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TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add $4 Per Queen 

PAYMENT BY:  Cheque or Direct Debit 
Details on orderingQUEEN BEES

ITALIAN
Prices effective from May 2021

UNTESTED 
1-10 .......... $34.00 each 
11-49 ........ $30.00 each               
50+ ........... $26.00 each             Join now 
and isolated mated breeders = $600.00

DENMAR APIARIES

PO Box 99  WONDAI  Queensland 4606
Phone: 0448 690 064  Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

A home fit for a Queen 
Give your bees the best 
Australian owned & manufactured 
Quality Hoop Pine 

Manufacturers of Quality Woodw-are 
from Australian-Grow-n Hoop Pine 

• Buying all grades of wax • Phone, Email and Bulk Orders welcomed
• Large range of beekeeping supplies • Postage and freight options available

806 River Road 
Kingaroy Q 4610 

Main 0427 946 614 
0429 130 167 

bbeesupplies@bordernet.com.au 

Supplq Outlet 
Unit 3

17 Lear Jett Drive
Caboolture Q 4510
Main 0484 598 580  

bbeesuppliesmorayfield@hotmail.com 

Website: www.burnettbeekeepingsupplies.com.au 
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APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231

Well I trust everybody had a great Christmas break and 
are all set for the New Year! Let’s hope that this is an 
improvement on the last few years! So with that, HAPPY 
NEW YEAR to all.

It is hard to believe that we are already staring at February 
and the year has just begun. December saw more new IPs 
(Infected premises) detected but this was to be expected 
as surveillance is carried our in the purple zone. This is 
acceptable as we knew there would be those that would 
show up in the second round of surveillance (why we have 
a purple buffer zone) and this is why we need to continue 
surveillance in all zones. What we don’t want to find is an 
IP in the blue zone, that will bring all the hard work undone. 
So, this is where all beekeepers can play their part, do your 
alcohol washes and PLEASE report the findings by either 
filling in the online form or by ringing 1800 084 881. this 
helps DPI with data to prove that the blue zone is free of 
varroa and this will help us get the borders open sooner.

DPI have also stated that they intend to conduct audits of 
beekeepers that have not reported their alcohol washes. 
Alcohol washes are required to be done every 16 weeks, so 
if you do a wash today on an apiary then that apiary has 16 
weeks before another wash is required. If you have done 
your washes but have not reported them you can even if 
it has been a few weeks ago, we need that data to show 
freedom from varroa.

As for the borders opening, we have been addressing this 
issue at every possible opportunity we get. Not just the 
Victorian and Queensland borders but also the ACT border 
as well. This is an area that must be addressed right and not 
just throw the borders open and see what happens, there is 
a lot at stake here.

On a lighter note, I would like to thank all those who 
have donated honey or money to purchase honey for 
Honeyland. This is showcasing our industry and without 
these contributions, the Association would not be able to 
participate in the Royal Easter Show. If you are planning 
on volunteering at the show, please get your information to 
Debbie Porter (0427 375 380) ASAP.

The Conference planning is well under way, and we hope 
to see as many members attend this year as possible, 
you will not be disappointed. There is a “Bee-Creative 
exhibition” to be involved in and it is not just for us adults, 
so come on and get the kids creating a masterpiece! Please 
check out the advertisment in this issue.

Honey has been hard to find for all this year and it does not 

look exciting for the future. There have been a few reports 
of small amounts here and there but no big flows. Hopefully 
this coming year will be better for honey propects and we 
will not get washed away or bogged in the process!

I would also like to remind all members that our Website 
and Facebook pages are a wealth of knowledge and up 
to date information. If you cannot find it there or have a 
question regarding a specific issue, please email or contact 
us so we can get an answer for you.

With that said, let’s bring on 2023!

Steve Fuller

Your President

Honeyland Needs You!
Volunteers need for Royal Easter Show 

Thursday 6 April - Monday 17 April
Morning 8:30am - 2:30pm

Afternoon 2:00pm - 8:30pm
See page 42 for more information
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AUSTRALIA’S NO.1 
BEEKEEPING LOADER|

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader 
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd
Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable 
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800  686 
411 to organise your obligation free demo!

Ability to load the truck from 
one side using telescopic boom
Huge lifting capacity up to 
1500kg 
Park sideways across truck 
Optional air-conditioned cabin
Self Levelling Boom
Prompt delivery Australia wide

All terrain 4wd with 
outstanding stability 
Backed by a Family business for 
over 25 years 
Save time and man power
Easy to access and operate
Over 200 attachments
Easy finance options available

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com | 
www.avantequipment.com




















Compact Articulated Loaders
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Rural Aid 
Primary producing beekeepers who have been affected by the current Varroa mite outbreak, have hives located 
in either the eradication, surveillance, or notification zones and have already listed your hive locations with the 
NSW DPI may be eligible for a $500 pre-paid Visa from Rural Aid. Please see the link below to determine your 
eligibility and apply.
https://faa.ruralaid.org.au/nsw-varroa-mite-outbreak-financial-aid-application/

We also have available our counselling intake line which is open to all farmers both recreational and primary 
producing.  It’s also available for workers on farms and their families. Rural Aid’s counsellors are based across 
the country and offer free, confidential counselling to farmers and their families. 

This phone line is staffed 9am to 5pm AEST Monday to Friday. To get in touch with a Rural Aid counsellor 
phone : 1300 175 594

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE LINE P/L 
' , , 
PRICES EFFECTNE FROM SPRING 2022 

ABN: 88 610 746 257 
ACN: 610746257 

1 to 10 .............................................. $33.00 each + p&h 
11 to 49 ............................................ $31.00 each 
50 to 99 ............................................ $29.00 each 
Over 100 ( in total) ........................... $28.00 each 
200 & over ........................................ $27.00 each 

Terms: Payment prior to dispatch 
Terms and conditions apply. EFTPOS facility is available. 
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DPI SUPPORT ROLES

NSW Department Primary Industries
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

T: 0438 352 744
E: melinda.brown@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Emily Noordyke
Technical Officer - Plan Bee

NSW Department Primary Industries
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421
E: emily.noordyke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

E: kelly.lees@dpi.nsw.gov.au
T: +61 418 989 919

E: bianca.giggins@dpi.nsw.gov.au

TECHNICAL OFFICERS
Melinda Brown

Honey Bee Training Coordinator
Education

NSW Department Primary Industries
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

Technical Officer - Honey Bees

Bee Program Tocal College
NSW Department Primary Industries

 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421
T: 02 4939 8815

Education Officer Honey Bees

M: 0438 677 195
E: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

EDUCATION
Kelly Lees Bianca Giggins

Biosecurity & Food Safety
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

T: 009 299 415
E: mark.page@dpi.nsw.gov.au

 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

NSW Department Primary Industries
Biosecurity & Food Safety

T: 02 4939 8946 F: 02 4939 8950

BIOSECURITY
Mark Page

Bee Biosecurity Officer Surveillance
NSW Department Primary Industries

PMB Yanco NSW 2703
M: 0429 912 478

E: daryl.cooper@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Rod Bourke
Bee Biosecurity Officer

Plant Biosecurity Prevention & Preparedness

T: 02 6640 1618 F: 02 6644 7251

E:stephen.green@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Compliance Officer 
Regulartory Operation Unit-RS Apiaries

Compliance & Integrity Systems
NSW Department Primary Industries

Biosecurity & Food Safety
2198 Irrigation Way East 

Regulartory Officer
Biosecurity Compliance & RS Apiaries

Biosecurity NSW
Trenayr Rd Junction Hill NSW 2460

M: 0438 977 714

Daryl Cooper

BPASS
Nick Geoghegan

Program Coordinator/Apiary Sites/Intensive Livestock
NSW Department Primary Industries
Locked Bag 21 Orange NSW 2800

Niki McHugh

NSW Department Primary Industries

T: +61 2 6391 3669 M: 0407 849 516
E: nick.geoghegan@dpi.nsw.gov.au

COMPLIANCE
Stephen Green

E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Alex Russell
Director Intensive Livestock
Livestock Systems Branch

PO Box 900 Dubbo NSW 2830
NSW Department of Primary Industries Agriculture

T: +61 2 6881 1212 M: 0417 492 614

T: +61 2 4939 8957 M: 0437 731 273
E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

Madlen Kratz
Honey Bee Industry Development Officer

NSW Department Primary Industries
 815 Tocal Road Patterson NSW 2421

T: +61 427 348 521

INTENSIVE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRIES

Elizabeth Frost
Technical Specialist, Bees

NSW Department Primary Industries

E: alex.russell@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Blue Zone freedom paper 
The NSW Varroa eradication program has now been 
operating for 215 days. Restrictions on beekeepers’ 
operations and movements are still in place for NSW 
beekeepers. The continued cross border restrictions have 
been significantly impacting interstate beekeepers with 
both QLD and VIC hives still stranded in NSW. In order 
to get the stranded hives repatriated and provide the 
confidence to jurisdictions to facilitate some conditional 
cross border movement NSW DPI has produced the Blue 
Zone Freedom paper to support jurisdictions in their 
decision-making process. 

The Blue Zone Freedom Paper has been produced 
collaboratively with input from epidemiology teams 
from NSW, QLD and VIC. The paper discusses, in detail, 
the surveillance that has been completed in the NSW 
Blue Zone and the resulting level of confidence that the 
Blue Zone is free of Varroa mite. The calculations and 
statistics are based on the World Organisation for Animal 
Health (WOAH) guidelines - ISPM4 – Requirements for 
the establishment of pest free areas. 

The paper provides jurisdictions with clear transparent 
scientific based evidence that the Blue Zone of NSW 
is free of Varroa with 99.99% confidence. This level 
of confidence is based on all the DPI surveillance and 
also takes into account the beekeeper alcohol washes 
(assuming a level of non-compliance). 

The Blue Zone Freedom paper has been scrutinized by all 
26 parties in the CCEPP including experts from each state 
and territory governments. Endorsement of this paper 
demonstrates the level of confidence all the experts in this 
space have that the Varroa is contained to the Newcastle 
zones. 

What changes? 
Acceptance of this paper does not change anything for 
the NSW beekeepers. It does, however, give jurisdictions 
greater confidence when re-assessing border restrictions. 
Those discussions are separate to the paper and will need 
to be considered by each jurisdiction. 

To maintain the confidence in the Blue Zone freedom 
NSW must continue with the current level of surveillance 
and tracing capability. Agreement to the paper has been 
conditional on continued Blue Zone surveillance and hive 
movement recording. So, NSW beekeepers will still need 
to continue with 16-week alcohol washes and movement 
declarations for some time yet. 

Vote of Confidence 
Endorsement of this paper demonstrates to the broader 
beekeeping community that the eradication program is 
on track and is in the best possible position to achieve 
eradication. As always this is dependent on no new Blue 
Zone unexplained detections occurring and totally reliant 
on beekeepers complying with the rules. 

Beekeeper Compliance 
The whole system including the eradication, continued 
easing of restrictions and maintaining confidence is 
reliant on beekeepers being compliant. Each state has 
different requirements for their beekeepers, but it is 
critically important the we all play our part. Whilst we 
are on-track for eradication we can only achieve it if 
beekeepers remain vigilant and continue to work within 
the rules. 

Cross-Border movements 
AHBIC has been lobbying VIC, QLD and SA to allow 
controlled and harmonised cross-border movements to 
allow business continuity. The Victorian government has 
been the first to allow some movements. This easing of 
the restrictions is not allowing free-for-all movements, 
but strict conditional movement permits that require 
permitted beekeepers to adhere to surveillance and 
movement recording requirements. 

This conditional easing of movement restrictions will not 
compromise the eradication efforts but will allow hives to 
be repatriated. It will also allow beekeepers that rely on 
cross-border movement to gain some business continuity. 
This is a big moment for the response with a national 
vote of confidence in the eradication program giving 
jurisdictions the confidence to facilitate easing of 
restrictions whilst not compromising eradication
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FOR BEEKEEPERS
THE BETTER WAY

Comprehensive range of quality Beekeeping Equipment

Extractors
2-Frame to 100-Frame

Tangential, Radial, Horizontal

Uncappers
Manual & Automatic

Wax Honey Screw Presses
50kg, 200kg/hour Honey Creamers & Homogenisers

70kg, 140kg

Kaptarlift Hive Trolleys
Manual & Electric

Keep your back young

DRS Uncappers
Quick and easy uncapping without
the need for power of heat source,

with or without tub

AUSTRALIAN AGENTS FOR Königin TÜV Rheinland Certified Equipment

10-Frame Full Depth
Ultimate production hive

Supers Full Depth or Manley

7-Frame Full Depth
Easy lifting lighter

weight supers

Queen Breeding Hive
The ultimate four compartment
insulated Queen Breeding Hive

visit website for comprehensive details

Queen Breeding Kit,
Royal Jelly Production

Complete high output kit – cells,
frames, queen cages, royal jelly

collection capsules, production timetable

APIMAYE THERMO HIVES

7-Frame Nuc
Incudes pest tray, division board,

front and rear entrances

BEEWISE - Showroom-Warehouse
      5 Zeta Crescent, O'Connor WA 6163
      1800 BEEWISE (Free Call)   |   1800 233 947 (Free Call)
      bees@beewise.com.au           www.beewise.com.au

Everything in one package including brood division board, top feeders & bottom tray
(traps varroa mite & SHB when used with sticky board or canola oil)

10-Frame base for wood hives
Vented base, entrance closure, pollen trap &
bottom tray (traps varroa mite & SHB when used
with sticky board or canola oil)
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Accommodation discount available for conference 
attendees at Mercure Penrith if booked by 21 April 2023 

Book direct and use code “Block code 183704” Dinner entertainment by 
Comedian Ventriloquist,  

Darren Carr  

Partnership and Trade Exhibition Packages available  
Contact Trade Exhibition Co-Ordinator, Therese Kershaw 

tradeshow@nswaa.com.au or 0428 857 634 

NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc 
2023 AGM, Conference & Trade Exhibition 
18 - 19 May 2023 
Penrith Panthers Rugby Leagues Club, Penrith NSW 

The Future of Honey Bees
Drought – Bushfires – Pandemic – Floods – Pests – Varroa

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Association hereby gives notice that its Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday, 18 & Friday, 19 May 

2023 at Penrith Panthers Rugby League Club, 123 Mulgoa Road, Penrith to conduct the following business: 
Opening & Welcome 

Apologies 
Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2022 Annual General Meeting 

Matters Arising from the Minutes 
President’s Report 

Receiving and considering the financial statements for the financial year ended 28 February 2023 
Branch Reports 

Declaration of Executive members Election Results 
General Business 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE featuring presentations by Dave Mendes, Dr Cooper Schouten, NSW DPI, 
The Almond Board of Australia, Berries Australia and many more 

TRADE EXHIBITION with Beewise Australia, Steritech, Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies, Hornsby Beekeeping 
Supplies and Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies to name a few 

 
 

 

Proudly partnered with 

Platinum Partner Silver Partner

Trade Exhibition  
Evening Partner Tea Break Partner Keynote Guest Speaker Partner 

 

 

Conference registration details will be emailed soon 
Keep an eye on our website www.nswaa.com.au for updates! 
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LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
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NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.
ABN:  89 417 216 326 

Membership Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 

Postal Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Email ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………. 

Contact (Mobile): …………….………………………………………………… (Home)…………………………………………………….. 

Branch …………………………………………………………………………. Membership Number # …………………………………. 

The Association's membership year ends on 28 February 2023 and your membership subscription is due for 
renewal. Please complete this membership form and return it along with your payment to ensure your 

membership remains current. 

Complete the section below and return it to info@nswaa.com.au or PO Box 3055, West Tamworth NSW 2340 

Would you prefer a Digital (via email) ☐☐ or Printed Copy (via post) ☐☐ of your Honey Bee News – Please tick one only. 

NUMBER OF HIVES: [must be completed]________  

MEMBERSHIP RATES 2023-2024 
CATEGORY VOTES RATES (inc GST) 
0 - 10 hives 1 vote ........................................................... $100 
11 - 200 hives 2 votes ........................................................... $200 
201 - 400 hives 4 votes ......................................  ..................... $300 
401+ hives (maximum of $2000.00) Variable, max. 

14 votes 
Insert number of hives......................................x $1/hive = $......... 

Affiliated 1 vote Insert affiliated organisation & member no .................................. $65 
Student 1 vote Insert institution and student no .................................................. $65 
Retired ie. no longer having hives 1 vote ........................................................... $65 
Honeybee News Subscriber Only 0 vote ........................................................... $65 

I would like to make a donation to the NSW Apiarists' Association Resource Fund ...................... 

TOTAL $...................... 

PAYMENT METHODS: 
Website  www.nswaa.com.au  Please charge my Credit Card (Visa / MasterCard) as per details below $................... 

 cheque / money order    Direct Deposit: Direct Deposit:  NSWAA Westpac Bank BSB: 032 710 Account: 264867 
Ref: membership no.# & surname). If paying by direct deposit, please email or fax a copy of your remittance advice. 

_ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ _ _ / _ _     ______ 
Card Number Expiry Date   CVV 

Name on credit card Signature Date 

2023-2024 Membership Renewal 
Tax Invoice 

A Tax invoice will be forwarded on receipt of payment. 

Office Use only. 

Payment Type/Date: Receipted ☐ Master List ☐ HBN ☐ M/Card ☐
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OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION 

To provide a means whereby the apiarists of this state may be represented through a common organisation for the 
welfare of the Industry. 

To provide relevant information on the production of apiary products and services produced in NSW and to ensure an 
adequate return to the apiarist, for their labour and capital in the Industry. 

The Association is committed to increasing the demand for apiary products, disseminating information to Members, 
securing business concessions for members and protecting the natural resources valuable to bees. 

To co-operate with the relevant government agencies in instructional and experimental work connected with the 
Industry. 

To assist Members in their apicultural rights, secure effective legislation and administration in 
affairs affecting the Industry. 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

Membership of the Association provides beekeepers with a voice in industry affairs, either through the members' 
branch or through the Annual State Conference. 

The Association's publication, Australia’s Honeybee News, helps keep members abreast of political, technical and 
economic developments that affect their livelihood. It is published six times a year and is free to members. 

Most importantly, membership of the Association directly supports the state's only organisation of professional 
beekeepers ... the only organisation that can help you survive. 

The Association fights for better prices, better access to honey and pollen producing flora, better protection from 
agricultural chemicals and better research and development. 

Voting in ballots is proportional to operational size and ranges from 1 to 12 votes depending on the number of hives 
owned. 

 

BRANCH STRUCTURE 

Anybody of not less than ten members may apply to the Executive Council for registration as a branch of the 
Association. 

Branches run their own programs and conduct their own business. They also have the right to be represented at 
meetings of the Association's Executive Council. 

Most members of the Association are also members of their local branch. Presently there are branches in the Central 
Tablelands, Hunter Valley, North Coast, Northern Tablelands, Riverina, Southern Tablelands, Sydney Metropolitan, 
Tamworth and Western Plains. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
President State Secretary/Treasurer Contact Us 
Steve Fuller Candice Clifford NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc 
P: 0488 434 498  E: steve.fuller@nswaa.com.au   P: 0466 339 506 E: info@nswaa.com.au 
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Steve Fuller  P: 0466 339 506 
P: 0488 434 498  E: info@nswaa.com.au 
E: steve.fuller@nswaa.com.au  W: www.nswaa.com.au 

2023 
NOMINATION FORM - EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

 
NOMINEE (Person you are nominating) 
 
Name: ………………………………………………………….......…. Member No: ………….……………………………….…...………  
  (please insert nominee name)  (insert nominee member number) 
 
I hereby accept this nomination.   
 
Signed:  ……………………………………………………….  Date ……………………………………………. 
 (to be signed by nominee) 
 

NOMINATOR  
 
I ………………………………………………….………………...…….   Member No: ..............................................…………… 
 (please print your name) (insert your membership number)  

hereby nominate the person listed above as the Nominee for a position on the NSW Apiarists’ Association 
Inc. Executive Council. 
 
Signed:  ……………………………………………………….    Date …………………………………………….  
 

SECONDER 
 
Name: …………………………………………….…………...……. Member No: …....…………………………………….…………… 
  (please insert your name) (insert your membership number) 
 
hereby second the nomination of the person listed above as the Nominee for a position on the NSW 
Apiarists’ Association Inc. Executive Council. 
 
Signed:  ……………………………………………………….  Date ……………………………………………. 
 
• No Member of the Association shall be eligible for election to the Executive Council unless they reside in NSW or 

the ACT and has been a Financial Member for at least two successive years immediately prior to the date of the 
holding of the Annual Conference at which Nominations for election are received 

 
• Each member shall be elected for a 2-year term and must retire from office at the Annual Conference held at the 

end of such 2-year term, but if eligible, may seek reappointment. 
 

Return: 
By Post to:  Secretary/Treasurer, NSW Apiarists’ Association, PO Box 3055, West Tamworth NSW  2340 

Or Email to:  info@nswaa.com.au  
 

This form must be received by NSWAA no later than 5pm, 27 April 2023 
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Fact sheetFact sheet
Chalkbrood disease
What is chalkbrood disease?

Chalkbrood disease is caused by the fungus 
Ascosphaera apis. The fungus produces spores 
which are swallowed by honey bee larvae when 
they are fed by nurse bees. The spores germinate 
in the honey bee’s gut and ultimately cause the 
larvae to die of starvation. Chalkbrood is present 
throughout Australia and its incidence is generally 
higher when the colony is under stress due to cool 
wet weather or poor nutrition. It is more common 
in the spring when the brood nest is rapidly 
expanding and a smaller adult workforce cannot 
maintain brood nest temperature.

What should beekeepers look for?

Infected hives show a scattered brood pattern 
with perforated cappings. Larvae infected with 
chalkbrood disease usually die after capping and 
the fungus grows to fill the cell. The larval body 
dehydrates creating diagnostic ‘mummies’ – hard, 
shrunken and chalklike. The fungal mycelium 
infiltrates the larval tissue and fruiting gives the 
mummies a white-grey colour. 

The cappings of cells containing dead larvae 
may be chewed away by the honey bees and the 
mummies removed to the hive entrance, dropped to 
the bottom board, or on the ground outside the hive. 

What can it be confused with?

Chalkbrood disease symptoms of scattered brood 
with perforated cappings could be confused 
with either American foulbrood (AFB), European 
foulbrood (EFB) or sacbrood virus. However, the 
presence of mummies in the cells, the hive entrance 
and bottom boards, together with no ropy thread 
when conducting the ropiness test, would suggest 
chalkbrood disease is the cause. 

Comb infected with chalkbrood disease showing a scattered 
brood pattern with mummies in cells 
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The chalkbrood fungus starting to envelop a developing pupa

Dead larvae in cells that have turned white due to fungal growth
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Disclaimer: The material in this publication is for general information only and no person should act, or fail to act on the basis of this material  
without first obtaining professional advice. Plant Health Australia and all persons acting for Plant Health Australia expressly disclaim liability with 
respect to anything done in reliance on this publication.

www.planthealthaustralia.com.au
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Mummies on the hive floor

Mummies are moved from the infected cells or hive floor by 
nurse bees to the hive entrance

How does it spread?

Chalkbrood disease can be easily spread between 
hives through the drifting behaviour of drones and 
worker bees, as well as the robbing behaviour of 
worker bees. Once inside a hive, fungal spores are 
quickly spread throughout the hive from mummies. 
It can also be transferred between apiaries on 
contaminated equipment, pollen and in water. The 
chalkbrood spores may remain viable for 15 years.

Where is it now?

Chalkbrood disease is present throughout Australia; 
however, it has not been reported or confirmed in  
the NT. 

How can beekeepers protect their hives 
from chalkbrood disease?

Beekeepers should replace diseased combs which 
can act as a reservoir for chalkbrood disease spores, 
as well as cleaning away mummified larvae from 
the bottom boards and around the entrance of the 
hive. These activities will remove the main source 
of infection within a hive, and assist in preventing 
reinfection of the disease. Hives should also be 
placed in a well-ventilated, dry area with the sun 
facing the entrance of the hive to reduce conditions 
that favour the disease. 

Honey bee stocks differ in susceptibility to chalkbrood 
disease, so beekeepers should replace the infected 
colony’s queen bee with one supplied by a reputable 
breeder. This variation in susceptibility is mainly due 
to differences in the hygienic ability of the honey bees 
to uncap and remove diseased brood. By selecting 
queen bees or obtaining honey bees from hives that 
show this trait, the effects of chalkbrood disease can 
be reduced.

For more information about chalkbrood,  
go to www.beeaware.org.au/chalkbrood. 
The BeeAware website contains extensive 
information on chalkbrood, including:

• Life cycle
• Appearance
• Similar pests
• Spread and distribution
• Management options
• Additional fact sheets

They know me.  
They know my farm.  

That’s why I’m  
insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your 
business and how it operates. Because when we get to  
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from 
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).



Disclaimer: The material in this publication is for general information only and no person should act, or fail to act on the basis of this material  
without first obtaining professional advice. Plant Health Australia and all persons acting for Plant Health Australia expressly disclaim liability with 
respect to anything done in reliance on this publication.

www.planthealthaustralia.com.au
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nurse bees to the hive entrance
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Chalkbrood disease can be easily spread between 
hives through the drifting behaviour of drones and 
worker bees, as well as the robbing behaviour of 
worker bees. Once inside a hive, fungal spores are 
quickly spread throughout the hive from mummies. 
It can also be transferred between apiaries on 
contaminated equipment, pollen and in water. The 
chalkbrood spores may remain viable for 15 years.

Where is it now?

Chalkbrood disease is present throughout Australia; 
however, it has not been reported or confirmed in  
the NT. 

How can beekeepers protect their hives 
from chalkbrood disease?

Beekeepers should replace diseased combs which 
can act as a reservoir for chalkbrood disease spores, 
as well as cleaning away mummified larvae from 
the bottom boards and around the entrance of the 
hive. These activities will remove the main source 
of infection within a hive, and assist in preventing 
reinfection of the disease. Hives should also be 
placed in a well-ventilated, dry area with the sun 
facing the entrance of the hive to reduce conditions 
that favour the disease. 

Honey bee stocks differ in susceptibility to chalkbrood 
disease, so beekeepers should replace the infected 
colony’s queen bee with one supplied by a reputable 
breeder. This variation in susceptibility is mainly due 
to differences in the hygienic ability of the honey bees 
to uncap and remove diseased brood. By selecting 
queen bees or obtaining honey bees from hives that 
show this trait, the effects of chalkbrood disease can 
be reduced.

For more information about chalkbrood,  
go to www.beeaware.org.au/chalkbrood. 
The BeeAware website contains extensive 
information on chalkbrood, including:

• Life cycle
• Appearance
• Similar pests
• Spread and distribution
• Management options
• Additional fact sheets

Plant Profile
Plant Profile: Grey ironbark (Eucalyptus paniculata)
The following plant profile is from Honey & Pollen Flora of South-Eastern Australia by Dr. Doug Somerville. 
This book focuses on the value of plants to nectar and pollen-eating animals, honey bees in particular. The 
result of over 30 years of research, it brings together scientific knowledge and the experience of hundreds of 
beekeepers into a valuable reference work. The book can be purchased from Tocal College here: www.tocal.
nsw.edu.au/publications/bees 

Honey and pollen flora feedback form: 
NSW Department of Primary Industries values your experience working plants for honey and pollen. We 
would love to hear your feedback on the plant profiles republished in the Honey Bee News. Any help you can 
provide will be considered in the next update of Dr. Doug Somerville’s Honey & Pollen Flora of South-Eastern 
Australia. Please submit your feedback here: https://forms.office.com/r/BmT1kFkF0B 

They know me.  
They know my farm.  

That’s why I’m  
insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your 
business and how it operates. Because when we get to  
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from 
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).
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416 Honey and pollen flora of South-Eastern Australia

Grey ironbark
Eucalyptus paniculata

One of the most important trees on the NSW coast for 
honey bees. The yield of nectar is regular and reliable, 
producing a highly desirable high-quality honey. The 
pollen intake before and during the grey ironbark 
flowering should be closely monitored and steps to 
provide supplementary protein could be considered if 
a shortage is apparent.

Being an ironbark, it is favoured as firewood. It is also 
considered a desirable construction timber and a 
sought-after forest tree for harvesting. Unfortunately, 
young regrowth trees are not considered as reliable in 
frequency and duration of flowering. Their regeneration 
is not, in some cases, as quick as other eucalypt species 
in the same forests.

There is some concern by beekeepers that this tree is 
being suppressed in its numbers over several timber 
harvest periods due to its slower growth and recovery 
compared to other eucalypt species.

Habit: A medium to tall forest tree growing to 40 m in 
height.

Occurrence: Concentrated along the east coast of 
NSW from Coffs Harbour in the north to Bermagui in 
the south.

About two-thirds of the area in which this tree grows is 
on public lands and about one-third on private property.

Bark: The bark is a typical deeply furrowed ironbark. 
The rough bark extends to the smaller branches and is 
grey in colour, which is its distinguishing feature in the 
presence of other ironbark species.

Leaves: The leaves are lanceolate, 9.5–15 cm x 1.2–2.4 cm 
and stalked. They are dark green on the upper surface 
and slightly paler beneath.

Buds: Buds are initiated in autumn and carried for 
6–9 months.

Flowers: Flowering may start in winter and extend 
through summer and into autumn. The heaviest 
flowering occurs from October until January. Flowering 
frequency is usually every 2–3 years, although droughts 
can extend this period.

Flowering period
Months J F M A M J J A S O N D
Response Level

RATING 
ßßßßß

Brisbane

Sydney

Melbourne

Adelaide

Hobart

SOUTH-EASTERN
AUSTRALIA
DISTRIBUTION

Honey and Pollen Flora of SE Australia.indd   416 13/09/2019   1:16 pm
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417Honey and pollen flora of South-Eastern Australia

Fruit: Fruits are hemispherical or pear-shaped, 6–10 mm 
x 5–9 mm, and on short stalks. The disc is narrow or 
of medium width. Valves are flat or depressed and 
generally enclosed, usually 5.

Honey: Honey crops of 60–80 kg per hive are not 
uncommon, with 54 kg per hive reported as the mean 
honey yield per hive in the late 1990s. One report in the 
1940s suggested that 200 lb (90 kg) of honey per colony 
was able to be extracted from grey ironbark. The honey 
is light in colour with good density and excellent flavour.

Pollen: Of little to no value as a source of pollen. 

Honey and Pollen Flora of SE Australia.indd   417 13/09/2019   1:16 pm



 NSWAA 

TRADE EXHIBITION 
When 

18– 19 MAY 2023 

Where 

Penrith Panthers 
123 Mulgoa Road Penrith  NSW 

Partnership        
Opportunity to secure your booth in a 

priority location    
Conditions apply 

Trade Exhibition entry  included with  
conference  registration 

………………………………. 

Trade Exhibition Evening 18th May 2023 

“ Dare To Bee Different”  

Further information 

Contact  Therese Kershaw    Email tradeshow@nswaa.com.au 

www.nswaa.com.au 

Australia’s Honeybee News January - February 2023 24 



 NSWAA 

TRADE EXHIBITION 
When 

18– 19 MAY 2023 

Where 

Penrith Panthers 
123 Mulgoa Road Penrith  NSW 

Partnership        
Opportunity to secure your booth in a 

priority location    
Conditions apply 

Trade Exhibition entry  included with  
conference  registration 

………………………………. 

Trade Exhibition Evening 18th May 2023 

“ Dare To Bee Different”  

Further information 

Contact  Therese Kershaw    Email tradeshow@nswaa.com.au 

www.nswaa.com.au 

NSWAA  PARTNERS 2023 
Platinum Partner 

Beewise Australia 

Silver Partner 

 Steritech Pty Ltd 

Trade Exhibition Evening Partner 

Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies 

 Tea Break Partner 

Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies 

Conference Keynote Guest Speaker Partner

Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies 

Industry Partners 

AgriFutures Australia  

WFI    

New South Wales Apiarists’ Association 

appreciates your support  
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As one of Australia’s largest
packers of pure Australian honey,

Superbee Honey Factory is
LOOKING FOR SUPPLIERS

to support our increasing demand
for Australian Honey

CONTACT US TO REQUEST A QUOTE OR 
BOOK A DELIVERY
PH: 02 6851 1155 

BEN SMITH EMAIL: ben@superbee.com.au

PAYMENT IN 14 DAYS OR LESS

Bee Wonderful PTY LTD
ABN. 37 113 160 571

Cnr Newell Hwy &
Landrace Rd

FORBES NSW 2871
PH: 02 6851 1155

www.superbee.com.au



NSWAA BEE HIVE 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

 

An opportunity for NSWAA members and business associates to support 
each other through the Bee Hive Incentive Program. 

 

NUPLAS APIARIST SUPPLIES 
A 5% discount is being offered by Nuplas Apiarist Supplies when placing 

online purchases. This offer is exclusive to NSWAA financial members and is  
available from 1st March 2022 to 28th February 2023. 

To redeem this offer, members are required to contact Nuplas Apiarist     
Supplies directly and provide them with their NSWAA membership number. 

Each member will be issued a unique VIP code provided by  

Nuplas Apiarist Supplies.   

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any  other discounts offered by 
Nuplas Apiarist Supplies  

 

CASTLE INMAN PTY LIMITED 
A 10% discount is being offered by Castle Inman Pty Limited when placing 

online  purchases.  

This offer is exclusive to NSWAA financial members and is  available  from   
1st March 2022 to 28th February 2023. 

To redeem this offer, members are required to contact Castle Inman Pty   
Limited directly and provide them with their NSWAA membership number. 

Each member will be issued a unique VIP code provided by  

Castle Inman Pty Limited.   

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any  other discounts offered by                                                                              
Castle Inman Pty Limited  

 

To become a supportive business of this program                        

 Contact info@nswaa.com.au 
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Hello 

My name is Robyn Hawkins and I am the part owner 
of Cunial Beekeeping Pty Ltd with my husband Steven 
Cunial. Our homebase is in Griffith, NSW. We are first 
generation beekeepers.

I often say that we had the “mid life crisis without 
the crisis”. Steve became a fulltime beekeeper after a 
successful career in Plumbing and Project Management. 

I joined him full time several years later after a career in 
Quality and Operations Management for a large Poultry 
Organisation here in the Riverina. 

For most of the time there has just been the 2 of us with 
our son Charlie and his mates helping out on a casual 
basis when we needed them. Now days Charlie is a 
beekeeper, truck driver, extraction plant operator and 
everything else. The second generation? Maybe. A family 
business.

It has been quite the journey to turn Steve’s passion for 
bees into a thriving, successful business. It became my 
passion along the way. My contributions to the business 
have been many and varied and include hive inspections, 
requeening, swarm collection, working in the shed 
extracting honey and making the contents of the esky as 
interesting as possible!

Initially we did both pollination and honey production. 

No job was too small and many nights were spent 
delivering small hive numbers to even smaller pollination 
plots in the original “putt putt” truck with no demister, 
the windows down, no radio and an original Mantis 
loader – it got us started. Outdoors, flexible hours, 
lots of them, working for ourselves – a big change in 
lifestyle and I love it!  Now days - 3 trucks, a trailer, a 
pallet loader and another shed because when is the shed 
big enough - it is Almond Pollination and then honey 
production wherever it may take us. We don’t pack our 
own honey (we sell a small quantity locally) as it is not 
our core business. Neither is Queen Breeding. We are 
proud Capilano/Hive and Wellness suppliers.

Beekeeping each year is never the same. I enjoy, when 
we are moving, sleeping in the swag looking up at a 
clear cloudless night sky or listening to the frogs calling, 
watching the sun either rising or setting with the vivid 
colours on show is just magnificent. Wildlife abounds 
around the sites - deer, pigs, goannas in the water supply, 
kangaroo, goats, emus. I have learnt to appreciate the” 
land of droughts and flooding rain”. Meeting people from 
both the Bee Industry and landholders has been one of 
the major highlights of this journey – driving up a lane, 
knocking on a door, followed by a discussion on trees has 
made some wonderful friendships.

I don’t like being bogged ever!

The challenges have been learning experiences – going to 
a group of hives killed out by pesticide spraying is heart 
breaking, groups washed away by flash flooding and 
burning the remains, bushfires – what a scary experience 
that was getting bees out - what to do next and when 
seems to always be under discussion. The best lesson 
learnt is that just because it worked last year doesn’t 
mean it will work this year. Being flexible. Trying new 
ways of doing things has become the normal.

Pest and Diseases, land access and labour will continue to 
be challenges of the future.

My favourite honey is Christmas Mallee. A backpack 
blower the best piece of beekeeping equipment purchased 
ever closely followed by a pallet loader and going to 
pallets. I enjoy craft workshops but never seem to make 
the time to do the “craft” – maybe when I retire. 

Facts About a Beekeeper

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN CAGES
- Money & Time Saver

- Improves Queen acceptance
- Quick & easy to place in hive

Banking Bars  - Queen Cell Cups
Easy Fit Cell Protectors
Queen Candy

 SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’   Phone: 02 6887 2202   
 MINORE ROAD, MS6   Email: sales@beekeepers.com.au
 DUBBO   NSW   2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS
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Honey Samples – Only 25 honey samples have been 
received by Jamie Ayton at NSW DPI Wagga Wagga 
for this project.  Beekeepers are reminded that for parts 
of this project to be successful many honey samples are 
required – this includes mixed honey as well as pure lines 
(or close) of honey.

It is hoped that the Project can find some high active 
honeys in our eucalypt or other plant species other than 
leptospernums to increase the value of honey.

Project Updates

Profiling NSW honey chemical composition
25 samples received, and all analysis and QC done on 
these samples. Next challenge is collecting further 
samples.

A good range of results across the board, plenty to derive 
correlations with bioactivity from.

MGO testing isn’t part of the suite of tests, it would be 
expensive to set up a methodology at NSW DPI at Wagga 
Wagga.  This is being investigated.

Audit of government-owned lands
Crown lands tenure - appointed a GIS team member and 
identified and described criteria for identifying suitable 
lands. An initial map is incoming.

Legal team sent permit issuing brief to Crown solicitors 
– expressed concerns about how the permits might be 
administered.

Snowy Hydro workshops completed, managed lands are 
very limited due to restrictions around public access. 
Some apiarists are already using Snowy Hydro land.

Water NSW discussions still underway, changing their 
current lease agreements

Establishing pollinator-friendly plants
Wheen Bee Foundation tasks tracking well, guides are up 
on the website.

Already published 6 of 10 guides, more currently with 
graphic designer for later publication.  One guide is still 
with the researchers. Guides were very well received at 
the Landcare conference

Newsletter coming out for the SE corner of NSW.

Workshops impossible due to COVID, webinars being 
run in their place at various conferences.

Postcode geofencing work underway for social media 
integration.

5Bees (bringing technology to beekeepers) five 
participants funded by BIRP money, currently awaiting 
feedback from participants and deliverers.
 

Bee-friendly farming – 3,000 hectares of NSW land is 
currently certified bee friendly.

Upskilling beekeepers
A large number of NSW DPI (including TOCAL) staff 
have been pulled into the Varroa response network, 
stalling progress.

TOCAL have requested a variation to push back end date 
for training to June 2023.

Some training sessions have been run and have been very 
well-received – 43 beekeepers trained in Orange.

Current restrictions in NSW (due to varroa detection) 
have created issues transporting AI equipment.

Online training is underway, a fully supported learning 
network which can then be supported with practical face-
to-face hours.

Currently re-evaluating how to increase engagement of 
beekeepers.

Honey as a health food
Antimicrobial and antioxidant testing performed for 
honey samples.

Kat has performed phenol equivalence assays on 
received honeys, which showed approx half have some 
antimicrobial activity. No non-peroxide activity was 
observed.

Pending total antioxidant assay kits arriving in mail.

Total phenolic compound assays performed on honeys 
at 10% dilution, some showed high concentrations of 
phenolic acids. Most fall within the expected range.

Animal ethics application (mice) awaiting final approval.

Bacterial strains for colony count work have been 
received, including common probiotics, potential 
pathogens and gut commensal bacteria. Some strains 
struggling to grow due to strict anaerobicity.

Forest and bee health for medicinal honey
Honours students recently completed their thesis.

Bridie examined the relationship between hive stress, 
honey bioactivity and bee microbiome using resources 
from the Tocal college training hives.

Honey’s total activity (peroxide-based) was similar 
between healthy and stressed hives for Gram positive 
bacteria, while non-peroxide activity differed greatly, 
with healthy hives producing more active honey than 
stressed hives. There was a significant difference between 
total phenolics and antioxidant activity in healthy and 
stressed hives.

Bridie also looked at the microbiomes of three sections 
of the bee gut, where alpha diversity was variable in the 
crop, but more consistent in the distal gut sections
Hive stress did not seem to affect compositions of the 
microbiome in forager bees. 

Daniel worked on developing a proof-of-concept 
bioassay for on-site honey testing.

Many honeys from the diverse flora in NSW are untested, 
could be missing many samples that are high-value due 
to antimicrobial activity. THIS IS DUE TO LACK OF 
HONEY SAMPLES SUBMITTED BY BEEKEEPERS.

Stephen Targett
Dec 2022

Bushfire Industry Recovery Package (BIRP) Update
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HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
Col & Linda Wilson   PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI  NSW  2327   Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FRAMES
Premium Quality

For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES 

WEATHERTEX 
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AFB
TEST KITS
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Results in just 3 minutes 
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                   Vita beehealth  
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FOUNDATION
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Email: honeybee100@skymesh.com.au
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Technical Specialist, Honey Bees Report

Elizabeth Frost

Technical Specialist, Honey Bees 
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

What is a parasite? 
Varroa is the parasitic mite on everyone’s minds, but what is a parasite? A parasite lives on or in a host organism. It gets 
its food from the host body directly or at the expense of its host, and a honey bee hive is the hostess with the mostest. 
Varroa mites are parasites of honey bees, living in the hive and obtaining food mainly from the fat body of developing 
brood and secondarily from adult bees. Varroa belongs in the ectoparasite class of parasites, meaning it lives on the 
outside of the host’s body, like fleas and ticks. 

In its native range, Varroa lives in balance with the honey bee species Apis cerana. Because Apis cerana and Varroa 
evolved together, they co-exist and Varroa does not kill cerana hives. Unfortunately for us Apis mellifera beekeepers, 
the parasite jumped from cerana to mellifera and quickly showed that Apis mellifera was both an incredibly suitable 
and vulnerable new host species for Varroa. There have been Varroa introductions to honey bee populations now in all 
continents, save Antarctica, making it a globally invasive parasite, causing economic and environmental damage in most 
native ranges of honey bees.

The best strategy for a parasite is to weaken its host slowly, feeding, reproducing and finding new hosts all the while. This 
strategy allows the host to survive for a time without beekeeper intervention. What this ‘life with parasites’ looks like 
depends on the severity of the parasite’s effect on the host, whether it transmits pathogens while feeding on the host, and 
whether the beekeeper proactively manages and treats to prevent Varroa levels from getting high enough to kill the hive. 
If a parasite kills a host quickly, it has less time to reproduce and fewer chances of spreading to a new host to continue its 
life cycle. 

If you’re a Varroa mite in a mellifera world however, you’re one of the most invasive parasites going, with many ways 
of travelling between host hives which are aided by beekeepers and honey bee behaviour. The most common Varroa 
transmission routes between hives are strong hives robbing out weakened or dying hives with high Varroa populations, 
drifting workers with Varroa hitchhikers from hives with high mite numbers, and transfer of infested brood frames, bees 
or support nucleus hives between hives and apiaries. 

Figure 1. Ways Varroa can move between honey bee colonies. Solid arrows are proven movement pathways. Dashed arrows are suspected, but 
understudied Varroa movement pathways. Credit: Reams, T. and Rangel, J. (2022).
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Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

                     Suits medium to large trucks
· Manufactured in Australia
· Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling
· Boom brake system – ease of under-supering and requeening
· Split boom for load positioning 
· 6 Different models – remote control option
· Lifting capacity up to 500kg
· Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space
· Fully self contained and low maintenance
· One man operation with controls at the load
· Special range of attachments 

All enquiries please contact Mark 
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M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
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This summer I started reading The Art of the Bee: Shaping the 
Environment from Landscapes to Societies by Robert E. Page, Jr. 
The name may ring a bell as Page is the co-author with Harry H. 
Laidlaw,Jr. of  Queen Rearing and Bee Breeding and spent his prolific
research career mainly studying honey bee genetics with a focus on the 
pollen hoarding trait and inbred line selection for low and high 
expression of the trait. Page, like a bee is a generalist and covers many 
bee topics in this beautifully written book, from foraging behaviour and 
the unknowns of nutritional needs of the hive to the US Varroa 
incursion. 

Page reminds us of the natural order, that “wild” and feral hives in trees, 
old buildings or other cavities are spread out, not grouped together in 
large numbers in a single commercial apiary or every other backyard 
in a suburb. In abnormally high groupings of hives, when a hive is 
weakened small hive beetle (SHB) pests find it for example, reproduce 
and quickly move onto the next weak, poorly managed or poorly 
protected hive against SHB, lacking prevention measures such as 
Chux cloth and SHB insecticide harbourages or traps. Or, in the case 
of American foulbrood (AFB), if an infected hive gets weak enough, 
nearby bee hives will come to call, robbing stores and carrying 
spores of AFB back to their strong hive, starting a new 
infection by unknowingly feeding AFB spores to developing 
larvae.

Unfortunately, with the huge proliferation of beekeepers in Australia we’ve got an unnatural situation, a high density 
of honey bee hives in many urban areas east of the Dividing Range along the eastern seaboard. The Varroa Emergency 
Response Eradication Zone contains a perfect example of beekeeping on steroids, with an unnaturally high density of 
managed hives in the greater Newcastle area as one example. 

Beekeeping is also trendy in the US where I’m from, but because Varroa is never going away there, hive numbers in 
urban areas are typically lower compared to Australia. This is in part a result of many beekeepers allowing their mite 
levels to pass the threshold at which point their hives dwindle and die. After experiencing hives die from Varroa due to 
the beekeeper’s ignorance or negligence, some give up the hobby altogether or scale back their numbers, ideally until they 
figure out how to suppress Varroa to manageable levels. Nearby managed and feral colonies are a constant source of re-
infestation outside of the beekeeper’s control, requiring proactive testing of mite levels in one’s own hives.

When Varroa came to the US, Page notes, “Surveys of feral honey bee colonies in California demonstrated the devastating 
effects of Varroa on colonies. It was discovered in California in 1989. A 1990 survey of 208 wild, cavity-nesting colonies 
distributed broadly throughout California did not detect any colonies with Varroa. A second survey in 1993 showed that 
the feral population had been decimated, especially in areas that had significant commercial beekeeping nearby, reducing 
the population of feral colonies to 13% of its original size. The empty nest sites contained the smoking gun of destruction, 
Varroa skeletons. Prior to the arrival of Varroa, the life expectancy of a feral nest (continual occupancy) was 3.5 years; 
after its arrival, it was between 6 months and 1 year.” 

Figure 3. Four Varroa mites, lower two upside down showing underside and legs, with matchstick head for scale. Credit: Wikimedia Commons. 

Figure 2. Robert E. Page, Jr. The Art of the Bee: Shaping the 
Environment from Landscapes to Societies.
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Take heed to the California feral hive life expectancy of 6 months to 1 year with Varroa, without management. Like 
Australia, California has a long beekeeping season, with brood year-round in most places, providing no break in the bee 
brood cycle or Varroa reproduction cycle. Because of this, mite levels must be monitored and actively suppressed if they 
reach up to 1 mite per 100 bees found in an alcohol wash. That is, if the US beekeeper wants to make a living from their 
hives, starting with California almond pollination and honey production or other pollination contracts afterward. 

I’d encourage every beekeeper in Australia to seek out science-based and industry-backed resources to study such as the 
US ‘Honey Bee Health Coalition Guide to Effective Varroa Sampling and Control’ honeybeehealthcoalition.org. Keep 
monitoring for Varroa in your hives and scenario plan for how you would manage Varroa if it established in Australia. I’ll 
be speaking about Varroa biology and integrated pest management at the NSWAA Northern Tablelands Branch meeting, 
NSWAA Executive meeting and NSWAA Conference at Glen Innes, Dubbo and Penrith coming up. Hope to see you at 
one of them. Until then, get studying the invasive parasite Varroa destructor by correspondence!
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Bee-Creative 2023 

Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life  

– Pablo Picasso 

Introduction 

Welcome to the 2023 NSWAA Bee-Creative Exhibition.  

A creative outlet can help deal with anxiety and stress and is a lot of fun. Bee-Creative is designed to 
showcase the artistic benefits for those not just in the beekeeping industry but also any bee themed art 
and craft.  Everyone is welcome to share their interests. 

Certificates will be awarded for most popular display as voted by delegates and trade exhibitors. 
Voting to commence Thursday morning, finishing Friday morning of the conference day.  

Winners will be announced after lunch on Friday 19th May 2023. 

General Conditions 

• Submission for entries must be received by Sunday 30th April 2023. 
• Entries must be delivered to the Conference located at Penrith Panthers Rugby League Club 

on Wednesday 17th May 2023 from 3-00 pm to 5-00 pm or by appointment. 
• Commercially obtained items are not allowed. Completed items are to be hand made 
• There is no limit on the number of entries from one person 
• Items to be clearly marked and labelled on back 
• All Exhibits must be suitably presented in a clean and neat manner. 
• Craft exhibits are to be no longer/heavier than one person is able to carry. 
• Framed exhibits must be presented ready to hang. 
• Quilts must be able to be displayed. 
• Exhibits to be displayed at the discretion of the organisers. 
• Exhibits are not to be removed during the Show. 
• All exhibits shall remain the property of the exhibitor.  
• Permission is assumed to reproduce any exhibit for publicity purposes.  
• Every care will be taken with exhibits but no responsibility will be accepted. 
• Exhibits to be collected on Friday 19th May 2023 during the lunch period. 
• All craft types are encouraged 
• If submitting a junior category please indicate age 
• Bee Creative.  

 

For further information please contact Janine Rudder 0428 431502 or jbrbees@gmail.com  
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Bee-Creative Entry Form 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

If Junior/Age: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________ Contact Phone:_______________________ 

Brief description and size of item: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Story about item (no more than 200 words) Note this may be printed and displayed with item 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I agree that I have read and understood the above conditions 

Signature: _________________________________________  Dated: _______________ 

Please submit entries to jbrbees@gmail.com. All entries will be notified of acceptance  
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Beekeeping during bushfire periods 
Use of Smokers in NSW 
Beekeepers should use extreme caution when using a smoker at all times.  In times of a 
Total Fire Ban you should avoid the use of smokers except in emergency situations. Bee 
smokers are exempt from a Total Fire Ban only if they are used under very strict conditions 
including only lighting the smoker in a safe location. These are outlined in the NSW Rural 
Fire Service schedule of exemptions (See extract below from November 2019): 
Bee hive smokers 
Fire lit, maintained or used in connection with the management of bees and bee hives, 
provided that: 

• the fire is lit, maintained and used in a bee hive smoker that is commercially 
available, made of metal and designed to prevent the escape of fire, and 

• the fuel for the bee hive smoker is lit inside a building or vehicle by a responsible 
adult person and the smoker is sealed prior to leaving the building or vehicle and 
being taken to the hives, and 

• fire is not permitted to escape from the bee hive smoker, and 
• the bee hive smoker is under the supervision of a responsible adult person at all 

times while it is alight, and 
• the fuel for the bee hive smoker is totally extinguished inside a building or vehicle by 

the responsible adult person at the completion of use of the smoker. 

In addition to these mandatory precautions, having water or a fire extinguisher close to 
hand is critical in case sparks escape from the smoker. Further advice on the safe use of 
smokers is available on the Professional Beekeepers community of practice website. 

Visiting National Parks or State Forests 
If you have a permit or license to keep bees on an apiary site in a National Parks NSW 
(NPWS) park or reserve or Forestry Corporation NSW (FCNSW) forest, you may need to 
visit your bees during the bushfire season. 
Before travelling to the site: 

• Check for fires in the area on the RFS website or ‘Fires Near me’ mobile app. 
• Check fire danger ratings for the area on the RFS website. Consider these ratings 

carefully and whether your visit is essential considering the risks involved. In times 
of an extreme or catastrophic fire danger rating, forests are closed and should not 
be visited for the safety of you and of firefighting personnel. 

• Follow RFS advice such as their advice on travelling in a bush fire area. 
• Check for Forest or Park closures. During a closure you will not normally be allowed 

to access your apiary site. Closures of FCNSW Forests are listed on the FCNSW 
website and on their Visit NSW State Forests Facebook page. Closures of NPWS 
parks and reserves are listed on the NPWS website. 
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Visiting National Parks or State Forests during a 
closure 
During a closure if fires are located near your hives, call the Rural Fire Service to discuss 
safe access to your hives on 1800 NSW RFS (1800 679 737). 
Forestry Corporation 
If there is not a fire near your hives but you need access to remove your hives or to provide 
water during a Forestry Corporation Forest closure, contact your local Forestry office to 
request access. (Details are listed under “Contact us” on their website). NPWS does not 
permit any access during a park closure. 
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
In times of a fire emergency, the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) will 
close some national parks and reserves, including tracks, trails, campgrounds and picnic 
areas. Park closures in all areas across NSW will be reviewed on a daily basis with 
additional closures implemented if conditions deteriorate. Parks will only reopen when 
considered safe. 

• Park Closure means the entire park cannot be accessed by anyone, including 
commercial operators. A closure includes all tracks, trails, campgrounds and picnic 
areas. 

• A Closed Area means that specified sections of a park cannot be accessed by 
anyone, including commercial operators. 

Apiarists are not allowed to enter a Closed Park or Closed Area unless they have 
specific  permission from the relevant NPWS Area Manager (Contact details for your local 
office are on the NPWS website). This means apiarists cannot enter these areas to place or 
retrieve hives, or to put out water for bees. 

• Fire can move extremely fast through the landscape with new ignitions possible so 
every precaution to protect people is necessary. 

• Apiarists are encouraged to make and implement plans to remove hives early if 
there is a risk of fire damage. 

• The NPWS and RFS may not be in a position to respond to requests for access 
during park closures (your request may be a low priority) and there may not be any 
capacity to respond or escort you out of a fire affected area. 

• Parks can be closed at very short notice i.e., within hours when weather or fire 
behaviour changes unexpectedly or quickly. 

• The risk of treefall is significant after a fire and all parks remain Closed following a 
fire until they are assessed as safe. 
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HONEYLAND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
2023 SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW 

VOLUNTEER FORM 
THE SHOW DATES ARE THURSDAY 6th APRIL 2023 TO MONDAY 17th  APRIL 

2023 

There are two shifts AM 8.30-2.30pm and PM 2pm-8.30pm 
 

I/We can work at the Show on the following days and shifts:…………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Second Preference: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I/We require accommodation for the nights …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Be specific with your dates for working and accommodation  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDING ACCOMMODATION PLEASE RETURN YOUR 
FORM ASAP AS ACCOMMODATION IS LIMITED 

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS – WHERE TICKETS WILL BE SENT  

Name/s: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Email:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Phone:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PLEASE RETURN FORM NO LATER THAN 14th  February 2023: 

Debbie Porter, NSWAA Show Coordinator, 135 Eusdale Road Yetholme NSW 2795 

Email: debbie.porter3@hotmail.com 

 

Thank you for your time and dedication to the NSW Apiarists’ Association and Honeyland. 
Your efforts make Honeyland run more smoothly and efficiently.  
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Honey Bee Industry Development Officer 
Report
Madlen Kratz
Honey Bee Industry Development Officer
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 0427 348 521 E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Honey bee nutrition project going full 
steam ahead! 

A good start to the new year…

Mel Brown our ‘DPI Technical Officer Honeybees’ and 
myself are now on a new start with a newly established 
apiary in the General Biosecurity ‘Blue Zone’ about 
2hrs from Tocal Agricultural College. We felt the loss 
of our DPI research hives at Tocal along with many 
other beekeepers affected in the eradication zone but are 
determined to keep on. 

The project

The project is investigating supplementary feeding 
strategies to improve colony and business performance. 
Not only are our floral resources becoming ever less 
predictable, beekeepers have been struggling through 
drought, bush fires, floods and of late with high diesel 
prices making shifting bees more expensive than ever. 
The need for pollination services is increasing at a fast 
rate too! Supplementary feeding as a management tool is 
more important than ever.

The field-based research includes 50 experimental 
production hives and 20 support hives. We are looking 
into using sugar syrup and pollen as a supplement to 
stimulate and build colonies for production but also 
to maintain hives for when it is needed and will be 
manipulating how much and how often we feed. The 
project is funded between AgriFutures Australia and 
NSW DPI for beekeepers in the Australian environment 
and will continue to run over the next 3 years. 

We prepared the new apiary site early January and 
welcomed our bees on site on the 19th of January as small 
nucleus colonies (5-frames). 

Figure 1. Apiary site about 2hrs from Tocal Agricultural College. The 
site wipper snipped and hardwood pallets ready to go.  

With our brand new 8-frame hive and nucleus hive gear 
on board, there was nothing to stop us, including bumpy 
rain-damaged and windy roads, it just made the trip a bit 

longer. 

Figure 2. Eight frame boxes with pollen traps and ventilated nucleus 
hives ready to go. 

Once at the bee pickup location, we completed alcohol 
washes of all colonies as part of the new varroa 
regulations, which came back negative. 

A bit about the genetics of our colonies

All queens from our colonies are sisters and were mated 
in the same apiary (as closely related as possible in an 
open-mated yard). This allows us to reduce the impact 
of an additional variable (genetics) that could potentially 
influence the results of the study and we will get a 
‘clearer picture’ of the effect of supplementary feeding 
(our goal). 

On our way…

We transferred our bees into our new boxes, loaded the 
truck and off we were again to the new apiary site. 

The weather was on our side too, as it only just started 
raining once all the bees were unloaded. The neighbours 
across the fence (cattle) had a good look too at the new 
arrival!

Figure 3. A- Bees unloaded . B- Madlen Kratz (left) and Melinda 
Brown (right). 
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Feeding sugar syrup

Two days after drop off, the bees received their first sugar 
syrup feed after a stressful move and to get the colonies 
stimulated, plus they will appreciated the sugar syrup 
for building up those 3 bare wax foundation frames after 
being transferred from a nucleus hive. All our hives 
are fed individually with top sugar feeders, so that we 
know exactly how much each hives is being fed from 
our different treatment groups and we can measure the 
consumption of feed. 

How we will monitor and manipulate incoming pollen

All our 8-frame hives are fitted with bottom board pollen 
traps. These were custom designed based on pollen traps 
commonly used in Western Australia by commercial 
beekeepers for the collection of mostly Eucalyptus pollen 
such as Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) pollen and from 
a Corymbia species Marri (Corymbia calophylla). In 
this project the pollen traps will allow us to monitor the 
quantity of incoming pollen, the diversity but also help 
us to manipulate how much pollen the bees will have 
access to, so in other words we can mimic ‘poor pollen 
conditions’ and study the benefits of supplementary 
feeding protein. 

Supplementary feeding of sugar syrup and potentially 
pollen will continue over the coming months and we will 

monitor their consumption, effect on colony productivity 
and health status, such as disease (chalkbrood, nosema 
etc.). We are also keeping records for the costs and 
benefits of supplementary feeding. Our goals until the 
end of the season are to build the hives up to full strength 
with plenty of stores to be overwintered successfully and 
ready to go for next spring. 

The project’s support team 

As always, behind success there is a team of people, and 
I would like to acknowledge everyone that is providing 
input and a helping hand in making this project work, 
including family, friends, contractors, colleagues and the 
industry advisory committee!

For more information about the supplementary feeding 
project please visit:
https://agrifutures.com.au/related-projects/feeding-
strategies-for-sugar-syrup-and-protein-supplements-its-
implications-on-hive-strength-and-performance-with-a-
focus-on-financial-costs-and-benefits/
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                        B-TRACE Australia 

                          A  division of B-QUAL Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 37 096 945 694 
.                                The Australian Honey Industry owned QA and Food Safety program 
 

                                                                                     

    Join the B-TRACE  program and enjoy these  benefits 
                 
 

 Free use of the B-TRACE hive management app 
 Ensures you are compliant with current industry and regulatory requirements 
 Show your enterprise has been certified to high industry standards by 

independent desk audit 
 Use the B-TRACE logo and marketing tools for premium marketing and pricing 

opportunities   
 Enable your enterprise to show product provenance and product authenticity 
 Be kept up to date with latest industry trends and standards 
 Use B-TRACE social media outlets for business and beekeeping improvement 

and opportunities 
 Industry wide and  Internationally recognised 
 Free assistance audit hotline.  1800 630 890    or  0404 381 942 

 

              Practical quality assurance designed by and for beekeepers. 

 

                                               www. btrace.com.au 

                                                        or email 

                                              admin@btrace.com.au 
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                 How to get certified: 

Step 1. Make the decision to improve your business. 
(a) Go to:  www.Btrace.com.au 
(b) Pay joining fee of $ 175.00  safely online, with our secure payment portal. 

This initial payment covers your 12 month membership, hive 
management app access and your annual desk audit. 

(c) you immediately become a member and can enjoy the B-TRACE 
advantages 

(d) Your receipt will show your B-TRACE  ID number 
 

Step 2.          After payment receipt you will receive a supplier manual and access  
                            details to the B-TRACE app  
 
Step 3.        You are ready to go!  
                          Just start entering your profile and hive management data. 
 
When you feel confident and have completed training manual details and have your app 
data up to date, go on line www.btrace.com.au go to self-audit page and apply for an 
audit. 
 
Upon successful audit completion you will be issued an Audit Certificate and Audit ID 
number this is your key to full B-TRACE certification.  
 

It is a requirement that each Enterprise is audited within 11 months of joining to 
maintain B-TRACE certification. 
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Phone +64 7 579 0082   Email info@crystech.co.nz   www.crystech.co.nz

Honey processing equipment 
and creaming tanks

From initial consultations, layout plans through to tipping the 
first drum, as well as ongoing servicing and maintenance, our 
team become your partner along the way.

Dedicated to delivering high quality honey 
processing equipment and fit out solutions 

  4081_CrystechAdvertforAustralianMarket_210mmx148.5mm.indd   1  4081_CrystechAdvertforAustralianMarket_210mmx148.5mm.indd   1 2/06/22   1:10 PM2/06/22   1:10 PM
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FACTORY DIRECT

Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

• Made in Australia for Australian conditions
• Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
• Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
• Natural cell size
• Mitred bottom corners
• 6mm engagement tongue

Contact:

Danbar Plastics

Ph: (03) 5382 4740
sales@danbar.com.au

Plastic Beehive Components

www.danbar.com.auBuy NOW!! IN-STORE or ONLINE

        Bee Build 
 

It does what is says—Builds BEE$ 
A Complete Pollen Replacement based on 

Scientific Honeybee Industry Research 
(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054) 

Visit www.beebuild.com.au  
for full story and how to feed.  

Available in 5kg, 10kg, 20kg or 25kg 
 

Bee Build Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg 
Bee Boost: 500g—a probiotic for bees 

 
Enquiries and Sales Contact: 

Robert & Melissa Dewar 
Ph: (07) 5463 5513 

www.beebuild.com.au 
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Nick Geoghegan, Apiary Sites Program Coordinator, NSW DPI
Public Apiary Sites Update. 

Reminder: Signage required on Public 
Lands sites.

Tourist visitor numbers to National Parks and State 
Forests are recovering strongly post-pandemic1 and 
operational staff are busy making sites safe and repairing 
infrastructure after the various natural disasters that have 
occurred across the state. With resources recovering in 
many forests there is also a lot of beekeeping activity on 
public lands sites occurring.

Ensuring that all visitors are aware of apiary sites and 
have a contact in the event of an issue is critical to 
sharing these public spaces. It is also extremely important 
in times of fires or other natural disasters to provide 
immediate beekeeper contact information to operational 
staff.

Recently the land managers have noticed a lot of sites and 
apiaries that are not identified and have asked apiarists to 
be reminded of their obligations:

Appropriate signage is a requirement in the terms 
and conditions for all public apiary sites. (It is also a 
recommendation in the Australian Honeybee Biosecurity 
Code of Practice for sites in any location).  
Not displaying approved signage is a breach of your 
apiary sites terms and conditions and can result in loss of 
your apiary permit.  

Warning signs must comply with Australian Standard 
1319-1994 (AS 1319) - Safety signs for the occupational 
environment. In addition, the signs must carry the Apiary 
registration number and the Authority holder’s contact 
phone number. These are available from beekeeping 
supply companies and sign-makers.

1  https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-re-
serves-and-protected-areas/park-management/park-visitor-survey

Fire waivers extended for selected sites for 
2022/2023 financial year.

To assist in recovery from the damage caused in the 
2019/2020 fire season NSW government extended 
waivers to certain heavily damaged sites initially just 
for the 2021/2022 permit year. To review recovery 
of resources NSW DPI staff and NSWAA executive 
members visited sites on the North Coast and the South 
Coast. While some sites showed good signs of recovery, 
the majority of sites did not show sufficient recovery to 
be productive this season. As a result the DPI secured 
funding to extend the existing fire waivers to annual 
payments for the 2022/2023 permit year for the heavily 
damaged sites originally identified. Recovery progress 
will be reviewed again later this year with a regard to the 
2023/2024 permit year.

November Expressions of Interest 
In November DPI published over 60 recently vacated 
sites via the Expressions of Interest process. This allowed 
beekeepers across the state to apply for sites after 
determining the suitability for their operation. Further 
sites will be published during 2023.  To hear about new 
EOI’s send an email to apiary.sites@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
and asked to be added to the email list for apiary sites 
updates.

Example for a site with hives 
present:

Examples for an unoccupied site:





BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER 
REPORT

Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320
Ph: 02 4939 8946  Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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2023 and how to make it a great year

Many beekeepers are looking back at 2022 and viewing 
it as a particularly tough year, with some of the main 
negative events being;

•	 floods taking out many hives or making apiaries 
extremely hard to access and manage for long 
periods, 

•	 excess rain and soil moisture impacting many 
nectar flows and pushing trees back to growth 
(which really impacts us now, but should be good 
for honey later), 

•	 higher amounts of small hive beetle (SHB) im-
pacting hives in many areas,

•	 Detecting Varroa and all the movement restric-
tions and additional monitoring work associated 
with it,

•	 Some lower honey prices, harder to sell, or hav-
ing no honey to sell.

Some operators have been majorly impacted by one 
or more (or all) of these events, whilst others have 
been extremely lucky and fared much better. Even 
for those who have had minimal impacts it should 
be a time for them to assess the potential weaknesses 
within their own operation and consider how they can 
improve to minimise losses that may occur from these 
threats. For those that have suffered those losses they 
need to determine which ones they could have likely 
prevented, or minimised through different management 
or operational actions. There are some things that there 
was no easy way of avoiding, so don’t beat yourself up 
over that, and instead try to move on and upward with 
everything instead of spiralling around that unfortunate 
event. 

Losing your hives in this way (as I did) is a totally 
unforeseen and tragic event, but instead of feeling anger 
it should be viewed as “a big bump in the road” and a 

necessary outcome to protecting the entire industry.

But, for the preventable losses you need to notch them up 
to experience (especially if they have never happened to 
you before, and doubly so if this is a repeating experience 
for you) and adapt your ways to minimise their future 
occurrence, as that directly impacts both the efficiency, 
profitability and consistency of your operation.

There are many, many variables within beekeeping, so 
the challenges that everybody faces, or areas that need 
to be improve on are different for every single operation. 
For some that live in certain regions they always need to 
deal with it (such as SHB on the coast), but that only ever 
impact (or decimate) other regions when their numbers 
increase, as those operators are not as used to dealing 
with it. Then there are other issues that are the same 
wherever you go, such as dealing with disease, managing 
weak hives, site selection and overstocking of sites (too 
many hives for the area to support). 

It may not seem so, but site selection is an extremely 
important aspect of beekeeping that regularly gets 
overlooked by beekeepers, and in turn causes poorer 
productivity and health of hives, and therefore 
profitability. A good site in the summer (or winter) could 
also be a terrible site at other times of the year, so think 
about this and don’t be reluctant in moving bees off a 
degrading site if you have a better place to go. Poor sites 
often put increased stress upon colonies due to both the 
environmental and nutritional deficiencies (often not 
enough good pollen per hive), which in turn increases 
the presence and severity of brood diseases such as 
European foulbrood (EFB) and Chalkbrood, as well as 
the highly debilitating adult bee disease Nosema. When 
these diseases impact the health of colonies they weaken 
hives and make them far more susceptible to the highly 
opportunistic pest SHB, which will take full advantage 
and overrun afflicted colonies and cause slime-outs. 

For the beekeeper the end result of a slime-out is a dead 
hive (=lost production and income), a lot of contaminated 
equipment to clean up or burn (=time, wages and new 
equipment), needing a replacement colony (=time, wages 
and a new queen) and a HUGE increase in the numbers 
of SHB in your area (=increased biosecurity risk and 
further SHB pressure). This domino effect means that the 
beekeeper starts losing more and more money and honey 
as the increased SHB numbers start taking out more and 
more hives. To protect your profitability (and stock) you 
need to PREVENT this from occurring, which means you 
need TIME.

Some operators really don’t realise how much they lost 
until it’s almost too late!
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When this oozes out of one of your hives you have just 
made your SHB beetle problem bigger, plus cost yourself 
a lot of money. Better to invest more time in hive 
management to prevent the problem ever occurring than 
use that same time to clean up a costly mess afterwards.

Another impact of disease weakened hives is minor 
to major losses of honey production, colonies that are 
simply not appropriate to use for nuc, split or package 
bee production (you only ever use HEALTHY colonies 
to propagate new ones) and a greatly increased cost to 
the beekeeper to nurse weakened hives back to health. 
The risk of robbing also increases, which provides an 
excellent opportunity for all those suffered diseases plus 
American foulbrood (AFB) to be spread further as robber 
bees take them back to their own colonies. If you ever 
want to fix this problem then the very first thing you need 
to do is break this cycle, by improving the health of your 
hives!

Improving your own Bee Biosecurity is therefore an 
excellent way to reduce your biosecurity risk whilst 
also improving the efficiency and profitability of your 
operation. Profitability is the main goal of any business, it 
allows your operation to purchase all the things needed to 
run your business properly. 

Therefore there are a number of points that you need to 
assess about your current beekeeping practices and how 
much money they either make or cost.

The first point is how many hives you run and how many 
experienced full-time beekeepers manage them. A full-
time beekeeper is classed as a person who’s main role is 
working and managing bees, and not also being sidelined 
and distracted with extracting honey, managing other 
aspects of the business (financial, marketing, HR etc.) or 
other things that keep them out of a brood box. Many sole 
operators are actually 0.2-0.5 full-time beekeepers and 
can spend far more time on other aspects of their business 
than managing hive health. 

The less you put into managing a brood box then the less 
you get out of the whole hive! Healthier hives make for 
a far healthier business, reputation and bottom line, so 
it makes sense to direct a lot of attention towards that 
aspect of your operation.

Undermanaged bee colonies are the single largest cost 

to many bee businesses, as they simply do not deliver as 
much productivity and income into that business as they 
easily could if they were better managed. 

The ability of a well-managed hive to produce enormous 
amounts of honey often only occurs because the 
operator manages them well and has the time to be there 
frequently enough to under-super, remove ripe honey or 
undertake other management activities (even including 
tightening them up or removing them from a hard 
wearing honey flow before they collapse etc.). Running 
your business on luck is far less reliable than managing 
hives well. 

Maintaining hives within a certain bandwidth of 
health and colony strength is a skill, which also requires 
available time on the part of the beekeeper. Keeping those 
hives within that zone actually makes the beekeepers 
time efficiency much better, as they can spend more time 
“beekeeping” and less time “chasing their tails” to clean 
up hive failures (disease, slime-outs, swarming/queenless 
hives, robbing and dead-outs etc.) that occurred as they 
“didn’t have the time” to do everything that was required 
to manage their hives properly. Whilst it is almost 
impossible to have 100% success with every hive that 
you run the simple fact is that the further you drop away 
from that perfect score the less chance that your business 
will be successful.

The numbers of hives that some operators “manage” are 
actually far in excess of what they should be running, 
and their volume of dead wood hives will always be 
costing them money. When the going is good they may 
be lucky and have a reasonably easy run, but when 
things get tough their losses can be eye-watering and 
threaten the financial viability of the entire business. 
Often the answer for them to improve their business is 
actually to be running less hives (and run them better), 
but unfortunately they often think that they need to “get 
bigger” to do better. The bigger some operators get 
the less efficient and effective their business operates, 
plus the more stress they are put under personally and 
financially. 

This colony started costing you both bee and honey 
production (which both equal money) many months 
before it ended up becoming a weakened drone layer.
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The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the 
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia 
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.

Unmanaged disease costs the honeybee industry millions 
every year. This colony most likely spread AFB to many 
others when it was weakened enough to be robbed. Well 
managed colonies do not end up like this. 

When you assess how many hives you should (or could) 
be running then the LAST THING you should probably 
consider is how much money you could earn if you 
sent all of those hives to almonds! Whilst the almond 
pollination income can be an important financial portion 
of your business it generally SHOULD NOT be used as 
the main driver of determining your businesses operation 
size (unless your business is predominantly a pollination 
business). For most operators a portion of your hives 
do almonds but much of your business revolves around 
honey production etc. Therefore you need to determine 
how many honey production hives you should be 
running, and finding sites for over the 11 months that are 
not spent on almonds.

Only colonies with sufficient bee numbers should ever 
go to almond pollination. That requires the beekeeper to 
have adequate time available to manage those colonies 
and pull out any weak ones before loading up the trucks. 
Saying you don’t have “enough time” to do that actually 
means “you don’t have enough beekeepers!” 

So, to start improving on the overall profitability of your 
business start assessing how you are currently REALLY 
going and look at ways that you could do better. And 
not be a slave to keeping things afloat when you are 
haemorrhaging money with an inefficient business.

Sometimes it takes a set of different eyes to see the 
problems, because you cannot see them yourself. If you 
would like me to have a look at your operation, assistance 
with improving the disease management, record keeping, 
Bee Biosecurity training, submitting a Honey Culture 
Test or fulfilling other conditions of the Code then please 
contact me on 0438 677 195 or rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.
au for a confidential discussion on your own beekeeping 
situation. 

Do you have photos that you 
would 

like to see published in NSWAA 
Calendar?

Send photos to
info@nswaa.com.au

Cover Photos
Do you have a bee related 
photograph that you would 
like to see on the cover of 

Australia’s Honeybee News?

Email it to 
honeybeenews@icloud.com
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New digital beehive monitoring system 
improves efficiency of managing 
remote beehives 
Multiple features in an affordable, flexible and intuitive system. 
Many beekeepers travel long distances to visit their 
apiaries. If that's you, you'll appreciate how valuable 
it would be to have an insight into the health of your 
hives and the needs of your bees, before you make 
the trip to check on them. Just imagine how much 
more enjoyable and efficient beekeeping could be if 
there were no surprises when you arrived at the apiary. 

That's where Hivemate steps in. It's like having an extra 
pair of hands in the apiary, helping you keep an eye on 
your hives, even when you're not there. 

Hivemate's digital beehive monitoring system allows 
you to work smarter, saving you time and money by 
ensuring you only make the journey out to the apiary 
when your bees need you. By simply checking the 
Hivemate app, you'll know in advance when the flow 
has dried up and it's time to move the hives, and you'll 
never lose bees to swarming again because Hivemate 
will let you know when it's time to harvest your honey. 

The Hivemate system can be used on wooden or 
plastic hives and sits underneath the box, replacing 
the original base. Hivemate records the hive's weight, 
temperature, humidity, and exact location, providing 
updated data every 30 minutes between 4 am and 
10 pm, every single day. 

This allows you to monitor and track the honey output 
and the box entrance temperature during the bees' 
active hours, and enjoy peace of mind knowing that 
your hive is where you left it. You can even opt for 
sound monitoring as an added extra, so you can listen 
to your bees no matter where you are. 

Hivemate can run off Wi-Fi, 4G, or a combination of 
both, to ensure instant access to your data as soon as 
it's recorded. The Hivemate unit is fitted with a solar 
charging panel, meaning it'll charge itself automatically 
for long, uninterrupted battery life. 

All the data will be recorded and kept within the 
Hivemate app on your smartphone, computer, or 
television, meaning you won't have to worry about 
taking hive notes ever again. 

Whether you keep bees as a hobby or have a large 
commercial apiary, Hivemate has been designed for 
you. Our system can be customised to suit your needs, 
to ensure that you'll get the most out of working 
with Hivemate. 

With our world-class beehive monitoring system on 
your team, you'll be able to watch over your bees no 
matter where you are - even when you're on holiday. 
Hivemate gives you all the information you need to 
keep your bees happy, healthy, and productive, 
leaving you to focus on the rewards. 

With Hivemate by your side, you don't have to do it 
all on your own anymore. 

Work smarter with Hivemate. Contact us today! 

For more information about Hivemate, 
including all the technical specifications, available 
packages and products, and answers to our most 
frequently asked questions, head to our website 
at www.hivemate.com.au or get in touch at 
sales@hivemate.com.au or (03) 8401 4248. 
Distributors and retailers wanted! 

Hivemate 
MONITORING SYSTEM 

Visit us at Booth 35-36 at the 
4th Australian Bee Congress 
on June 8-11 at Rosehill Gardens 
Racecourse, Sydney •



Watch your bees from anywhere with the patented 
Hivemate® monitoring system - just a single base 
that’s easy to use and more affordable than you think!

6 key benefits with Hivemate®:

Hivemate® is a digital beehive monitoring system that provides  
live data on the health and productivity of your bees. With Hivemate,  
all it takes to check on your hives is a quick glance at the Hivemate app.

Whether you keep bees as a hobby or have a large commercial apiary, 
Hivemate has been designed for you. Our system can be customised to suit 
your needs, to ensure that you’ll get the most out of working with Hivemate.

With Hivemate by your side, you don’t have to do it all on your own anymore.

Save money and time, contact us today! 

Know the temperature  
and humidity of your hives

Check your hive’s 
weight at any time

Monitor your bees through 
the app anywhere, anytime

Solar powered for 
uninterrupted battery life

Set an alert for the best  
time to harvest your honey

Watch over your bees  
no matter where you are

Scan QR code

www.hivemate.com.au or get in touch at  
sales@hivemate.com.au or (03) 8401 4248.

Distributors and retailers wanted!

Work Smarter 
with Hivemate®
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Protecting the Bee Industry 
from Disease & Pests Matters

Steritech Wetherill Park’s Gamma Irradiation 
Facility offers commercial treatment 
to the Beekeeping Community. 

Gamma Irradiation Kills:
• American Foulbrood (AFB)

• European Foulbrood (EFB) 

• Nosema ceranae

• Ascosphaera apis

• Small Hive Beetle

• Nosema apis

Gamma Irradiation is a chemical-free, heat-free 
alternative used to protect beehives from disease 
and pests.

Sterilisation with Steritech is easy.

Book Your Treatment
NSW Wetherill Park 02 8785 4400

QLD Narangba 07 3385 8400

VIC Dandenong 03 8726 5566

VIC Merrifield (Mickleham) 03 9216 3500

www.steritech.com.au
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VIC Dandenong 03 8726 5566

VIC Merrifield (Mickleham) 03 9216 3500

www.steritech.com.au



Branch News
Central Tablelands Branch

Central Tablelands Branch of NSWAA held their quarterly 
meeting on Saturday 22nd October in Lucknow, followed 
by a BBQ lunch. 

Approximately 25 members we in attendance. 

Alex Lloyd from the DPI Varroa emergency response team 
joined us and reported to members on where things were 
up to with the response and the action plan going forward. 
Members had many questions for Lloyd and suggestions 
regarding movement permits, that were taken onboard. We 
thank Lloyd for his time. 

Many of our members attended the recent pest & disease 
course hosted by NSW DPI education team in Orange. 
Members reported that it was a very successful and worth-
while couple of days. 

The branches annual involvement in the Royal Bathurst 
Show was discussed and plans put in place. 

Jon Lockwood, branch member & executive member of 
AHBIC was our guest speaker. Jon spoke on all aspects of 
AHBIC including the work put in by AHBICS new CEO 
Danny Le Feur in the fight to eradicate varroa mite.

Jon expressed that more funds and support was needed for 
AHBIC to run at its full potential. A very productive and 
informative meeting.

Claire Bennett - Secretary 

North Coast Branch

On the 2nd of December, North Coast branch held a 
general meeting at Casino RSM. This time we did not 
have guest speaker as we had a lot of general business to 
get through. 

About 25 members and interested people turned up for 
the night and we all had fun. Tony you have got to stop 
winning the raffle!

We have applied for a Cert. 3 chemical course to be free 
for all members of the branch, this course is a 2-day face 
to face course and will allow members to safely handle 
chemicals that they need to use or encounter, especially 
when doing pollination work.

Several members have put their names forward as 
volunteers if emergency services ever need the help of 
experienced beekeepers in the case of an accident or if 
other circumstances arise. I would like to thank these 
members as we never know what is around the corner 
and knowing they are willing to help is very satisfying, 
I don’t need to name you all but a big thank you for 
stepping forward.

Our next meeting is pencilled in for the 3rd February 2023 
and we will have a guest speaker there, is will be held at 
Lismore Heights Bowling club, trust you all have had a 
great Christmas break and into the New Year we go!

Cheers for now,
Steve Fuller
President North Coast Branch

BEEKEEPING OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE WEST

With the incursion of the mite in the Hunter region I 
thought there maybe beekeepers looking for another 
place to start up again well away from the present mite 
problem. 

My wife and I have been major honey producers in the 
channel country in NSW for around 50 years, but because 
of age and health reasons we wish to sell our home and 
move closer in for medical specialists. 

Available is a full brick home and bee sites, subject to the 
owners approval. 

For those interested in a beekeeping life style working 
from permanent sites, very little shifting please contact 
Bruce on 0458747760 or Lee on 0428747776 for details. 

Regards
Bruce & Lee Hughston



Branch News
Southern Tablelands Branch

An impressive opportunity to visit Hive IQ headquarters. 

Late November, HiveIQ invited our members to hold the 
Southern Tablelands Branch meeting at their premises.   

HiveIQ kindly provided everyone who attended a 
delicious banquet lunch. 

Members were inspired with the excellent presentation of 
their products, software development and the production 
capability. 

A special thankyou to Victor Croker and your team at 
HiveIQ for your very generous hospitality.  

Our next meeting is in the planning for March 2023. 

Laurie Kershaw
President Southern Tablelands Branch

Western Plains Branch

At our recent meeting there where discussions of varroa 
mite and possible treatment methods. 

We discussed the trip some members of the western 
branch attended Gosford for the varroa response. 

We also touched on flood affected beekeepers in the 
central west. 

We spoke about getting some honey together for the 
donation to honey land for the Royal Easter Show. 

Keiran Sutherland spoke about his recent trip to Peru 
along side Randy Oliver and the impact his foresees 
with varroa in Australia and the impact it had in South 
American and the types of treatments they used . 

Zac Alcock gave an executive report.  

After the branch meeting was over we had a pig on a 
spit and a few briskets following by some cold beers, we 
where happy with the turn out. 

Looking forward to the next one and a possible golf day 
suggested by Gary Kenny.

Dwayne Sykes
Western Plains Branch

For those pining for the past at the Royal 
Easter Show when Branches competed with 
each other with their displays and themes!!!!

Cheers
Mike Fogarty
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BEEKEEPING JOURNALS
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL

For beekeeping information read 
The American Bee Journal

Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, including 
questions and answers.

1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00
Digital Edition price US$16.00

Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:

51 South 2nd Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660

Email: abj@dadant.com 
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com

The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE
The Magazine of American Beekeeping

Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas

For more information and a free sample copy 
Contact:  The Editor  

PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE BUZZ! 
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $100.00)
For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA 
PO Box 45

Salisbury SA 5108
Ph; 0419 982 102

Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney   

Email: editor@beekeepers.asn.au

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc. 

www.nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions:   Pauline Downie

PO Box 25207  Wellington  6146  New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254    

Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising:   Certa Solutions

PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515

Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz

BRANCHES  PRESIDENTS   SECRETARIES       EMAIL 
Central Tablelands Sam Lockwood      0477 460 642   Claire Bennett         0409 340 502       centraltablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au
Hunter Valley  Col Wilson     02 4930 4950   Contact President                                  huntervalleybranch@nswaa.com.au
North Coast  Stephen Fuller   0488 434 498   Col Maloney        02 6663 7051      secretary.ncoast@nswaa.com.au
Northern Tablelands Richard Willis   0428 323 812    Glenn McConnell     02 6732 3222      secretary.ntablelands@nswaa.com.au
Riverina  Stephen Targett      0428 649 321   Matthew Skinner      0427 651 360      secretary.riverina@nswaa.com.au
Southern Tablelands Laurie Kershaw   0428 628 731   Garth McClay        0400 989 115      southerntablelandsbranch@nswaa.com.au 
Sydney   Miskell Hampton   0437 913 831       Jane Flitter        0413 769 411      sydneybranch@nswaa.com.au
Tamworth  Ray Hull   02 6760 3634   Norm Maher        0447 603 245      secretary.tamworth@nswaa.com.au               
Western Plains  Daniel Warman      0431 386 481   Shaun Sykes             0437 044 010      secretary.wplains@nswaa.com.au

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)
Chairman: Stephen Targett        CEO: Danny le Feuvre 

Ph: 0402 467 780 Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au  Website: www.honeybee.org.au
Mailing address: 5 John Street, Ardrossan SA 5571

AGRIFUTURES - Honeybee & Pollination
Annelies McGaw Manager 
Ph: 02 6923 6913| 0407 987 738 Email:  Annelies.McGaw@agrifutures.com.au  Website: www.agrifutures.com.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary:  Mr Richard Simms, 40 Kyle Rd Murwillumbah NSW 2484 Ph: 0468 481 768  Email: AQBBA21@gmail.com

CROP POLLINATION ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary:  Janine Rudder  PO Box 9305 Bathurst West NSW 2795 Ph: 0428 431 502  Email: jbrbees@gmail.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary:  Mr Kevin Webb Email: kevin.webb@springgullyfoods.com.au

Meeting / Conference Dates
     BRANCH
     Sydney Metro
     First Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm at Chifley College   
     Bidwell Campus, Daniels Road, Bidwell.

     Central Tablelands
     January - third Tuesday 
     April - third Tuesday 
     July - third Tuesday 
     October - third Tuesday 

     Riverina
     Our meeting dates are usually in the first week of February,   
     May, August, and November each year.

     Lately our meetings have been held alternatively between 
     Wagga Wagga and Griffith.
     

     Usually on the first Monday, when held in Wagga Wagga and 
     on the first Thursday, when held in Griffith.   

     The venues change to suit availability.

     North Coast
     Meetings are generally held on the last Friday of January,  
     March, May, July, September & November

     CONFERENCE
     WA - 28, 29 & 30 April 2023 Claremont WA
     Crop Pollination Assoc AGM -16 May 2023 Penrith NSW 
     NSWAA 18 &19 May 2023 Penrith NSW
     Tasmania - 26 & 27 May 2023 Hobart TAS
     QBA - 15 & 16 June 2023 TBC
     SAAA - 22 & 23 June 2023 Clare SA
     VAA - 5 to 7 July 2023 Bendigo VIC 
     AHBIC AGM - 8 July 2023 Bendigo VIC

Chris Sucich  

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:  +61 467 640 169
E:   chris@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

David Gordon   

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:   +61 407 547 346
E:   david@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

Graeme Gordon

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:  +61 428 571 714
E:   graeme@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

www.prestigestainless.com.au

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495

E:   info@prestigestainless.com

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment 
& stainless steel manufacturing. Creating the largest 

Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

•  Wax Melters – 200 ltr to 750 ltr
•  Reducers -  1200 to 1800

•  Capping spinner  •  S/S vane pumps
•  Centrifuge  •  Heat exchange

•  Storage tanks  •  Mixing/heating tanks

Horizontal Extractors
• 36 to 60 frame 3 bank • 48 to 144 frame 4 bank

• 198 frame 6 bank • Twin Systems
• Automated self loading machines

www.prestigestainless.com.au

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
E:   info@prestigestainless.com

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment & stainless steel manufacturing. 
Creating the largest Automated Honey Extractors in the world!
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•  Capping spinner  •  S/S vane pumps
•  Centrifuge  •  Heat exchange

•  Storage tanks  •  Mixing/heating tanks

Horizontal Extractors
• 36 to 60 frame 3 bank • 48 to 144 frame 4 bank

• 198 frame 6 bank • Twin Systems
• Automated self loading machines
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Membership Subscription Rates
The Association Membership year runs

from: 1 March to 28 February
   Note: Rates from 1 March 2017
0 to 10 hives                         $100.00                    1 vote
11 to 200 hives                     $200.00                    2 votes
201 to 400 hives                   $300.00                    4 votes
401 +                          $1.00 per hive          6 votes
700 +                           $1.00 per hive          8 votes
1001 +                         $1.00 per hive        10 votes
Over 1500 hives                   $1.00 per hive        12 votes
Affiliated/Retired/Student    $65.00                      1 vote
Honeybee News subscriber/member 

                $65.00                     0 vote

Member Benefits
• Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be 

represented through a common organisation
• Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources
• Help to secure your Industry’s future
• Provide strong representation to Government
• Membership Badge
• Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers
• Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News 

the NSWAA bi-monthly journal & FREE classified 
advertisment in journal

• Annual State Conference & Trade / Field Days
• Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA 

branches
• Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers & NSW DPI 

representatives at meetings, workshops & conferences
• WFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata - 

1300 934 934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ 
Association (NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let 
your local Area Manager know you are a member to receive 
this benefit for the Association - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417 
943 451 E: jane.jones@wfi.com.au

• Discounts available through Bee Hive Incentive Program
• SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members; rate
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Junior Beekeeper Club

Are you an aspiring beekeeper, written a story 
or poem, taken a photoor painted a picture about 

bees or beekeeping? 

Then we want to hear from you!

All you need to do is get permission from your parents 
to have it published & send it to 

info@nswaa.com.au
Participants will receive a certificate from 

NSW Apiarists’ Association
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  AUSTRALIAN      EXPORTERS
             ABN 96 078 192 300

Queen Bees
Prices include GST:
         1 - 10 ............................ $39.00 each
         11 - 49 .......................... $36.00 each
         50 - 100......................... $34.00 each
         100 or over.................... $33.50 each
         200 and over - Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

 FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / MERILL

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: aqbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799

POLLEN
100% PURE 

NATURAL POLLEN
Just as the bees collect it 

for themselves!
We have irradiated pollen 

as per AQIS standard
Just the right thing to 
get a broodnest started 

for almond pollination

Pollen available in 5kgs bags

Contact: Browns Bees Australia
Terry Brown  Ph: 02 6886 1448
Email: brownsbees@gmail.com

1 x 5 kg bag     $16/kg
4 x 5kg bags 1 Box  $14/kg
20 x 5kg bags 5 Boxes $13/kg

Plus freight



PROUDLY
AUSSIE
MADE
& OWNED

100% AUSSIE HONEY

Proud supporter of 
100% Australian Honey

Capilano: Australian owned and 
operated, since 1953.
Capilano is owned by a wholly Australian 
company, Hive + Wellness Australia that is 
proudly headquartered in Richlands, QLD.
The honey used in Capilano products is 
supplied by over 800 Australian beekeepers 
and is packed and marketed by around 150 
hardworking Australian locals across three 
sites in Richlands, QLD, Maryborough, VIC, and 
Bayswater, WA.
Hive + Wellness Australia is committed to 
innovation and quality in Australian bee 
products. We are equally dedicated to 
protecting and fostering the growth of the 
Australian Apicultural industry and your family’s 
hardworking beekeeping businesses.  
We are actively seeking to expand our supplier 
network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax 
from new and existing beekeepers.
To become a supplier, please contact our 
Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:  
P: 0419 431 652 E: s.covey@hivewell.com



 

 

Features include: 
 - Economically designed for the safe transport and storage of honey – at least 25% more efficient than traditional packaging 
 - Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high 
 - Capacity MX ECOBULK – 1,000L (275 Gal)
 - Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

www.schuetz.net 
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