroa mites exclusively feed on the haemolymph (“bee blood”) of honey bees. Since
then Ramsey et al. (2019) discovered that unlike previously thought, the parasitic mite does not consume haemolymph,
but damages host bees by consuming fat body. In a trial, mites that fed on fat body not only survived for longer, but also
produced more eggs than those fed haemolymph. This suggests that fat body is integral to their diet when feeding on
brood as well.

Why is this finding so important?

The fat body of honey bees, a tissue roughly analogous to the mammalian liver, is the primary storage and synthesis
site for protein and lipids. A honey bee’s fat body is essential to proper immune function, hormone regulation, pesticide
detoxification, overwinter survival, and several other essential processes in healthy bees.

Ramsey et al. (2019): “Adult bees parasitized by Varroa as brood are unable to store protein from the pollen consumed in
their diet as adults and the synthesis of fat is inhibited.”

Substantially damaged fat body tissue has a reduced ability to produce antimicrobial peptides (critical in immune
response), lipophorin and wax precursors (important for preventing dehydration). The fat body also plays a critical role in
thermoregulation, regulating metabolism and facilitates metamorphosis.

Where is fat body tissue found?
Fat body tissue is distributed throughout the body cavity of larvae and early stage pupae. In adult bees fat body tissue is
located in the abdomen (primarily localized to the inner dorsal and ventral surfaces of the metasoma) (Figure 3).

Feeding strategy of mites

Feeding location

Varroa mites predominantly prefer the inner ventral surface of the metasoma as larger deposits of fat body tissue are found
in this location. Varroa mites also seem to prefer the third segment, possibly because it is the longest segment, providing
more space for feeding while concealing most of its body from a grooming host (Figure 4).

Adult host

Varroa mites prefer to feed on nurser bees over other adult bees
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Nurse bees have substantially larger and more nutritionally dense fat body tissue than newly emerged bees or forager

Head

Mesosoma

Metasoma

Lateral view (left) Dorsal view Lateral view (right)

Figure 3. Varroa destructor shows consistent preference for the underside of the abdomen (metasoma) of adult host bees, an area predominated by

fat body tissue just beneath the cuticle. (Left) Diagram showing frequency of Varroa found in each location on 104 parasitized worker bees in five

trials (st, sternite, tg, tergite). Mites strongly preferred the third segment of the metasoma to any of the other 23 locations. Adapted from Ramsey et
al. (2019).

Figure 4. Varroa mite hiding on the underside of a worker bee abdomen (inner ventral -right).

Varroa detection and monitoring
For information on varroa mite detection and monitoring please visit: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/seasonal-pests-

and-diseases/spring/varroa-mite
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New digital beehive monitoring system
improves efficiency of managing

remote beehives

Multiple features in an affordable, flexible and intuitive system.

Many beekeepers travel long distances to visit their
apiaries. If that’s you, you’ll appreciate how valuable

it would be to have an insight into the health of your
hives and the needs of your bees, before you make
the trip to check on them. Just imagine how much
more enjoyable and efficient beekeeping could be if
there were no surprises when you arrived at the apiary.

That's where Hivemate steps in. It’s like having an extra
pair of hands in the apiary, helping you keep an eye on
your hives, even when you’re not there.

Hivemate’s digital beehive monitoring system allows
you to work smarter, saving you time and money by
ensuring you only make the journey out to the apiary
when your bees need you. By simply checking the
Hivemate app, you'll know in advance when the flow
has dried up and it’s time to move the hives, and you'll
never lose bees to swarming again because Hivemate
will let you know when it’s time to harvest your honey.

The Hivemate system can be used on wooden or
plastic hives and sits underneath the box, replacing
the original base. Hivemate records the hive’s weight,
temperature, humidity, and exact location, providing
updated data every 30 minutes between 4 am and

10 pm, every single day.
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This allows you to monitor and track the honey output
and the box entrance temperature during the bees’
active hours, and enjoy peace of mind knowing that
your hive is where you left it. You can even opt for
sound monitoring as an added extra, so you can listen
to your bees no matter where you are.

Hivemate can run off Wi-Fi, 4G, or a combination of
both, to ensure instant access to your data as soon as
it's recorded. The Hivemate unit is fitted with a solar
charging panel, meaning it'll charge itself automatically
for long, uninterrupted battery life.

All the data will be recorded and kept within the
Hivemate app on your smartphone, computer, or
television, meaning you won’t have to worry about
taking hive notes ever again.

Whether you keep bees as a hobby or have a large
commercial apiary, Hivemate has been designed for
you. Our system can be customised to suit your needs,
to ensure that you’ll get the most out of working

with Hivemate.

With our world-class beehive monitoring system on
your team, you’ll be able to watch over your bees no
matter where you are — even when you’re on holiday.
Hivemate gives you all the information you need to
keep your bees happy, healthy, and productive,
leaving you to focus on the rewards.

With Hivemate by your side, you don’t have to do it
all on your own anymore.

Work smarter with Hivemate. Contact us today!

For more information about Hivemate,

including all the technical specifications, available
packages and products, and answers to our most
frequently asked questions, head to our website
at www.hivemate.com.au or get in touch at
sales@hivemate.com.au or (03) 8401 4248.
Distributors and retailers wanted!

Hivemale

MONITORING SYSTEM

Visit us at Booth 35-36 at the
4th Australian Bee Congress
on June 8-11 at Rosehill Gardens
Racecourse, Sydney

4th AUSTRALIAN

@ = Bee Congress

Atthe heart of a healthy Australia




Work Smarter with ’.

Hivemate

The world-class beehive monitoring system
that’s affordable and easy to use.

6 key benefits with Hivemate:

/ ) Watch over your bees A Setan alert for the best
@ no matter where you are time to harvest your honey

— N
@ Monitor your bees through ', Solar powered for
—3 the app anywhere, anytime —— uninterrupted battery life
@ Check your hive's é Know the temperature
weight at any time and humidity of your hives

Hivemate is a digital beehive monitoring system that
provides live data on the health and productivity of your bees.
With Hivemate, all it takes to check on your hives is a quick
glance at the Hivemate app.

Whether you keep bees as a hobby or have a large commercial
apiary, Hivemate has been designed for you. Our system can
be customised to suit your needs, to ensure that you’ll get the
most out of working with Hivemate.

With Hivemate by your side, you don’t have to do it all on
your own anymore.

Work smarter with Hivemate. Contact us today!
www.hivemate.com.ou or get in touch at

sales@hivemate.com.au or (03) 8401 4248.
Distributors and retailers wanted!

Hivemale i
MONITORING SYSTEM E
Scan QR code
DS qa‘ggéméhgﬁress Visit us at Booth 35-36 at the 4th Australian Bee Congress

At ofs ey Ausin on June 8-11 at Rosehill Gardens Racecourse, Sydney



> THE BETTER WAY
FOR BEEKEEPERS

Beewise is a family-owned business, with more than
60 years' experience in the beekeeping industry.

Beewise is a science and engineering-based company committed to providing Gn vmns
beekeepers throughout Australia with a comprehensive range of quality
beekeeping equipment and products, many of which are produced in-house.

Our workshop is set up to design and produce custom-made equipment to
meet beekeepers' individual requirements.

Comprehensive range of quality Beekeeping Equipment

- ®
TUVRheinland

Konigin Extractors

2-Frame to 100-Frame
Tangential, Radial, Horizontal

Kaptarlift Hive Trolleys Apimaye Thermo Hives
Manual & Electric 7-Frame Nucs, 7-Frame & 10-Frame Hives
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Beemax Full Depth Plastic Frames

Premium Quality Plastic Frames of pure food grade ABS resin
that set the industry benchmark for lug strength, rigidity and
durability. Rounded corners for less finger trauma.

Premium Grade Full Depth Wood Frames

- Assembled Brass Eyelets, Wired, Waxed

Six (6) SS Wires for added spin strength. Unassembled &
assembled/wired also available. Premium Grade WSP Wood Frames -
Assembled Brass Eyelets, Wired, Waxed also available. Four (4) SS
Wires for added spin strength.

Wax-Dipped 8-frame & 10-Frame boxes
- F/Depth, WSP

Apimaye 10-Frame o DRS Uncapper
Base for Wood Hives L Quick and easy uncapping without
Vented base, entrance closure, - the need for power or heat source.

pest tray, removable pollen trap & tray with or without tub.

i ey
H =
- oS
.

7 . "//,.o

BEEWISE - Showroom-Warehouse ? & &

Q@ 5 Zeta Crescent, O'Connor WA 6163 '
. 1800 BEEWISE (Free Call) | 1800 233 947 (Free Call)

& bees@beewise.com.au @ www.beewise.com.au
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4th Australian Bee
Congress
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BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER
REPORT

NATIONAL
B E E Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer

NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
BIOSECURITY Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320
PROGRAM

Looking at Varroa mites.

No matter which way the varroa incursion ends up it
cannot be denied that EVERYTHING changed forever
for all Australian beekeepers on Wednesday 22" of

June, 2022. The biggest of the big bad wolves, Varroa
destructor (V. jacobsoni, Tropilaelaps and Tracheal Mites
are the other ones) was confirmed to be in NSW and the
uncertainty associated with actually having it here began.
I live and work within 40 minutes of where it first popped
up and so it is on my own doorstep, and maybe already
breeding within my own bees!

On that day I was called by the Deputy Chief Plant
Protection Officer (CPPO) advising that varroa mites had
been found on sticky mats from two of the Newcastle
Port sentinel hives. I was asked to accompany Mark Page
(BBO-Surveillance and who manages the program at

the Ports of Newcastle, Botany and Kembla under the
direction of the National Bee Pest Surveillance Program
procedures) to euthanize all the hives at Newcastle that
night.

The Sentinel hives are sampled approximately every 6 weeks via many
different methods. This alcohol wash contains around 450 bees.

A sticky mat after 24 hours in a hive with miticide strips. The longer
the mats stay in the more debris that they pick up, which can make
it harder to spot mites (which is why they get sent to the lab).

Ph: 02 4939 8946 Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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The next day we were up early and transported all
wrapped hives to a secure DPI location where we
removed absolutely every bee and piece of brood and
debris from all 9 hives, double wrapped, labelled and
decontaminated everything and transported it all to the
Lab at Menangle by 7pm that night. During that day we
bagged up around 150 000-200 000 bees and pulled out
a few obvious drone brood, and we saw ZERO mites
during all of that work. We both know what mites look
like and yet nothing was seen during 6 hours of sifting
through dead bees and brood. We then drove to another
location, completely decontaminated everything again
and left that vehicle there and drove off home in a clean
one.

The lab later advised that they found a total of 600 mites
washed off the euthanised bees (and one hive had over
200 mites) and generally between 1 and 8 mites per 100
sealed brood that they uncapped. With around 3 frames
containing sealed brood per hive that could be anywhere
between 100 and 1000 mites sitting protected under
capped brood in some of those hives.

This demonstrates just how hard it is for most beekeepers
to actually spot varroa with the naked eye on bees, as

it is simply not very effective unless you are already
“lousy” with high mite numbers. Therefore Australian
beekeepers cannot rely on their eyesight to do “visual
varroa surveillance”, which is exactly why the Australian
Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice (the
Code) has always listed sugar shake, drone uncapping
and alcohol washing as the 3 approved methods of exotic
mite surveillance.

All of these methods do work at finding mites, but right
now (at time of writing mid-July 2022) all beekeepers
should be looking at undertaking alcohol washing as the
preferred method. Alcohol washing is the quickest and
most accurate method for a busy beekeeper to use when
looking for mites and having to sample many hives in a
short period of time. Whilst in New Zealand some years
back Mark Page and myself thoroughly sugar-shook

a sample of bees (took around 4 minutes) and found 1
mite. We then alcohol washed that same sample and
quickly obtained another mite. This demonstrates that
whilst alcohol kills the bees sampled (which makes it a
good swarm management tool in spring) that it is also
generally more effective than sugar. More info at www.
dpi.nsw.gov.au/varroa

Nevertheless many recreational beekeepers in the
Newcastle area have been using sugar shakes and finding
mites, so this all demonstrates that actually getting out
there and looking for mites is far more important than
which method you use. The biggest point that has so far
come out of the varroa incursion is that it is blatantly
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obvious that some beekeepers were not doing their mite
surveillance, and judging by their high mite numbers they
should have found them in March-April (which would
have greatly assisted the eradication effort).

High mite numbers. Our industry is in crisis because beekeepers were
not looking for them. Pic Mark Page, NSW DPI.

Beekeepers running more hives than they can effectively
manage has always been a major concern, as generally
they just don’t do a very good job of keeping them alive
and healthy, plus they also impact other beekeepers
around them. They are time poor so often cut corners and
don’t undertake all the proper management they should.
One of the things that they have obviously skipped on

is undertaking their legal obligations under the Code to
survey for exotic mites in spring and autumn each year,
so they have REALLY impacted all beekeepers around
them now.

It remains unclear how this varroa mite incursion will
play out. Varroa could be fully eradicated, or mainly
contained within quarantine zones (with small outbreaks
here and there that need to be addressed) or move
towards a transition to management if it spreads slowly
via natural foraging and swarming (or far more quickly
via beekeeper movements - definitely the fastest way that
it will spread), beekeepers need to now realise that they
need to change their ways. Check your hives and if you
find mites don’t move, but do report it to DPI.

When we look back at the fate of the dinosaurs after a
few meteors struck the planet you can compare that to
what happens in every country where varroa arrives.
There is a new kid on the block and every beekeeper
will have different abilities at managing its negative
affects upon their bees and their businesses bottom line.
The really important thing is to accept that things are
changing in Australian beekeeping NOW and YOU
need to change how you do things, otherwise you may
not make it. It will be sink or swim, some will leave the
industry and others will fill the voids left by them.

The main initial steps that every beekeeper should

address to become more resilient to varroa are;

1. Record keeping. Please, start keeping records if you
have not done so yet, and ensure that you accurately
detail all hive movements, hive management and
results of all brood inspections/pest and disease
sampling including varroa numbers if you do find
them. For all those with records please ensure that
everything is up to date and covers all the important
points.
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2. Mite sampling. Undertake FREQUENT mite
inspections, which for any commercial operator
should be alcohol washing an absolute minimum of
10% of hives in each apiary, and re-done frequently.
Ensure that you mark which hives were washed and
when. Keep records (written and photographic) and
advise NSW DPI of all your results especially if you

find mites (keep sample for testing).
e Mg ooy

Enlarged picture from a mob phone shows the distinctive shape of
varroa. If your eyes are a bit tired then use glasses, take pictures,
using a jeweller's loupe or magnifying glass to assist. Keep samples if
you find anything even remotely suspicious.

3. Re-evaluate your hive numbers. If varroa becomes
established the overall number of hives that each
beekeeper can manage drops (sometimes by quite
a lot) as much more work needs to be done on each
hive (and frequency of visits). If your operation
already runs high hive number per beekeeper then to
survive with varroa that will need to change. Options
include reducing your hive numbers, working
far more hours (which has many downsides) or
employing and training more workers. All of these
options have ramifications on operating costs and
profitability, so think them through thoroughly before

making a decision.

2t el s TR & e

Industry volunteers assisting DPI to do mite surveillance on a

neglected apiary. Neglected apiaries would succumb to high mite

numbers and then spread mites (and AFB) as they weaken and get
robbed. Please don 't be part of the problem.

4. Undertake bee biosecurity training. Every
beekeeper needs to be prepared, so they should
understand both the little mite that is varroa and the
various management options required to keep it in
check. The majority of hives in NSW continue to
rear brood all season and right through winter, which
makes life easier for varroa. They will breed up faster
and many of them will be protected (whilst in their
reproductive phase under capped brood) from most
treatments that will kill phoretic mites (the ones that
are exposed on adult bees). A lot of varroa treatments



have strict conditions for how and when to use to
avoid chemical residues in honey or excessive death
of bees or brood, so there will be a lot to learn in
that area. Treating varroa is not just about putting
strips in hives all year round, so beekeepers need

to understand and plan when they can undertake
different treatments at specific times, and if they need
to pull bees off a honey flow and remove all honey
first, or manipulate hives to give them a brood break
to ensure that a specific treatment will be safe and
actually work well enough.

5. Barrier systems. Running these and having
individual hive identification can really assist in
varroa management through improved biosecurity
and the ability to keep better management and
movement records.

The entire varroa journey will be easier if it is eradicated
soon, but due to the sheer size of the red zones it is likely
that this outcome could take many years, cost many tens
of millions of dollars and impact numerous beekeepers
along the way. Therefore we should all be prepared for

a longer association with varroa and learn all about our

NATIONAL

BEE

BIOSECURITY
PROGRAM

Bee Build

It does what is says—Builds BEES
A Complete Pollen Replacement based on

Scientific Honeybee Industry Research
(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054)

Visit www.beebuild.com.au
for full story and how to feed.
Available in 5kg, 10kg, 20kg or 25kg

Bee Build Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg
Bee Boost: 500g—a probiotic for bees

Enquiries and Sales Contact:
Robert & Melissa Dewar
Ph: (07) 5463 5513
www.beebuild.com.au
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new enemy. NSW DPI is preparing industry relevant
varroa training as part of its support of beekeepers, so
watch this space.

And to finish the beginning of this varroa story Mark and

I were sent to a commercial apiary on Saturday 25™ June,

where any remaining doubts about there being any varroa
here were thoroughly smashed. Getting over 60 mites in a
quick alcohol wash (they were dropping out like flies) of

the first hive we checked proved beyond all doubt that we
are in the biggest fight of our beekeeping lives.

We all need to choose if we will sink or swim, so if you
are on the swim team who aim to win then please ensure
that you do everything as asked by NSW DPI. Their rules
are set out to give us the best hope of winning this fight
against varroa. Everybody is impacted (some a lot more
than others), and it only takes one rotten egg to derail a
great amount of hard work and sacrifice made by many
others. I ask EVERYBODY to follow the DPI rules and
to remember that most of you are not hurting nearly as
much as those in and around the red zone, so please don’t
let them down.

The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.

FACTORY DIRECT
Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

Plastic Beehive Components

+ Made in Australia for Australian conditions

- Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
« Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
« Natural cell size

« Mitred bottom corners

- 6mm engagement tongue

Buy NOW!! IN-STORE or ONLINE www.danbar.com.au

Contact:

Danbar Plastics
sales@danbar.com.au
Ph: (03) 5382 4740

BEEPLAS

(/1] Australia
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Vale
John Norris Deacon
4™ October 1934 — 24™ June 2022
“Gone to the Bees”

John or Deaco to many of us was a loyal member of the Central Tableland Branch of NSW Apiarist Association. A branch
meeting was not a meeting unless John was in attendance. He was part of our beekeeping family.

John was born at Yerranderie near Warragamba Dam where times were hard and the family lived off the land. This gave
John a wealth of knowledge and love of the land, flora and fauna.

Married life saw John move to Lithgow where he worked as a local mechanic and together with his bees John raised his
family. His mechanical skills got him out of many a breakdown with old bee trucks in remote locations. So in his late
80’s John was still beekeeping and sharing his knowledge with anyone who would listen. Most people who travelled the
highway from Sydney to western NSW would know John as he was the guy who sold his honey every weekend at a spot
near Hartley at the foot of the blue mountains.

John, a man of good humour, always had a tale to tell. He thought mobile phones where rubbish as they never worked
when you needed them. Just a month ago after a day with the bees he was stuck at the side of the road no phone reception.
It was coming on dark and he saw tractor lights in the distance so set off on foot, a good mile, to find someone to pull him

out. He was only 87. John was a good mate to all and a true gentleman.

Phioto above is taken at our Last branch fielo dag in April 2022

FRAME CLEANERS

Keep putting of the messy and thankless task of cleaning hive frames?

Welcome to the new innovative Powershot Turbo Frame Cleaner, giving you a comparative, mess free
and quick solution for cleaning frames. No need to pre-soak or steam frames prior to cleaning These
units are also adjustable to take the 3 sizes of plastic frames making it suitable for all users.

Obtain exceptional results for very little effort with these frame cleaners. Testing has proven 95% or better
cleaning result even on the most difficult frames.

Before... After...

HIGH-PRESSURE WASHERS
- HOT WATER

HW-1211

Description Min. Pressure Req. Min. Volume Req.  Max. Temp.
PS1000FC | Single Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 11L/pm 600
L PS2000FC | Double Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 19L/pm 600

Buy now for the season - Call Andrew on 0400 259 646 Email: sales@powerblast.com.au www_powershot.co.nz
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SAME RUGGED
RELIABILITY

Brand new look

Since 1982, we've been helping hard-working Aussies clean
machinery, mines, farms, factories, and fleets of vehicles. Our
brand now has a fresh new look while we continue to work
tirelessly to exceed your reliability expectations.

"'"lEl Call 1300 880 403 Ta u G H
‘a‘g' spitwater.com.au C,'_-,-L’ R E A D v




BEECHWORTH
HONEY

100% Australian Honey....Always!

« 100% Australian family owned

« Family beekeepers since the
1880’s

. Caring about bees, beekeepers,
nature and families

. Putting people before profits to
build a better beekeeping legacy

. Treating others like we’d like to
be treated to make a difference
for food security

To make your honey or beeswax make
more of a difference contact Steven !
Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or
beekeeper@beechworthhoney.com.au

beechworthhoney.com.au

00O

BECOME A

BERRINGA BEEKEEPER

At Berringa, we've proudly supported Aussie beekeepers for 25 years and we're always
on the lookout for new suppliers.
What are the advantages of being a Berringa beekeeper?
We’re 100% Australian owned and operated
¢ All Berringa products are 100% Australian sourced.
~¢ From Eucalyptus and Manuka to honeycomb and beeswax, we believe
Aussie honey is unbeatable.
¢ Based in Melbourne, the Berringa team is always on hand to answer
your queries.
We’re transparent
W Al Manuka is independently tested.
¢ We pay our beekeepers based on independent laboratory results. Our
quality standards include ACO, Codex, BSafe and TGA.
We care about our beekeepers
¢ Drum and IBC supply is free for our regular Manuka suppliers.
¢ Our dedicated procurement managers and friendly customer service team
are on hand to offer beekeeper support.
Be part of a company that drives Australian honey in the international
and domestic markets. Talk to our friendly procurement and supply team today.

Contact:
Geoff Lord - Procurement Manager
m: +61417 598 201 t: +61 3 8456 3543
e: geoff.lord@berringa.com
Berringa Customer Service
t: +61 3 8456 3543 e: beekeepers@berringa.com
berringa.com

BERRINGA

SO

Australian Organic Honey Company Pty Ltd
24 Westside Dr, Laverton North VIC 3026, Australia
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Steam

For decapping, extractors,
wax reducer & wash down

Fully Automatic

Electric Steam Boilers

Advantages

Model shown ranges
from 3kW to 42kW

B Steam output from
5.7 to 66.8kg/hr.

B Models range from
1/3 h.p. 3kW) to
48 h.p. (480kW).

B Fast steam raising

B Compactly packaged &
self contained, no plant
room required

W 99% Thermal efficiency

M Low capital & low
installation costs

Bl No boiler attendant
required
(state regulations may
limit maximum capacity)

B Simple installation
requires only connection
of water & electricity

M No flue - no fire
- no risk of explosion
- no fumes or smell

B No oil storage tank
- no oil deliveries

Bl Clean equipment
& work area

SIMONS

BOILERS

1/33 Maddox Street
Alexandria NSW 2015

Ph: (02) 8338 8660

Fax: (02) 8338 8661

B Can be installed adjacent
to steam appliance in
workspace

M Quiet & reliable operation
- low maintenance cost

Ml Simple to operate
& maintain - no sophis-
ticated burner/ignition/
draft controls - no fire
brick maintenance

Bl Corrosion resistant, no
tubes, gussets or stays -
no heat transfer surfaces

B Low heating element
replacement cost

M All spare parts available
ex stock

B Comprehensive
operating & maintenance
instructions, wiring
& piping diagrams
accompany each boiler

Australian family owned
company Est.1932

144 Colchester Road
Bayswater North VIC 3153

ph: (03) 9462 6700
Agents in all other states

www.simonshoilercom.au




Protecting the Bee Industry
from Disease & Pests Matters

Gamma Irradiation Kills:

Steritech Wetherill Park’s Gamma Irradiation
Facility offers commercial treatment
to the Beekeeping Community.

American Foulbrood (AFB)
European Foulbrood (EFB)
Nosema ceranae
Ascosphaera apis

Small Hive Beetle

Nosema apis

Gamma Irradiation is a chemical-free, heat-free
alternative used to protect beehives from disease
and pests.

Sterilisation with Steritech is easy.

Book Your Treatment

NSW Wetherill Park 02 8785 4400

QLD Narangba 07 3385 8400

VIC Dandenong 03 8726 5566

VIC  Merrifield (Mickleham) 03 9216 3500

www.steritech.com.au

STERITECH

Protecting what matters



When did I become a

beekeeper?

In 2005 I became a full-time
beekeeper, but I have always

helped during the school

holidays & done weekends work.:=

Apiary home location?
Sutton in the southern tablelands.

Favourite honey?
River Red Gum

Do I do pollination, if so, what?
We have done some almond pollination in the past in the
Griffith NSW area

Are you a queen breeder?
I try to breed as many queens as I can for our own use

—
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Pack your own honey?
No but the family has been supplying Capilano for many
years

Favourite honey recipe?
Making honey joys for the kids

Family history?
I’m a 3rd generation beekeeper

Favourite hobby?
Fishing and hunting

What is the most useful beekeeping equipment you
own?
A Bobcat you can do everything

What is your favourite season?
Spring

What honey flow do you avoid?
Grey box (knockem box)




BRANCH NEWS

North Coast Branch update

On the 25" of May the North Coast branch held a
meeting at Macksville RSL club for members that reside
around that area as it is a long way to travel for them to
attend meetings further North. This meeting was a follow
up to a previous meeting held in April, mainly to see if
we could revive the Mid North Coast branch.

Approximately 40 beekeepers turned up which was great
to see and appreciated by all. This time we were able to
have Rod Bourke and Mark Page attend to give a pep talk
about pest and disease courses, this was meet with great
interest and many signed up for future courses. Thankyou
Rod and Mark for making the time to attend. It was also
unanimously agreed that we look into the revival of the
Mid North Coast branch.

Steve Fuller
North Coast branch
President.

Flood Update Meeting

On the 27" May the North Coast branch were lucky to
secure a meeting with various government bodies to
address the issues we are having in gaining access to
grant money and help as required.

Approximately 50 interested people turned up for this
meeting and was address by the following people.
Ross Turvey - Rural Recovery Support Service, DPI,
Wollongbar
Stephen Green — DPI Regulatory Specialist Bees
Craig Jenkins — Director Business, Industry, Tourism
Flood Recovery
Kelly Moroney — National Recovery & Resilience
Agency, Recovery Support Officer

All listened as each speaker outlined what is available
and how to apply for them. These agencies also learnt
a lot from the questions asked. The general feeling was
it was a worth while meeting and all gained something
from it. [ would like to thank each speaker for making
the effort of coming to our meeting and listening to our
concerns.

Cheers,

Steve Fuller

North Coast branch,
President

North Coast Branch AGM

On the 27" May, North Coast branch held its’ AGM.
This meeting was well attended by 40 members and non-
members.
The results are;

President, Steve Fuller

Vice President, Troy McWhitter
Secretary, Col Maloney
Secretary Aid, Dave Fairhall

Treasurer, Tony Hannah
Congratulations to these volunteers as a lot of work goes
on behind the scenes.

We were also lucky to have Senior Constable Sam Martin
of the rural crime team attend to give an informative

talk about theft and vandalism prevention and how to

go about reporting it. Key points noted were, a; bees are
our livestock, b; if you think someone has been in your
apiary — take photos and report it. Thank you to Senior
Constable Sam Martin for his time to attend our meeting.

Our next meeting will be on the 29" July. Place to be
confirmed, if interested please contact us.

Regards,

Steve Fuller

North Coast branch
President
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The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment
& stainless steel manufacturing. Creating the largest
Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

Horizontal Extractors

+ 36 to 60 frame 3 bank - 48 to 144 frame 4 bank
- 198 frame 6 bank « Twin Systems
- Automated self loading machines

» Wax Melters - 200 Itr to 750 Itr
» Reducers - 1200 to 1800
» Capping spinner « S/S vane pumps
« Centrifuge - Heat exchange
» Storage tanks « Mixing/heating tanks

Testige
tainless

994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria
P: +61358591492-F:+61 3 5859 1495
E: info@prestigestainless.com

www.prestigestainless.com.au

BRANCHES PRESIDENTS SECRETARIES EMAIL

Central Tablelands Sam Lockwood 0477 460 642  Claire Bennett 0409 340 502 centraltablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au
Hunter Valley Col Wilson 02 49304950  Contact President huntervalleybranch@nswaa.com.au
North Coast Stephen Fuller 0488 434 498  Col Maloney 02 6663 7051  secretary.ncoast@nswaa.com.au
Northern Tablelands Richard Willis 0428 323 812 Glenn McConnell 02 6732 3222  secretary.ntablelands@nswaa.com.au
Riverina Stephen Targett 0428 649 321  Matthew Skinner 0427 651 360  secretary.riverina@nswaa.com.au
Southern Tablelands Laurie Kershaw 0428 628 731 Garth McClay 0400 989 115  southerntablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au
Sydney Miskell Hampton 0437 913 831 Jane Flitter 0413 769 411  sydneybranch@nswaa.com.au
Tamworth Ray Hull 02 6760 3634  Norm Maher 0447 603 245  secretary.tamworth@nswaa.com.au
Western Plains Daniel Warman 0431 386481  Shaun Sykes 0437 044 010  secretary.wplains@nswaa.com.au

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)
Chairman: Trevor Weatherhead CEOQO: Danny le Feuvre
Ph: 0402 467 780 Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au Website: www.honeybee.org.au
Mailing address: PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614

AGRIFUTURES - Honeybee & Pollination
Annelies McGaw Manager
Ph: 02 6923 6913]| 0407 987 738 Email: Annelies.McGaw@agrifutures.com.au Website: www.agrifutures.com.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary: Mr Richard Simms, 40 Kyle Rd Murwillumbah NSW 2484 Ph: 0468 481 768 Email: AQBBA21@gmail.com

CROP POLLINATION ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary: Mrs Debbie Porter, 135 Eusdale Road Yetholme NSW 2795 Ph: 0429 3785 383 Email: debbie.porter3@hotmail.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary: Mr Kevin Webb Email: kevin.webb@springgullyfoods.com.au
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AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL

For beekeeping information read
The American Bee Journal

Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, including )

questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00
Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:

51 South 2 Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341

Tel: (217) 847 3324  Fax: (217) 847 3660
Email: abj@dadant.com

Website: www.americanbeejournal.com
The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE

The Magazine of American Beekeeping
Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription

Member Benefits

Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be
represented through a common organisation

Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources

Help to secure your Industry’s future

Provide strong representation to Government

Membership Badge

Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers

Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News

the NSWAA bi-monthly journal & FREE classified
advertisment in journal

Annual State Conference & Trade / Feild Days

Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA
branches

Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers & NSW DPI
representatives at meetings, workshops & conferences

WEFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata -
1300 934 934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’
Association (NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let

www.BeeCulture.com for details your local Area Manager know you are a member to receive

this benefit for the Association - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417
AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL 943 451 E: jane.jones@wfi.com.au

The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc. * Discounts available through Bee Hive Incentive Program
Published monthly * SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members; rate
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas
For more information and a free sample copy
Contact: The Editor
PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RATES
The Association Membership year runs
from: 1 March to 28 February

THE BUZZ! Note: Rates from 1 March 2017

South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter oL hlve.s BLULILE et
Published 5 times annually 11 to 200 hives $200.00 2 votes
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 201 to 400 hives $300.00 4 votes
(minimum subs $100.00) :
For further information please contact: S ol s the Orviaites
The Secretary, SAAA 700 + $1.00 per hive 8 votes
PO Box 45 1001 + $1.00 per hive 10 votes
Salisbury SA 5108 Over 1500 hives $1.00 per hive 12 votes

Ph; 0419 982 102

Email: secretary@saaa.org.au Affiliated/Retired/Student  $65.00 1 vote
Honeybee News subscriber/member
THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER $65.00 0 vote

Bi-monthly newsletter for
The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney
Email: editor@beckeepers.asn.au

Honey Wanted

We Look For:

100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity

Packed in IBCs

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER

Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc.
www.nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions: Pauline Downie
PO Box 25207 Wellington 6146 New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254
Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising: Certa Solutions
PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515
Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz

Call: 0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie
Auburn NSW 2144
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POLLEN

Pollen available in 5kgs bags
1 x 5 kg bag $16/ kg
4 x 5kg bags $14/kg
20 x 5kg bags $13/kg

1 Box
5 Boxes
Plus freight

AUSTRALIAN EXPORTERS

ABN 96 078 192 300

Queen Bees

Prices include GST:
1-10 i, $39.00 each
11-49 i, $36.00 each
50 - 100, $34.00 each
100 Or OVEer....cevveeeennnen. $33.50 each

200 and over - Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / MERILL

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799
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Pure Honey

100% AUSTRALIAN

o AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE HONEY
i TRUSTED SINCE 1953

y

‘— 500g - Aystralian

Hive+Wellness

AUSSIE

Capilano: Australian owned and
operated, since 1953.

Capilano is owned by a wholly Australian
company, Hive + Wellness Australia that is
proudly headquartered in Richlands, QLD.

The honey used in Capilano products is
supplied by over 800 Australian beekeepers
and is packed and marketed by around 150
hardworking Australian locals across three
sites in Richlands, QLD, Maryborough, VIC, and
Bayswater, WA.

Hive + Wellness Australia is committed to
innovation and quality in Australian bee
products. We are equally dedicated to
protecting and fostering the growth of the
Australian Apicultural industry and your family’s
hardworking beekeeping businesses.

We are actively seeking to expand our supplier
network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax
from new and existing beekeepers.

To become a supplier, please contact our
Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:
P: 0419 431 652 E: s.covey@hivewell.com

100% Australian Honey -

Proud supporter of gz X O



SCHUTZ

PACKAGING SYSTEMS

SCHUTZ ECOBULK

EATURES INCLUDE:

- Economically designed for the safe

- Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high

- Capacity MX ECOBULK — 1,000L (275 Gal)

- Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

N

(,

'1\\.

AT

CONTACT SCHUTZ TO ORDER YOUR ECOBULK TODAY AT SALESAU@SCHUETZ.NET OR ON 03 9360 9291
WWW.SCHUETZ.NET




