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Cover Photo
Using services of a commercial helicopter, Tumut 

Beekeeper John Casey rescues around 1200 hives stuck 
in a farm because of wet roads near Condobolin. 

These hives were flown out to the drier ground just in 
time to bring them to the almond farms in Victoria and 

NSW for the yearly pollination. 

Photo: Willy Tinoyan

      

TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add $4 Per Queen 

PAYMENT BY:  Cheque or Direct Debit 
Details on orderingQUEEN BEES

ITALIAN
Prices effective from May 2021

UNTESTED 
1-10 .......... $34.00 each 
11-49 ........ $30.00 each               
50+ ........... $26.00 each             Join now 
and isolated mated breeders = $600.00

DENMAR APIARIES

PO Box 99  WONDAI  Queensland 4606
Phone: 0448 690 064  Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

A home fit for a Queen 
Give your bees the best 
Australian owned & manufactured 
Quality Hoop Pine 

Manufacturers of Quality Woodw-are 
from Australian-Grow-n Hoop Pine 

• Buying all grades of wax • Phone, Email and Bulk Orders welcomed
• Large range of beekeeping supplies • Postage and freight options available

806 River Road 
Kingaroy Q 4610 

Main 0427 946 614 
0429 130 167 

bbeesupplies@bordernet.com.au 

Supplq Outlet 
Unit 3

17 Lear Jett Drive
Caboolture Q 4510
Main 0484 598 580  

bbeesuppliesmorayfield@hotmail.com 

Website: www.burnettbeekeepingsupplies.com.au 
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 HIRE  of Avant articulated mini-loaders. The perfect machines 
 for bee-keepers are now available for HIRE . (Short or long term.)

 Forklift attachment fitted. Other attachments available on
 request;  flail mower, bucket, trailer, mini-digger etc.

 Smooth and easy to drive, with tele-boom for extra reach.

 Based in Tamworth NSW. Fully insured & serviced machines.

  AVANT Tim :  0439 909 005
    HIRE 143 Gunnedah Rd  TAMWORTH

            tim@ten4.net.au
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Membership Subscription Rates
The Association Membership year runs

from: 1 March to 28 February
   Note: Rates from 1 March 2017

      0 to   10 hives        $100.00     1 vote
    11 to 200 hives        $200.00     2 votes
  201 to  400 hives        $300.00     4 votes
  401 +  $1.00 per hive       6 votes
  700 +   $1.00 per hive       8 votes
1001 + $1.00 per hive     10 votes
Over 1500 hives $1.00 per hive       12 votes
Affiliated/Retired/Student   $65.00    1 vote
Honeybee News subscriber/member 
                 $65.00    0 vote

Membership Benefits
• Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be 

represented through a common organisation 
• Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources
• Help to secure your Industry’s future
• Provide strong representation to Government 
• Membership Badge
• Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers
• Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News the NSWAA  

bi-monthly Journal & FREE classified advertisement in Journal
• Annual State Conference & Trade/Field Days
• Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA Branches
• Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers and NSW DPI 

representatives at meetings, workshops and conferences
• WFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata - 1300 934 

934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ Association 
(NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let your local Area 
Manager know that you are a member to receive this benefit for 
the Association. - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417 943 451 E: jane.
jones@wfi.com.au

• SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members’ rate

FULL PAGE HALF PAGE QUARTER PAGE EIGHTH PAGE
Colour Colour Colour Colour

6 Issues $2090.00 $1180.00 $640.00 $380.00
3 Issues  $1180.00   $635.00 $350.00 $215.00
1 Issue $465.00   $260.00 $175.00 $120.00
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 NSWAA Executive Resposibilities

Welcome to the silly season, Spring!! A very busy time 
for beekeepers, most would be on Canola after the 
almond pollination. With record plantings and perfect 
growing conditions, others have headed North to 
Macadamia, Blueberry and Avocado pollination.

By all reports the almond pollination went very smoothly, 
thanks must be given to the various government and 
State organisations for working as a team and sharing 
information in regards to border permits, Covid testing 
etc.  Whilst there were some concerns with the wet start, 
some shuffling of hives from dryer areas to the early 
flowering areas were required. It then dried out enough 
to get out and onto the later blocks. A few reports of 
understrength hives, and small number of diseased 
apiaries, but the general consensuses seem to be that it 
was a big improvement on previous years.

Whilst numbers were met, the feeling is with the 
increased plantings and the competition from 
Macadamias, Blueberry’s and Avocados we may hit an 
undersupply in the very near future.

I have been informed that bees off one farm in Victoria 
have come off with the bees’ showing signs off brood 
death, this is being investigated by the Victorian DPI.

It has been declared that we have a very strong chance of 
La Nina occurring for a second consecutive year, this will 
have some positive effects, particularly in the recovery of 
bushfire affected areas.

Caution will have to taken for those planning to work the 
southern river areas for Rivergum, the storage dams are 
sitting just below full and the chances of a flood event are 
high.

The executive has been working with the BPass team and 
some promising steps have been made.

The transfer of LLS sites is still a concern, please 
continue to check all your sites and make sure that all 
have been transferred over to the BPass site. Please 
inform the state secretary of any unresolved issues, we 
will continue to work with the BPass team to try and 
rectify these.

We have unfortunately been unable to hold a face-to-face 
executive meeting as planned, however a Zoom meeting 
was held.

Discussions have been held in regards to waiving of site 
fees in fire affected State Forest areas.  

Plans are underway for Honeyland to resume in 2022, I 
once again ask all to consider donating honey, so that the 
promotion of Australian honey and educating the general 
public can continue.

We plan on holding an Executive Meeting at Tocal in late 
November if possible 

Yours in bees 
Steve Cunial
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Select Harvests 
 

Oz Armour 
 

Lockwood Beekeeping 
Supplies  

 

Browns Bees               
Australia Pty Ltd  

 

Olam Orchards          
Australia Pty Ltd 

 

Steritech Pty Ltd 
 

 Hornsby   Beekeeping 
Supplies  

 

Australian Rainforest   
Honey Pty Ltd 

 

Dalrymple View         
Apiary Supplies  

 

Hive and Wellness       
Australia  

 

AgriFutures Australia 
 

WFI  
 

 Working together           
supporting each other 
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AUSTRALIA’S NO.1 
BEEKEEPING LOADER|

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader 
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd
Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable 
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800  686 
411 to organise your obligation free demo!

Ability to load the truck from 
one side using telescopic boom
Huge lifting capacity up to 
1500kg 
Park sideways across truck 
Optional air-conditioned cabin
Self Levelling Boom
Prompt delivery Australia wide

All terrain 4wd with 
outstanding stability 
Backed by a Family business for 
over 25 years 
Save time and man power
Easy to access and operate
Over 200 attachments
Easy finance options available

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com | 
www.avantequipment.com




















Compact Articulated Loaders
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

WE SUPPLY ALL EQUIPMENT  FOR BEEKEEPERS FROM HOBBY TO COMMERCIAL

CONTACT:
Send us an email:  info@lysonau.com.au
Visit our website:  www.lysonau.com.au
Give us a call:  0434 476 067 or 0407 070 670 
Check us out on facebook:  www.facebook.com/lysonau

Polystyrene Hives, Nucleus Hives, Mating Hives, Travelling Hive Boxes, Feeders (hive & stand 
alone), Honey Extraction Equipment (2 frame up to 80 frame), Honey Bottlers (manual to auto), 

Capping Extruders, Wax Melters, Settler Tanks up to 2000L with or without heating & mixer, 
Dehydraters & Creamers, Queen Breeding Equipment, Queen Rearing Equipment,

Honey Sumps & Filters, Pollen Dryers, Suits, Smokers and much, much more....
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Send your story to info@nswaa.com.au 
 Opportunity to win a $200 voucher with  

Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies 
If published in the next edition of the Honey Bee News  

and shared on NSWAA Social media pages 

 

SSTTOORRYY  WWIITTHH  AA  BBUUZZZZ  

 

EEVVEERRYYOONNEE  HHAASS  AA  SSTTOORRYY  
TTOO  TTEELLLL!!  
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Photo courtesy of Ray Hull, taken at one of his sites with his Arlo camera 

Winner of the 
September/October “Story with 

A Buzz” 

Receives a $200 voucher proudly 
sponsored by 

STORY WITH A BUZZ! 
 
 

Smile, you are on Ray’s Arlo Cam. 
Story by Ray Hull and Norm Maher 

 
 

Like most farming/livestock businesses, beekeeping has a clear need for a 
security camera to monitor bee sites and plant buildings, day and night.  
 
Outdoor motion detection security cameras have traditionally been battery 
powered and the recording saved to a SIM card for later review. Generally 
attached to a tree, the movement activated camera worked well, however, 
the downside was that you had no live access and were only able to use the 
images after the event to pass on to police, if required, as well as the battery 
requiring recharging or replacing. 
  
Later developments included solar power, battery charging and Wi-Fi access, 
however, unfortunately, many places don’t have Wi-Fi or Internet access.  
  
I came across the Arlo Go Wireless Security Camera and have never looked 
back. Arlo Go is a wire-free, weather resistant camera with 720p HD video, 
with night vision, that works with a mobile data plan. It has a long-lasting 
battery and a solar panel, to ensure the battery stays charged. 

 
The camera is very robust and has a weather 
resistant rating. It has real time connection 
(live viewing) back to my mobile phone 
through the Arlo app. There is a built-in mic 
and speaker so you can listen and talk back 
also.  The live video has a very clear picture 
and sound, both day and night.  The camera 
initiates recording any time motion or audio 
are detected and alerts me via email or app 
notifications so I can check in on the app to 
see what is happening at my site, in real time.  
The recordings are also saved to the app so if 
you don’t see the notification, you can still see 
what set the camera off, and look back on 
them anytime if you need to.  
  
The camera and app are very easy to setup 
and use. My camera is hidden in a typical 
beehive whilst on site or on the truck.  As it is 

wire-free, I can simply pick it up and move it to wherever I want to put it, without any hassles. I can also have 
multiple cameras operating at different sites, all linked to the one app on my phone. 
  
I sourced mine through Telstra. The app works with iOS or Android mobile devices. It will need its own data 
SIM plan.    
 
 

Everyone has a story. Have a chat with your mates and share yours! 
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  AUSTRALIAN      EXPORTERS
             ABN 96 078 192 300

Queen Bees
Prices include GST:

1 - 10 ............................ $33.50 each
11 - 49 .......................... $31.00 each
50 - 100......................... $29.00 each
OVER 100 (in total) .... $28.50 each

           200 and over - Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

 FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: aqbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799

BEE ENGINEERING
MANUFACTURERS OF

WE SPECIALISE IN THE MANUFACTURE 
OF 

STAINLESS STEEL 

UNCAPPERS AND DEBOXERS
6 MODELS OF UNCAPPERS 

TO SUIT EVERY APPLICATION
DEBOXERS

TO SUIT ALL BOX AND FRAME SIZES

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box 126 Parkwood
Western Australia 6147 

A u s t r a l i a

FACTORY DIRECT

Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

• Made in Australia for Australian conditions
• Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
• Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
• Natural cell size
• Mitred bottom corners
• 6mm engagement tongue

Contact:

Danbar Plastics

Ph: (03) 5382 4740
sales@danbar.com.au

Plastic Beehive Components

www.danbar.com.auBuy NOW!! IN-STORE or ONLINE

        Bee Build 
 

It does what is says—Builds BEE$ 
A Complete Pollen Replacement based on 

Scientific Honeybee Industry Research 
(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054) 

Visit www.beebuild.com.au  
for full story and how to feed.  

Available in 5kg, 10kg, 20kg or 25kg 
 

Bee Build Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg 
Bee Boost: 500g—a probiotic for bees 

 
Enquiries and Sales Contact: 

Robert & Melissa Dewar 
Ph: (07) 5463 5513 

www.beebuild.com.au 



 13 Australia’s Honeybee News September - October 2021

Honey Bee Industry Development Officer 
Report
Madlen Kratz

Honey Bee Industry Development Officer
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 02 4939 8948 273 E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Daisies and their nutritional value
By Madlen Kratz

Weeds, especially this time of the year when spring is on 
its way, can provide a huge benefit for kickstarting the 
season, whether as a source of nectar or pollen or both. 
Weeds can also add nutritional variety to other major 
flowering crops allowing for nutritional diversity in 
natural or agricultural systems.

Honey bees need to meet their nutritional needs for 
macro nutrients (carbohydrates, protein, fat) and micro 
nutrients (minerals, vitamins) to be able to successfully 
rear brood, which starts with nurse bees being able to 
develop their hypopharyngeal and mandibular glands 
located in their head for jelly production. In fact, nurse 
bees feed all colony members whether the queen, other 
female workers, drones, or foragers begging for a little bit 
of jelly on their return flights. 

Consequently, nurse bees are the largest consumers 
of pollen. However, not all pollen is the same in its 
nutritional value ranging in protein content from 7% to 
more than 35%. Kleinschmidt in 1976 found that honey 
bees required a minimum of 20-25% protein for brood 
rearing. Fat content can also vary largely from lower than 
2% for some eucalypts to around 20% for some Brassica 
species to which canola and mustard belong. 

Four common weed species found in South-Eastern 
Australia include capeweed (Arctotheca calendula), 
fireweed (Senecio madagascariensis), flatweed 
(Hypochaeris radicata) and dandelion (Taraxacum 
officinale) (Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Flowering plants of the Asteraceae family. Capeweed (A), 
Fireweed (B), Flatweed (C) and Dandelion (D). 

What the above ‘weeds’ have in common:
•	 Belong to the same plant family Asteraceae 

•	 Have pollen of orange colour

•	 Are of poor protein value averaging around 12-
18% 

•	 Fat value of 2.4% - 10%

•	 Produce poor to average honey yields 

•	 Produce average to good pollen amounts 

•	 Some deficiencies reported in pollen for isoleu-
cine and or valine (eg. flatweed and fireweed). 

All the above Asteraceae (daisy family) pollen types 
are orange in colour which makes it difficult to identify 
species visually, but also pretty safe to assume that 
orange pollen belongs to this family (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Asteraceae pollen collected by honeybees and stored as bee 
bread (A) capeweed, (B) fireweed, and (C) Asteraceae pollen collected 
in a pollen trap at the hive entrance. Photo credit: Rob Manning (A) 

and Stanislav Nenov (B). 

While daisies may be of poor total protein content, it 
is also the quantity of pollen that matters. However, 
honey bees will need to collect much larger quantities 
of low protein pollen to be able to meet their nutritional 
requirements, compared with a higher protein pollen 
source. But that’s not all! If a pollen is low in an essential 
nutrient such as a specific amino acid or fatty acid, 
then honey bees may not be able to consume enough 
poor quality pollen to meet their needs, regardless of 
how much is available. Especially in the absence of an 
essential nutrient, the ‘rule of thumb’ of quantity can 
make up for quality does certainly not apply. Honey bees 
have to obtain essential nutrients from their diet and 
cannot produce these from other precursors, as it can be 
the case for non-essential amino acids for example.  
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Three things to remember about pollen:
•	 Nutritional quality

•	 Abundance of pollen 

•	 Nutritional diversity to help meet essential nutri-
ent requirements

Additionally, the nutritional quality of a pollen source 
of the same species may be influenced by other 
environmental factors including soil type and the climate 
of different regions. 

An interesting note on fatty acids!
Certain fatty acids in pollen can be highly attractive to 
honey bees. This can be the case for daisies, influencing 
floral choices of honey bees. 

Some fatty acids also have antimicrobial properties. For 
example, capeweed and eucalypts are high in linoleic 
acid. Linoleic acid is highly antimicrobial and plays a 
crucial role in the fight against pathogens and disease for 
honey bees. 

“Whilst pollen of the 
daisy family tends to be 
lacking in some essential 
nutritional components, 
it is nevertheless an 
important pollen source 
for honey bees. Make sure 
you tell your community 
“Pardon the weeds, we’re 
feeding the bees!” so they 
know their value as honey 
bee fodder.”
Photo credit: https://www.
blueskybeesupply.com/
pardon-the-weeds-sign-w-
stand/
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BEEWISE
SWARM BOSS

Best swarm lure on the market
Wonderful mimic of Nasonov pheromone
Attract more bees to your swarm trap

Buy-on-line: beewise.com.au
CC Payment: Freecall 1800 233 947
Contact: bees@beewise.com.au 

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN CAGES
- Money & Time Saver

- Improves Queen acceptance
- Quick & easy to place in hive

Banking Bars  - Queen Cell Cups
Easy Fit Cell Protectors
Queen Candy

 SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’   Phone: 02 6887 2202   
 MINORE ROAD, MS6   Email: sales@beekeepers.com.au
 DUBBO   NSW   2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS
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AAppiiaarryy  ssiittee  ppeerrmmiitt  ffeeee  wwaaiivveerrss  ffoorr  FFoorreessttrryy  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  aappiiaarryy  
ssiitteess  tthhaatt  wweerree  sseevveerreellyy  ddaammaaggeedd  bbyy  tthhee  22001199--2200  bbuusshhffiirreess  

NSW DPI and Forestry Corporation are finalising arrangements for waiving apiary site permit fees for 
the 2021/2022 permit period for sites that were severely damaged in the 2019-20 bushfires. 

Invoices have recently been issued to the holders of permits for apiary sites on land managed by 
Forestry Corporation.  

Initial analysis undertaken by NSW DPI based on aerial photo analysis of sites suggests 
approximately 10-15% of all sites could have suffered severe damage where the canopy was partially 
or fully consumed by fire. Work is being undertaken to identify these sites based on the aerial 
imaging and input from NSW Environment, Energy and Science on expected recovery timeframes. 
Beekeepers hold permits for sites they believe would fit in this category should not pay their 
Forestry Corporation invoice until they have received further advice from NSW DPI (expected by the 
end of September). 

The NSW Government’s Fire Extent and Severity Mapping will be used to identify sites that are 
estimated to have been severely impacted. The holders of apiary permits for these sites will be 
issued with a new invoice that includes a fee of $0 for affected sites.  Apiarists who have already 
paid invoices for sites which are identified as eligible for a waiver will receive a refund. 

Beekeepers who hold permits for sites they believe suffered canopy loss in the 2019/2020 bushfires 
that are not identified in the analysis, or for sites which they cannot access because of damage from 
the bushfires, will be able to request a review by Forestry Corporation through BPASS.   

Details about the process to be followed will be provided to all holders of Forestry Corporation 
permits as soon as they are finalised. This is expected to occur by the end of September 2021. 

If you believe that your sites have been severely damaged you should NOT pay your Forestry 
Corporation invoice(s) for the October 2021 to September 2022 period until you are notified by 
NSW DPI of the waiver status of your sites. 

Closed Forests: In the last two weeks Forestry Corporation has reopened most of the forests which 
had been closed due to fire damage, with more being opened in coming weeks.  Forests which 
remain closed, or are open with restrictions, are listed below. A separate communication 
regarding access to these forests will be sent to beekeepers who hold sites in forests which remain 
closed. 

Any questions about the above process should be directed to the NSW DPI Apiary Sites Support 
Desk. Information will be made available on the web site and the Support Desk can be contacted by 
phone or email: 

www: https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/beekeeping-on-public-land 
email:  apiary.sites@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
phone:  +61 2 6391 3464 
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and proven in  daily use across our own 
large number of beehives.  
 

We offer a vast amount of stock  for basic equipment and  
fast delivery for your individual orders. Great discounts for  
larger quantities  guarantees commercial beekeepers the 
best value. All equipment can be custom made in your own 
design and sizes. Ask us for individual prices.  
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Assembled and wired full depth 
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stainless steel wire & inlets
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Visit us at: MyApiary.com 
Call us at: +6611  22  440088  9900663399 

BEEKEEPING 
MANAGED 
WELL

Productivity 
software custom built for 
commercial beekeepers

S M A R T E R  B E E K E E P I N G

TM
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Contact:
Geoff Lord - Procurement Manager  

m: +61 417 598 201  t: +61 3 8456 3543  
e: geoff.lord@berringa.com

Berringa Customer Service 
  t: +61 3 8456 3543  e: beekeepers@berringa.com

berringa.com

Australian Organic Honey Company Pty Ltd
24 Westside Dr, Laverton North VIC 3026, Australia

BECOME A  
BERRINGA BEEKEEPER
At Berringa, we’ve proudly supported Aussie beekeepers for 25 years and we’re always 

on the lookout for new suppliers. 

What are the advantages of being a Berringa beekeeper?

 We’re 100% Australian owned and operated
  All Berringa products are 100% Australian sourced.
  From Eucalyptus and Manuka to honeycomb and beeswax, we believe  
  Aussie honey is unbeatable.
  Based in Melbourne, the Berringa team is always on hand to answer  
  your queries.

 We’re transparent  
  All Manuka is independently tested.
  We pay our beekeepers based on independent laboratory results. Our  
  quality standards include ACO, Codex, BSafe and TGA.

 We care about our beekeepers
  Drum and IBC supply is free for our regular Manuka suppliers.
  Our dedicated procurement managers and friendly customer service team  
	 	 are	on	hand	to	offer	beekeeper	support.

Be part of a company that drives Australian honey in the international  
and domestic markets. Talk to our friendly procurement and supply team today.

As one of Australia’s largest
packers of pure Australian honey,

Superbee Honey Factory is
LOOKING FOR SUPPLIERS

to support our increasing demand
for Australian Honey

CONTACT US TO REQUEST A QUOTE OR 
BOOK A DELIVERY
PH: 02 6851 1155 

BEN SMITH EMAIL: ben@superbee.com.au

PAYMENT IN 14 DAYS OR LESS

Bee Wonderful PTY LTD
ABN. 37 113 160 571

Cnr Newell Hwy &
Landrace Rd

FORBES NSW 2871
PH: 02 6851 1155

www.superbee.com.au
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Technical Specialist, Honey Bees Report

Elizabeth Frost

Technical Specialist, Honey Bees 
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Help Plan Bee build your national genetic 
improvement program

The National Honey Bee Genetic Improvement 
Program (Plan Bee) seeks feedback from industry 
on the most important traits in honey bee selection 
and how genetic improvement can best support 
individual beekeepers and breeders. 

Please complete this five 
minute survey to help 
guide this program. You 
can take the survey by 
either scanning the QR 
Code below or going to 
survey writer Dr. Nadine 
Chapman’s (University of 
Sydney) weblink: https://

redcap.sydney.edu.au/surveys/?s=TLMEYAP9NL

The Plan Bee Beekeeper Survey is now open 
and we’d like to ask for your support in sharing the 
survey link with your fellow beekeepers as well 
as completing the survey yourself. Plan Bee is 
industry-led and so the more responses we get, the 
better the overall outcomes of the program will be 
for the entire industry. 
 
Other than reminding us of the importance of 
modern genetic practices, surveys are a crucial 
tool to help us understand what is important to 
beekeepers. For example, the selection traits that 
Plan Bee has focused on have been determined 
based on what has been shared in previous editions 
of surveys. More info on the most recent survey 
here: https://agrifutures.com.au/news/beekeepers-
back-genetic-improvement-to-boost-honey-bee-
industry-performance/

Thank you so much for sharing a link to your survey 
with your networks, in your own communications 
channels or on social media. 

Plan Bee Selection Manual published
The Plan Bee Selection Manual is now available 
free for download at AgriFutures Australia: 
www.agrifutures.com.au/product/plan-bee-breeding-
manual/   

This manual has been developed in consultation 
with industry through surveys, interviews, and 
workshops. It is the culmination of all this feedback. 
The manual will be a ‘living document’ in that it 
will be updated to reflect feedback from those 
participating in the program and lessons that the 
project team learns from working with the diversity 
of queen breeders and beekeepers. Authors Dr. 
Nadine Chapman and myself would love to hear 
your feedback as you use the Plan Bee Selection 
Manual in your queen breeding this season. As my 
first bee boss Sue Cobey said after reading through 
the manual, “queen breeding isn’t rocket science, 
it’s hard work over a long period of time.” Let’s get 
to work!

Plan Bee (National Honey Bee Genetic 
Improvement Program) is supported by funding 
from the Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part 
of its Rural Research and Development for Profit 
program.







Introducing
BETTER BEETLE 
MANAGEMENT 
TECHNOLOGY
from Nuplas

Having trouble  
with Small Hive 
Beetle hiding in your 
plastic frames? 

Nuplas Apiarist Supplies  

has the solution with our  

new BBM Frames, using  

our specialised Better Beetle 

Management Technology.  

With over 400 extra cells 

moulded into the perimeter  

wall of the frame, your bees  

can store honey and keep  

the pesky beetle out of those 

tricky hiding places. 

Our constant drive to be 

innovative in everything  

we do, is just another way  

we listen to our customers  

and help you to maximize  

your honey production.

nuplasapiaristsupplies.com.au

OUTER  
FRAME CELLS
Allows bees to access  
cells and chase out  
the beetle leaving  
them nowhere to hide,  
as well as store honey UNIQUE  

SAW TOOTH  
DESIGN
Provides extra  
stability and prevents  
frame from slipping  
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SMALL HIVE BEETLE.
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 Full Depth Plastic Frame  
and Foundation
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with Plastic Foundation
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Plastic Foundation
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FOR AUSSIE HONEY

DRONE  
SIZE CELLS
Produce drones  

on demand  
with easily  
identifiable  

green colour
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Tocal College Beekeeper training 

J21-057

Tocal College trainers are passionate about helping beekeepers at all levels 
to grow in their knowledge of bees and improve their beekeeping practice 
for healthier bees and better quality honey and hive products.  
Course Upcoming date
Beginning in Bees 2 & 3 September
Spring Management 11 & 12 September
Honey Bee Biosecurity 28 & 29 September
Australian Native Bees 2 October
Beginning in Bees 5 & 6 October
Rear Queen Bees 19 & 20 October
Honey Bee Biosecurity 4 & 5 November

All training is accredited. Go to our website for more  
information about our courses and to apply online.

www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/bees

They know me.  
They know my farm.  

That’s why I’m  
insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your 
business and how it operates. Because when we get to  
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from 
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).



BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER 
REPORT

Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320
Ph: 02 4939 8946  Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the 
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia 
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.

The vital importance of brood work.
It is often said that the brood box is the motor that runs 
your honey pump. It follows on from there that the 
better maintained a brood box is the better that hive will 
ultimately perform. Properly undertaken brood work 
takes time, so it is vitally important that you prioritise 
time in your schedule to do it instead of putting it off.

These day’s qualified beekeepers often have high 
numbers of hives and so it is even more important to 
prioritise brood work. 

A number of medium to largish operators took big 
numbers of hives to the almonds this season that 
consistently contained low numbers of bees (some 
averaged only 2-3 frames of bees). As a beekeeper you 
are currently only as good as your worst load of bees, 
so these operators have a lot of hard work (and soul 
searching) ahead of them this year to get their bees back 
into shape. 

I also heard of other operators who took great bees into 
the almonds and every hive was paid for (including the 
“extras” that they took along) and some even received 
a hive bonus for consistently good bees. They probably 
started their almond preparations early in the new-year by 
building bees on good pollen and not running them into 
the ground asking too much of them on the Grey Box/
Mugga late in the season. 

For all successful beekeepers the aim is ALWAYS quality 
(of each colony) over quantity (total hive numbers), 
because good bees in spring results in great bees for the 
season (unless you then have a run of bad luck or do 
everything wrong). 

The fixation by some operators on running large 
numbers of hives often results in insufficient work and 
management time spent on each hive (unless they have 
adequate qualified staffing levels), so ultimately by 
almond time their bees may not be worth much. Just as 
importantly putting weak bees on a pollination job is 
not fair on the farmer (who is expecting a good job and 
pollination result), increases the biosecurity risk for all 
other operators (whose strong bees may rob the weak 
loads) and is one of the factors keeping the almond 
pollination price lower than it should be for good bees. 

A neglected brood box and insufficient bees made this hive unsuitable 
to have been on almond pollination. You have to wonder why it was 

even on the truck!

To have quality bees you need to regularly get into the 
brood box and look, have knowledgeable people looking 
and try to minimise nutritional and locational stresses on 
the hive. 

The management of a brood box achieves;
• reduction in all brood diseases
• reduced incidence of and impacts from poor 

quality queens/drone layers
• increased brood laying ability, more free space and 

cleaner combs
• reduction in swarming
• increased population of bees in the hive
• increased honey production
• higher income generation per hive.

For the beekeeper this means that spending time and 
money on managing your brood box makes economic 
sense, and to neglect this work will cost you money. The 
aim of a business is to make a profit, so don’t neglect 
priority work that can increase your profitability.

With spring here it is now an extremely important time 
for all beekeepers to be getting right into their brood 
boxes to do this very important hive management. You 
should thoroughly inspect all frames in the brood box 
(shake the bees off first) and at the very least be looking 
to replace 2 or 3 older brood combs in each with either 
new wax foundation or pre-drawn wax coated plastic 
foundation. 
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Every beekeeper has a different opinion on which type 
of frame is best, so here are some pros and cons of the 3 
main types used;

Wired frames with beeswax foundations – can be the 
most expensive but often also the most attractive for the 
bees to draw out when introduced directly into the brood 
box. They may have the lowest available space for laying 
brood if the front and bottom of the wax foundation gets 
chewed out. It can often be harder to see queen cells 
hidden in the bottom of the comb (where it can also be 
very messy and with a lot of drone brood etc.) so shaking 
the bees off is very important. The foundation can often 
get chewed out by bees, mice and is the least resistant to 
wax moth attack plus may melt and warp. When undrawn 
they may be fragile during transportation (especially in 
extremes of temperature). For cheaper quality frames the 
wire can be less rigid and stretch, but on the upside they 
are also the easiest to burn or melt down and could be 
irradiated many times.

Timber frame and plastic foundation- these are 
often the medium price point and do need wax applied 
(additional time and wax cost), but the flat foundation 
can be run through an automated waxing machine which 
saves a lot of time. It is the most rigid frame and can have 
very high area for brood laying (if drawn out properly in 
the honey box first) and be scraped back to foundation 
(or pressure washed) and reused. Compared to wired-
wax foundation frame they are often not as well drawn 
out if the new frame is placed directly in a brood box. 
Generally it is easiest for chasing and squashing beetles 
(less places for them to hide) and suffers less damage by 
wax moth, mice and bees. Having a plastic component 
it is harder to dispose of or burn, but can generally 
withstand 3-4 irradiations before plastic foundation starts 
to lose structural integrity.

Full plastic frame- often the lowest priced frame, needs 
wax applied (additional time and wax cost) and the 
foundation cannot be run through automated waxing 
machine so must be applied manually (or frames bought 
pre-waxed at a higher cost). Full plastics are not always 
a very rigid frame and can flex a lot and are “slippery” in 
the box and during uncapping/extraction. They can have 
very high area for brood laying (if drawn out properly in 
the honey box first) and be scraped back to foundation 
(or pressure washed) and reused. Compared to wired-wax 
foundation frame they are often not as well drawn out if 
the new frame is placed directly in a brood box. They are 
the hardest for chasing and squashing beetles as there are 
many places for them to hide and spotting them is harder 
when made out of black plastic (the most commonly 
supplied colour). They suffer less damage by wax moth, 
mice and bees but are harder to dispose of or burn. They 
can generally withstand 3-4 irradiations before end lugs 
and foundation starting to lose structural integrity.

As you can see there are many strong and weak points 
for each different style of frame, so the frame that you 
choose is whatever you feel suits you best. When it 
comes to new foundation frame selection the single 
most important thing is that you do regularly use them 
to replace the older brood frames, and you go through 
your brood box regularly to assess frames, bee health and 
strength.

As brood frames age the amount of stored pollen (that 
may never get used) increases, which will just sit there 
taking up space. This stored pollen will only get used if 
there is inadequate amounts of fresh pollen coming in, so 
for most operators this old pollen becomes a drawback in 
spring when they are working good quality fresh pollen 
sources. This situation is particularly demonstrated with 
good bees on canola, where it is vitally important that 
you work your brood box regularly (every 7-10 days once 
they get going). Without adequate available space in the 
brood box they will swarm, even if they have plenty of 
room above the excluder to store honey, so if you want 
good bees for the season then work your brood box 
regularly.  

This frame offered little space for laying brood this spring. Tight bees 
head for the trees!

This frame was fully drawn and laid out in hardly more than a week. 
Note the bottom front area of wax foundation that bees often chew out. 

Regularly working your brood nest and rotating out 
old combs can also greatly reduce your chances of an 
AFB outbreak occurring from a previous robbing event 
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APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231

Honey Wanted
We Look For:
100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity
Packed in IBCs

Call:0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie

Auburn NSW 2144

(where bees had stored contaminated honey around the 
brood nest). AFB spores will happily sit in old honey for 
decades and still burst back into life if fed to a young 
larval bee, so you should always look at brood frames 
full of old honey as a potential biosecurity threat to you. 
There may be no AFB spores in that old honey, or there 
could be BILLIONS, so get rid of that honey as soon as 
you can in spring and get a new clean work space into the 
brood box. Removing these old honey combs has averted 
many AFB outbreaks from ever occurring, so by making 
it part of your seasonal management you will have better 
bees.

I have often observed that weak to medium strength 
colonies prefer drawing and laying out new wax 
foundation over moving back into old brood combs that 
they retreated from over winter. Sometimes these 
old brood combs seem to act as a barrier for their 
expansion (perhaps too much mould or work to 
clean them up), so by getting a new foundation in 
between them and the edge of their brood nest you 
can often coax weaker colonies to start laying more 
brood. If there is no nectar flow when this is done 
then light sugar syrup feeding may need to be used 
(sparingly), however for many areas there is always 
something good happening that means that syrup is 
not required.

There are beekeepers out there that rarely replace 
old combs in their brood boxes because they believe 
it is either “too expensive” or feel that queens 
prefer laying in older combs (weaker failing queens 
definitely do). The facts do not support their theory. 
Over time they will end up with smaller bees that 
were reared in smaller brood cells, due to successive 
layers of cocoons from previous generations. The 
cost of a new comb can often mostly be covered 
by any honey recovered from old frames that were 
removed, and the increased numbers of fat bees 

produced from those new foundation will kick-start 
that colony and enable more honey to be produced 
than the colony otherwise may have.

I have frequently observed on DPI apiary operations 
that problem beekeepers had very few (or any) 
newer frames in their brood nests, which definitely 
indicates a trend. 

Don’t expect much (good things) out of your bees if you keep them in 
this!

If you manage your brood nest well then you 
will have better overall bees, so if you don’t have 
enough time to manage those brood nests properly 
then you are probably running too many hives and 
also not getting nearly enough out of every hive as 
you possibly could. Quality over quantity is very 
important, so to increase the profitability of your 
business you should aim to run better bees that 
generate more income per hive (perhaps same yearly 
revenue but with 60-70% of the hives you used 
to run). Better bees also pose less of a biosecurity 
threat to others than weak colonies, so by keeping 
good colonies you are doing your bit to help reduce 
disease occurrence throughout the industry.
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A tough and ready new identity for a ruggedly reliable 
Australian pressure cleaner

You’d be hard pressed to find a workshop, factory, farm or mine site in Australia that hasn’t been 
cleaned by a SPITWATER pressure cleaner over the last 39 years. 

A series of innovations and new products coupled with a new visual identity and marketing campaign 
is keeping the ruggedly reliable SPITWATER, and the teams that live and breathe the brand, fully 
focused.

SPITWATER distributors in Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth and Sydney and dealers Australia-
wide are proudly promoting a new look logo, colour scheme and brand promise on their buildings, 
vehicles and, indeed, the SPITWATER pressure cleaners themselves.

“It’s been some decades since we’ve updated the brand.  We are doing it now because we want to 
create a new and exciting future for the next generation,” says Prue Martinotti, General Manager of 
the Spitwater Australia factory in Albury, NSW.

The new branding is being launched with marketing campaigns celebrating the ‘Same rugged 
reliability. Brand new look and just how “Tough + Ready” a SPITWATER is to do the dirty work.

SPITWATER is an enduring manufacturing success story in Australia, where most competitor 
products are produced offshore and made with global markets in mind.

SPITWATER’s Australian-ness is central to its values. Being an owner of a SPITWATER is being a 
customer for life. Innovation suggestions are taken from customers, ensuring that the company builds 
resolutely to get the job done for Australian industry.

The SPITWATER factory is undergoing a rebrand too and name going forward will be OTTICO 
Equipment, a blend of the founders’ family name ‘Martinotti’ and the word ‘company’, representing 
the innovative culture originally created by the Martinottis and continually shaped by the collaborators 
and contributors that have made SPITWATER what it is today. 

The new OTTICO Equipment name creates a distinct identity for the factory so it can broaden 
its product scope and develop its other brands, the likes of JETFIRE space heaters, VACSTORM 
vacuum cleaners and so on, whilst still innovating and improving the jewel in the crown, SPITWATER.

Of pride is the number of small Australian family businesses built on the back of a SPITWATER. 
Seeing the likes of roof cleaners, rural contractors and even bee keepers start successful family 
enterprises using something originally created in Albury is particularly rewarding for everyone 
involved.

Even with the brand changes and innovations, the core of SPITWATER remains unchanged. Same 
owners and the same teams, producing the same ruggedly reliable quality Australian manufactured 
products and solutions.
[END]
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HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT  

Filling Lines 
Fast and accurate 

Honey Machines 
Our range is world class 
 

Medium Systems 
100-200 boxes per day  
 

Small Systems 
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WANTED
Articles on what your branch has been doing

Upcoming meetings or events

Articles you would like to see published

Photosgraphs for the cover

Email to honeybeenews@icloud.com

Branch Meeting Dates
Sydney Metro
First Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm at Chifley 
College Bidwell Campus, Daniels Road, Bidwell.

Central Tablelands
January - third Tuesday 
April - third Tuesday 
July - third Tuesday 
October - third Tuesday 

Riverina
Our meeting dates are usually in the first week of 
February, May, August, and November each year.
Lately our meetings have been held alternatively 
between Wagga Wagga and Griffith.

Usually on the first Monday, when held in Wagga 
Wagga and on the first Thursday, when held in 
Griffith.

The venues change to suit availability.

North Coast
Meetings are generally held on the fourth Friday 
of every second month from February onwards 
(excluding December).

For Sale
240 double ten frame hives 

on pallets.
 

Currently located in Central 
Western NSW. 

Phone 0427721605

North Coast Branch Report
Our branch has not had any meetings lately due to 
the current restrictions. 

In July, however we held a very successful Pests & 
Diseases course, conducted by Mark Page and Rod 
Bourke from NSW DPI, with 45 participants.

Steve Fuller
North Coast Branch President
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Vale
It is with great sadness, I write to advise our members of 
the passing of QBA Life Member Alf Rosser. Alf joined 
the Queensland Beekeepers Association in 1965, later 
awarded with the prestigious honour of being inducted 
as a Life Member of the QBA in 1993, for his extensive 
contributions to our organisation. 

Those members who have been with our association 
for some time will have fond memories of Alf, and the 
significant contributions he made to the QBA and greater 
industry during his time as a member of our organisation. 

Trevor Weatherhead has kindly prepared a written tribute, 
acknowledging Alf’s involvement with our organisation. 
We would like to express our thanks to Trevor for putting 
this fitting tribute together.

Alf was a life member of the Queensland Beekeepers 
Association (QBA), was president for 3 years from 1973 
to 1975 inclusive, was Secretary of the Brisbane Branch 
from 1970 to 1978 and again in 1982 and commenced 
a period as the Branch President in 1983 for at least 3 
years.

Alf came from a beekeeping family. His father John, a 
First World War veteran, was a commercial beekeeper 
base at Benowa on the Gold Coast, long before the 
development took place. John looked after the hives of 
Tim Smith when he went to the Second World War and 
the money from the sale of the honey was put into a bank 
account for Tim to use when he came back from the war. 
Alf’s mother came from the Stephens family of the Albert 
River who were also beekeepers.

When Alf was a child his family used to move from 
Benowa up to the head of the Albert River in late spring 
and summer to work the flora in that area.

His bother John, also known as Jack so as not to confuse 
him with his father, was a beekeeper also based on the 
Gold Coast. Jack used to supply the tea tree honey sold at 

the Ekka for many years. Jack was also associated with 
the establishment of the Gold Coast Amateur Beekeepers 
Society after he ran a beekeeping course at the Gold 
Coast TAFE in 1979.

Alf was well educated having an Agricultural degree 
from the University and was always willing to share his 
beekeeping knowledge.

From 1951 to 1972 when the QBA Honey Court was 
in the Fine Arts Pavilion at the Brisbane Show (Ekka) 
Alf was very active and was involved in the live bee 
demonstrations.

On a personal note I purchased my first bee loader from 
Alf in the 1980’s when he was based at Kingston. This 
was a boom type loader which was different to the Rosser 
loader that many beekeepers had on their trucks. It had 
two arms, one on either side of the truck, which were 
used to load and unload hives. This did away with the 
hand loading of bee hives. Alf also made other equipment 
such as hive barrows.

Many will have other memories and stories about Alf and 
I am sure they will come to the fore at the next Brisbane 
Branch meeting.

As can be seen Alf was a big contributor to the QBA and 
our industry. 

Vale Alf Rosser.

Alf’s funeral service was held Monday the 23rd August 
2021.

On behalf of the QBA Management Committee and our 
members, I would like to extend our sincere condolences 
to Alf’s family and friends at this very sad time.

Kind regards,
 
Jo Martin
State Secretary
Queensland Beekeepers’ Association Inc. 
 

Cover Photos

Do you have a bee related photograph 
that you would like to see on the cover of 

Australia’s Honeybee News?

Email it to 
honeybeenews@icloud.com

New Members
Derek Seam
Peter Chatzi

Noel Gogerly
Craig Hargreaves

Robert Butler
Angus watt





HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
Col & Linda Wilson   PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI  NSW  2327   Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FRAMES Mahurangi NZ

Premium Quality
For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES 

WEATHERTEX Lids & Bottom   
Boards

QUEEN EXCLUDERS

FRAME FEEDERS

QUEEN CELLS

 WAX
We can mill to the thickness 

you require
Have your own wax milled or 
exchanged for foundation in 

stock

DRONE COMB FOUNDATION 
available

Wax bought or exchanged for 
bee goods

PLASTIC
The Best Plastic Foundation 

You Can Buy
Dominates Sales in

 USA and CANADA
Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal

Full PLASTIC FRAMES
available

AFB
TEST KITS

Quick and easy to use 
Results in just 3 minutes 

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

NOZEVIT
HIVES CAN BE TREATED FOR LESS THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the 
Spring, and will winter extremely well when 

their intestinal integrity is intact.  By using all 
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal 

cleansing for internal ailments.

 i.e nosema

FOUNDATION

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Email: honeybee100@skymesh.com.au

Phone: 02 4930 4950
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PLASTIC 
FOUNDATION 
WAX APPLICATOR
Variable speed adjustment (Max 160rpm)
12v DC motor and gearbox
Thermostatically controlled Wax warmer
2 models to choose from 
   ◊ Skeleton (Frame and rollers only) $599
   ◊ Complete Setup - $1499 

Call Marcus on 0410 585 470
Email: sales@ingahoney.com

Locally made by a beekeeper for beekeepers
No more rollers, brushes or dipping by hand

15 
SHEETS 

PER MINUTE

22g
OF WAX 

PER SHEET

WWW.INGAHONEY.COM

INGA HONEY - half page AD FINAL.indd   1INGA HONEY - half page AD FINAL.indd   1 19/07/2021   11:42:55 AM19/07/2021   11:42:55 AM
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Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

                     Suits medium to large trucks
· Manufactured in Australia
· Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling
· Boom brake system – ease of under-supering and requeening
· Split boom for load positioning 
· 6 Different models – remote control option
· Lifting capacity up to 500kg
· Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space
· Fully self contained and low maintenance
· One man operation with controls at the load
· Special range of attachments 

All enquiries please contact Mark 
SALES | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6686 9736 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com  |   mail@ezyloader.com

2/48 Piper Drive Ballina NSW 2478

100% Australian family owned 
Family beekeepers since the
1880’s
Caring about bees, beekeepers,
nature and families
Putting people before profits to
build a better beekeeping legacy
Treating others like we’d like to
be treated to make a difference
for food security

beechworthhoney.com.au

100% Australian Honey....Always!

To make your honey or beeswax make
more of a difference contact Steven

Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or
beekeeper@beechworthhoney.com.au

Honey Joys

INGREDIENTS
90g butter or margarine
1/3 cup sugar
1 tablespoon honey
4 cups Corn Flakes 

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 150°C. 
2. Line 24 hole patty pan with paper cases. 
3. Melt butter, sugar and honey together in a 
saucepan until frothy. 
4. Add Kellogg’s® Corn Flakes and mix well. 
5. Working quickly spoon into paper patty cases. 
6. Bake in a slow oven 150°C for 10 minutes. 
7. Cool.
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POLLEN
100% PURE 

NATURAL POLLEN
Just as the bees collect it 

for themselves!
We have irradiated pollen 

as per AQIS standard
Just the right thing to 
get a broodnest started 

for almond pollination

Pollen available in 5kgs bags

Contact: Browns Bees Australia
Terry Brown  Ph: 02 6886 1448
Email: brownsbees@gmail.com

1 x 5 kg bag     $16/kg
4 x 5kg bags 1 Box  $14/kg
20 x 5kg bags 5 Boxes $13/kg

Plus freight

TURBO FRAME CLEANERS

Frame cleaner + Hot Wash packages 
on special now!

(available until end November 2019)

Keep putting of the messy and thankless task of cleaning hive frames?
Welcome to the new innovative Powershot Turbo Frame Cleaner, giving you a comparative, mess free 
and quick solution for cleaning frames. No need to pre-soak or steam frames prior to cleaning These 
units are also adjustable to take the 3 sizes of plastic frames making it suitable for all users.

Obtain exceptional results for very little effort with these frame cleaners. Testing has proven 95% or better
cleaning result even on the most difficult frames.

New 

Innovation!

www.powershot.co.nz

Model Description Min. Pressure Req. Min. Volume Req. Max. Temp.
PS1000FC Single Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 11L/pm 60o

PS2000FC Double Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 19L/pm 60o

Before... After...

Check 

Out These 

Results!

Buy now for the season - Call Andrew on 0400 259 646 Email: sales@powerblast.com.au

H W - 1 2 1 1

HIGH-PRESSURE WASHERS 
- HOT WATER

HW1211++



  

Please circle YES/NO to the following: 

1. The AHBIC newsletter lists contributors 
i. Publish your name       YES  /  NO 

ii. Publish the contribution amount      YES  /  NO 
2. I would like to receive a copy of the monthly newsletter    YES  /  NO 

 
Please note all contributors will be emailed a receipt 

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC. 
ABN 63 939 614 424 
PO Box 42, Jamison Centre, Macquarie ACT 2614 
ahbic@honeybee.org.au 
Ph: 0402 467 780 
www.honeybee.org.au 

                                
Friends of AHBIC Voluntary Contribution Form 

Supporting Australia’s national beekeeping industry with a voluntary contribution 
 

Please complete this form and return by email to ahbic@honeybee.org.au or PO Box 42 Jamison Centre, Macquarie ACT 2614 
 

Friend Category Investment Friend Category Investment 
   Platinum Plus $60,000 & above    Silver $1,000 - $1,999 
   Platinum $20,000 - $59,999    Bronze  $500 - $999 
   Gold Plus $5,000 - $19,999    Copper $100 - $499 
   Gold $2,000 - $4,999    Other $0 - $99 

 
 

Contribution Details 
 

                Name:    …………………………………………………................................................................................…….............................. 
 

                Address: …………………………….........…......................................................................................……….............................. 
 
  …………………………………………………………………………State……..……..………Postcode…………….…....…................... 
  
               Email: (Please PRINT clearly)....................................................................................................................................... 
 
               Phone:   ................................................................................................  Date:  .......................................................... 
 
 
 
 

 Payment Method 
 

Amount: $................. 
 

1. EFT Deposit (preferred payment method)  
Account Name:  Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc  
Bank:  Bendigo Bank 
BSB:   633 000  
Account No: 150 976 405 
Reference: Please include your NAME as the reference         

 
2. CHEQUE:  Please post cheque with this form to PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614   

 
3. CREDIT CARD: Online at https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/   

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your contribution is gratefully appreciated, thank you. 
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AUSTRALIAN  HONEY  BEE  INDUSTRY  
COUNCIL  INC  (AHBIC) 

UPDATE
Full newsletter available from http://honeybee.org.au

NEWS FROM THE CHAIR, Trevor Weatherhead AM
 1. As I write this most hives will have been removed 
from the almond pollination. Another successful year. 
The National Working Group that met regularly to 
make sure that beekeepers were able to get their hives 
in and out of the almonds without having to quarantine 
has functioned well. It consists of representatives 
from the State beekeeping associations, AHBIC, 
State Department representatives, Almond Board of 
Australia and brokers. 
I would like to thank all those who participated in the 
working group. A good example of how our industry 
can achieve things when we all work together.
I am sure that those beekeepers who took hives to 
the almonds would say thanks to those who put in the 
effort to make sure that all went well. 

2. With the Proof of Freedom stage being achieved 
in the National Varroa Mite Eradication Program 
(NVMEP) it meant that collecting and examination of 
rainbow bee eater pellets would not be carried out 
anymore. As explained further in this newsletter this 
is a very valuable tool in checking for the presence of 
Asian bees who may be carrying Varroa. 
AHBIC consulted with Plant Health Australia (PHA) 
about whether a variation to the contract with the 
Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 
(QDAF) was possible so that the collection and 
examination of rainbow bee eater pellets could 
continue as part of the National Bee Pest Surveillance 
Program (NBPSP). I am pleased to report that this 
has been achieved and as well as the collection and 
examination of the pellets there will also be ballooning 
to check for the presence of Asian bee drones. 
AHBIC thanks PHA and QDAF for making this work. 

3. There are a lot of reports around about how our 
beekeeping industry is aging. Is this the case? 
In the rounds of conferences that I was able to 
attend it was pleasing to see the number of younger 
beekeepers present. I wonder if the way statistics 
are collected do not really reflect the current age of 
our industry. Think about it. If there is a father and 
sons/s beekeeping operation usually the age of the 
beekeeper is the father. So naturally the figures show 
up an older population. The question is how do we 
collect data that also reflects these situations where 
the business will be carried on by the son/s? 

4. A report has gone out to the AHBIC Council 
members and secretaries of the AHBIC member 
bodies on consultation on the “Final Report of the 
Independent Review of the Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Regulatory System in Australia”. Steve 
Targett and I took part. Unfortunately only two (2) reps 

from AHBIC were allowed. We raised several issues 
which will need to be followed up on. The correct use 
and labelling of chemicals is a continuing task that 
AHBIC has to undertake.

NOTE FROM CEO, Helen Goodall 
AHBIC invests considerable resources into managing 
the levy income on behalf of industry to fund honey 
bee research, biosecurity and honey residue testing. 
Biosecurity is one of the priorities for AHBIC and we 
continue to work at a national level to protect the 
Australian honey bee industry. So much of the work 
happens behind the scenes and we often do not see 
the results. However, please see an update from the 
Chair, Trevor Weatherhead on the National Varroa 
Mite Eradication Program on page 6. Biosecurity is 
everyone’s responsibly, so pleased be reminded that 
the Biosecurity Beekeepers online course is a free 
course for all beekeepers. The Biosecurity Beekeepers 
course is delivered by Plant Health Australia through 
funding from state and territory governments and 
AHBIC. https://beeaware.org.au/training/ 

Following several news articles reporting deaths of bee 
colonies in New Zealand and the cause of death not 
being identified, AHBIC was quick to contact the Head 
of Biosecurity, Andrew Tongue at the Department of 
Agriculture, Water and Environment. We outlined our 
concerns and requested immediate action as it was a 
potential biosecurity risk to our beekeeping industry in 
Australia. There have been several updates and as of 
the 16 August 2021 Andrew Tongue has confirmed: the 
most recent discussions with New Zealand’s Ministry 
for Primary Industries (MPI) was that the recent colony 
losses were varroa and pesticide-related; there is no 
indication of a new or emerging threat. When MPI 
receives notification of significant losses, these are 
investigated to a point of diagnosis. MPI also conducts 
routine surveillance and research as part of their 
ongoing biosecurity activities.

As is well known the Australian Manuka Honey 
Association (AMHA) is currently in a legal battle with 
New Zealand to maintain the right for Australia to 
continue to use the term ‘manuka’. AHBIC have kept 
updated on the situation and supported the AMHA 
as required. For your information the most recent 
occurrence is the Manuka Honey Appellation Society 
(MHAS) in New Zealand has appealed the Intellectual 
Property granted to an individual beekeeper in 
Australia for use of the word ‘manuka’. This now 
requires the individual beekeeper to fight this appeal. 
Further updates will be provided on how this can be 
supported.
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CATCH THE BUZZ 
HONEY BEE NOSEMA 
PARASITE HIJACKS 

IRON

New studies show that Nosema ceranae hijacks the 
pollinator’s iron, diverting it to the parasite’s own 

needs.

Parasite Hijacks Iron in Honey Bees

BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND, February 
18, 2021—An Agricultural Research Service 
entomologist has discovered the Nosema 
ceranae parasite that causes major problems and 
death in honey bees works by hijacking its host’s 
iron for itself.

Iron is as essential a micronutrient for honey bees 
as it is for people. Honey bees usually get enough 
to meet their needs from their flower pollen diet. 
They use iron in their immune system and for 
reproduction and development. As does Nosema 
ceranae.

“In a number of mammal species, there is an iron 
tug-of-war between host and pathogen that is part of 
the central battlefield that determines the outcome of 
an infection. But this has not been explored before 
in honey bees and not with Nosema,” explained 
entomologist Yan Ping “Judy” Chen. She is with 
the ARS Bee Research Laboratory in Beltsville, 
Maryland.

When Chen tracked iron in N. ceranae-infected 
honey bees, she found iron is also a part of the honey 
bee’s physiological struggle with the parasite, as it is 
in the mammalian system.

If honey bees lose the battle of infection with N. 
ceranae, the gut parasite begins to hijack the iron in 
the flower pollen that the honey bee has eaten before 
the bee can absorb it, diverting the iron into its own 
spore reproduction.

How the N. ceranae does that involves a protein 
called transferrin that, in honey bees, is responsible 
for binding and transporting iron from pollen out of 
the gut and throughout the bee. N. ceranae uses the 
honey bee’s transferrin to divert the iron to its own 
use, causing the honey bee to produce more and 
more transferrin as the bee’s system becomes more 
and more starved for iron.

“This only results in greater iron deficiency for the 
honey bee as the increasing transferrin level just 
gives the N. ceranae the opportunity to scavenge 
even more iron from the bee host for its own 
proliferation and survival,” Chen said.

She further found that reducing transferrin 
production was accompanied by reduced iron loss 
and improved immune function and improving 
survival of N. ceranae-infected bees.

Since there is no truly effective treatment for N. 
ceranae, this study suggests a welcome possibility 
for a new treatment that might be based on 
regulating iron or the synthesis of transferrin, Chen 
added. This will be of interest for beekeepers, 
researchers, and policymakers worldwide.

1. ceraneais one of the major parasite problems 
causing beekeepers’ colony losses today. It is a 
microsporidia, a member of a group of single-celled 
parasites closely related to fungi. Originally, N. 
ceranaewas a parasite only of Asian honey bees 
(Apis cerana). But in the late 1990s, it jumped 
species to the European honey bees (Apis mellifera) 
that we have in this country.

This research was published in Plos Pathogen.

Do you have a favourite 
Honey recipe?

Would you like to share itin 
Australia’s Honeybee News?

Email the Editor
 honeybeenews@icloud.com



Could this be happening to your beehives?

Irradiation Eliminates:Your bees are calling out to you!
Steritech has been providing Gamma

Irradiation to the beekeeping industry for

many years.  In fact, the irradiation of bee

equipment was pioneered in Australia!

Whether our service is used to eliminate

current contamination or is used as a

preventative measure,

Steritech is always happy

to help our beekeepers.

From beehives to medical

applications, Steritech

is there for you.

Steritech is a proud

member of the NSWAA

wwwwww..sstteerriitteecchh..ccoomm..aauu

STERITECH NSW

Jamie Crighton

National Business Development Manager

Tel: 02 8785 4400

Email: jcrighton@steritech.com.au

STERITECH QLD

Glenn Robertson

QLD General Manager

Tel: 07 3293 1566

Email: grobertson@steritech.com.au

STERITECH VIC

Raymond Bryden

VIC Sales Executive

Tel: 03 8726 5566

Email: rbryden@steritech.com.au

Is sterilisation a key step in your production process?
Gamma Irradiation provides the most effective sterilisation solution for
manufacturers of medicinal honey products.

Sterilisation ensures a quality product that meets all regulatory and business
requirements.

Steritech has been a provider of Gamma Irradiation services to the medicinal
honey industry for many years. Using our expertise and knowledge we can
assist you with your sterilisation requirements.

YOU CAN RELY ON IRRADIATION – YOU CAN RELY ON STERITECH

Disease in bee equipment can be a major problem
if left untreated.

The devastating effect diseases such as American
and European Foulbrood can cause is a constant
concern for beekeepers.

Treatment using Gamma Irradiation is a well
established and proven method for eliminating
pathogens from bee equipment and killing all
forms of insect and pest contamination.

Irradiation also assists with increasing honey yield.

Innovation is driven from ideas
The concept of using irradiation in the beekeeping industry
all started with an idea on how to do things a bit differently.

We are constantly trying to develop ways to utilise our
processes to help your industry in lots of new ways.

But without your ideas and input, gamma irradiation would not
be where it is today.

Come and share your thoughts and ideas
with us.  You could hold the key to
developing a new application that could
alter the beekeeping industry forever.

Please contact us about any inspirational ideas you have
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Ezyloader      40
Giordan      17
Honey Wanted     31 
Hummerbee Forklifts      9
Hunter Valley Apiaries     38
Inga Honey Co.     39
Jz’s Bz’s Queen Cages             14
Lyson Beekeeping Supplies              8
MyApiary      19
NUPLAS - Plastic Hives       24/25
Power Shot                                 41
Riverina Beekeeping Supplies  16
SCHÜTZ       48
Simons Boiler Co                          6
Spitwater        33
Steritech Pty Ltd     45
Superbee       20
Ten4 Avant Hire                2
Top Bait Plus     19
WFI Insurance     28

BEEKEEPING JOURNALS

AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL
For beekeeping information read 

The American Bee Journal
Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, 

including questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00

Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted

For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2nd Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660

Email: abj@dadant.com 
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com

The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE
The Magazine of American Beekeeping

Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas

For more information and a free sample copy 
Contact:  The Editor  

PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE BUZZ! 
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $100.00)
For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA 
PO Box 326 Mt Compass SA 5290

Ph; 0419 982 102
Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney   

Email: editor@beekeepers.asn.au

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc. - www.

nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions:   Pauline Downie

PO Box 25207  Wellington  6146  New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254    

Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising:   Certa Solutions

PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515

Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz
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PROUDLY
AUSSIE
MADE
& OWNED

100% AUSSIE HONEY

Proud supporter of 
100% Australian Honey

Capilano: Australian owned and 
operated, since 1953.
Capilano is owned by a wholly Australian 
company, Hive + Wellness Australia that is 
proudly headquartered in Richlands, QLD.
The honey used in Capilano products is 
supplied by over 800 Australian beekeepers 
and is packed and marketed by around 150 
hardworking Australian locals across three 
sites in Richlands, QLD, Maryborough, VIC, and 
Bayswater, WA.
Hive + Wellness Australia is committed to 
innovation and quality in Australian bee 
products. We are equally dedicated to 
protecting and fostering the growth of the 
Australian Apicultural industry and your family’s 
hardworking beekeeping businesses.  
We are actively seeking to expand our supplier 
network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax 
from new and existing beekeepers.
To become a supplier, please contact our 
Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:  
P: 0419 431 652 E: s.covey@hivewell.com



 

 

Features include: 
 - Economically designed for the safe transport and storage of honey – at least 25% more efficient than traditional packaging 
 - Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high 
 - Capacity MX ECOBULK – 1,000L (275 Gal)
 - Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

www.schuetz.net 
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