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Prices effective from May 2021

UNTESTED

1-10 .......... $34.00 cach

11-49 ........ $30.00 cach

50+ ........... $26.00 cach Join now

and isolated mated breeders = $600.00

TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add $4 Per Queen

PAYMENT BY: Cheque or Direct Debit
Details on ordering

PO Box 99 WONDAI Queensland 4606
Phone: 0448 690 064 Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com
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+ Buying all grades of wax + Phone, Email and Bulk Orders welcomed MAN U FACTU RE RS AN D SU PPLI E Rs
+ Large range of beekeeping supplies + Postage and freight options available OF AI.I. YOU R BE E KE E PI N G N E E DS
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bbeesupplies@bordernet.com.au bbeesuppliesmorayfield@hotmail.com QUALITY
Website: www.burnettbeekeepingsupplies.com.au AUSTRALIAN
HOOP PINE

. AND OPERATED

Locally owned and
manufactured in our
factory on the Southern Darling Downs, QLD

Photo by

Jaye Hughes
Bidgee Pollination

Stockist of most other beekeeping supplies

65 Forde Street Allora QLD 4362 « 0448 717 051
www.dalrympleview.com.au ¢ sales@dalrympleview.com.au
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It is already March and the year is moving along very
quickly or is that old age catching up to me? Boy how
time flies when you are having fun!

Well I am not going to beat around the bush, lately

there has been a number of fires started by beekeepers
being careless with their smokers. I thought by running
“beekeeping during bushfire periods” would be enough to
bring everybody back to reality about how easy a bushfire
can start but obviously not. I know accidents do happen
but we need to be very careful when using a smoker in
dry times, sometimes no damage is done but it could
easily be an apiary, building or property that is destroyed.
If this keeps happening, we may even see a ban placed on
the use of smokers during these times and that will affect
the industry badly. So please use common sense when
using a smoker in dry times, don’t place it down on dry
grass and make sure you have put it out when you are
finished using it.

Next month will see Honeyland taking place at the Royal
Easter Show in the arts & crafts building where we were
last year. If you are at the show pop around and say
G’day to the volunteers who have given up their time

to promote our great industry. To all those who have
donated honey for this year [ would like to say thank you
very much. This is a great way to interact with the public
and educate them about our beautiful honeys that are not
adulterated and are uniquely Australian.

As the NSW Government is in caretaker mode until the
election has been held, it is really hard to get answers
from government departments as to what is happening in
regard to the Varroa response. We have seen very little
communication coming from DPI about the required
alcohol washes needed to be done to be compliant, this
has been discussed and agreed that it needs to be changed
for the better otherwise it is unworkable and impossible
for beekeepers to comply. I am waiting for the order to be
changed so members can be informed and know where
they stand. It is still necessary for you to report your
alcohol washes to DPI by filling in the online form or by
calling 1800 084 881.

The Conference is shaping up to be one not to be missed.
It has taken more time then normal to get the conference
organised and many adjustments have been made trying
to get outstanding speakers to come for us. It is going to
be two days packed with information for all. NSW AA
has been successful in obtaining a grant to help with the
cost of the conference for this year, more on this will be
released after the election.

I would like branches to think about what education
courses they would like to have for their members. This

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

could be anything from pest and diseases, chemical
courses, first aid, governance, use of drones, advance
4X4 driving, chain saw and forklift license; just to name
a few! Most courses only allow for 20 students at a time,
and we need to give the training organisation time to get
ready. [ will have a full list of available courses sent to
each branch within the next few weeks.

It is good to hear that some areas are obtaining honey.
The North Coast has gone very dry for honey lately even
though there is flower appearing on trees like bloodwood
and ash. There has been a bit of ti-tree flowering as well
but nothing to write home about. I have heard the red
stringy down south has been doing a bit and that’s good
for those that have sites in those areas. Bloodwood,
apple box and a few other trees have been yielding

but in general it has been a poor year for honey, some
beekeepers have not even turned their extraction plants
this year. With all this said, the price of bulk is still going
down.

With the berry industry needing pollination now and a
lot are in the eradication zone, which means the bees
are going on a one way trip, it is concerning that many
inexperienced people are buying hives for this purpose.
Growers have contacted me regarding the price some
beekeepers are asking and also the quality of bees being
supplied. I am not here to tell anybody what price they
should sell their hives for or comment about quality of
gear but [ will say this does reflect on our industry and
we need to be professional about our dealings as it could
damage our image over the years to come.

Kind regards,
Your President,
Steve Fuller

APIARY COTS

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520
Buy Australian Made

Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers
Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231
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DON'T SHUT
YOUR DOOR
ON TERMITES!

DEMISE" -

TERMITE DETECTION & |
ELIMINATION SYSTEM &

e Kills termites and wipes out the colony
e Easy to use in-ground traps
e Very low toxicity for humans and pets

e
DEMISE™ |

WMMMM

Demise Kit includes: 10 Demise Bait Stations, 4 X 100g of Abide,
5 X 50g of Converge, 20 Baitwood blocks

Y DIY SOLUTIONS AND HELPFUL ADVICE

www.pestcontroldirect.com.au

Il
@ PEST CONTROL DIRECT

Protect ‘
Your'

Hives!

Control Small
Hive Beetles

APIS Small Hive Beetle Traps in conjunction
with Topbait™ PLUS or APIS Sticky Boards
will help put you back in control of your hives!
Topbait™ PLUS is registered for use within bee hives by the APVMA.

TOPBAIT
APVMA Approval #68330/108733

www.pestcontroldirect.com.au
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NSWAA
Honour Roll 2023

Beewise Australia
WFI
Select Harvests Ltd
Nuplas Apiarists Supplies
Steritech Pty Ltd
HivelQ
Lyson Beekeeping Supplies

Lockwood Beekeeping
Supplies

Varroa Easy Check
Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies
Australian Rainforest Honey

Ecrotek

Dalrymple View Apiary
Supplies

Hive & Wellness Australia

AgriFutures Australia

Working together

supporting each other




AUSTRALIA’S NO.1
BEEKEEPING LOADER

AANT

Compact Articulated Loaders

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd

Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800 686 ‘mﬁ‘

411 to organise your obligation free demo! g
Made in Finland

v~ Ability to load the truck from
one side using telescopic boom

v’ Huge lifting capacity up to
1500kg

v~ Park sideways across truck

v~ Optional air-conditioned cabin

v~ Self Levelling Boom

v~ Prompt delivery Australia wide

v~ All terrain 4wd with
outstanding stability

v~ Backed by a Family business for
over 25 years

v~ Save time and man power

v~ Easy to access and operate

v~ Over 200 attachments

v~ Easy finance options available

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com |
www.avantequipment.com
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PLATINUM SPONSOR

Beewise Australia is proud to be appointed Platinum Sponsor for this
premier beekeeping event.
Delegates are invited to visit to Beewise booths 4 & 9.

Beewise's extensive range of products are available on-line.
First time on-line purchases enjoy a 10% discount*.
Delivery Australia-wide.

(1) 1800 BEEWISE
1800 233 947

bees@beewise.com.au
www.beewise.com.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE LINE P/L

2l Vg s ] [ i '« ABN:88610 746 257
ITe]; L= ‘Nioian | ‘j-;’?- > ACN: 610746257

PRICES EFFEC TVE FROM SPRING 2022

MR e e - T o A A $33.00 each + p&h

TR AW, ... e b A . . ) $31.00 each
510 ol e ST, T, . AR $29.00 each
SR Over 100 (in total) ...cceeeeeeeeemnneeennnene. $28.00 each
R A R T S $27.00 each

Prices GST Inclusive: 51 =5 Ele -0 BT applies for orders . ar 1

' VISA = Terms: Payment prior to dispatch
' Terms and conditions apply. EFTPOS facility is available.

For Orders & Enquiries Contact Beck
Address: 21 Leewood Drive, Orange NSW 2800 or PO Box 80 Orange, NSW 2800

Office Hours: 9.00am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday | Phone: (02) 6369 0565 | Fax: (02) 6369 0575
Email: info@australianqueenbeeline.com.au ® Web: www.australianqueenbeeline.com.au
Before and After Office Hours Phone: 0448 555 157

Australia’s Honeybee News March - April 2023 8



Visit our neuw website
www.hummerbee.com
to learn about all of our
other available models:

Rough Terrain Forklifts XRT XL XT,,,

The classic Hummerbee
just got even better...

TURBO I

The Hummerbee Turbo is now more
pouwlerful, smoother, and faster than ever.
Nouw featuring 56 hp being produced by
a Tier 4 emissions compliant, Kohler
turbo diesel engine. Diesel exhaust fluid
is NOT required.

More pouwer, a new maintenance - free
articulation joint, easy to use joystick
mast controls, digital gauge display, a
quieter, redesigned transfer case, and
the highest lift capacity in its class uihile
being even more compact than before,
make the Turbo Il the most exciting
Hummerbee yet.

A& O

FORKLIFT

www.hummerbee.com Call A&GO Forklift to order today
800-943-8677
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DPI SUPPORT ROLES
INTENSIVE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRIES
Alex Russell
Director Intensive Livestock
Livestock Systems Branch
NSW Department of Primary Industries Agriculture
PO Box 900 Dubbo NSW 2830
T: +61 2 6881 1212 M: 0417 492 614
E: alex.russell@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Elizabeth Frost Madlen Kratz
Technical Specialist, Bees Honey Bee Industry Development Officer
NSW Department Primary Industries NSW Department Primary Industries
815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421
T: +61 2 4939 8957 M: 0437 731 273 T: +61 427 348 521
E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au
BPASS
Nick Geoghegan Niki McHugh
Program Coordinator/Apiary Sites/Intensive Livestock
NSW Department Primary Industries NSW Department Primary Industries
Locked Bag 21 Orange NSW 2800
T: +61 2 6391 3669 M: 0407 849 516
E: nick.geoghegan@dpi.nsw.gov.au
COMPLIANCE
Daryl Cooper Stephen Green
Compliance Officer Regulartory Officer
Regulartory Operation Unit-RS Apiaries Biosecurity Compliance & RS Apiaries
Compliance & Integrity Systems Biosecurity NSW
NSW Department Primary Industries Trenayr Rd Junction Hill NSW 2460
Biosecurity & Food Safety T: 02 6640 1618 F: 02 6644 7251
2198 Irrigation Way East M: 0438 977 714
PMB Yanco NSW 2703 E:stephen.green@dpi.nsw.gov.au
M: 0429 912 478
E: daryl.cooper@dpi.nsw.gov.au
BIOSECURITY
Mark Page Rod Bourke
Bee Biosecurity Officer Surveillance Bee Biosecurity Officer
NSW Department Primary Industries Plant Biosecurity Prevention & Preparedness
Biosecurity & Food Safety NSW Department Primary Industries
815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421 Biosecurity & Food Safety
T: 009 299 415 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421
E: mark.page@dpi.nsw.gov.au T: 02 4939 8946 F: 02 4939 8950
M: 0438 677 195
E: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
EDUCATION
Kelly Lees Currently Hiring
Education Officer Honey Bees
Bee Program Tocal College
NSW Department Primary Industries Honey Bee Training
815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421 Coordinator Education
T: 02 4939 8815
E: kelly.lees@dpi.nsw.gov.au
TECHNICAL OFFICERS
Melinda Brown Emily Noordyke
Technical Officer - Honey Bees Technical Officer - Plan Bee
NSW Department Primary Industries NSW Department Primary Industries
815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421
T: 0438 352 744 E: emily.noordyke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
E: melinda.brown@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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CEO Update March 2023

CEO Update

Mad March has lived up to its reputation. The Varroa
response continues to grow in size, however the NSW
DPI keep delivering their best effort to resource it and
continue with eradication. The executive came together
in Canberra to hold an executive meeting and a strategic
planning workshop. I have been busy with CCEPP and
NMG commitments along with meetings with Plant
Health Australia, Department of Agriculture and CRC for
pollination meetings this month.

Varroa Response

The response continues to find low level detections in the
purple zones. Whilst not unexpected it is slowly growing
the red zones and encompassing more beekeepers and
hives. It is devastating for those caught in the red and
purple zones.

A focus on surveillance in the southern end of the Central
Coast complex is underway to gain confidence there are
no mites in the suburban areas of Sydney. Tracing work
and general blue zone surveillance also continues.

Negotiations for permit framework has meant hives have
been moved into the Nana Glen red zone to facilitate
pollination on a one-way trip. Compliance continues

to be an important part of the response with additional
compliance staff recruited into the response. A greater
focus on blue zone movement declarations and alcohol
wash submissions will increase the amount of penalty
notices issued.

CRC for Pollination Security

The first stage application for the CRC for Pollination
Security has been submitted by the CRC bid team. This
has been a huge undertaking for the bid team to get

the application in. AHBIC was unable to support the

bid through a partner declaration (a pledge of in-kind
financial support) at the 11" hour due to concerns around
how the application was written and how it reflected our
industry.

This was a tough decision for the executive to make as it
has significant implications. It was the strong view of the
executive that the application didn’t reflect our industry
positively. The clear goal of the CRC to find alternatives
to honeybees for pollination also wasn’t in the best
interest of creating a prosperous honey bee industry. The
AHBIC executive is willing to work with the CRC for
Pollination Security in the future should the opportunity

1 CEO Update

arise. AHBIC did however provide a letter of support to
the bid.

The Month Ahead

AHBIC is participating in the AgriFutures Levied
Industry Forum to discuss common issues across
industries and work on solutions with an opportunity to
provide feedback to AgriFutures. I will be attending the
national biosecurity roundtable towards the end of March
and a Forum in Dubbo on transitioning away from diesel.
We continue to meet with government to lobby for better
pre-border testing of imported honey.

AHBIC in partnership with Sugar
Australia are launching the Sugar 4
bees program to assist beekeepers

~in the purple zones.

The sugar dust will be in 1 tonne
bulka bags. If beekeepers cannot
safely accept 1 tonne bags,
arrangements will need to be made
for smaller sized collection.

Bee Feeding must comply with the
current Emergency Order; be by a
device that is installed or attached

- to a hive, only accessible from

inside the hive and must be a new
feeder or not had contact with

Bianca Giggins

Varroa Coordinator E:

another hive in the past 10 days.
No open feeding.

The dust is available to assist
beekeepers maintain hive health
whilst impacted by the current
Varroa incursion. The sugar dust
attracts moisture and will go
solid if not used quickly.

Click HERE to
secure a collection

__I.-I::mé)i Bee "

M: 0402 467 780
bianca@honeybee.org.au

W: www.honeybee.org.au
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THE BETTER WAY
FOR BEEKEEPERS

Comprehensive range of quality Beekeeping Equipment

Konigin TUV Rheinland Certified Equipment

Uncappers
Manual & Automatic

Extractors

2-Frame to 100-Frame
Tangential, Radial, Horizontal

Wax Honey Screw Presses .
50kg, 200kg/hour Honey Creamers & Homogenisers

70kg, 140kg

Australia’s Honeybee News Janu

Kaptarlift Hive Trolleys

Manual & Electric -
Keep your back young A L

DRS Uncappers

Quick and easy uncapping without
the need for power of heat source,
with or without tub

Australia’s Honeybee News March - April 2023 12



Everything in one package including brood division board, top feeders & bottom tray
(traps varroa mite & SHB when used with sticky board or canola oil)

-

O — ] [ :
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%\ — | |
0 & (1) A ( ‘
e g =
p = - J
10-Frame Full Depth 7-Frame Full Depth 7-Frame Nuc
Ultimate production hive Easy lifting lighter Incudes pest tray, division board,
Supers Full Depth or Manley weight supers front and rear entrances

10-Frame base for wood hives

Vented base, entrance closure, pollen trap &
bottom tray (traps varroa mite & SHB when used
with sticky board or canola oil)

g 4 .'J:.-"'".-‘HJ"" .‘J"ﬁ.ﬂ'
i g JE—
4 T ——

ary - February 2023

Queen Breeding Kit,

Queen Breeding Hive Royal Jelly Production
The ultimate four compartment Complete high output kit - cells,
insulated Queen Breeding Hive Australia’s Honeybee News Janufyaires2qué®n cages, royal jelly
visit website for comprehensive details collection capsules, production timetable
E553E | BEEWISE - Showroom-Warehouse /// .C
i ¢ 5Zeta Crescent, O'Connor WA 6163 '

"'“"ch" t. 1800 BEEWISE (Free Call) | 1800 233 947 (Free Call)
E & bees@heewise.com.au @ www.beewise.com.au
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NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc
2023 AGM, Conference & Trade Exhibition

18 - 19 May 2023
Penrith Panthers Rugby Leagues Club, Penrith NSW
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Registrations for the 110" NSWAA AGM and Annual Conference are now open.

Come along and enjoy two full days of presentations by industry leading experts, both international and
local, covering subjects including Varroa, recovery and resilience, pest and diseases, Honeybee nutrition,
the Pacific Labour Scheme and more.

Our feature Trade Exhibition, which will run for the two days of conference, will showcase trade booths
from over 25 exhibitors and will also include an evening function on Thursday night, sponsored by
Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies, to enable attendees to meet the exhibitors and explore the
Trade Exhibition, with canapés and drinks provided.

Friday night will host our Annual Conference Dinner, sponsored by Varroa Easy Check. Featuring a two
course meal, entertainment by Comedian Ventriloquist, Darren Carr, and a live auction, this will be a
night not to be missed!

Full Conference Registration - this includes all conference sessions on both Thursday, 18 and Friday,
19 May 2023 including morning tea and lunch both days, entry to the Trade Exhibition and one ticket to
the Trade Exhibition Evening

Member $250 Early bird rate $175
Partner of a member $180 Early bird rate $105
Non-Member $325 Early bird rate $250

Single day rate (either Day 1 or Day 2)

Member $150 Early bird rate $125
Partner of a member $125 Early bird rate $100
Non-Member $200 Early bird rate $175
Trade Exhibition Evening $20
Annual Conference Dinner and Entertainment $65
00 Visit the "Events” section of our website www.nswaa.com.au to register or

complete and return the paper form provided in this edition of Honeybee News.
Tickets are strictly limited so get in early to avoid disappointment!
==WIS=

Conference registration now open!
Visit the “Events” section of our website www.nswaa.com.au for more information



BEEKEEPING
LYS SUPPLIES

PREMIUM EUROPEAN EQUIPMENT

WWW.LYSONAU.COM.AU — 1800 955 579 — INFO@LYSONAU.COM.AU

WE'RE HERE FOR EVERY BEEKEEPER
| WWW.LYSONAU.COMAU — 1800 955 579 — INFO@L YSONAU.COMAU _|



NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.

ABN: 89417 216 326

2023-2024 Membership Renewal

Tax Invoice

MEMDBEISHIP NAME ...cccoiiiie i s s sss s seesns st ses ses e sss sassesasssssssssssssssssssnssssssssssassanasssssssansassssassassassassass
POSTAl AQAIESS: ...cuveeiereriniieienesresressestessesessssssssssssssssassssssssssssssnsssssnssnsssssassassnssns sassns sassasssssssassnsssssassnssssssasasssansasasns
EMQIL ettt s s sas s sassassessassnssnssnssnssnssnssnesnsas sn sna sas ses ses sne sas aRReE R R SRR SHR e R aS e RRReRRsR e Rsrasrasranen
Contact (Mobile): ....ccoeverceirceierrcrnr s s sne e e (HOME).u ettt sae e esnnenes
BranCh ... s ssnsssasssnssesssssssssnasssnes Membership Number # .......ccccceveviicninennercnnnnes

The Association's membership year ends on 28 February 2023 and your membership subscription is due for
renewal. Please complete this membership form and return it along with your payment to ensure your
membership remains current.

Complete the section below and return it to info@nswaa.com.au or PO Box 3055, West Tamworth NSW 2340
Would you prefer a Digital (via email) (I or Printed Copy (via post) [1 of your Honey Bee News — Please tick one only.
NUMBER OF HIVES: [must be completed]

MEMBERSHIP RATES 2023-2024

0 - 10 hives 1 vote $100
11 - 200 hives 2 votes $200
201 - 400 hives 4 votes $300
401+ hives (maximum of $2000.00) Variable, max.
14 votes
Insert number of hives.........cccceveevieiincneenicnne. x S1/hive =S.........

Affiliated 1vote Insert affiliated organisation & member N0 .........c.cccoeeveviuernenen. $65
Student 1 vote Insert institution and StUAENt NO ....eveveeeeeeerieeeeee e $S65
Retired ie. no longer having hives 1 vote $65
Honeybee News Subscriber Only 0 vote $S65

| would like to make a donation to the NSW Apiarists' Association Resource Fund

TOTAL S

PAYMENT METHODS:

Website [_] www.nswaa.com.au [_] Please charge my Credit Card (Visa / MasterCard) as per details below §...................
|:| cheque / money order Direct Deposit: Direct Deposit: NSWAA Westpac Bank BSB: 032 710 Account: 264867

Ref: membership no.# & surname). If paying by direct deposit, please email or fax a copy of your remittance advice.

Card Number Expiry Date cvv

Name on credit card Signature Date

A Tax invoice will be forwarded on receipt of payment.

Office Use only.
Payment Type/Date: Receipted [0 master tist (1 wen O M/Card O




NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.

ABN: 89417 216 326

OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION

To provide a means whereby the apiarists of this state may be represented through a common organisation for the
welfare of the Industry.

To provide relevant information on the production of apiary products and services produced in NSW and to ensure an
adequate return to the apiarist, for their labour and capital in the Industry.

The Association is committed to increasing the demand for apiary products, disseminating information to Members,
securing business concessions for members and protecting the natural resources valuable to bees.

To co-operate with the relevant government agencies in instructional and experimental work connected with the
Industry.

To assist Members in their apicultural rights, secure effective legislation and administration in
affairs affecting the Industry.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Membership of the Association provides beekeepers with a voice in industry affairs, either through the members'
branch or through the Annual State Conference.

The Association's publication, Australia’s Honeybee News, helps keep members abreast of political, technical and
economic developments that affect their livelihood. It is published six times a year and is free to members.

Most importantly, membership of the Association directly supports the state's only organisation of professional
beekeepers ... the only organisation that can help you survive.

The Association fights for better prices, better access to honey and pollen producing flora, better protection from
agricultural chemicals and better research and development.

Voting in ballots is proportional to operational size and ranges from 1 to 12 votes depending on the number of hives
owned.

BRANCH STRUCTURE

Anybody of not less than ten members may apply to the Executive Council for registration as a branch of the
Association.

Branches run their own programs and conduct their own business. They also have the right to be represented at
meetings of the Association's Executive Council.

Most members of the Association are also members of their local branch. Presently there are branches in the Central
Tablelands, Hunter Valley, North Coast, Northern Tablelands, Riverina, Southern Tablelands, Sydney Metropolitan,
Tamworth and Western Plains.

THE VOICE OF THE BEEKEEPER

President State Secretary/Treasurer Contact Us
Steve Fuller Candice Clifford NSW Apiarists” Association Inc
P: 0488 434 498 E: steve.fuller@nswaa.com.au P: 0466 339 506 E: info@nswaa.com.au



NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.

ABN: 89417 216 326

2023
NOMINATION FORM - EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

NOMINEE (Person you are nominating)

NAME: e et e e e e e rae e e e e e e e eaes MemMber NO: ...t e e
(please insert nominee name) (insert nominee member number)

| hereby accept this nomination.

(to be signed by nominee)

NOMINATOR

et ettt st st n e n e erens MeMDBEr NO: ..o
(please print your name) (insert your membership number)

hereby nominate the person listed above as the Nominee for a position on the NSW Apiarists’ Association
Inc. Executive Council.

SIBNEA: i e e DAte .ooeeeeceeeee e

SECONDER

NAME: e ettt e r e MEMDBDEI NO: ..uvriieieeeee et e
(please insert your name) (insert your membership number)

hereby second the nomination of the person listed above as the Nominee for a position on the NSW
Apiarists’ Association Inc. Executive Council.

° No Member of the Association shall be eligible for election to the Executive Council unless they reside in NSW or
the ACT and has been a Financial Member for at least two successive years immediately prior to the date of the
holding of the Annual Conference at which Nominations for election are received

. Each member shall be elected for a 2-year term and must retire from office at the Annual Conference held at the
end of such 2-year term, but if eligible, may seek reappointment.

Return:
By Post to: Secretary/Treasurer, NSW Apiarists’ Association, PO Box 3055, West Tamworth NSW 2340
Or Email to: info@nswaa.com.au

This form must be received by NSWAA no later than 5pm, 27 April 2023

President NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc
Steve Fuller P: 0466 339 506
P: 0488 434 498 E: info@nswaa.com.au

E: steve.fuller@nswaa.com.au W: www.nswaa.com.au



NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.
ABN: 89417 216 326

2023 AGM AND CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

Thursday 18" and Friday, 19" May 2023
Penrith Panthers Rugby Leagues Club
123 Mulgoa Road, Penrith NSW 2750

2023 DELEGATE DETAILS Delegate(s) Name(s):

[ ] NSWAA Member (insert number) [ ] Non-member

Mailing Address:

Phone/Mobile: Email:

A - FULL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION - Each registration includes all conference sessions on Thursday, 18" & Friday, 19t" May 2023, morning tea and

lunch both days, entry to the Trade Exhibition and one (1) ticket to the Trade Exhibition Evening

MEMDBEE et ] $250
Partner of @ Member (Insert partner NAMe) wuueeeeeeecccvereeeeeeeseeeirreereeeeeeesirrareeeseeenns |:| $180
[N oY T 1Y, =Y 401 o Y=T SO [] $325
EARLY BIRD RATES - if paid by 215t April 2023

V1107 o 1= TR [] $175
Partner of a member (Insert Partner NAME) vuuvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeersrererers——————————— D $105
Non-Member ] $250

B - ADDITIONAL TICKETS - Please purchase one day tickets, dinner tickets and any additional Trade Exhibition Evening tickets here

One Day Member ......ccceveeeeienieveseseeeeeeeene [ ]pay 1 or[_]pay 2 $150
One Day Partner of a Member (insert partner name) [ Jpay 1 or[ |Day2 $125
One Day Non-Member |:|Day lor |:|Day 2 $200
EARLY BIRD RATES - if paid by 215t April 2023

ONe Day MEMDBEr . ..ot [ ]pay 1 or [ ]Day2 $125
One Day Partner of a Member (insert partner name) |:|Day lor |:|Day 2 $100
One Day Non-Member [ Jpay1or [ |Day2 $175
Annual Dinner —Sponsored by Varroa Easy Check - Friday, 19t May 2023 No. Attending ..... @ $65 / person S

Please advise if you any special dietary requirements |:| D

Trade Exhibition Evening sponsored by Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies No. Attending ..... S
Thursday, 18" May 2023 - Included with Full Conference Registration or $20 per person
if only attending one day

C- RESOURCE FUND

If would like to make a gift to the NSW Apiarists' Association Resource Fund please indicate here [_] S

Total $

Registrations including full payment must be received by 7th May 2023.

Late registrations received after this date cannot be guaranteed and will only be accepted at the discretion of the Executive Council

PAYMENT METHODS:

Website [_] www.nswaa.com.au [_] Please charge my Credit Card (Visa / MasterCard) S..............cocoeureeureeerereerennen.

Credit Card NUMDET: ... e e e e eaae s Expiry Date: ....cccecvveeneen. CCV: e

Name 0N Credit Card: ......ooveeeeererieneeee e e SIBNATUIE: oottt Date: ...ocvvciiiiiiine

[] cheque / money order Direct Deposit: NSWAA Westpac Bank BSB: 032-710 Account: 264867 Ref: membership # & surname. If paying
by direct deposit, please email or fax a copy of your remittance advice.

Please return your completed form as below. Any questions, please contact the Secretary/Treasurer, Candice Clifford — 0466 339 506

Return to: NSWAA Secretary Treasurer
M: PO Box 3055, West Tamworth NSW 2340 E: info@nswaa.com.au
*Note: Photographs and videos will taken at this event. By attending this

This document becomes a tax invoice/receipt once full payment is made. event you hereby acknowledge this and consent to the possibility of having
Please retain a copy for your records. your photo/likeness/recordings posted publicly and on social media.



rl‘%’« New South Wales )
M piarists’ Association ..

2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & CONFERENCE - DAY 1

Thursday, 18" MAY 2023
Penrith Panthers Rugby League Club, 123 Mulgoa Road, Penrith NSW

8:00 — 9:00 am Registration /| Member Check-In

9:00 — 10:00 am Welcome — Steve Fuller, NSWAA President

Apologies
Minutes Silence for Passed Members

Minutes 2022 AGM (as read)

Business Arising from 2022 AGM Minutes
Presentation of 2022 Financial Report
Presidents Report (as read)

Nominations for Executive Council
Scrutineers appointed (if required)

Poll Declared Open (if required)

Official Opening — Dr John Tracey — Deputy Director General, Biosecurity and Food Safety,
NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI)

10:00 — 10:10 am Platinum Speaker presentation — Beewise Australia

10:10 — 10:30 am Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) — Stephen Targett — AHBIC Chair

10:30 — 11:00 am Morning Tea - sponsored by Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies

11:00 - 11:35 pm DPI Varroa Response — Dr Satendra Kumar — DP/ Director Plant Biosecurity, Product Integrity

Varroa eDNA research — Dr. John Roberts — Senior Research Scientist, Commonwealth

B8 =l [T Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRQO)

11:50 — 12:30 pm Key Note Speaker - Varroa mites make ‘fat bees skinny bees’

12:30 - 1:30 pm Lunch

Key Note Speaker - David Mendes — Project Apis mellifera board member

1:30 - 2:00 pm US industry-funded forage, Varroa and mite tolerance breeding research

2:00 - 2:15 pm Varroa monitoring with US industry - Emily Noordyke — DPI Plan Bee Technical Officer

2:15 - 2:30 pm Pacific Labour Scheme — Dr. Cooper Schouten — Southern Cross University

2:30 - 2:45 pm Honey bee nutrition — Dr Madlen Kratz — DPI/ Honey Bee Industry Development Officer

2:45 - 3:00 pm Clover4Bees — Dr Richard Hayes — DPI Senior Research Scientist

3:00 - 3:15 pm Almond Board Australia (ABA) — Tim Jackson — ABA Chief Executive Officer

3:15-3:30 pm Berries Australia — Rachel Mackenzie — Executive Director

3:30 - 4:00 pm Bgshfir_e Ind_ustry Recovery Package projects — Dr. Kenya Fernandes — University of Sydney
Microbiologist

4:00 pm - close General Business

5:30 — 7:30 pm TRADE EXHIBITION EVENING - sponsored by Lockwoods Beekeeping Supplies

Conference program subject to change without notice - see www.nswaa.com.au for the most up to date program & for more information on speakers
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2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & CONFERENCE - DAY 2

Friday, 19t MAY 2023
Penrith Panthers Rugby League Club, 123 Mulgoa Road, Penrith NSW

8:00 — 8:30 am Registration /| Member Check-In

8:30 — 8:45 am National Parks Update

8:45-9:00 am BPASS & Crown Lands - Nick Geoghegan — DP/ Program Coordinator Apiculture Resource
9:00 — 9:10 am AgriFutures grant: I.D. & develop tech for improved hive performance — Aidan Whitby

9:10 — 9:20 am AgriFutures — A Snap Shot — Steve Fuller — AgriFutures Advisory Panel Member, NSWAA Pres.
9:20 — 9:30 am Accredited education & training - Kelly Lees — DPI Honey Bee Education Officer

9:30 —10:00 am

Key Note Speaker — Dr Nadine Chapman - Research Fellow, University of Sydney
Resilient beekeeping — breeding for Varroa resistance

10:00 — 10:30 am

Morning Tea - sponsored by Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies

10:30 —11:15 am

Key Note Speaker — Understanding the Mysterious Tropilaelaps Mite

11:15-11:45 am

Genomic testing for Varroa — Professor Alexander Mikheyev — Australian National University

11:45-12:10 pm

Plan Bee after Varroa — Elizabeth Frost — DPI Technical Specialist Bees

12:10 - 12:20 pm

Marcus Oldham — Zac Alcock — 2022 NSWAA Attendee, NSWAA Executive Councillor

12:20 - 12:30 pm

Announcement of Marcus Oldham Nominee for 2023
Ratification of 2022 Financial Report
Announcement of closing of votes for 2023 Executive Council

12:30 — 1:30 pm Lunch

1:30 — 1:45 pm Driving consumers’ honey desire — Dr. Soumi Paul Mukhopadhyay — DP/ Sensory &
Consumer Science Researcher

1:45 — 2:00 pm Honey chemistry analysis results — Dr. Jamie Ayton, DP/ Chemist

2:00 — 2:15 pm Small hive beetle research, gaps, & Kodamaea ohmeri yeast

2:15-2:30 pm Small hive beetle external trap research

2:30 - 2:50 pm NSW compliance

2:50 — 3:00 pm Bee Biosecurity update — Rod Bourke — DPI Bee Biosecurity Officer

3:00 — 3:30 pm Flood assistance — Rural Assistance Authority

3:30 pm - Close

Notices of Motion
General Business
Announcement of Executive Council

6:00 — 7:00 pm

Pre-Dinner Drinks Function - sponsored by Hive & Wellness Australia Pty Ltd

7:00 pm

ANNUAL CONFERENCE DINNER - sponsored by Varroa Easy Check
ANNUAL CONFERENCE DINNER ENTERTAINMENT - Darren Carr

Conference program subject to change without notice - see www.nswaa.com.au for the most up to date program & for more information on speakers




Plant Profile

Plant Profile: manna/ribbon/white gum (Eucalyptus viminalis)

The following plant profile is from Honey & Pollen Flora of South-Eastern Australia by Dr. Doug Somerville.
This book focuses on the value of plants to nectar and pollen-eating animals, honey bees in particular. The
result of over 30 years of research, it brings together scientific knowledge and the experience of hundreds of
beekeepers into a valuable reference work. The book can be purchased from Tocal College here: www.tocal.
nsw.edu.au/publications/bees

Honey and pollen flora feedback form:

NSW Department of Primary Industries values your experience working plants for honey and pollen. We
would love to hear your feedback on the plant profiles republished in the Honey Bee News. Any help you can
provide will be considered in the next update of Dr. Doug Somerville’s Honey & Pollen Flora of South-Eastern
Australia. Please submit your feedback here: https://forms.office.com/r/BmT1kFkFOB

- i
= . -

Wik
SW

Honey and pollen flora of 'ﬁ

south-EaStern Australia GOVERNMENT

Understanding the biology of flora and its value to honey bees
is the foundation of successful beekeeping.

The flowers on which bees forage have a major impact on
stocking rates and the level of nutrition available to the
colony. Whether a beekeeper owns one hive or a thousand,

the principle is the same.

The result of over 30 years of research, this book distills
both scientific knowledge and the opinions of hundreds of
beekeepers into a reference work that will be the cornerstone

of floral understanding in apiculture for years to come.

The publication includes a star rating system to rate each
flowering species for their value to bee nutrition. Plants are
ordered in botanical family groups with annual flowering
charts and geographical distribution maps.

The author Dr Douglas Somerville has a master’s degree in Agricultural

Extension and Rural Development and a PhD in Honey Bee Nutrition and
Floral Biology.

RRP $175 available from
Tocal College www.tocal.nsw.edu.au

J22-050
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Manna gum
Eucalyptus viminalis

Can also be referred to as ribbon gum. This profile refers RATI NG
to E. viminalis subsp. viminalis.

SOUTH-EASTERN

AUSTRALIA

DISTRIBUTION

This species is especially valuable in preparing hives
for winter and as a source of stores for wintering bees.

Flowering period
Manna gum is valuable as an ornamental and as a | pmonths J ‘ F ‘ M ‘ A ‘ M J JIAIS ONID

source of shade and shelter. The timber is yellowish or
pink and has an open grain. It is not durable.

Response Level

Habit: Varies considerably in form depending on its
environment. On deep rich valley soils it can reach a
height of 40 m and a trunk diameter of 15 m, with a
long straight trunk. On poor shallow soils in elevated
windy locations where there is little rain it is usually
crooked and gnarled with a short trunk and a more
open spreading crown.

Occurrence: Found mainly in pockets in all parts of the
tablelands and coast of NSW. Extends north into Qld,
south into Vic, SA and Tas. It grows from near sea level
in the south to altitudes of over 1000 metres in the north,
ranging from wet to dry sclerophyll forests. It develops
best on moist, well-drained, alluvial and basaltic soils
in mountain valleys and grows with a wide range of
other eucalypts, the species varying with the locality.
The majority of apiary sites for manna gum in NSW are
located on private property.

Bark: The bark is rough, grey and persistent on the
lower 1-3 m of the trunk. It is shed in long ribbons from
the remainder of the trunk and branches, hence its
common name. The exposed bark is smooth and white
or may sometimes be pale yellow or pink.

Leaves: Adult leaves are alternate, stalked, lanceolate to
narrow-lanceolate and 10-175 cm x 1.2-2.5 cm. They are
yellowish green, concolorous, and thin. Intramarginal
veins are distinct.

Buds: Buds are ovoid, 6-9 mm x 5 mm, and may be
sessile or on short stalks. They are mostly green, but
may sometimes be tinted yellowish green or ash-
coloured. The operculum is conical or hemispherical
and often slightly shorter than the calyx tube. Buds may
be beaked, in which case the operculum may be longer
than the calyx tube.

Buds form in mid-summer and are carried for about
15 months.

Honey and pollen flora of South-Eastern Australia




Avant Fauipment
Beewise Australia
Browns Bees Australia Pty Ltd
Ceracell Geekeeping Supplies
Crystech N7
Dalrymple View Apiary Supnlies
Ecrotek
Ensystex
HivelQQ
Hornsby Beekeening Supplies
Kelvin Trading Dty Lud
1L ockwood Beekeeping Supplies
Lyson Beekeeping Supplies
Multione Loaders
Nuplas Apiarist Supplies
Redox
The Lupin Co
Select Harvests Ltd
Steritech Dty Lud
Varroa Fasy Check
Wellbees
Whirrakee woodware
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. NSWAA PARTNERS 2023

Platinum Partner

Beewise Australia

Cold Partners

Nuplas Apiarist Supplies Select Harvest Ltd

Silver Partners
HivelQ Lyson Beekeeping Supplies Steritech Pty Ltd

Trade Exhibition Evening Partner

Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies

Conference Dinner Partner
Varroa Easy Check

Tea Break Partner

Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies

Conference Pre-Dinner Drinks Partner
Hive & Wellness Australia

Conference KFeynote Cuest Speaker Partners

Australian Rainforest Honey Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies Ecrotek

Industry Partners
AgriFutures Australia

WFI

New South Wales Apiarists’ Association
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They know me.
They know my farm.

That’s why I’'m
insured with WFI.

V

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your
business and how it operates. Because when we get to
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722

AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI). farm insurance

As one of Australia’s largest
packers of pure Australian honey,
Superbee Honey Factory is
LOOKING FOR SUPPLIERS
to support our increasing demand
for Australian Honey

Botany Honey Company

CONTACT US TO REQUEST AQUOTE OR ABN. 71 659 350 642

BOOK A DELIVERY 28-34 Landrace Rd

PH: 02 6851 1155 FORBES NSW 2871

BEN SMITH EMAIL: PH: 02 6851 1155
ben.smith@botanyhoneyco.com.au www.superbee.com.au

PAYMENT IN 14 DAYS OR LESS

Australia’s Honeybee News March - April 2023 26



Facts About a Beekeeper

Frank Malfroy

Feb 1978

I was standing on an old wooden bridge that joined both
sides of “Noel’s Farm” — Gretchen Wheen’s property
on the riverbanks of the Hawkesbury River at North
Richmond. The flood waters were lapping at my boots.
The main road that crossed the Blue Mountains to
Lithgow and beyond was 30 feet below. The previous
day, on the advice of Neville Cutts, Gretchen, Frank
(her cousin) and I loaded his old Ford truck with as
many baby nucs that we could fit on and headed across
the flood plain to Richmond and higher ground. We
never made it. Gretchen had an export order to Iran,

so the crew, myself and friends, commuted to and from
Gretchen’s in a tinny to outlying nuc yards that weren’t
flood affected.

The Heath Boom Loader on Frank’s truck was slightly
above the water level as we motored to and fro. The
buoyancy of the nuc boxes kept the truck floating. Like
the top deck and turret of a submarine. The truck was
never the same. A year later, when Frank was going for
his annual truck driver’s licence — he was an old bloke
even back then — the truck broke down and he and the
examiner had to walk the 10 kms back to the registry
office together.

I’d been working with Gretchen for a couple of years.
This and other misadventures convinced me that queen
bee breeding wasn’t for me.

Autumn 1981 — I’d put together a couple of small loads
of bees and was down around Jingellic on the NSW side
of the Murray River, on that big Red Stringy crop, in

a primitive mobile van. Phillip Eastly was across the
border at Yackandandah on his legendary honey flow.
This story was confirmed and embellished recently in a

conversation with Laurie Kershaw over a couple of beers
at the Dubbo RSL. I returned to Freemans Reach with a

modest crop, in 60 Ib tins of course, EFB and a wife.

The 80s saw the family arrive — Tim, Alex and Sam.
The mobile plant was parked in the back paddock
subsequently housed guinea pigs, chooks and ducks.
Janne and I started life in a caravan, then a shed and as [
say to people — the lifecycle of a beekeeper — starts in a
shed and finishes in one.

By the time the house was finished the children had all
grown up and left the roost. Then the missus. It was
a tough time in the early 2000s with the Hawkesbury
being the epicentre of the SHB incursion. I struggled

with it, had bad mental health issues, but managed to pull
through, due entirely to the help of my family and young

offsider, Lewin.

I can fully understand how difficult it must be for those
beekeeping families on the Coast who had to endure the
fire storms of 2019, then the floods and now the varroa
incursion, it’s the toughest gig ever— husband, father,
beekeeper. My 28-year marriage didn’t survive it.

Hey, but then I met Jenny and life’s turned around.
We’ve got our beautiful little farm — “The Lazy Bee and
the Double D Ranch”, just out of Lyndhurst and life’s

as sweet as Fuzzy Box honey on a bit of crumpet. Back
doing a few queens, and Jenny’s son Matt and his family,
have come on board to establish the dynasty. It’s gotta
start somewhere.

Jenny and I love our road trips — up to Alice, Uluru and
the McDonald Ranges. Pitch a tent beside the campfire.
Then an epic 8 week trip in a “fried out combi” starting
in California and down through “middle America” —
working and staying with some of US big bee operations
— finishing up in Austin, Texas and meeting up with
Danny and Laura Weaver at their “Dripping Springs”
Ranch — introduced them to “CHUX” therapy for SHB
control, which they now sell on their website.

Finally, great mentor, then friend, Warren Taylor, said to
me way back when he was still with DPI. “Frank”, he
said, “Yes, Mr Taylor”, I said. He said “Beekeeping, it’s
as disease”. Never found the cure.

Written by Frank Malfroy

¥
|

{
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Clayton Plastics

Servicing the honey industry
for over 40 years.

Jars & Squeezes

250gr & 500gr 300ml Twist 500gr Squeeze 500gr Upside 250gr & 500gr
Square Jars & Squeeze (Honey Comb) Down Squeeze Amber Jars
Pails
=
i\\
-
BN\
Non Tamper Proof Pails Tamper Proof Pails
500gr, 1kg, 1.5kg, 3kg, & 5kg Pail 1kg. 1.5kg Honey Pails & 10L, 15L, 20L Pails

(500gr, 1kg, 1.5kg available in clear as well) 2.2L, 5L Pails

AK

AU KINGSUN

Clayton Plastics

www.claytonplastics.com.au




Wood Frame Full Depth
Assembled With Wire

Wood Frame Full Depth
With Plastic Foundation

Plastic Frame Full Depth

(Not waxed)
. . °o
Plastic Beehive . : “
Plastic Beehive with 10 Frames ¥ — ¢

Material: food grade polypropylene
Thickness: 30mm

Working life: 30 years

Packing dimension: 60x50x44cm 13.8/kg

Features:

UV resistant

Thermal insulated increasing honey production

Light weight for easy lifting and carrying

Antioxidant plastic material for longer life expectancy
Holds standard and full depth frames

Easily assembled

Digital Thermometer

Built in ventilation

No painting required

What you get:

2 box hive consisting of:
1x ventilated top cover

1 x full size super

1x Queen excluder

1 x brood box

1x bottom board (including 2 feeders and pollen trap)
1x Entrance reducer
4 x Lock, Latch connectors

1 x Temperature Gauge

Clayton Plastics A: 5 Lydia Court Epping, VIC 3076 P: (03) 8401 4248 F:(03) 8401 4969 E: sales@claytonplastics.com.au



Crystech 2 90 np £

Extraction | Processing | Packaging

Honey processing equipment
and creaming tanks

From initial consultations, layout plans through to tipping the
first drum, as well as ongoing servicing and maintenance, our
team become your partner along the way.

Dedicated to delivering high quality honey
processing equipment and fit out solutions

FACTORY DIRECT
Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

Plstic eehive Components It does what is says—Builds BEES

« Made in Australia for Australian conditions A Complete P0"en Replacement based on
- Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene

- Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance 5cientific Honeybee |ndustry Research (Fat

« Natural cell size

+ Mitred bottom corners Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054)

- 6mm engagement tongue

Visit www.beebuild.com.au
for full story and how to feed. Available in
5kg, 10kg or 20kg

Contact:

Danbar Plastics Enquiries and Sales Contact:
03 gt AL Robert & Melissa Dewar

’ Ph: (07) 5463 5513
www.beebuild.com.au
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PREMIUM

HONEY EQUIPMENT

(]
SECOND-HAND

DISCOUNTED

PRODUCTS

bouteljeproducts.co.nz | +64 9 820 2244



7" "UP

STACKABLE AND REUSABLE
QUALITY DURABLE PLASTIC
HOLDS UP TO 5 FRAMES

UV STABILISED
VENTILATED

SECURE LID

A9 N 0 S G 8

$27- 50 each (LIMITED TIME ONLY)

better
beekeeping.

las

Apiarist Supplies

Australian-made,
high-quality
5-frame Plastic
NUC Box.

The Nuplas NUC Box has been
manufactured in our Swan Hill plant

and takes up to 5 full-depth frames.

It can be stacked when empty as well as
in use with the lid and base interlocking.
A very robust & durable NUC Box with
UV protection additives, can be used
multiple times and is very easy to clean.

» No more headaches when trying to
fold and assemble a corflute product.

» A solid one-piece box unit with plenty
of ventilation and securable plastic door.

» Box colour is white.

» Disc doors are supplied in 5 different
colours: red, white, blue, green
and yellow. Doors come with
a stainless-steel bolt and wing nut
for securing.

// cALLUS: (03) 5032 9199

// EMAIL US: info@nuplasgroup.com.au

// VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
nuplasapiaristsupplies.com.au



Stackable on top or
inside one another.

The perfect

our corflute

folding NUCs.

Lockablé door and
plenty of ventilation.

AUSTRALIAN MADE




HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES

Col & Linda Wilson PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI NSW 2327 Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FOUNDATION

PLASTIC WAX
The Best Plastic Foundation We can mill to the thickness
you require
You Can Buy Have your own wax milled or
Dominates Sales in exchanged for foundation in
USA and CANADA stock
Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal | npoNE COMB FOUNDATION
available
Full PLAST-IICblF RAMES Wax bought or exchanged for
dvallabic bee goods
AFB
FRAMES TEST KITS

Premium Quality

For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES
WEATHERTEX
Lids & Bottom Boards
QUEEN EXCLUDERS
FRAME FEEDERS
QUEEN CELLS

Quick and easy to use
Results in just 3 minutes

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

bg’ Vita beehealth

Products available including
Pollen & Feed Supplements

\_

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES

Email: honeybeel00@skymesh.com.au
Phone: 02 4930 4950
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Technical Specialist, Honey Bees Report

Elizabeth Frost

Technical Specialist, Honey Bees

Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Bee pest management

Pest management is good business and biosecurity is
everyone’s business, whether you’re a commercial or
recreational beekeeper. With three La Nifia’s and multiple
flooding events statewide, this season was full on with
regards to pest management. For example, increased
numbers of small hive beetle required beekeepers to
review their standard pest management practices and
work harder than normal to keep beetle levels low. The
following three steps are transferable across bee pests and
their management. Let’s start with small hive beetle.

Three steps to keeping your bees safe from small hive
beetle (SHB):

1. Know the level of beetles in your hives,
2. Know what level of beetles is safe for your
environment/management,
3. Know what tools you have to keep beetle
populations at a safe level:

a. Tools that affect beetle reproduction (keep a low
population of beetles low)

b. Tools to use for a serious infestation (bring a
high population of beetles down)

Bee Biosecurity Officer Rod Bourke’s past Honey

Bee News articles, AgriFutures’ reports and NSW DPI
Primefacts on SHB management options are all excellent
resources outlining the management tools for SHB.
Historically the main SHB management in Eastern
Australia has been to:

- maintain strong, healthy colonies with young pro-
ductive queens

- unite weak colonies together or combine them to
strong colonies (if free of American foulbrood)

- boost weaker colonies with a frame of capped brood
from strong colonies (if free of American foulbrood)

On the other side of the coin, the hive conditions above
which help control SHB levels and make a honey crop,
are the perfect conditions for Varroa reproduction. Both
SHB and Varroa are capable of prolific multiplication.
Under laboratory conditions 80 SHB can become more
than 36,000 adult SHB by day 63, as observed in SHB
research undertaken by past NSW DPI Honey Bee
Industry Development Officer Nick Annand.
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Caption: Small hive beetle adult with honeycomb for scale. Credit:
Mississippi Beekeepers Association

In a scenario where a single Varroa mite infests a bee
hive and has two daughters, and each daughter after
that has two offspring and so on and so forth, Varroa
numbers explode. In reality many factors affect Varroa’s
reproductive rate (environment, beekeeper enterprise
management, Varroa treatment regime, re-infestation,
honey bee behavioural tools against Varroa, etc.), but let’s
just say the phrase ‘breed like rabbits’ should be retired.
Here’s what it looks like to ‘breed like Varroa,’ if one
female mite infests a bee hive and if all her daughters
also reproduce successfully.
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Brood Cycles

Figure 1. Exponential growth of Varroa population in one hive, starting

from one female mite. Credit: Meghan Milbrath, Michigan State

University Extension.

Michigan State University (MSU) Assistant Professor
Meghan Milbrath explains in a series of extension tools
that “Varroa mite populations, when left unchecked, can
grow quickly. Each female mite reproduces multiple
times in her life, and each time she reproduces, she lays
multiple daughters (and they all reproduce multiple
times, and they all produce multiple daughters, and
those daughters reproduce...). All of this reproduction
is occurring under capped brood cells, which means two
things:
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1. The more capped brood we have, the faster Varroa
can reproduce, and

2. The population of Varroa is hidden from our eyes
as it grows out of control. A honey bee colony can
look very healthy and large one week, and explode
with Varroa mites the next.”

LR

Caption: Varroa mite with honeycomb for scale. Credit: Shutterstock.

Eradication of the Varroa incursion in NSW continues.
However, it doesn’t hurt to scenario plan how you
would manage it in your hives. The steps above for SHB
management are readily transferable to Varroa. Think
about your unique beekeeping scale, management style
and environments. Reviewing that, how and when might
you implement the three steps below to keep your bees
safe from Varroa if you had to?

In countries where Varroa is endemic (there to stay) the
most successful beekeepers:
1. Know the level of Varroa in their hives (via
alcohol wash/sugar shake monitoring),
2. Know what level of Varroa is safe for their
environment/management (long or short bee
breeding season, harsh or mild winters, migratory/
stationary, etc),

3. Know what tools they have to keep Varroa
populations at a safe level:

a. Tools that affect Varroa reproduction (keep a low
population of mites low)

b. Tools to use for a serious infestation (bring a
high population of mites down)

Learning from Varroa research and practical experience
is critical. AgriFutures and HortInnovation have funded
researchers to work through relevant Varroa research,
management practices and miticide developments to
understand the best options for Varroa management in
Australia, should it evade eradication. AgriFutures-
funded researchers include Julia Grassl (UWA), Nadine
Chapman, Emily Remnant and Michael Holmes (USyd),
John Roberts (CSIRO), Alexander “Sasha” Mikheyev
(ANU) and Jody Gerdts (BeeScientifics/La Trobe Uni).
HortInnovation-funded researchers include Macquarie
Uni researchers Mary Whitehouse, Francesco Stolfi,
Maciej Maselko, Fei Liu, as well as myself (NSW DPI),
Mark Harvey (WA Museum), Juliana Rangel (Texas
A&M), Mark Goodwin (NZ Emeritus Professor) and
NZ Plant & Food Research scientists James Sainsbury,
Ashley Mortensen, Megan Gee and Michelle Taylor.
Some of these researchers will be presenting at the
NSWAA Conference and other beekeeping conferences
this year. Take the opportunity to listen and ask them
questions in person by attending conference this year.
In the meantime, keep monitoring your hives for Varroa
with alcohol washes, get scenario planning, and seek
reliable information on Varroa pest management practices
from overseas.

References

Michigan State University, Entomology Department.
(2016) Keeping honey bee colonies safe from the Varroa
mite.

Michigan State University, Entomology Department.
(2018) Keeping your bees safe from the Varroa mite.

Vale Monica Dibley

Monica Dibley (nee Gudgeon) - 1922 - 2023

Monica passed away peacefully in Queanbeyan (12.01.2023) after a

short illness.

Born in Mudgee, she moved to Bathurst where she met and married
Darcy Dibley, third generation apiarist from Bathurst.

Monica’s formula for a long life: a happy, loving and nurturing family,
engagement with the community, a love of music and art, a tennis player
and horsewoman, a lover of nature, and ‘a farm girl at heart’.

Darcy passed away in 2001. He was actively involved in the apiary
industry at a local, state and national level, as President of Bathurst

Apiarist Association, Branch Secretary, President NSW Apiarist Association and in the Federal Council of

Australian Apiarists Association.

Monica is survived by her adoring daughter’s Dianne, Roz and Jen, granddaughter’s Ellie and Luci, and her

great grandchildren.
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Bee-Creative 2023

Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life
— Pablo Picasso
Introduction
Welcome to the 2023 NSWAA Bee-Creative Exhibition.

A creative outlet can help deal with anxiety and stress and is a lot of fun. Bee-Creative is designed to
showcase the artistic benefits for those not just in the beekeeping industry but also any bee themed art
and craft. Everyone is welcome to share their interests.

Certificates will be awarded for most popular display as voted by delegates and trade exhibitors.
Voting to commence Thursday morning, finishing Friday morning of the conference day.

Winners will be announced after lunch on Friday 19th May 2023.
General Conditions

. Submission for entries must be received by Sunday 30 April 2023.

. Entries must be delivered to the Conference located at Penrith Panthers Rugby League Club
on Wednesday 17th May 2023 from 3-00 pm to 5-00 pm or by appointment.

. Commercially obtained items are not allowed. Completed items are to be hand made

° There is no limit on the number of entries from one person

. Items to be clearly marked and labelled on back

. All Exhibits must be suitably presented in a clean and neat manner.

. Craft exhibits are to be no longer/heavier than one person is able to carry.

° Framed exhibits must be presented ready to hang.

° Quilts must be able to be displayed.

. Exhibits to be displayed at the discretion of the organisers.

. Exhibits are not to be removed during the Show.

. All exhibits shall remain the property of the exhibitor.

° Permission is assumed to reproduce any exhibit for publicity purposes.

) Every care will be taken with exhibits but no responsibility will be accepted.

) Exhibits to be collected on Friday 19th May 2023 during the lunch period.

° All craft types are encouraged

° If submitting a junior category please indicate age

. Bee Creative.

For further information please contact Janine Rudder 0428 431502 or jbrbees@gmail.com
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Bee-Creative Entry Form
Name:
Address:
If Junior/Age:
Email: Contact Phone:

Brief description and size of item:

Story about item (no more than 200 words) Note this may be printed and displayed with item

| agree that | have read and understood the above conditions

Signature: Dated:

Please submit entries to jbrbees@gmail.com. All entries will be notified of acceptance

Australia’s Honeybee News March - April 2023 38



Honey Bee Industry Development Officer

Report

Madlen Kratz
Honey Bee Industry Development Officer

Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries

T: 02 4939 8948 273 E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Old comb = a less productive colony

We have all observed frames of a hive age over time.
Some say.....

“They just get a little darker with time.”

“The queen prefers to lay in darker frames.”

“I can see the eggs more easily on darker combs for
grafting.”

“I use the dark frames in my honey supers.”

The real question is.... How dark is too dark, and why
does it matter?

To answer this question, we need to first consider what
actually happens to combs as they age.

Honey bees unlike for example our native stingless bee
species, Tetragonula carbonaria (endemic to the north-
east coast of Australia), reuse their brood combs.

The process of pupation

Each time a larva pupates it spins a silken cocoon that
remains in the cell after the adult emerges. Over time as
more and more bees hatch from the same brood cells,
more and more silk is accumulating against the cell wall.
Eventually, the diameter of the cell shrinks. Interestingly,
as less space becomes available in individual cells for
future generations, the smaller the bees become.

Bees reared in old comb may weigh up to 19% less than bees
reared in new comb (Buchner 1955).

The effect of smaller body size during emergence from
old combs applies not only to worker brood but also to
drone brood!

Consequences
e Larvae may be forced to moult pre-maturely ie.
nurse bees cap the cells before larvae have devel-
oped to its largest size potential (Abdellatif 1965)

e  Adult bees with lower body weights have re-
duced lifespans (Black, 2006)

e Smaller bees have a reduced capacity to carry
pollen and honey (Mostajeran et al. 2006)

e Drones of smaller size are outcompeted by larger
drones. In drones body size is correlated with
sperm production. Larger drones produce more
sperm (Rangel & Fisher, 2019).

A note to queen breeders ......
Yes, as mentioned above, comb age affects the quality of
drones that a colony can rear, but there is more!
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A study (Taha et al. 2021) conducted in Egypt in 2021
found a correlation between comb age and the weight of
developing queen cells containing royal jelly, ultimately
resulting in smaller queens being raised in colonies with
old comb. Developing queen cells that were raised in
colonies containing old comb (4-6 years) verses newer
comb (1-3 years) were on average more than 35% lighter.
Newly emerged queens were up to 22% lighter.

You may think, hang on but queens do not hatch from the
same cells over and over, how can this be the case?

Compromised nurse bees are likely to have a limited capacity
to feed the next generation. Since nurse bees feed all colony
members including the next generation of workers, drones
and queens, there is a direct flow on effect on the productivity
of the entire colony.

Hive productivity
A colony can only show its full potential when it has
the support of its workforce at maximum capacity as
demonstrated by Taha et al., (2021) comparing hive
productivity of colonies with new (1-3 years) vs old (4-6
years) comb.
e Colonies with new combs have shown to store
about 67% more pollen than colonies with old
comb

e (Colonies with new combs store almost 90% more
honey than colonies with old combs

e (Colonies with new combs rear about 97% more
worker brood than colonies with old comb

This vast difference in productivity is explained by larger
bees being able to gather more resources, raise larger
amounts of brood and therefore build and maintain larger
colonies.

Weak colonies consume a large part of the collected
nectar while trying to build up their populations, making
for a smaller or non-existent honey crop. In small
colonies, a larger proportion of the total population
engages in brood rearing than in stronger colonies where
a larger proportion of field bees is available to gather
nectar.

“Colonies with maximum populations produce not only more
honey per colony but also more honey per bee than smaller
colonies. One full strength colony containing 60,000 bees
normally produces 50% more honey during a 2-week honey
flow than 4 small colonies together, each with 15,000 bees.”
C.L. Farrar (1937)
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Wax comb- toxins and pathogens

Wax comb consists primarily of hydrocarbons and ester
components, which acts like a sponge. For this reason
wax can absorb pesticides, heavy metals, but also
accumulate fungal and bacterial spores, all of which can
be detrimental to the colony’s welfare and contribute

to the shrinking of the cell’s diameter as described for
repeated pupation cycles.

Honey bee colonies in the wild
Honey bee colonies in the wild have a natural way of
recycling old comb.

On average a colony can survive for about 6 years in the
wild (Seeley 1978). Any wax or honey comb that is left
behind is removed and “cleaned up” by wax moths, mice,
beetles and other scavengers, leaving an empty cavity
free of contaminated old comb for the next colony to

live in. However, in managed hives it is the beekeeper’s
responsibility to replace and recycle old comb.

The bottom line is that old combs act as a biological sink for
toxins and pathogens and can become a physical constraint
on larval development, affecting the productivity of the entire
colony and the returns for the beekeeper!

WOULD YOU THINK TWICE ABOUT
REPLACING OLD COMB?
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Australian Manuka Honey

Upcoming Changes at The University of the Sunshine Coast Honey Lab: What is New? and What are the Impacts on
Manuka and Honey Testing?

The Varroa mite incursion into NSW has impacted beekeeping activities in that state this year. Our lab remains open to
accept FILTERED and PROCESSED honey samples that are free of contamination or bee bits. Contaminated samples
from NSW are disposed of without testing, while non-contaminated are tested.

The University of the Sunshine Coast has rebranded itself to UniSC (formerly USC). We are now UniSC Honey Lab.
This means UniSC Honey Lab has simply changed its acronym and logo. We will continue to support beekeepers and the
honey industry by providing the three in one analysis of manuka honey. You may notice that the insignia on the reports
will change shortly as the old logo is phased out.

Dr Peter Brooks is retiring as an academic at UniSC in December 2022 but, returning as a Volunteer Researcher in 2023.
We hope to continue our research under the leadership of Dr Asmaa Boufridi. Dr Boufridi is a Natural Products Chemist
and has previously worked closely with the team. Interestingly, Asmaa’s grandfather was a beekeeper, and she has fond
memories of him working the bees. No doubt, Peter will still be pursuing his passion which is the chemistry of Australian
honey and its bioactivity. We wish Peter all the best for his “retirement” and welcome Asmaa into her role as we continue
the usual testing and explore other components that contribute to bioactivity in Australian honeys.

Bioactives and Phenolics: We know that Manuka honeys are highly valued for their antibacterial (Non-Peroxide
Activity) and anti-inflammatory properties. Their wholesale and retail values are based on the levels of bioactive
molecules, including Dihydroxyacetone (DHA), Methylglyoxal (MGO) and 5-Hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF), and
Phenolic compounds present in the honeys. The concentration of these compounds is dependent on such factors as nectar
source, species, storage time and temperature.

Research at the University of the Sunshine Coast (UniSC) shows Phenolics, which are linked to antioxidant and anti-
inflammatory activities, are typically 10 or even 20-fold higher in Manuka honeys than non-Manuka types. Good science
underpins the understanding of these and other factors that affect the value of the product. With support from AgriFutures,
CRC for Honey Bee Products and Hive & Wellness Australia, the University of the Sunshine Coast Honey Laboratory
has analysed the bioactive components of Australian Manuka honeys and nectars to better understand the source species
and regions producing these honeys, and their health benefits. More details can be found on the CRCHBP website: https://
www.crchoneybeeproducts.com/, or from the Australian Manuka Honey Association website: https://manukaaustralia.
org.au/ . The honey lab team, in particular Georgia Moore, is working on determining the phenolic content of a range of
Australian honeys (not limited to Manuka) to develop a cost-effective means of establishing the origin of honey varieties.
We think that substantiating floral and even regional origin of varieties of honey is important for Australia’s reputation as
a safe reliable honey producer and could lead to other varieties commanding higher market share and price.

The commercial value of Manuka honeys is due to a naturally occurring component in Manuka honeys called
Methylglyoxal (MGO). It develops when bees forage on some species of Leptospermum. Since MGO is not present in
the flowers, we tested floral nectar for dihydroxyacetone (DHA), which is converted into MGO as the honey matures and
offer general advice here on target species, storage and maturing of these types of honey.

Target species: Australia has more than 80 species of Leptospermum. New Zealand predominantly (but not exclusively) has
one, L. scoparium. Not all species of Leptospermum produce DHA so, it is important that beekeepers know which species
produce DHA and therefore the more valuable honey product. The activity and identification guide of many species
studied by Dr Simon Williams during his PhD at the University of the Sunshine Coast can be found at: https://www.
agrifutures.com.au/product/a-beekeepers-guide-to-australian-leptospermum-trees-and-honey/

Some species, such as, L. coriaceum, L. laevigatum or L. trinervium do not present any DHA (0 ppm) in their nectar, while
other common species showed presence of DHA in nectar at different concentration. Common species and their average
DHA in nectar content are also listed below:

Species Average DHA (ppm) | Species Average DHA
(ppm)
L. lanigerum 3433 L. polygalifolium 8883
L. liversidgei 6712 L. scoparium 2360
L. nitens 9579 L. speciosum* 15021
L. whitei* 16568

*Note that while some species have high DHA, the plants may have rather specific growing conditions (L. whitei) or may
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not produce good nectar flow every year (L. speciosum).

Storage: Maximising the value of Manuka honey involves optimising conditions for conversion of DHA to MGO as
honeys mature. The following is general advice:

Over time DHA converts to MGO as honey matures. The rate of this conversion and the quality of the honey is influenced
by storage conditions. In trials at the UniSC Honey Lab, young honeys with high measurements of DHA were stored at
5°C, 22°C, 37°C and 65°C tested to track this conversion:

* At 5°C there was little change, cool storage maintained the honey (i.e. MGO did not develop, nor d DHA decrease).
e At 22°C initial DHA decreased and importantly MGO developed (increased).

* At 37°C DHA decreased rapidly but, MGO after an initial small rise then began to fall.

* At 65°C DHA and MGO were destroyed within days.

Maturing: The prolonged heating of this type of honey destroys its value. There is a point where the net conversion of
DHA to MGO ceases. When the ratio of DHA to MGO falls below a ratio of 2:1, the system occurring in honey no longer
supports the development and maintenance of MGO. Most honeys reach their peak value in 12-18 months with proper
storage. After this, the production of new MGO is outstripped by decomposition of existing MGO, and the activity levels
slowly fall. So not all DHA converts to MGO. Another consequence of prolonged heating is high HMF levels. The take
home message is: Leaving honey drums outside in the sun, or prolonged heating destroys the honey’s value.

To assist in estimating the maturing of a honey, the Honey Lab produced an Activity Estimator. Our calculator uses the
current DHA, MGO and HMF values at either 22°, 37° or 65°C to see the approximate predictions out to 52, 26 weeks or 7
days respectively. Figure 1 illustrates changes at 22°C over one year, starting at DHA 1000ppm, MGO 100 ppm and HMF
10 ppm.

Influence of storage on DHA, MGO, HMF and NPA concentrations
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Figure 1: Changes in concentration of DHA, MGO, HMF and NPA at 22°C over 52 weeks.

Generally, when the level of MGO reaches about half the DHA level, then your honey is close to the point when MGO
begins to fall. In general, when DHA is less than double the MGO, then MGO has peaked.

Knowing which honey has the potential to develop MGO means that honey should be tested for DHA and MGO. Unless

sampled correctly, the numbers generated by any testing laboratory may not represent the true value of the honey. Our lab
often tests honey for a seller, then later the same honey for the buyer only to find different results. Poor sampling is often
the problem.

Sample preparation: — A test result is only as good as the sample submitted for testing.

e Use clean plastic sample containers with a secure screw top.
e Provide clean, well-mixed samples — Remove bee bits and wax. Honey from different hives or frames vary and
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honey extracted into storage drums may layer from top to bottom and from the centre to the sides. Stir the storage
drum prior to sample collection. Alternatively, use a pipe to take a diagonal core sample from the opening to the
bottom of the opposite side of the drum. Collect this, mix well and then take the 50 g sample for testing so that you
provide an average of the drum. ie. Off-the-top/ or bottom sampling does not represent the whole drum or IBC.

* Provide sufficient sample for testing — Please provide 50 g of clean, well-mixed honey for DHA, HMF and MGO
analysis to the USC Honey Lab.

*  Assign a unique sample code to each sample you send in. Clearly label this on the lid and sample jar. Make a list
of these sample codes samples you send for analysis.

* Include the sample list in the box of samples and include your full contact details.

Blending to an MGO Activity.
The general advice is to never blend an active (contains MGO) honey with a zero active (no MGO) honey, or some MGO
will be consumed by proteins etc in the non-MGO honey.

It is always best to aim for 5-10% over the desired MGO levels, and not to go below 2:1 DHA:MGO.
To estimate mixing two honeys use a weighted average.

There is a bit of maths involved so, we recently created an interactive spread sheet that will give you a good indication
about how to blend to a desired MGO level. If you think this would help your operation, then email the UniSC team
(Peter’s email is below) and ask for one.

Interpreting the Honey Analysis Report

Currently the lab provides a report on a 3-in-1 chemical test performed on the sample provided. DHA, HMF and MGO
are in ppm (parts per million). HMF is an indicator of age or heat treatment of honey. This helps beekeepers show that
their honey has not been mistreated. DHA converts naturally in Manuka honeys to MGO which is the active component.
The MGO value is mathematically converted to an NPA number between 0 and 25 or above.

Estimation of NPA from MGO values

MGO in ppm NPA
85 5
260 10 This information has been provided by the team at the
UniSC Honey Lab. Chau, Georgia, Linda, Asmaa and
515 15
Peter
830 20
1200 25
Dr Peter Brooks

Science, Technology and Engineering, University of the Sunshine Coast
90 Sippy Downs Drive, Sippy Downs QLD 4556
Email: pbrooks@usc.edu.au
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Some questions and answers about alcohol
washing.

I have had extensive conversations with many beekeepers
over recent months about alcohol washing.

The most frequent questions coming up are;
- It takes a lot of time, so why do I even need to do it.
- How long do we need to do this for?
- How many hives do I need to do?
- Which bees should I sample?
- How can [ make it easier/faster and impact my
beekeeping activities less.
- It’s not as accurate as mite strips/sticky mats, so why
even bother with it.

The main answers to each are as follows;

It takes a lot of time, so why do I even need to do it?
Under current circumstances in NSW alcohol washing is
your best method of finding mites in your bees, and with
the Varroa control orders in place it is a legal requirement
for you to undertake it in every apiary every 16 weeks.
Most beekeepers are unable to visually see mites on live
bees as they work a hive, and even if they did they would
have no accurate way to determine how many mites there
are per 100 bees.

The real reason why you need to do it is because if your
hives actually have detectable numbers of varroa mites
in them then YOU are a biosecurity risk to the rest of the
nation’s beekeepers. The entire industry Australia wide
wants eradication of varroa mites, so if YOU HAVE
MITES then DPI needs to know.

By using an accurate predetermined measure of bees
(eg. a heaped half cup equals approximately 300 bees)
in their wash they know that if they find 3 mites it is 1
“phoretic” mite per hundred bees (1% infection rate),
or finding 9 would equal 3 mites per hundred bees, or
3% infection rate. If you have a 3% infection rate of
phoretic mites (when they are an ecto-parasite living
and feeding on the fat body of a worker bees) then you
probably have another 6-10 mites per hundred bees

that are “reproductive” mites currently living under
capped brood. Reproductive mites are the ones that we
cannot see and they cause the major expansion in varroa
numbers when the bee hatches and 3-5 fertilized female
varroa leave that brood cell with it.

Varroa, bee stings and other rubbish in a
cloudy wash. Decant off extra alcohol to
reduce the depth, use your glasses, jeweller’s
loupe of magnifying glass (to see clearly)
and remove any likely looking objects with
an eye dropper into clean alcohol for a

better observation.

NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320
Ph: 02 4939 8946 Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Final result from the same dirty alcohol wash
pictured. If you found even one of these mites
in an alcohol wash then DPI needs to know
about it immediately.

Varroa versus bee sting. Use your glasses etc.
when alcohol washing bees (and checking
your brood) so that you can clearly see

what is there.

How long do we need to do this for? Frequently

and forever may be the correct answer if Varroa is

not eradicated. In any country with established varroa
populations within their managed bees, alcohol washing
is the most common method used to determine how many
mites are on average present across the apiary. The result
determines when to spend the next amount of money on
time, miticide strips and/or other anti-mite management
that needs to be done to control the mite populations.
Once you have done those treatments then as a follow-up
you need to alcohol wash those bees again to see if your
anti-mite methods were effective.

For now, please follow the DPI guidelines which set out
how many of your hives per apiary need to be sampled
every 16 weeks. It is really important that ALL NSW
BEEKEEPERS continue looking for mites in their hives,
so regularly go to the varroa page to check for updated
requirements at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/varroa

How many hives do I need to do? Under the regulations
in place NSW DPI has requested that each Apiary be
sampled every 16 weeks, and depending on the apiary
size anywhere up to 100% of hives should be sampled
(check the website for current testing requirements).
The numbers used were not plucked out of thin air, but
were calculated by highly qualified epidemiologists,
whose expertise is in calculating sample sizes needed

to determine that accurate results are achieved.
Epidemiologists probably don’t know much about
commercial beekeeping, but on the flip side commercial
beekeepers are probably not experts in calculating how
many hives need to be sampled by alcohol wash to
achieve accurate results that are acceptable to state area
of freedom requirements that enable most beekeepers
(out of red & purple zones) to operate somewhere close
to normal.

If beekeepers don’t undertake their alcohol testing
requirements they are undermining the entire varroa
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mite eradication plan. It is unrealistic to be wanting
“business as usual” in the industry when this major pest
eradication is underway, so everybody needs to make
some adjustments to their approach and do their bit.

Which bees should I sample? When you open a hive
and do your brood inspection you are working in the
area that is most likely to contain varroa, especially if
that hive only has small numbers of varroa. Why is this
so? The very first varroa that arrived into that colony
were probably on a returning field bee. Whilst foraging
it may have co-mingled with other field bees from a
heavily infested colony (I have personally seen that
varroa can “jump” between bees very quickly), visited a
flower where infested bees were recently on, robbed out
an infested colony or maybe this bee had itself drifted
from an infested colony. Another option is that a newly
introduced queen or her escorts had varroa on them, so
putting this queen into the hive has also introduced varroa
to it.

When a phoretic mite arrives to a new colony with low
varroa density it has found an oasis with untold potential,
and its main priority is to reproduce. It will immediately
aim to feed on the “fat body” of a healthy bee, which

is often a fat healthy nurse bee (in the brood area).

Once this “foundress mite” has adequately fed (Samuel
Ramsay states this normally takes 3-13 days) it will look
for a suitable brood area with advanced and “soon to be
capped” larvae, and go into a cell when ready.

Whilst this mite is in its reproductive phase and protected
under a capped cell it cannot be detected by either alcohol
washing on mite strips/sticky mats. Newly hatching
brood is therefore also a likely spot to find newly hatched
varroa mites. In comparison you will only generally

find mites in bees up in the honey super once the mite
numbers have built up enough. Therefore you should
ALWAYS take your alcohol wash sample of bees from
the brood area, unless there is no brood, in which case
mites are more dispersed amongst the bee population and
could be anywhere.

How can I make it easier/faster and impact my
beekeeping activities less? Most of the communications
on alcohol washing talk about collecting your sample

of bees from your colony and doing the wash as per the
specified procedure, which takes 4-5 minutes per sample.
To look at the nationally-agreed alcohol washing method
please visit the Bee Pest Blitz website beepestblitz.com.
au on 1 April 2023.

To handle the washing of a commercial sized operation
you may need to think bigger than just washing 1 hive at
a time, so one good method is as follows;

- Open each hive and as you do your brood inspection
look for a suitable frame, especially one with capped
and newly hatching brood and lots of nurse bees on it.
- Once you are certain the queen is not present shake
the frame well to remove bees onto the hive mat,
piece of cardboard or into a plastic container etc. and
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remove a heaped half-cup of bees (approx. 300 bees).
- Immediately toss these bees into a large jar or
sealable container (eg. 2-5 L or larger as required)
with adequate alcohol to cover the next few samples
(continue to top up alcohol as required).

- As you work each additional hive place your next
half cup of bees into this container until you have
collected enough samples.

- At a slightly later time (when finishing up at site or
back at base) you can then thoroughly shake those
bees and look at them. Ensure you label each sample
clearly so you do not mistake where it came from.

Because you have accumulated a much larger volume of
bees you also need to upsize all the equipment used to
separate them from any mites.

-Tuse 2 x 10 L buckets, a rainwater tank filter screen
(that sits nicely in the bucket), mesh paint filters and
something to screen out the bees. That bee-filter could
be a very coarse honey screen, 4 to 6 mm galvanised
mesh, a pasta colander or a mesh basket, just as

long as it stops the bees but let’s smaller items pass
through.

i ANy

Equipment used to test 6 samples at once versus one.

3-6 mm mesh will work as a bee strainer (that lets varroa through,).
You will always get better results if you rinse the bees multiple times as
mites get stuck in a clump of bees.

- once you have poured everything into your filter
assembly put your glasses on and have a look, firstly
in the bottom of the shake container and then on the
finer filter. If you see anything that pretty much looks
like varroa then please take a well-focused photo (so
you can have a better look) collect it as a sample and
call DPI immediately.

- If you did not find any mites from the first rinse
then chuck all the bees back in the bucket of alcohol



to resuspend them, give them another good agitation,
place the screens on the other bucket and pour
everything through again. Research has been shown
that doing this process a total of 3 times will give you
very accurate results.

Please report all results on the DPI website https://fal.
cn/3vuYE

6 sample combined wash that was shook and rinsed 3 times showing a
similar mite count result per %> cup sample as a regular 1 sample wash
(also shook and washed 3 times). Please note that for demonstration
of accuracy this was all sampled from the same hive at the same time.
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It’s not as accurate as mite strips/sticky mats, so why
even bother with it? At this point the only permits
available to use miticide strips in NSW are held by NSW
DPI, and they are only allowed to be used for their own
strictly managed surveillance activities with regards to
the varroa response.

If there is any change in the situation (transition to
management etc.) then they would become more widely
available. Specific training would also be rolled out by
DPI so that approved treatments would be used correctly
and appropriately by beekeepers. At this point alcohol
washing is the best option that NSW beekeepers can
undertake to do their own hive surveillance.

Bee Pest Blitz. In previous years NSW DPI has run
“Sugar Shake Month” every autumn. This initiative is
being replaced with a nationally coordinated ‘Bee Pest
Blitz’ month-long event which calls on beekeepers to
conduct surveillance for high priority exotic pests using
the alcohol wash method. The campaign kicks off 1 April
and all the bee surveillance resources and tools can be
downloaded at beepestblitz.com.au.

The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.
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New digital beehive monitoring system
improves efficiency of managing

remote beehives

Multiple features in an affordable, flexible and intuitive system.

Many beekeepers travel long distances to visit their
apiaries. If that’s you, you’ll appreciate how valuable

it would be to have an insight into the health of your
hives and the needs of your bees, before you make
the trip to check on them. Just imagine how much
more enjoyable and efficient beekeeping could be if
there were no surprises when you arrived at the apiary.

That’s where Hivemate steps in. It’s like having an extra
pair of hands in the apiary, helping you keep an eye on
your hives, even when you’re not there.

Hivemate’s digital beehive monitoring system allows
you to work smarter, saving you time and money by
ensuring you only make the journey out to the apiary
when your bees need you. By simply checking the
Hivemate app, you'll know in advance when the flow
has dried up and it’s time to move the hives, and you’ll
never lose bees to swarming again because Hivemate
will let you know when it’s time to harvest your honey.

The Hivemate system can be used on wooden or
plastic hives and sits underneath the box, replacing
the original base. Hivemate records the hive’s weight,
temperature, humidity, and exact location, providing
updated data every 30 minutes between 4 am and

10 pm, every single day.

Ackeham  Kalkapy
Domnybrogy,

This allows you to monitor and track the honey output
and the box entrance temperature during the bees’
active hours, and enjoy peace of mind knowing that
your hive is where you left it. You can even opt for
sound monitoring as an added extra, so you can listen
to your bees no matter where you are.

Hivemate can run off Wi-Fi, 4G, or a combination of
both, to ensure instant access to your data as soon as
it's recorded. The Hivemate unit is fitted with a solar
charging panel, meaning it'll charge itself automatically
for long, uninterrupted battery life.

All the data will be recorded and kept within the
Hivemate app on your smartphone, computer, or
television, meaning you won’t have to worry about
taking hive notes ever again.

Whether you keep bees as a hobby or have a large
commercial apiary, Hivemate has been designed for
you. Our system can be customised to suit your needs,
to ensure that you’ll get the most out of working

with Hivemate.

With our world-class beehive monitoring system on
your team, you’ll be able to watch over your bees no
matter where you are — even when you’re on holiday.
Hivemate gives you all the information you need to
keep your bees happy, healthy, and productive,
leaving you to focus on the rewards.

With Hivemate by your side, you don’t have to do it
all on your own anymore.

Work smarter with Hivemate. Contact us today!

For more information about Hivemate,

including all the technical specifications, available
packages and products, and answers to our most
frequently asked questions, head to our website
at www.hivemate.com.au or get in touch at
sales@hivemate.com.au or (03) 8401 4248.
Distributors and retailers wanted!

u Hivemale

Visit us at Booth 35-36 at the
4th Australian Bee Congress
on June 8-11 at Rosehill Gardens
Racecourse, Sydney




Watch your bees from anywhere with the patented
Hivemate® monitoring system - just a single base Q
that’s easy to use and more affordable than you think!

6 key benefits with Hivemate:

f ) Watch over your bees A Set an alert for the best
@ no matter where you are time to harvest your honey
Monitor your bees through ', Solar powered for
the app anywhere, anytime = uninterrupted battery life

Know the temperature

©
=
@ Check your hive's
weight at any time and humidity of your hives

Hivemate® is a digital beehive monitoring system that provides
live data on the health and productivity of your bees. With Hivemate,
all it takes to check on your hives is a quick glance at the Hivemate app.

Whether you keep bees as a hobby or have a large commercial apiary,
Hivemate has been designed for you. Our system can be customised to suit
your needs, to ensure that you’ll get the most out of working with Hivemate.

With Hivemate by your side, you don’t have to do it all on your own anymore.

Save money and time, contact us today!

Hivemale

MONITORING SYSTEM

www.hivemate.com.au or get in touch at O
sales@hivemate.com.au or (03) 8401 4248. E

Distributors and retailers wanted! Scan QR code



Australia’s Most Satisfied St e a m

Customers For decapping, extractors,
Thank you to Australia’s best beekeepers for supplying your honey to wax reducer & waSh down

us. Together we can be proud to be voted Australia’s #1 Honey.
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RENCEVERIEIG VALUE FOR MONEY PACKAGING DESIGN g Electrlc Steam BOIIers

If you're interested in selling your quality Australian honey or beeswax please call

Steven Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or 02 6033 2322. “1 y i Model shown ranges
beechworthhoney.com.au from 3kW to 42kW

Bl Steam output from
5.7 to 66.8kg/hr.

H Models range from
1/3 h.p. (3kW) to

48 h.p. (480kW).
Advantages P

) B Fast steam raising B Can be installed adjacent
s { B Compactly packaged & to steam appliance in
- —— self contained, no plant workspace
room required B Quiet & reliable operation
W 99% Thermal efficiency - low maintenance cost
Specialising in B Low capital & low B Simple to operate

installation costs & maintain - no sophis-

OueL‘J Caucasian B No boiler attendant ticated burner/ignition/

required draft controls - no fire

‘ Ueens QLIE'}E'JII Bees (state regulations may brick maintenance

limit maximum capacity) B Corrosion resistant, no

Bl Simple installation tubes, gussets or stays -
Marked Queens = ----- HM5e requires only connection no heat transfer surfaces
Pl e $40 ea of water & electricity M Low heating element
w-49  ---L- BSea B No flue - no fire replacement cost
50-199  ----- $.’§1 ea - no risk of explosion B All spare parts available
200plusper season ----- Discommts Apply - no fumes or smell ex stock
UQoeenCells  ===-- $8 - collect only Bl No oil storage tank B Comprehensive
Breeder Queens- §825 - no oil deliveries operating & maintenance
ModurallV maicd on g remmate island, B Clean equipment instructions, wiring
: . & work area & piping diagrams
Past & Handling 15 per dispatch under 50 qry. accompany each boiler
Prices include GST -
Valid Seprember 20 22 to March 2023 .:E;
LX)
o % SIMONS
Terms: Payment 10 days prior to dispatch, BOILERS
For orders contact:
John Covey 1/33 Maddox Street Australian family owned
Email: salesi@ooveybees.com.au Alexandria NSW 2015 company Est 1932

144 Colchester Road

Ph: 0427 046 966 Ph: (02) 8338 8660 Bayswater North VIC 3153

PO Box 72 Jimhoomba QLD 4280 ph: (03) 9462 6700
Fax: [ﬂZ] 8338 866] Agents in all other states

www.simonshoilercom.au
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@) voaviory Quickly See what's been missed
%o Manager”

An app

your staff
will actually
Hives Numlber Number of supers use

9:561AM Tue 18 Jan

= 88% @m
Loads redteam@Deyo_Austral Last Synced: a few segbnds ago SYNC
Sort: | Recently Visited | Filter: . . . . . . D .
Ca I e nda r Product »n Hives Top splits/Nucs upers Apiary Management Notes
Load 1 e g6 18 Jan 22: [18/01/22]
09 Sep 2 Creek 4 Lifted off. ants ok
0 74 26 0
Load status —>
Site status —2>» N
Load 2 Sunday 230179 1‘0 Jan 22 pmxwg of
N Gull 120 customer beefeed on
13ect 4 ouT top of beebuild Load notes
0 120 O 0 06 Sep 19
IN
Load 3 o 18 Jan 22: Put 5 Nucs
1 2 t(igcerlrelll 53 12 Mty 21 onto load 3. waters
8. dan22 SUT filled
0 74 46 0 C 1l 2
Reports : m— . .
. IN 18 Jan 22: Workej
Load 4 Hobbies % Ky 21 first half F:rw\p/ tod{
ol 51 Thunderstorms
18 Jan 22 Trail e e ik
q ouT Cs into queenlq
0 51 45 0 boxes. pollen stol
Create new
sites

All-in-one productivity tool, custom built
for commercial beekeepers. ¢

Administrationis boring Go deep with in-depth reports
Get in depth site sah"e Spot informative trends,
breakdowns at a glance an nour under-performing hives, and
with digital dashboards. hidden value from your data.

a day

Are your staff slacking off? Constantly losing information?
Achieve higher staff accountability All your hive, site and landowner
without micro-managing records kept in one central place.

@@ MyApiary” Visit us at: MyApiary.com Call us at: 02 4089 0639
C

O Smarter systems, smarter business, smarter beekeeping




NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Show Co-ordinator

ﬂ Email:

Honey & Apiary Related Products
Competition and Show - 2023

- Paul Drew 1 Wewak Place Bossley Park 2176
Ph 0479157039
https://www.facebook.com/honeyshow.nswaa/

honeyshow.nswaa@gmail.com

HONEY CATEGORIES

NSW
2 4
3 g
P N
A &
G
B A
Yey o¥°
Class # Class Description
1 Liquid Honey—Yellow Box
2 Liquid Honey—Iron Bark
3 Liquid Honey—Other Eucalypt —Light
4 Liquid Honey—Other Eucalypt —Medium
5 Liquid Honey—Other Eucalypt —Dark
6 Liquid Honey—Non-Eucalypt —Light
7 Liquid Honey—Non-Eucalypt —Medium
8 Liquid Honey—Non-Eucalypt —Dark
BEESWAX
14 One Block Natural Beeswax Yellow min
1kg
15 One Block Natural Beeswax White min
1kg
16 Six (6) Natural Beeswax moulds
BEESWAX CANDLES
17 Matching Pair of Rolled Beeswax
Candles
18 Matching Pair of Dipped Beeswax
Candles
19 Matching Pair of Moulded Beeswax
Candles
POLLEN
20 Natural Pollen (min 100mL)

Honey Show - NSWAA Show Schedule 2023
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10

1

12

13

21

22

23

!l

Class Description

Natural Granulated Honey—Fine Grain
Natural Granulated Honey—Coarse Grain
Creamed Honey

Chunk Comb in Honey (piece of honeycomb -
min 4x11cm to be of same floral source as the
surrounding liquid honey)

Collection of Honeys—3 jars comprising 1 each
of different variety/colour/granulated honey—
each jar labelled as to variety/style

CJleue

One (1) Frame Capped Honey—Full Depth

One (1) Frame Capped Honey—Ideal Depth

APIARY COLLECTION

Collection of Apiary Products—Visually
appealing display of apiary products &
educational material

Minimum 5 Apiary products—produced by the
Exhibitor to be displayed. (Suggested
examples— liquid honey, granulated/ creamed
honey, frame & chunk honey, pollen, propolis
etc)

May also include educational material suitable
for public/community awareness. Other items
forming part of display need not be produced
by the exhibitor but must not to show
commercial or maker labels nor advertising and
must be an Australian product related to Apiary
products.

Maximum space 1mt x 1 mt square.



NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Honey & Apiary Related Products
Competition and Show - 2023

Show Co-ordinator - >Paul Drew 1 Wewak Place Bossley Park 2176
Email:  honeyshow.nswaa@gmail.com ph: 0479157039

f?’._”; 's?-dﬁ"‘ . ﬁ https://www.facebook.com/honeyshow.nswaa/
Class # Class Description Class# Class Description
13a For entries from Branch's and Clubs of 23a For entries from Branch's and Clubs of
Associations Associations
Collection of Apiary Products—Visually Collection of Honeys—3 jars comprising 1
appealing display of apiary products & each of different variety/colour/granulated
educational material honey—each jar labelled as to

variety/style

Minimum 5 Apiary products—produced
by the

Exhibitor to be displayed. (Suggested
examples— liquid honey, granulated/
creamed honey, frame & chunk honey,
pollen, propolis etc)

May also include educational material
suitable for public/community
awareness. Other items forming part of
display need not be produced by the
exhibitor but must not to show
commercial or maker labels nor
advertising and must be an Australian
product related to Apiary products.
Maximum space 1mt x 1 mt square.
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NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc.

S, Honey & Apiary Related Products
(\ ‘; mgm
,&\ . Competition and Show - 2023

= ()
> =
7%-,\ § Show Co-ordinator - >Paul Drew 1 Wewak Place Bossley Park 2176
"':v&so(}?' Email:  honeyshow.nswaa@gmail.com ph: 0479157039
';"4»“ 5*\0‘% ﬂ https://www.facebook.com/honeyshow.nswaa/
PHOTOGRAPHY CATEGORIES
Class # Class Description Class # Class Description
24 Bees in Action 27 Strength in Numbers
(Depicting Bees/Beekeepers in action) (Swarms/colony)
25 Bees Vital for our Food 28  Solitary in Nature . .
(Depicting Bees in Food Crop (Native Solitary Bees or Single Bee in work)
Pollination)
26  Liquid Gold . 29  Natural Beauty
(Honey—may be in (Bees in the Landscape)
hive/processing/consuming)
MEAD CATEGORIES
30 Traditional or Straight Honey Mead. BEE
3 Melomel or Fruit Mead. pROIE‘N EO OD
32 Spiced Mead. Complete Protein Profile

No Animal by-products
Non- GMO

Protein 40%

Ash 0.5%

Fat 6%

Moisture 6%
Completely natural

Bee and Hive Health Booster
Colony Strength Booster

Ph: 08 6263 1140

Honey Show - NSWAA  Show Schedule 2023 Enquiries: sales@thelupinco.com.au
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Wi NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc.

» (& < Honey & Apiary Related Products Competition & Show - 2023

= :
',—; § Show Co-ordinator — Paul Drew 1 Wewak PI Bossley Park 2176
‘/’1‘,,, \,§° Email: honeyshow.nswaa@gmail.com  ph: 0403175708
P
5 9807 (
ey 92° ﬂ https://www.facebook.com/honeyshow.nswaa/

ENTRY FORM - ALL CLASSES
Exhibitor/s Name:

Exhibitor/s Address:
Exhibitors Contact: ~ Ph: Email:
Required For Classes 1-23 - Beekeeper/Producer Name if not the Exhibitor/s:
Beekeeper Reg'n  State: Registration Number: Reg’n Expiry Date:

Note: Registration Validity will be verified with relevant State Agencies. Only valid and current registration will be eligible to enter

Exhibitor Declaration: | hereby agree in entering the above exhibits, subject to the rules and regulations, and will not hold the NSW AA Executive
or NSWAA Honey Show Committee responsible for any loss or damage to exhibits through accident, wrongful delivery or otherwise. By signing
this declaration | acknowledge the full responsibility for my exhibits and declare that | am eligible to enter by virtue of holding current & valid
Beekeeper Registration or immediate household member of a validly registered Beekeeper.

Exhibitor Signature : Date : / /
Class # | Class Description Floral Source Resource Region or Production
Image Region Year

Please make cheques payable to NSW Apiarists Association.

Direct debit to: NSWAA Westpac Bank BSB: 032 710 Account: 264867

Please include Con23 and your Initial and surname on the direct debit.

Honey Show - NSWAA Entry Form 2023
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American foulbrood

What is American foulbrood?

American foulbrood (AFB) is a fatal microbial disease
of honey bee brood caused by the spore forming
bacterium Paenibacillus larvae. The disease is caused
when young larvae ingest spores of the bacterium
which germinate in the honey bee’s gut. The brood
usually dies at the pre-pupal or pupal stage.

-
(72}
LU
o
(a]
LLl
L
-
-l
2
=
0
L

What should beekeepers look for?

Brood combs should be thoroughly examined for
AFB at least twice a year, preferably in spring and in
autumn, although AFB can occur in hives at any time
of the year. Beekeepers should remove each brood
frame from the colony and look for symptoms such
as sunken, darkened and greasy looking, perforated
cappings and irregular brood pattern in advanced
infections. Look closely, as early infections may only
have as few as one or two cells showing disease
signs.

Doug Somerville, NSW DP|

Initial infection of AFB showing a few cells which are sunken
and have chewed through cappings

Brood infected with AFB generally die after the

cells are capped and the affected brood becomes
discoloured, changing from the healthy pearly white
to a darker brown as the disease progresses. At this
stage of infection beekeepers should conduct the '
ropiness test. Thrust a matchstick into the infected A common test is to insert a matchstick into the dead brood
individual in the cell and if the semi-fluid remains are and if there is a ‘rope’ AFB could present

drawn out in a ropy thread it indicates the hive could
be infected with AFB. After about a month, infected
brood dry to a dark scale which adheres to the wall
of the cell.

Food and Environment Research Agency (Fera), Crown

Copyright

What can it be confused with?

AFB can be confused with European foulbrood
(EFB). The majority of EFB infected larvae die before
capping and appear coiled in their cells, unlike
AFB where the majority of infected larvae die after
capping. However, when EFB infected brood die at
older stages they can be confused with AFB.

Doug Somerville, NSW DPI

Advanced infection of AFB showing a large area of sunken,
dark and chewed through cappings




Another potential difference between AFB and EFB
is that when the ropiness test is conducted, by
placing a matchstick into the affected brood, AFB
infected brood could be drawn out in a longer
ropy thread than EFB infected brood. However,
when Paenibacillus alvei (a common secondary
invader in EFB) is present it may also cause some
extra ropiness which makes EFB infected brood
resemble AFB infected brood. Laboratory diagnosis

is the only accurate means to differentiate AFB g
from EFB. 2
. s
How does it spread? AFB infected cells showing brood drying to a dark scale
. on the side of the cell, and one scale having a ‘tongue’ can
The main methods of AFB spread are through the sometimes be observed g 9

interchange of infected combs and hive components,
by feeding colonies infected honey or pollen, by
honey bees robbing honey from infected hives or
from extraction sites, as well as by honey bees
drifting from infected colonies into neighbouring
colonies. The spores of the bacterium are very
infectious to larvae less than 24 hours old and can
remain dormant for over 50 years.

Where is it now?
AFB is present throughout Australia; however, it
has not been reported or confirmed in the NT, or

Kangaroo Island (SA). Black scale with a tongue is sometimes visible at the bottom of
cell walls after the larva has died and dried out

Food and Environment Research Agency (Fera), Crown

Copyright

How can beekeepers protect their hives
from American foulbrood?

Beekeepers should always check brood combs For more information about AFB, go

at least twice a year for early signs of AFB. Brood to www.beeaware.org.au/american-
combs should be replaced every 3-4 years as old foulbrood. The BeeAware website contains
brood combs can act as a reservoir of the bacterium. extensive information on AFB, including:

To greatly minimise the spread of AFB throughout
hives, beekeepers should put in place a barrier
management system and clean hive tools and apiary
equipment between hives and apiaries. If AFB is
found in a hive, thoroughly clean all hive tools, gloves
and apiary equipment before inspecting other hives
or another apiary. When AFB is detected, contact
your local department of agriculture, kill the infected
colony and either irradiate or burn infected hive parts
in a pit and cover the remains.

¢ Disease cycle

e Symptoms

e Detection methods

e Spread and distribution

e Similar pests

* Management options

¢ Additional fact sheets and videos

Disclaimer: The material in this publication is for general information only and no person should act, or fail to act on the basis of this material
without first obtaining professional advice. Plant Health Australia and all persons acting for Plant Health Australia expressly disclaim liability with
respect to anything done in reliance on this publication.




Broncihv News

Southern Tablelands Branch

Southern Tablelands Branch held their Annual AGM
followed by a general meeting located at the Eurobodalla
Botanical Gardens on Saturday 18" of March.

The AGM went well, and the new branch executive is as
follows: President- Myself (Zac Alcock), Vice President
- Kevin Forde, Secretary - Garth McClay and Treasurer —
Therese Kershaw.

I would like to thank the previous branch exec specifically
Laurie Kershaw for the numerous years as our branch
president.

At our general meeting we were joined by 2 guest speakers.

Richard Hayes from the NSW DPI Clover for Bees project
gave an informative presentation regarding the project and
their in-depth research on clover species for honey bees.

We were also joined by Jane Jones a farm insurance
provider from WFI insurance.

The previous day Southern Tablelands Branch executive
had a meeting with Eurobodalla shire regarding the
approved Mogo mountain bike trail which will affect
apiary sites on the south coast.

This was a productive meeting and hopefully with
close communication we can minimise effects on
our sites, but more work is still needed to assure
this. I Gave an update on this at our general meeting.

Many Thanks to all who attended the Southern Tablelands
AGM and general meeting.

Our next meeting date is to TBA with the potential of
holding a first aid course for members at this next meeting.

Details of this meeting will be sent out in the coming
weeks.

Zac Alcock,
President Southern Tablelands Branch

North Coast Branch

The North Coast branch held its first meeting of the year
on the 3rd of February at the DPI buildings at Trenayr.
This was a pilot idea to update beekeepers to what is hap-
pening within their local area, mainly Nana Glen.

This was well attended by 60 plus members and inter-
ested beekeepers from around the area. Speaker for the
night was Steve Green and accompanying him was Lloyd
Kingham for a Q & A session afterwards, more personal
questions were answered after all was presented as both
stayed longer for this reason.

I would like to thank all involved with setting this up,
presenters and attendees. Hopefully this answered your
questions.

On the 14th of February, 21 members attended Wollong-
bar DPI site for a Cert III chemical course. This course
was organised through Tocal and was free for all mem-
bers. We are in the process of organising another chemi-
cal course for our members down around Macksville.
Thank you to all those that attended, and you are now
able to work with chemicals safely.

I am really pleased of the members of the North Coast
branch as they are happy to be involved when meeting
and courses are announced

Thank you,
Steve Fuller
North Coast Branch President




Protecting the Bee Industry
from Disease & Pests Matters

Gamma Irradiation Kills:

Steritech Wetherill Park’s Gamma Irradiation
Facility offers commercial treatment
to the Beekeeping Community.

American Foulbrood (AFB)
European Foulbrood (EFB)
Nosema ceranae
Ascosphaera apis

Small Hive Beetle

Nosema apis

Gamma Irradiation is a chemical-free, heat-free
alternative used to protect beehives from disease
and pests.

Sterilisation with Steritech is easy.

Book Your Treatment

NSW Wetherill Park 02 8785 4400

QLD Narangba 07 3385 8400

VIC Dandenong 03 8726 5566

VIC  Merrifield (Mickleham) 03 9216 3500

www.steritech.com.au

STERITECH

Protecting what matters



The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment
& stainless steel manufacturing. Creating the largest
Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

Horizontal Extractors

+ 36 to 60 frame 3 bank - 48 to 144 frame 4 bank
+ 198 frame 6 bank « Twin Systems
- Automated self loading machines

« Wax Melters - 200 Itr to 750 Itr
» Reducers - 1200 to 1800
« Capping spinner « S/S vane pumps
« Centrifuge - Heat exchange
« Storage tanks « Mixing/heating tanks

restige
tainléss

94 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoric
- P: +61358591492-F:+61 35859
E: info@prestigestainless.com

www.prestigestainless.com.au

BRANCHES PRESIDENTS SECRETARIES EMAIL

Central Tablelands Sam Lockwood 0477 460 642  Claire Bennett 0409 340 502 centraltablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au
Hunter Valley Col Wilson 02 49304950  Contact President huntervalleybranch@nswaa.com.au
North Coast Stephen Fuller 0488 434 498  Col Maloney 02 6663 7051  secretary.ncoast@nswaa.com.au
Northern Tablelands Richard Willis 0428 323 812 Glenn McConnell 02 6732 3222  secretary.ntablelands@nswaa.com.au
Riverina Stephen Targett 0428 649 321  Matthew Skinner 0427 651 360  secretary.riverina@nswaa.com.au
Southern Tablelands Zac Alcock 0422 750 629  Garth McClay 0400 989 115  southerntablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au
Sydney Miskell Hampton 0437 913 831 Jane Flitter 0413 769 411  sydneybranch@nswaa.com.au
Tamworth Ray Hull 02 6760 3634  Norm Maher 0447 603 245  secretary.tamworth@nswaa.com.au
Western Plains Daniel Warman 0431 386481  Shaun Sykes 0437 044 010  secretary.wplains@nswaa.com.au

AGRIFUTURES - Honeybee & Pollination

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)

Chairman: Stephen Targett

CEO: Danny le Feuvre

Ph: 0402 467 780 Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au Website: www.honeybee.org.au
Mailing address: PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614

Annelies McGaw Manager
Ph: 02 6923 6913]| 0407 987 738 Email: Annelies.McGaw@agrifutures.com.au Website: www.agrifutures.com.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary: Mr Richard Simms, 40 Kyle Rd Murwillumbah NSW 2484 Ph: 0468 481 768 Email: AQBBA21@gmail.com

CROP POLLINATION ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary: Janine Rudder PO Box 9305 Bathurst West NSW 2795 Ph: 0428 431 502 Email: jbrbees@gmail.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary: Mr Kevin Webb Email: kevin.webb@springgullyfoods.com.au
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AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL

For beekeeping information read
The American Bee Journal

Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, including )

questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00
Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:

51 South 2 Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341

Tel: (217) 847 3324  Fax: (217) 847 3660
Email: abj@dadant.com

Website: www.americanbeejournal.com
The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE

The Magazine of American Beekeeping
Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.
Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas
For more information and a free sample copy
Contact: The Editor
PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

Member Benefits

Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be
represented through a common organisation

Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources

Help to secure your Industry’s future

Provide strong representation to Government

Membership Badge

Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers

Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News

the NSWAA bi-monthly journal & FREE classified
advertisment in journal

Annual State Conference & Trade / Feild Days

Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA
branches

Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers & NSW DPI
representatives at meetings, workshops & conferences

WEFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata -
1300 934 934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’
Association (NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let
your local Area Manager know you are a member to receive
this benefit for the Association - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417
943 451 E: jane.jones@wfi.com.au

Discounts available through Bee Hive Incentive Program
SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members; rate

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RATES

The Association Membership year runs
from: 1 March to 28 February

Note: Rates from 1 March 2017

THE BUZZ! .
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter 0 to 10 hives $100.00 1 vote
Published 5 times annually 11 to 200 hives $200.00 2 votes
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 201 to 400 hives $300.00 4 votes
(minimum subs $100.00) :
For further information please contact: 401 + $1.00 per hive 6 votes
The Secretary, SAAA 700 + $1.00 per hive 8 votes
S 1_P]§) BO§A4§108 1001 + $1.00 per hive 10 votes
P%iso:g 982 102 Over 1500 hives $1.00 per hive 12 votes
Email: secretary@saaa.org.au Affiliated/Retired/Student  $65.00 1 vote
Honeybee News subscriber/member
THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER $65.00 0 vote
Bi-monthly newsletter for
The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney .
Email: editor@beckeepers.asn.au Junior Beekeeper Club

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc.
www.nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions: Pauline Downie
PO Box 25207 Wellington 6146 New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254
Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising: Certa Solutions
PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515
Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz
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Are you an aspiring beekeeper, written a story
or poem, taken a photoor painted a picture about
bees or beekeeping?

Then we want to hear from you!

All you need to do is get permission from your parents
to have it published & send it to

info@nswaa.com.au
Participants will receive a certificate from
NSW Abpiarists’ Association
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POLLEN

Pollen available in 5kgs bags
1 x 5 kg bag $16/ kg
4 x 5kg bags $14/kg
20 x 5kg bags $13/kg

1 Box
5 Boxes
Plus freight

AUSTRALIAN EXPORTERS

ABN 96 078 192 300

Queen Bees

Prices include GST:
1-10 i, $39.00 each
11-49 i, $36.00 each
50 - 100, $34.00 each
100 Or OVEer....cevveeeennnen. $33.50 each

200 and over - Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / MERILL

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799
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Pure Honey

100% AUSTRALIAN

o AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE HONEY
i TRUSTED SINCE 1953

y

‘— 500g - Aystralian

Hive+Wellness

AUSSIE

Capilano: Australian owned and
operated, since 1953.

Capilano is owned by a wholly Australian
company, Hive + Wellness Australia that is
proudly headquartered in Richlands, QLD.

The honey used in Capilano products is
supplied by over 800 Australian beekeepers
and is packed and marketed by around 150
hardworking Australian locals across three
sites in Richlands, QLD, Maryborough, VIC, and
Bayswater, WA.

Hive + Wellness Australia is committed to
innovation and quality in Australian bee
products. We are equally dedicated to
protecting and fostering the growth of the
Australian Apicultural industry and your family’s
hardworking beekeeping businesses.

We are actively seeking to expand our supplier
network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax
from new and existing beekeepers.

To become a supplier, please contact our
Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:
P: 0419 431 652 E: s.covey@hivewell.com

100% Australian Honey -

Proud supporter of gz X O



SCHUTZ

PACKAGING SYSTEMS

SCHUTZ ECOBULK

EATURES INCLUDE:

- Economically designed for the safe

- Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high

- Capacity MX ECOBULK — 1,000L (275 Gal)

- Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

N

(,

'1\\.

AT

CONTACT SCHUTZ TO ORDER YOUR ECOBULK TODAY AT SALESAU@SCHUETZ.NET OR ON 03 9360 9291
WWW.SCHUETZ.NET




