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SEASON

Unfortunately the drought continues, with most regions
receiving little or no decent rainfall since my last report.
There are some localised areas that have canola flowering
and yielding reasonable nectar but due to the high
demand for hay, many of these crops will soon be cut thus
terminating what little production that was being gained.
There are still the few prospects previously mentioned but
production from these may be short lived. Grey Ironbark
on the east coast could still provide some production but
caution would be advised due to the extreme drought
conditions and the heightened bushfire risk.

ALMONDS

Another pollination season has finished . Bees in most
instances came off in good condition. From all reports
there were some beekeepers that don’t do our industry
any favours , weak or dead hives have NO place being
anywhere near an Almond orchard as they pose a
heightened Biosecurity risk to other apiarists surrounding
them, not to mention little or no pollination provided. If
you don’t think the returns from pollination fees warrant
you to deliver stronger hives, then don’t go.

DROUGHT ASSISTANCE

As we all know drought takes a toll on our eucalypts,
this one especially so as it is exacerbated by last seasons
reduced rainfall.

Your Association has been successful in gaining fee
waivers on all public lands apiary sites. After contacting
the NSW Government outlining the current dire outlook
for beekeepers and our resource, the Government has
responded by introducing bee sites fee waivers across all
public land tenures for 12 months. (Press release in this
issue )

The NSWAA applauds the NSW Government for their
support and recognition or the apiary industry during these
trying times.

Heavy vehicle registration fees have also been waived
for two years backdated to July 1. Refer to link to see
information on registration refunds and rebates : www.
rms.nsw.gov.au-registration

For a full list of available relief measures check the DPI
website.

RESOURCE

On September 6 I attended a meeting at the DPI offices in
Sydney to discuss amendments to the Forestry regulations
where 1 was informed that in the interim all exemptions
currently afforded to apiarists in the old IFOAs would
continue and be included in the amended Forestry

PRESIDENT’S REPORT |

regulations currently being drafted. I requested that
recognition of set down sites be included in the regulation
which should allow sites and access roads to be left in a
usable condition.

DPI STAFFING
The Department of Primary Industries has announced that
The role of Regulatory Specialist Apiaries , the position
Mick Rankmore has held for many years is to be divided
into 2 positions . Stephen Green will be responsible for the
area north of Dubbo and Daryl Cooper will be responsible
for areas south of Dubbo.
In addition to routine regulatory compliance functions the
Apiary regulatory specialists will have the responsibility
for;
Coordination and planning of statewide apiary operations
Completing operational reports and providing practical
training on bees to compliance

Dr Doug Somerville is on extended leave and Elizabeth
Frost is acting in that role in his absence for 3 months, the
position will then be advertised within DPI.

The increase in apiary staff is welcomed by the NSWAA
and thanks must go to Scott Hanson (Director General
DPI) for fulfilling his commitment to maintain all apiary
staffing positions.

NATIVE TITTLE CLAIM

There is currently a native title claim over a large area from
south of Sydney down to Eden and encompasses almost all
of the south coast beekeeping areas on public lands. [ am
uncertain as to what impact this may have on beekeeping
in this area. Several members including myself have
lodged an interest with the federal court relating to our use
of the area for beekeeping . We will keep members updated
as information is received.

HONEYLAND

Several branches indicated they wanted Honeyland to
continue so at our last executive meeting it was decided
to form a subcommittee to manage Honeyland . The
committee has been formed from nominated branch
members and Casey Cooper has volunteered to guide the
committee through this transitional phase.

MEMBERSHIP

It is very disappointing that some members do not pay
the correct membership fee. This severely restricts what
could potentially be achieved by your association. The
gaining of the fee waivers on public lands bee sites alone
will save most commercial apiarists much more than your
membership, so please reconsider your funding position
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and forward the correct fees.

Members if you believe benefits recently gained by your
Association assist your financial viability ,then please
encourage others in the beekeeping community to join as
well.

NEXT MEETING

Our next executive meeting is scheduled to be held on
November 26 at Tocal.

Any members wishing to attend need to give our secretary
at least 10 days’ notice.

Neil Bingley
President

Bee part of
our global Jelly
Bush revolution.

Yes, we're looking for Jelly Bush honey producers like you!

uuSTI\RE

RAW HONEY

You could supply us with your quality Australian Jelly Bush
honey for our ever expanding international customers.
We'll supply the IBC/drums and pay the freight and honey levy.

gustarehoney.com

Please contact fellow Beekeeper, Paul Costa on:
0499 775 664 or paul@gustarehoney.com

PO PI PG PI PG PI PG PO PO PO PG PG PO PO PO PO PO PG PG PG PI PG PG PO PO PO PG PG PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PG PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO PO O o o N

NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.

ABN: 39417216326

Palicy for Branch Delegate o attend NSWAA Execnbive Meeting

1.  The manch delepates name to be with the NSW Secretary 10 days prior to mesting.
(This aids with catering and bocking 2 meeting room of 2 tuitable s )

. Dedegate 1t to tign a confidentiabty apresment prin to the meetns startns

i NSWAA & o provide monmng tea and

kmch delegte.

4 Dedepate: may be adked o leave the mesting for 2ome: bntmesit matters

5 Dedepates: are not b take part m disentium: unleds speafically atked to do 2o,

5.  Delemte o the delepate’s branch it responsible fior the delerates travel and

accommmuulaiien cotis.

L Soch representative shall ooly have the
right io vobe 2t snch meshoe.
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AUSTRALIA’S NO.1
BEEKEEPING LOADER

AANT

Compact Articulated Loaders

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd

Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800 686 ‘mﬁ

411 to organise your obligation free demo! e o
Made in Finland

v~ Ability to load the truck from
one side using telescopic boom

v Huge lifting capacity up to
1500kg

v~ Park sideways across truck

v~ Optional air-conditioned cabin

v~ Self Levelling Boom

v~ Prompt delivery Australia wide

v~ All terrain 4wd with
outstanding stability

v~ Backed by a Family business for
over 25 years

v~ Save time and man power

v~ Easy to access and operate

v~ Over 200 attachments

v~ Easy finance options available

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com |
www.avantequipment.com
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
ABN 27 009 052 155

72 Munibung Rd Suppliers of Beekeeping and
Cardiff 2285 NSW Honey Processing Equipment
Australia

Boxes, Frames and all Woodware Stainless Steel Extractors
Excluders - Welded Wire and Plastic Honey Tanks and Pumps

Weathertex - Covers and Bottom Boards, Special sizes available

Veils, Gloves, Overalls, Bee Suits and Jackets, Hive Tools, Brushes
Hats, Smokers, Knives, Pails, Jars etc. all your beekeeping needs

We have a very extensive selection of books on all aspects of beekeeping
We buy and exchange wax for foundation. Good prices paid

MAIL ORDER IS OUR SPECIALITY - PHONE FOR A PRICE LIST
Ph: (02) 4956 6166 Fax: (02) 4956 6399

EZYLoader-

Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

Suits medium to large trucks

- Manufactured in Australia g

- Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling

- Boom brake system —ease of under-supering and requeening
- Split boom for load positioning

- 6 Different models — remote control optlon

- Lifting capacity up to 500kg

- Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space

- Fully self contained and low maintenance

- One man operation with controls at the load

- Special range of attachments

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD

All enquiries please contact Mark 2/48 Piper Drive Ballina NSW 2478
SALES | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6686 9736 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com | mail@ezyloader.com
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Visit our new website
wwur.hummerbee.com
to learn about all of our
other available models:

Rough Terrain Forklifts XRT XL XT,,

The classic Hummerbee
just got even better...

TURBO II

The Hummerbee Turbo is now more
powerful, smoother, and faster than ever.
Nouw featuring 56 hp being produced by
a Tier 4 emissions compliant, Kohler
turbo diesel engine. Diesel exhaust fluid
is NOT required.

More pouler, a new maintenance - free
articulation joint, easy to use joystick
mast controls, digital gauge display, a
quieter, redesigned transfer case, and
the highest lift capacity in its class while
being even more compact than before,
malke the Turbo Il the most exciting
Hummerbee yet.

A& O

FORKUFT

www.hummerbee.com Call A&O Forklift to order today
800-943-8677
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481k  Niall Blair
~=al&i— Minjster for Primary Industries
NSW  winister for Regional Water

HetiEdll= iy Minister for Trade and Industry

MEDIA RELEASE

HELPING TO KEEP NSW HONEY FLOWING

They're ane of our sseciest producers bl the effecs of the cument drought heve made i
cdifficiit for beekeepers io produce haney.

To ease the bden an o apianai=z. the NSYW Govermment haz waved another aqiculursl
fee 0 axsmt those affeded by doowghl, with commercial beekecpers an public b st o
benefit

Mnsler for Primary Incusiies, Nisl Blar =aid 58 an svid hobby beckeeper himzelf, he
underainnds how lough the drought can be on bee populstions and pallen svaiability.

it =N jusd oopping or Ivestock farming thal = mpacded by droaghl, = being el ndusine
wide " Mr Hiser xaud

n the caxe of beez, we exlimale thens will be 5 D 440 per cent reduction n honey procuction
in NS ths year

"Beez ae riiical o our wider aqriculual induxiry, with the polinstion senvice wendh Bn
exltimaied 34-6 bilion [o the Ausiaian economy yesrly.

“Al thix time of the year, apisrisis would ususly be moving ther bees oo canola crops, but
with &8 lame paceniage of hese aopz in NSYW nol vishle due 1o the drought, e canola haney
crop will be very imiied.

"By waiving feea for commercial beckeepers on pulllic land, we esae The burten for those
sparmls which make up same A0 per cent of all commercal beekespers ”

MNSW Apisrds Associabion President, Hall Bngley uns 8 family busine=zs at Sulion and said
spnras fece 8 dificult position, whens even gond rain will not chanpe ther poapeds.

"Becs are rekant n part on native ineez and airessed tnees that flower dunng this pexiod ae
lezs Bely o produce nedar and pollen, 3o o sharl and kang-lemn prospectz will be very
ciificuit” B Bencjey aaid.

“The wamng of thezse beekeeper feez on public BEnd will help with cash fliow, &3 hes the
waiving] of lame vehide reqeimtion ees, which & 3aving me 38000 in A118 and will be
immermely apprecialed by ndesiry ™

Fees or permi encwalz n A118M1S will be waved. Thase beekecpes wha heve already
rencwed ther pamit will ather receive 8 refund or will be provided with 8 aedit for the 1901
financisl yesr

MEHA: Evie Badden | Manisier Blaw | 0409 G582 163
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AUSSIE HIVES™

The better hive for higher production __,:'

Food—grade pohymer
rducas hive dissass and
aliminates paint contamination
Palymear iz water reaistant for
drigr hivesa

Industry standard 10 frame
Sirong, lightensight, no-meinteanancs
corstriction

Insuleted to control intermal hive
tempearaturs, support brood

devalopment and reduce
gtrems on besa

USSIE)

And look forward to increased hnna'g,fpr-nduc:tlnnl HIVEE
T/F (X3 BeR4 ' E shayo@sympac.com.eu W waeaaussishive com.au

ABN 88610746257 ACN:610746257

Italian and Carniolan Queens

1 -10 - $30.00 each plus postage

11 -49 - - $28.00 each

R $26.00 each

Over 100 (in total) --- $25.00 each __
“VISA 200 and over ---------- $24.00 each Ea“@
S Prices GST Inclusive. S

Postage & Handling applies for orders under 11
Terms: Payment prior to dispatch
Terms & Conditions apply. EFTPOS facility available

For Orders or Enquiries contact Charlie & Brenda Casido / Mely
Address:21 Leewood Drive, Orange NSW 2800 or PO Box 80, Orange NSW 2800
Office Hours: 9.00am - 5.00pm Mon - Fri Ph: (02) 6369 0565 Fax: (02) 6369 0575

Email: info@australianqueenbeeline.com.au Web: www.australianqueenbeeline.com.au
Before & After Office Hours: Mobile 0434 353 301
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PLASTIC

The Best Plastic Foundation

" HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES |

Col & Linda Wilson PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI NSW 2327 Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FOUNDATION

WAX

We can mill to the thickness
you require

Premium Quality

For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES

WEATHERTEX Lids & Bottom
Boards

QUEEN EXCLUDERS
FRAME FEEDERS
QUEEN CELLS

You Can Buy Have your own wax milled or
Dominates Sales in exchanged for foundation in
USA and CANADA stock

Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal DRONE COMB FOUNDATION
I available
Fu PLAST.IICblF RAMES Wax bought or exchanged for
avallable bee goods
AFB
FRAMES Mahurangi NZ TEST KITS

Quick and easy to use
Results in just 3 minutes

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

NOZEVIT

HIVES CAN BE TREATED FOR LESS THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the
Spring, and will winter extremely well when
their intestinal integrity is intact. By using all
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal
cleansing for internal ailments.

ie NOSCMa

\_

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Email: honeybeel00@skymesh.com.au

Phone: 02 4930 4950
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DOUG’S COLUMN

Doug Somerville

Technical Specialist, Apiculture - NSW Department of Primary Industries - Goulburn
doug.somerville@dpi.nsw.gov.au

30 years and counting

Back in 1987 (April 27" to be precise), I started my
employment with the government as the “bee man”.

The bee man title is purposely obscure, as my job has
changed several times but I still remain the bee man
(possibly not politically correct these days - should be the
‘bee person’).

The time frame is also a bit out of date. By the time

this article goes to print, it will be 31 years. On a few
occasions my achievements have been acknowledged by
the beekeeping industry. Recently my work colleague
highlighted my career; Elizabeth Frost held a surprise
morning tea at Tocal Ag College the day after the most
recent NSW Apiarists’ Association executive meeting

at the same location. This made me think that writing

on a few points reflecting on this journey may make an
interesting article.

Spending 30 years with the one employer is becoming a
rare event, unfortunately. I say unfortunately, as I believe
it takes several years to really get your head around an
industry and all its parts. Plus, [ believe the cascade of
name changes:

- Department of Agriculture

- Department of Agriculture & Fisheries

NSW Agriculture
- NSW Industry and Investment
- NSW Department of Primary Industries

while amusing to outsiders, has been just noise, as long
as the industry has the same staff to deal with within the
system.

In 1987 there was a stand-alone beekeeping section
which covered all aspects of the services provided to the
beekeeping industry. This was comprised of six members
- one to each region of NSW. Half the role of the Apiary
Officers was AFB inspections and the remainder was
advisory/extension, with minor roles in education and
research.

In the early 1990s the regulatory role was removed from
this group, including myself, and given to the multi-
skilled regulatory officers. This allowed the bee group
to delve more into the education and research areas than
before.

For me, I embarked on documenting the floral resources
used by beekeepers. This involved surveying all the
beekeepers using the 25 NSW Forestry districts across

13

the state. A major body of work culminated in the
publication of 25 separate reports, one for each district
and finally with a publication in the Australian Forestry
journal “The primary melliferous flora and other aspects
associated with beekeeping within State Forests of NSW
as determined by surveys of beekeepers”.

Then a study on the state floral resources, project title
Floral Resource Database for the NSW Apiary Industry,
funded by RIRDC (1999). This involved surveying the
entire commercial beekeeping industry within NSW. The
response was excellent, with an 81% return of surveys.
Quite a hefty number, which took some serious lobbying
and ground work to achieve.

Somewhere along this pathway I also obtained funding
to collect and analyse bee collected pollens to determine
their nutritional value to honey bees. The principal
attributes were the crude protein levels and amino acid
ratios. To a lesser extent, the fat levels and mineral
contents were also measured.

This went on for several years and might I say was
supported by a number of willing beekeepers who
assisted me in these collections. Ultimately the book
“Fat bees, skinny bees - a manual on honey bee nutrition
for beekeepers” was published by the Rural Industries
Research and Development Corporation (RIRDC) in
2005. This publication went on to become the major ‘go
to’ reference on the subject of honey bee nutrition around
the world. Still available on the world-wide-web, simply
search for ‘fat bees skinny bees’.

These projects and others provided me with enough
material to submit a PhD thesis in 2004 - “The floral
resources of NSW of primary importance to commercial
beekeeping” through the Australian National University.

There were many, many other projects conducted
during this time on bee subjects, but another theme
was emerging. What was left of the bee team (three

by 2000), were increasingly being called on to conduct
more and more short courses. To start with, they were
all based at Tocal. In the beginning we had acetone
plastic overheads. It was a major job to produce these
teaching aids. Then came 35mm slides, and then ‘power
point’. This made life easier, but each course we ran
was different and we continued to add more photos and
images to the presentations.

It was a struggle to get the first DPI book on bees
published as the powers-that-be didn’t believe there was
a market for it. Eventually in 2007 the first Bee AgSkills
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book was published. This book has been reprinted and
up-dated four times since the initial publication and is
one of the best sellers within the DPI book sales. This
book was based on a collection of AgNotes/Primefacts
written on beekeeping over time, plus the folder of notes
handed out at the courses.

Nick Annand and myself compiled and launched the
“Pests and Diseases of Honey bees” courses in 2010.
These were very popular and eventually an AgGuide on
the subject was produced. Then came the AgGuide on
“Queen bee breeding” and “Honey production” with the
most recent addition on “Pollination”.

To parallel this evolution became the need to employ an
Education Officer to manage the escalation in demand for
formal training in beekeeping. Initially the first officer
was Elizabeth Frost, who was quickly joined by Dani
Lloyd-Prichard. Elizabeth went on to take over Nick
Annand’s position as a Development Officer.

While all this was happening, the Biosecurity Division
of NSW DPI was solely focused on compliance (AFB
inspection work and health certificates). Then along
came a concerted effort by the State and Federal
beekeeping peak industry bodies to pull together a
national approach to bee biosecurity. This got legs and
with no small effort from Craig Klingner and lan Zadow
at the time, was sold effectively to the whole industry.
Levies became statutory and Plant Health Australia was
the organisation identified to coordinate the national
program.

Part of this program was the employment of a dedicated
Bee Biosecurity Officer, Rod Bourke, industry funded,
working within NSW DPI. The functions and jobs
changed for each bee biosecurity officer in each state,
but even so, there is now stronger support from state
governments for bee biosecurity as a result of the
industry’s collective actions.

More recently Nick Geoghegan was employed to head up
the latest addition to the bee team ranks. The beekeeping
industry has been, for several years, asking for a simpler
system and more user friendly structure around bee sites
on public lands. This really got momentum in 2015

with a position paper put together by the NSW Apiarists’
Association “Apiary sites on public lands ™.

Another exciting development is the creation or rebirth
of a bee breeding program with Elizabeth Frost as the
champion.

I’'m conscious that many of the people I deal with have
been around longer than me, so lots of my experiences
are theirs. But I’m also conscious that there are many
new players and what has happened in recent times is
their only knowledge and experience so far!

Some other observations worthy of note:

Biosecurity
e EFB came into focus in the mid 70s when |
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started in bees.

e Chalkbrood in the early 90s, now a major disease
of importance.

e SHB in 2002, an obscure pest on the international
stage at the time, now well entrenched on the list
of major pests of honey bees.

e Nosema ceranae snuck in there somewhere,
but its impact is still murky.

e European wasps and cane toads, although they
have been around for decades, their impact slow-
ly grows from year to year.

Honey
e The manuka story has exploded, more so in New

Zealand than Australia.

e We have gone from storing honey in 27kg square
tins, to 44gallon galvanised drums, to 1000 litre
IBCs.

e Stainless steel is now the principal material all
honey handling equipment is made from.

e Paterson’s curse has all but disappeared off the
radar. Less than 10 years ago, this plant was the
number one source of nectar and pollen within
the country.

e Blackberries, nodding thistle and scotch thistle
have been reduced as sources of nectar and pollen
due to successful biological control programs.

e Slow but diminishing demise of desirable euca-
lypt species across the agricultural landscape,
mainly box, ironbark, stringybark and red gums.

Communication
e All the state beekeeping organisations have their
own journal/regular publications, 10 years ago
this was not the case.

e Email is the means of communicating.

e Older clients still prefer written material, younger
clients happy with e-pathways for communica-
tion.

e Bombarded with sources of information - e.g.
“Dr Google” etc. Not always factorial, often
opinion based information, but readily available.

What of the future?

While there has been a proliferation of ‘new’ hive
designs and gadgets around the planet, none have really
revolutionised or changed the direction of the beekeeping
industry.



The speed and growth of technology suggests that this

is not going to remain like this over the next 30 years.
While we have the continuing threat of exotic mites such
as varroa, science is also making rapid headway on how
to deal with various issues.

Some topics I think could evolve are:
e remote weigh stations placed on every apiary
providing daily data to beekeepers,

e more natural or organic (probiotic) means of
dealing with diseases,

e the use of e-noses to detect diseases and pests in
hives,

e research around honey as a natural product esca-
lating it into the ‘super food’ category.

As for the DPI involvement in honey bees, we are in a
better place than any point in the last 30 years as far as
people resources are concerned.

(Thanks to Vicki Saville for typing my notes and Annette Somerville for
proof reading the final article)

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN CAGES

- Money & Time Saver
- Improves Queen acceptance
- Quick & easy to place in hive

Banking Bars - Queen Cell Cups
Easy Fit Cell Protectors
Queen Candy

SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’

MINORE ROAD, MS6
DUBBO NSW 2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS

Phone: 02 6887 2202
Email: sales@beekeepers.com.au

!oil, ﬂllll!l_ll and Dalrymple View Pl Ltd
Cameron Masters 65 Fords Street
Allora G 4342

Mobile: 0448 717 051
Mobile: 0407 762 847
Email: nma66500@bigpond.net.au
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ONTACT:
Send us an email: info@lysonau.com.au
Visit our website: www.lysonau.com.au
Give us a call: 0467 233 292 or 0407 070 670

B E E KE E PI N G SU P P LI ES AU STRALIA Visit us on facebook: www.facebook.com/lysonau

WE SUPPLY EVERYTHING FOR BEEKEEPERS
FROM HOBBY TO COMMERCIAL

{ F°rma LyseN

B likonowa
PR \yrobu swiec

Optima Processing Line ,S¥3
40 frame extraction line :
Special Introductory

Price
$38,000

Capping Extruders
Wax Melters
Settler Tanks up to 2000L with
or without heating & mixer

We sell the following products: \ A
Polystyrene Hives
Nucleus Hives

Mating Hives Dehydraters & Creamers
Travelling Hive Boxes Suits, Veils & Gloves Queen Breeding Equipment
Feeders (hive & stand alone) Bee Tools Queen Rearing Equipment
Honey Extraction Equipment Cleaning Agents Honey Sumps & Filters
(2 frame up to 80 frame) Candle Moulds Pollen Dryers
Honey Bottlers (manual to auto) Candle Making Supplies and much, much more....
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INSURANICE BROKERS

FORMERLY AUSURE INSURANCE BROKERS GOULBURN

At CNR Insurance Brokers we understand the issues that Apiarists face in their day to day business.

Our Apiarist Insurance package now includes cover for pesticide contamination of your hives and bees.

We are also able to offer covers including Australia Wide theft and vandalism cover for your hives including the
honey and bees along with all other insurances including property, business interruption, public liability, transit
and motor vehicles.

For further information, please call our office on 02 4822 1320 or email at info@cnrinsurance.com.au

CNR Insurance Brokers are Authorised Representatives of NAS Insurance Brokers AFSL: 233750

EXPORTERS

ABN 96 078 192 300

Prices include GST:
T-10 i, $31.50 each
11-49 oo $29.00 each
50100, $27.00 each

OVER 100 (in total) .... $26.50 each
200 and over - Discounts apply

Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908
Package bees available October to March...
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799
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Honey Wanted

We Look For:

100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity

Packed in IBCs

Call: 0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie
Auburn NSW 2144

APIARY COTS

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520
Buy Australian Made

Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers
Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231
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AK Clayton Plastics EST. 1976

AU KINGSUN SERVICING THE HONEY
INDUSTRY FOR OVER

o~

Honey Pails Jars & Squeezes

e Tamper Evident e 250¢g, 500g Square Jars
+1.0kg, 1.5kg, 3.0kg(2.2ltr), 4Ltr, 5Ltr Clear e 300ml Twist & Squeeze
#10Ltr, 15Ltr, 20Ltr White ® 500g Squeeze (Honey Comb)

* Also available in Non Tamper Evident Pails ® 2509, 500g Amber Jars

# All jars come with pressure seal wadding.

—

Frames

® Assembled Full Depth with Foundation
® Assembled Full Depth with Wire

CALL OR VISIT US
Clayton Plastics PHONE: 03 8401 4248
5 Lydia Court Epping VIC 3076 FAX: 03 8401 4969
BusifEsSihigPam™pm sales@claytonplastics.com.au

www.claytonplastics.com.au
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THE FROST REPORT

Elizabeth Frost
Education Officer, Honey Bees

Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

NSW DROUGHT TRANSPORT SUBSIDY

If you’re a New South Wales resident and commercial
beekeeper who has or will need to transport fodder (i.e.
- sugar syrup) or water to support your bees during the
current drought, you can apply for transport subsidies.
NSW DPI Rural Assistance Authority’s Emergency
Drought Relief Package offers a transport subsidy of

up to 50% of the total freight cost to eligible primary
producers to a maximum of $5 per kilometre (plus GST)
to a maximum eligible distance of 1,500 kilometres.

The maximum amount available to an eligible farm
business under the program is $30,000 over 18 months
from 1 January 2018 to 30 June 2019. Importantly,

the subsidy will be back-dated so farmers can access
subsidies for freight expenses incurred since 1 January
2018.

To apply for transport subsidies for transport of fodder
and water, fill out the Rural Assistance Authority
application online or print and mail in a manual
application from their website:

WWwWw.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/emergency-
drought-relief

To speak to someone about drought transport subsidies,
call the NSW Rural Assistance Authority at 1800 678 593

Avoid any delays in the submission of your application
by including copies of the following with your
application:
e Proof of property location (Copy of latest Local
Land Service (LLS) and Local Government Area
(LGA) rates notices)

e  Owner Carrier (Copy of registration papers, log
book entries and copy of travelling stock state-
ment)

e Proof of Expenditure (Tax Invoice/s)

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How much funding does the package allocate for
subsidies on drought transport?

The Emergency Drought Relief Package includes $190
million for Drought Transport Subsidies.

Why does the NSW Government support transport
subsidies?

The compounding nature of drought means the
Government needs to be agile in the measures it takes to
support the state’s farmers.

The NSW Government has always supported transport
subsidies for animal welfare. These new emergency

measures recognise the incredibly dry start to the year,
and the forecasts for little relief in the coming months.

Accordingly, these new transport subsidies have a
broader application than just freight for fodder. These
measures can also be applied to transporting stock to
and from agistment, to sale or slaughter, as well as
transporting water for stock.

These measures incentivise the State’s farmers to make
whichever decisions are best for them at the time, based
on their personal circumstances.

How does the Transport Subsidy Program work?
The NSW Government will offer a transport subsidy of
up to $20,000 per eligible farm business.

The transport subsidy of $20,000 per eligible farm
business per year equates up to $30,000 over 18 months
from 1 January 2018 to 30 June 2019.

The subsidy will be back-dated so farmers can access
subsidies for freight expenses incurred since 1 January
2018.

The subsidy can cover 50% of the full cost of freight up
to a maximum of $5 per kilometre (+GST) and 1,500
kilometres per journey, so the maximum subsidy per
journey would be $3,750.

For example:
e (Cattle farmer based in Dubbo purchases a truck-
load of hay from outside Bordertown, South
Australia

e Journey is 1,000 kilometres at a cost of $5 per
kilometre

e Farmer pays $5,000

e The farmer will receive a $2,500 Transport Sub-
sidy from the Government if he has not reached
the subsidy cap and meets other criteria.

Is the subsidy limited to road transport only?
No, the transport subsidy applies to transport via road and
rail. The same criteria applies for both.

How does the cap on drought transport subsidies
actually work over 18 months?

A farmer with an eligible primary industries business,
that meets the criteria can claim as needed, when needed
for expenses until 30 June 2019.
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There are 18 months from 1 January 2018 to 30 June
2019 to claim up to the maximum amount over this
period. That equals a maximum of $30,000 in transport
subsidies.

This means the farmer:
o Knows there is a set period to claim as the pro-
gram is currently funded until 30 June 2019

e Has flexibility across the 18 months period to
claim as needed, when needed, according to farm
management decisions and the season, to either
de-stock, sell or transport fodder/water to sustain
livestock

e Must keep tax invoices that include the journey
distance and rate for freight

e Should seek professional advice about taxation
and other financial implications when applying
for a transport subsidy.

Who can apply for Transport Subsidies?

Eligible farming businesses needing assistance with
incurred costs of transporting fodder, water for stock to a
property, stock to and from agistment, and stock to sale
or slaughter can apply.

To be eligible, primary producers must demonstrate that:
e They are the owner and operator of a farm busi-
ness in NSW

e The business operates as a sole trader, partner-
ship, trust or private company and trades agricul-
tural products. The business is registered with the
Australian Taxation Office as a primary producer
and has an Australian Business Number (ABN).

e The owners and operators of the business earn
more than 50% of their gross income from the
primary production enterprise under normal sea-
sonal circumstances.

e The business is being negatively impacted by
drought conditions.

e The owners and operators of the business do not
have gross off-farm assets exceeding $1,000,000
(excluding funds in a registered superannuation
fund).

e Payments will be made on receipt of eligible tax
invoices.

Should the subsidy be treated as Taxable Income
when my Income Tax Return is completed?

As individuals circumstances vary, as always, we
strongly encourage applicants to seek professional advise
as to the taxation and other financial implications when
applying for a transport subsidy. Contact the ATO Small
Business Hotline on 13 28 66 for more information.
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Are trusts considered an off-farm asset?

Assets held within the trust would be considered off
farm assets unless the trust is used to operate the farming
enterprise.

Why has the Government backdated the measures?
This relief measure is backdated to 1 January 2018 when
the drought intensified, especially in the Upper Hunter
and Western NSW. This means eligible farmers who
made the decision to destock will still benefit from this
new relief package.

Can I get a subsidy if I transport stock, fodder or
water myself?

Yes. Owner carriers are eligible for the transport of
their own livestock and must provide proof of sale
or slaughter, registration papers and travelling stock
statement.

I have already incurred costs this year, can I still
make a claim?

You can make a claim on incurred costs from 1 January
2018 providing you can produce a tax invoice for
applicable transport.

What transport costs can the subsidy be claimed for?
The subsidy can be applied for the cost of transporting
fodder, water to a property for stock, stock to and from
agistment, and stock to sale or slaughter.

Can I apply for subsidies for multiple trips?

Yes, providing you are still within the subsidy cap of
$20,000 per eligible farm business per year, which
equates up to $30,000 over 18 months from 1 January
2018 to 30 June 2019.

Does stock have to be a particular score?
No. The subsidy applies to transport costs of any stock.

Is there a limit to how far I can transport fodder,
water or stock and still apply for a subsidy?

The subsidy applies up to a maximum distance of 1,500
kilometres per journey.

How do I need to apply?

You can apply online via our Emergency Drought Relief
online form, or print out an application form, fill it in and
send it to the NSW Rural Assistance Authority. You will
need to present valid tax invoices for all transport costs,
LLS rates notices and an LGA rates notice.

Can I get a subsidy before I pay for transport?
You will need to present a valid tax invoice for all
transport costs to apply for a subsidy.

Can I claim on an invoice dated before 6 August 2018
that does not itemise the transport costs?

For invoices issued prior to 6 August 2018 that do not
itemise transport costs the Rural Assistance Authority
DOES NOT require those invoices to be reissued.

Where necessary the RAA will request additional
information from the supplier to verify either the cost
of the specific transport or the rate per km utilised. This



could be provided via email directly to the RAA or via
the applicant.

If needed the RAA may ask the farmer to complete

a statutory declaration however this will be on rare
occasions where the transport costs cannot be identified
in any other way.

MORE QUESTIONS?

If your burning question on drought transport subsidies
isn’t answered above, don’t hesitate to call the NSW
Rural Assistance Authority at 1800 678 593 or check out
the online or manual application forms here: www.raa.
nsw.gov.au/assistance/emergency-drought-relief

PROTECT YOUR BEEHIVES WITH WAXI

Parafiin + M| talline wax

Hot dippingwith o 545 mix of pamfiin and micmoenmialine
Iaan pificiont stedllsor and protecior against mt

bulk wax at wholesale prices||
Wow thafull pmduct reanpe on-lins
A *miibde “wi chos “toa light cupa “wicks and nore

www.candlemaking.com.au
02 9853 3600 4=
Pomonal shoppars wel Coms

ot CUF e hoUl N Aroadi, In Sedney’s ol norh,
Py ieniined I U aeing ool D,

Pollen available in 5kgs bags

1 x 5 kg bag
4 x 5kg bags 1 Box
20 x 5kg bags

$16/ kg
$14/ kg
5 Boxes $13/kg

Plus freight

Honey: The new
potential warrior in the
fight against MRSA

Written by Anuja Vaidya (Twitter | Google+) | March 02,
2018

A study published in the Journal of Hospital Infection
(https://www.journalofthospitalinfection.com/article/
S0195-6701(17)30582-0/fulltext) compared medical-
grade honey with mupirocin, a topical antibiotic, for the
eradicating meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
colonized in patients' noses.

Researchers studied patients older than 18 years with
MRSA colonized in the nose. Participants received one
to two courses of either honey or mupirocin (2 percent)
three times per day for five consecutive days.

The study shows the proportion of patients who were
decolonized after one or two courses of treatment was
similar between the honey and mupirocin (2 percent)
groups. However, the rate of new acquisition of
mupirocin resistance was 9.75 percent.

"Although not significant, a decolonization rate of 42.8
[percent] for [honey] was impressive," study authors
concluded. "Our findings suggest that this strategy, which
has the potential to combat antimicrobial resistance,
should be assessed in similar but larger studies."

Valley Bee Keeping Supplies

SUPPLYING ALLIANCE WOODWARE & FRAMES
SPECIALISING IN WIRED & EMBEDED FRAMES

ASSEMBLED, TREATED & PAINTED BOXES
LIDS & BOTTOMS

A FULL RANGE OF BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT
FOR THE AMATUER BEEKEEPER

HONEY EXTRACTION, STROAGE &
CONTAINERS

NSW AGENT FOR HIVEMIND NZ

MAIL ORDER WELCOME
OR
SHOP ONLINE

www.valley-industries.com.au

70 Whitbread Street, Taree NSW 2430
nigel.powell@valley-industries.com.au
Phone 6552 8888 Fax 6552 5941 Mobile 0458 522 240

A/

Valley Industries Ltd

“Helping People to Help Themselves”
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CATCH THE BUZZ
27 Unknown Bee

Viruses Discovered.
27!

An international team of researchers has discovered
evidence of 27 previously unknown viruses in bees.

The finding could help scientists design strategies to
prevent the spread of viral pathogens among these
important pollinators.

“Populations of bees around the world are declining,
and viruses are known to contribute to these
declines,” said David Galbraith, research scientist

at Bristol Myers Squibb and a recent Penn State
graduate.

“Despite the importance of bees as pollinators

of flowering plants in agricultural and natural
landscapes and the importance of viruses to

bee health, our understanding of bee viruses is
surprisingly limited.”

To investigate viruses in bees, the team collected
samples of DNA and RNA, which is responsible for
the synthesis of proteins, from 12 bee species in nine
countries across the world. Next, they developed a
novel high-throughput sequencing technique that
efficiently detected both previously identified and

27 never-seen-before viruses belonging to at least
six new families in a single experiment. The results
appear in the June 11, 2018, issue of Scientific
Reports.

“Typically, researchers would have to develop labor-
intensive molecular assays to test for the presence of
specific viruses,” said Zachary Fuller, postdoctoral
fellow at Columbia University and a recent Penn
State graduate. “With our method, they can sequence
all the viruses present in a sample without having
any prior knowledge about what might be there.”
Fuller noted that because the cost of high-throughput
Australia’s Honeybee News September - October 2018
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sequencing continues to decrease, the team’s
approach provides an inexpensive and efficient
technique for other researchers to identify additional
unknown viruses in bee populations around the
world.

“Although our study nearly doubles the number

of described bee-associated viruses, there are
undoubtedly many more viruses yet to be uncovered,
both in well-studied regions and in understudied
countries,” he said.

Among the new viruses the team identified was one
that is similar to a virus that infects plants.

“It is possible that bees may acquire viruses from
plants, and could then spread these viruses to

other plants, posing a risk to agricultural crops,”

said Christina Grozinger, distinguished professor

of entomology and director of the Center for
Pollinator Research at Penn State. “We need to do
more experiments to see if the viruses are actively
infecting the bees — because the viruses could be on
the pollen they eat, but not directly infecting the bees
— and then determine if they are having negative
effects on the bees and crops. Some viruses may not
cause symptoms or only cause symptoms if the bees
are stressed in other ways.”

Beyond identifying the new viruses, the team also
found that some of the viruses exist in multiple bee
species — such as in honey bees and in bumble bees
— suggesting that these viruses may freely circulate
within different bee populations.

“This finding highlights the importance of
monitoring bee populations brought into the United
States due to the potential for these species to
transmit viruses to local pollinator populations,”
said Galbraith. “We have identified several novel
viruses that can now be used in screening processes
to monitor bee health across the world.”

According to Galbraith, the study represents the
largest effort to identify novel pathogens in global
bee samples and greatly expands our understanding
of the diversity of viruses found in bee communities
around the world.

“Our protocol has provided a foundation for future
studies to continue to identify novel pathogens that
infect global bee populations using an inexpensive
method for the detection of novel viruses,” he said.

The National Geographic Society and the USDA
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
supported this research.



The Australian Manuka
Honey Association

Establishes Mark of
Authenticity Standards

Press Release Jun. 11, 2018 at 5:00 PM

PERTH, Australia — The Australian Manuka Honey
Association (AMHA), in partnership with leading
scientists, has established a set of standards for
authentic Australian Manuka honey.

Honey that carries the AMHA’s Mark of
Authenticity must be pure, natural Manuka honey,
produced entirely in Australia, and be tested by
an independent, approved laboratory to ensure it
meets minimum standards of naturally occurring
methylglyoxal (MGO), dihydroxyacetone (DHA),
and leptosperin.

“These compounds are all naturally occurring in
authentic Manuka. The level of MGO determines
the potency of the honey, while the amount of DHA
shows that this potency came naturally from the
bees collecting Manuka nectar, and the leptosperin
is further proof of authentic Manuka,” said honey
chemistry expert, Dr Peter Brooks.

MGO is the centrepiece of the AMHA'’s Australian
Manuka honey rating system. This is in line with
changing international standards and labelling
requirements. Large international retailers, such as
Holland and Barrett (one of the UK’s largest health
food retailers with a growing presence in Europe and
Asia), are moving away from the UMF(R) system,
to MGO ratings and are soon to phase out UMF(R)
labelling.

“We are delighted and not surprised with this

decision as MGO has increasingly become the
preferred rating system across the world,” said
AMHA Chairman, Mr Paul Callander. “It makes
sense that large retailers are moving to the MGO
system and, in doing so, they are making direct
comparison between different products much easier
for their customers.”

About The Australian Manuka Honey Association

Formed in October 2017, the AMHA was initiated
by a group of Australia’s leading Manuka honey
exporters, including ASX listed Capilano Honey
Limited, Berringa, ManukaL ife Pty Ltd, Blue Hills
Honey and Honey Australia.

AMHA is now the leading national body for the
protection and promotion of Australian Manuka
honey, representing Australian Manuka producers,
packers and exporters.

In the short time since incorporation, the Association
has:

formulated (through its highly credentialled

- Scientific Advisory Board) Criteria for
Defining Australian Manuka Honey which details
the Association’s robust, scientifically based
international guidelines that benchmark true
Australian Manuka;

- developed a Mark of Authenticity for display
on members’ tested and approved products,
providing businesses and consumers in Australia
and internationally with confidence that each jar
purchased is authentic Australian Manukahoney;
and

- assembled a panel of industry authorities
including leading scientific experts, the Honeybee
Cooperative Research Centre (CRC HBP),
Australian Government Intellectual Property (IP)
Officials, the Australian Honey Bee Industry Council
(AHBIC) and Australia’s most dedicated honey
packers to lead the charge in protecting Australia’s
right to promote its native Manuka honey.
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INFLUENCING CHANGE
THROUGH BETTER BEEKEEPING.

|ntrOdUC|ng the new Nuplas Apiarist Supplies is
Nuplas Apiarist Supplies

turning industry tradition on
its head by helping beekeepers
easily transition from old

methods, to new and more g
proactive technologies.

Our plastic beehives are low
maintenance, quickly assembled,
interchangeable with other
timber hives, fit with your
current frames and save you
time and money. Our solution

is in-line with the changing
future of apiarist technology,

so ask yourself — is it time

to change your thinking?

nuplasapiaristsupplies.com.au




Apiarist Supplies

PLATINUM SPONSOR | 3rd Australian Bee Congress 2018



AFB Awareness month - Check your hives in October!

American foulbrood (AFB) is a deadly, fatal disease of honeybees and is the biggest threat to Australia’s apiary
industry. Any hive can contract AFB.

AFB spores are spread in contaminated honey and apiary products, hive components and equipment. Robbing
out of weak hives is a major means of spreading the bacteria. A single infected hive can quickly infect nearby
hives as healthy bees rob out the contaminated honey. As more and more hives contract the disease, the cycle
perpetuates, leading to serious outbreaks that can impact entire regions.

Early diagnosis is crucial in managing AFB. AFB Awareness Month is a joint initiative of NSW DPI, the Amateur
Beekeepers’ Association NSW, the North Shore Beekeepers Association, NSW Apiarists’ Association and
Steritech. The initiative is aimed at raising awareness of AFB and how to manage the disease.
1. Inspect
Spring is a good opportunity to open your hives and check for AFB.
2. Test
If you suspect AFB, you can test for it by sending in a larval smear for analysis or by using a field diagnostic
AFB test kit.
3. Notify
It is a legislative requirement to report AFB to NSW DPI within one working day. You can report AFB by calling
the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881 or by submitting an online form.
4. Act
If you have AFB, you must:

o kill the bees in the affected hive, and

o destroy the affected hives and frames by burning, or

o treat the hives by hot wax dip,

o orirradiate the affected hives and frames.

For more information about AFB awareness month, please refer to the AFB Awareness month webpage
at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/afb.

Department of
H Primary Industries

HELP STOP THE SPREA l

AMERICAN FOULBROO?®

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON AFB VISIT
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/afb
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Going to the almonds? Don’t bring American foulbrood back into NSW

Under the NSW Biosecurity Act, you can only bring in bees and hives into NSW if they are not contaminated
with American foulbrood (AFB). These restrictions apply to all beekeepers and anyone dealing with bees and
beekeeping equipment entering NSW.

If your hives are diagnosed with AFB, or are suspected to have AFB, you can’t bring them into NSW. Symptoms
of AFB include dead outs, ropiness and irregular brood pattern.

For more information on AFB, go to https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/pests-diseases.

If you suspect that your hives are contaminated with AFB, then you must:-

1. Euthanise the bees.
2. Make the hive and its components bee proof (to prevent robbing) before bringing them into NSW.

3. The infected hive and its components must be treated with irradiation or hot wax dipping before exposing to
bees again.

For further information, see the group permit at

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0010/817471/group-permit-atb-hives-into-nsw.pdf.

Dr Emma Cottage |
NSW Department of Primary Industries | Biosecurity and Food Safety

T: | F: | E: emma.cottage@dpi.nsw.gov.au
W: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au | www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity

If you suspect you have found a new pest, call the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline 1800 084 881

Photo: Rod Bourke
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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2018-2019 GRATEFULLY RECEIVED

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC
P.0.Box 4253 (AHBIC) Phone: 07 5467 2265

Raceview Qld 4305 ABN: 63 939 614 424 Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au

Friend AHBIC

Supporting Australia’s National Beekeeping Industry with a voluntary contribution

“Fricnd” Catcgory Jnvestment “]:ricnd” Catcgorg Jnvestment
PLATINUM PLUS | $60,000 SILVER $ 1,000 & above
PLATINUM $20,000 & above BRONZE $ 500 & above
GOLD PLUS $ 5,000 & above COPPER $ 100 & above
GOLD $ 2,000 & above OTHER Up to $100

Contribution Details

NN T2 g L= PSP PSPPI
J Y [0 [T OO E U T T TSSP U URSRRRRUUPPP
.................................................................................... State......cceeeeeeenen POStCOdE o
EMail: (P1@aSE PRINT CLEAIIY) ..o oottt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nnnabrsareeeeeens
o] Yo 1= SRR Date: .oveeeeeieeeeeeeeeeee
Contribution by: CHEQUE: S ..........ccccooevevieerenneee. or DIRECT DEPOSIT: S........covevvevrieieciecreenne
Please return this form to AHBIC by post or email POST: AHBIC, PO Box 4253, Raceview Qld 4305
to ensure your contribution is recorded correctly EMAIL: ahbic@honeybee.org.au

Account Name: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc

Bankir L. Bank: Bendigo Bank
Detail 9\‘ BSB: 633 000
Account No: 150 976 405
Reference: Please include your NAME as the Direct Deposit Reference

Please indicate YES or NO

1
X

) Please publicise my name (as a financial contributor) in the AHBIC Newsletter
3 I would like to receive the AHBIC Annual Report

Please acknowledge this voluntary contribution with a Tax Receipt (email preferred)

Thank you fex supperting AHBIC te centinue supporting your industry at a national level.
Jt is gratefully appreciated
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SA BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

2 Gawler River Rd, Lewiston SA 5501

Food Grade Plastic Foundations
Full Depth - W.S.P - Manley
Mahurangi Frames to suit
8Fr & 10Fr W/Wire excluders
Beautifully made
Heavy Duty Hive-locks
Discount on pallet lots

Gary & Cynthia Brown
Ph/Fax: (08) 8380 9695
Mob: 0429 806 609
Email: beekeep2@bigpond.com.au

wellb

Bee frames. Built well.

Quality bee frames crafted by
skilled Australians with disability.

Made from certified Australian hoop pine
Standard sizes and custom orders
Lightweight, strong and durable

No order too small or large

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA
NNNNNNNN

B-OQUAL
Industry Owned Quality

o Assurance System

HOW DOES B-OUAL
CERTIFICATION BENEFIT MY
BUSINESS?

Product integnity

Quality Assurance

HACCP based cerification
Regulatory Compliance
Industry best practice
Biosecurity

Access to domestic &
export markeis

B-QUAL
Your guarantee
for quality
and hygiene

BOUAL Certification also
enables an enterprise to
market its product under the
B-QUAL logo to show that it
meets the B-JUAL Industry

For more information and to obtain a Certification Information Pack
contact the B-QUAL Certification team
warw.bqual.com.au
AUE-QUAL Py Lid
Phone (07) 35618200 | Toll Free Number 1800 630 BAO
emait bgualfausgqual com.auw

02 6691 8100

vvvvv

Q newhorizons

Australia’s Honeybee News September - October 2018



OISPITWATERS:™

"That's what it does"

HEAT YOUR HONEY PLANT
FOR LESS THAN $30.00 A DAYNI

SELF l}l]NIAINEII II[lI WAIIER REI:Y[:[INE SYSTEM

Thermostatically Controlled
+ Running at 98° +/-2°
« Wash down hose & gun included in package
« Diesel Fired, Economical to run, 2Litres per hour
« Simple & Reliable! 20 plus years of field
service and counting!
« Under 3 amps power consumption**

ENQUIRIES TO:
495 GRAND JUNCTION RD, WINGFIELD SA 5013 130 GIPPS RD, SMITHFIELD NSW 2164
P: (08) 8244 0110 F: (08) 8244 0156 P: (02) 9725 4211 F: (02) 9725 2631
Email: info@spitwatersa.com.au Email: info@spitwaternsw.com.au

*Based on a 10 hour working day ** In our field tests
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SPQCiaI pl‘ices Ifooere?(lelé,&:; needs

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger
Joints, screwed, wax dipped and
painted:

Minimum order quantity = 150

$33.00

Assembled and $2.15 g

wired frames: 3

Minimum order quantity = 1000 $2000 ~—
- Ventilated $125.00
& Suits:

Beekeepers Woodware

Assembled Double Groove Frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Box Standard Grade
Finger Joint 8/10-Frames:

Minimum order quantity = 150

Box Standard
Grade Rebated
8/10-Frames:
Plastic Frame Full Depth: Minimum order quantity

Minimum order quantity = 1000 =150

Beekeepers Woodware

$2.60

ACORN Drone Comb Frames:

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Minimum order quantity = 1000

Plastic Foundation
Made in USA:
Minimum

order quantity = 2000

We can customise
your boxes. Your brand, your
colour, your dimensions!!!

'{ S/

Coloured Box 5
Waxed Dipped and 34.50
Painted 8/10-Frames:

Minimum order
quantity =150

Call or visit us today.

'Hornsby Branch S i Mt Druitt Branch

63A Hunter Lane Hornsby NSW 2077 i Umt 11, 71 Kurrajong Ave Mt Druitt NSW 2770

Phone: 02 9477 5569 | Fax: 02 9477 7494 Phone: 02 9625 5424 | Fax: 02 9625 7589

Trading hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm Trading hours: Mon — Fri 10am - 6pm - %

Sat 9am - 4pm 3 § 1L Sar 10am 5pm \ : PR HornSby

' Beekeeping Supplies

S T . e e e < ~ For all your beekeeping needs
info@hornsby-beekeeping.com | hornsby-beekeeplng.com ' S i

Don’t forget to collect your $5 hive tool at the conference.
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BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER
REPORT

Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320

Ph: 02 4939 8946 Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Spring brood work, Barrier systems,
Pollination and American foulbrood (AFB)

Spring Inspections

Everybody reading this article should by now have been
busy with their heads down in the brood boxes examining
every frame, as this is an important part of every new
beekeeping season. Don’t just check the frames that
currently have brood, also check the older/outer frames
just to be certain that there are no old sunken cells or
American foulbrood (AFB) scale there. Poke a match or
twig into every suspect cell, even if you are thinking it is
just a bit of chalkbrood.

Make sure that you shake all the bees off each frame and
have a good thorough look at both sides. While you have
the frame out of the hive you can also clean it up and
scrape off any burr comb so that you have a nice clean
box of brood frames when you are finished. If the hive is
strong enough, some operators lift up older brood frames
or outside frames containing honey and add in some new
waxed foundation frames or irradiated brood frames into
the brood box at the same time. These frames are later
extracted and then melted, burned or irradiated. Those
first inspections in spring should be a critical factor in
determining which of your hives will be producing your
honey in the coming months, which need to be requeened
or split to prevent swarming, which are in need of intensive
care and which are going to be burned or irradiated.

Drone layer and a dead out. This hive should have been requeened in February-
March, not neglected and then taken to almonds in August.

Barrier systems

If you run a barrier system and identify each hive with a
number or code, then record keeping is really simple. For
example, simply write down hive “Blue 3” or “A6” needs
action A, B, C and D and whoever works that load next can
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follow up on it. Don’t rely on your memory as to which
hive needs what work. Keeping accurate records is vital to
maintaining a high standard beekeeping operation.

Left alone, a bee colony does pretty well for itself over the
course of a year and it is interesting to note how many clean
colonies from a forgotten apiary will still be alive after
ten years. Beekeepers, on the other hand, are often their
bees’ worst nightmare. It is because of what beekeepers
do or don’t do that AFB continues to be an ongoing major
problem in Australia. This is due to beekeepers allowing
AFB to prosper within their operations by not dealing with
it effectively. They literally breed AFB!

the wax moth arrived.

Ifevery beekeeper ran a good barrier system, avoided using
antibiotics, did regular brood inspections and quickly dealt
with any hives showing signs of AFB, then the incidence of
AFB would drop dramatically. If all beekeepers operated



like this then the days of living in fear about putting a load
of bees on a rip-roaring honey flow because “Joe Bloggs
the AFB farmer” has a site nearby and you will probably
pick up a dose from his load of diseased hives would be a
distant forgotten memory.

Pollination and AFB

Unfortunately, that warm and fuzzy scenario seems but
a pipe dream at this stage, especially after what I saw
on the almonds this year (full story to be covered in the
next issue). Just a few days of looking around Robinvale
showed there are a lot of beekeepers who can’t even tell if
a beehive still has bees in it before they take it to almonds,
let alone if there are enough bees in the box to make the
7-8 frames required for pollination!

These three frames of bees should be at home in a nucleus hive, not on an
almond pollination job.

This is perhaps four frames of bees, so not a hive to send down to almonds.

How will these operators ever stop chasing their tail and
get on top of their disease issues if they can’t even remove
sub-standard hives from their loads before going to the
biggest pollination job in Australia! They also spread
disease to others by taking the hives there in the first place.
It is quite obvious that too many operators are running
far more hives than their current staffing and beekeeping
skills can adequately handle. I was taught from an early
age that you can never have enough hives to cover all the
honey flows that you will come across, so concentrate on
managing your hives well and doing as best as you can
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on the flows that you can cover. This will result in less
hives to manage, less travelling, and more time to spend
on each hive in preventing or dealing with disease. In the
end, there will also be a lot more honey to pull off!

A skilled operator running a manageable number of hives
(let’s say 400-500 if it is their full time job) will achieve
much better results for a lot less work than somebody
running 20-50% more hives, but who can never quite
seem to “get on top of everything”. A skilled beekeeper
knows that their main job is to breed and maintain healthy
bees and everything else falls into place after that. The
“numbers man” that just chases honey and paid pollination
but does not prioritise colony management will never do
as well.

Regularly inspect hives for disease, especially if they are becoming weak.
Prevent them from being robbed out!

Slime outs from Small Hive Beetle larvae are far more common in weak hives.
Keep hives strong and compact to reduce their occurrence.

By running too many bees you end up taking short cuts,
such as skipping regular brood checks, not managing
diseased hives and allowing robbing to happen.

Many beekeepers don’t understand AFB very well, which
is why they try to cure it by using antibiotics such as
oxytetracycline (OTC). OTC is only registered to treat
European foulbrood. Any other use on bees is illegal.
Antibiotics may assist with temporarily suppressing
symptoms but are unlikely to cure the disease. The only
sure way to control AFB is to euthanise the bees, destroy
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the affected hives and their components by burning, treat
the hives by hot wax dip or irradiate the affected hives and
frames.

Sterilization by fire - this approach works well with AFB riddled colonies!

What long term users of OTC will also be starting to see
is that it “just doesn’t seem to work as well as it used to”
and it has to be used more often. What this shows is that
unfortunately their hives are permanently full of AFB
spores. Their misuse of OTC may also be breeding OTC
resistant strains of AFB, as has occurred in some countries
overseas.

It is easy to breed up bees, so don’t be lazy when it comes
to destroying colonies infected by AFB — ‘kill and grill’
the diseased colony and bring up a clean nucleus hive to
take its place!

A few examples of what beekeepers need to consider so to
improve their methods and management;

e Ifyou went to the almonds and the broker did not
pay for all of your hives, or compliance burned
some or told you to get them out then you need to
improve your beekeeping.

e If you need to use antibiotics regularly to keep
on top of your AFB, then how you are currently
“managing AFB” is not very effective! Stop us-
ing antibiotics, run a closed barrier system and
start killing/burning/irradiating everything that
comes down with AFB.

e If you routinely find dead-outs in your loads then
you need to improve on your overall management
of colony strength. You are probably also spread-
ing AFB as your hives and those of others may be
robbing them out and potentially picking up AFB
spores from within the hive. A hive doesn’t have
to be showing AFB symptoms to have AFB spores
in it (spores are the infectious stage of AFB and
they can easily live for 40-70 years), so if bees rob
out honey they may take spores back to feed to
their own brood!

e If other beekeepers seem to find the dead-outs in
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your loads before you do and you really can’t or
don’t care about it then perhaps you need to sell
up and find a new job. You may well be a major bi-
osecurity threat that causes AFB to spread around
the area.

Complying with the Australian Honey Bee Industry Code
of Practice is a good step towards making yourself a better
beekeeper, so download and read the Code at https:/
honeybee.org.au/programs/code-of-practice-and-national-
bee-biosecurity-program/.

If you are a commercial sized beekeeper (50+ hives) and
would like assistance with implementing improvements
within your operation, your record keeping, Biosecurity for
Beekeeper BOLT tokens, implementing a barrier system
or moving away from using antibiotics, please contact me
on 0438 677 195 or rod.bourke(@dpi.nsw.gov.au.

lll ustralla

Plastic Beehive Components
Made in Australia by Max Cane Apiaries

FULL DEPTH FOUNDATION SHEETS

» Made in Australia for Australian conditions

* Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
* Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
* Natural cell size

* Mitred bottom corners

* 6mm engagement tongue

Std colour Black, Natural, Yellow and Red
Other colours available with large orders (5000+)

Also available:
Nuplas plastic frames (made in Australia)
Full Depth, W.S.P and Ideal

Contact:

MAX CANE APIARIES

9 McGibbony Crt, Ararat, Victoria, Australia
Phone: 0427 501 551

ABN 561 108 274




AUSTRAI TAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL TNC

Addess P Bord253 REredew O A4S Fumne: 07 5487 ZAS
"'-'_'75-.':-“ Email Addres:: shbi@naerbes oz au Weh Site wwna honeybes oz au

STATEMENT OF RECENT FRAUDULENT HONEY CLAIMS.

The Antimalian honey hee indishry 1t 2 amall mdusity with a BIG mpact The Anstrabhan Honey
Bee Industry Counal {AHBIC) believes with 100% pure Anttmlon Honey, we have the absolnte
best honey m the wordd

The whole beekeepmng cemmumiy 13 dizappomied with the allepabons of adubevation m the
Avsivalean retnl honey market aml 2 keen to restoue cosiemess that thee 5 2 qoestum

about mposied honey, not fasivalem boney. Anttrahan boney & tale and not muder goestum
Anstralian homery therld be troshed

AHEIC hat recenily asked the Antimalon povermment @ begmn nany Noclear Mapnetic Besonanre
{NME) o et hewy moported min Aushaha 2t one of the best avalable methods of tesi
AHEIC made thns request on the 4th of Jnky 2018 md i 12 baoe consulered by Government  Since
that tme AHBIC has hecome aware of questtims sbout the veracaty of the NMR testing on iz own
2t = apyEREiEe et epmne and 13 ooy derost o with Government 2t to what & the
most effecine and relsable snete of (etime measores that need o be nsed & denbfy adolterated
ey

Throngh it stratepxe plin AHBHC bas identified a2 2 key pronty the need to mamban access @

well finchomnp kel and hedp mamiam 3 viable domeshic honey market Tint 12 onderpommed by
to:

Eﬂ:felmungnq:nltnd' bee prviucts and Imported Honey testmp/proincs]l focns and act 2t

“watchdo” to the ACCC and Government

- test mposied oy tanmples and repost en-commpiymye prodocts @ ACCC."

Thas 1tsie hiphhohis the need to moease the coment testing raie of only 5% of shopmentz of honey
workmp with the Government to achieve the
AHBIC cannot conement forther on the tpecfics of the corment cxe at i 8 not aware of the nll

detaile, bt folly sopporis a speedy mwestyrabon by the ACCC of ths matter. AHBIC brosis the
ACCC o protect the intrevests of the conasmes.

B 13 estential at 3 teme hke fhis that the pubhic peis belimid Anstrabion beekeepers and coampames
who provide 3 redmble anl quabity honey product

Peter McDonald
Chair
5 Sepiember, 2018

35 Australia’s Honeybee News September - October 2018



YOUR EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL SUMMARY

Points from Executive Meeting 16 August 2018
e [t should be noted that new Executive mem-
bers Brian Woolfe and Steve Cunial attended
the meeting in their new roles and provided
some very productive input.

e (asey Cooper has been asked to document
GPS recording of Apiary sites on Travelling
Stock Routes in the Northern Tablelands in
what will be a pilot program for NSW. (No
start date as yet)

e Stephen Targett & Brian Woolfe attended In-
dustry Liaison Officer (ILO) training in Mel-
bourne on September 11 &12. Industry liai-
son training is nationally accredited training
that was funded by AHBIC. Two representa-
tives from every state including one from the
NT attended

e The training included the importance of the
Liaison Officer, roles and responsibilities and
conflict of interest declarations. The training
was concluded by the role playing for two bee
related incidences occurring within Victoria.
These exercises were a great learning tool and
showed how underprepared NSW (primar-
ily DPI) is for a major bee incident in NSW.
Victoria have bee trained and equipped rapid
response teams — NSW have????

e (asey Cooper being a member on the Bee In-
dustry Biosecurity Consultative Committee
(BIBCC) advised that the committee is start-
ing to show some good results

e Guest Speakers to the Executive meeting were
Paul Wells and Alex Russell from NSW De-
partment of Primary Industries who addressed
the meeting re: Integrated Forestry Operations
Approval (IFOA). There were 3000 IFOA
submissions sent in, therefore it will be some
time before there is a result. Copies of sub-
missions can be viewed on the Parliamentary
website under Submissions.

e Guest Speakers Nick Geoghegan and Alex
Russell joined the meeting to discuss out-
standing issues and outcome re: Apiary Sites
on Public lands.

Australia’s Honeybee News September - October 2018

36

Even Better Than
Manuka? Jarrah and
Marri Honey: A Liquid
Goldrush of Medical

Benefits.
By: Sean Murphy

In high demand, Jarrah and Marri honey fetches a high
price due to its medicinal properties (ABC News)

Western Australia is experiencing a new gold rush, but it
has nothing to do with precious metals.

It’s liquid gold — honey sourced from the state’s unique
jarrah and other forests, rich in antimicrobial and other
health giving properties.

Farm gate prices have increased tenfold in the last decade
and the strongest “medi-honeys” are now selling for as
much as $100 a kilogram in China.

Independent testing of jarrah and marri honey in New
Zealand in 2016 found that it had stronger antimicrobial
properties than the much prized manuka honey.

Jarrah and marri honey samples were submitted for a
phenol equivalence assay, which compared resistance
against Staphylococcus aureus, otherwise known as
golden staph.

The results confirm work being done by WA’s
government laboratory, the ChemCentre which has also
found the forest honeys are anti-inflammatory, high in
antioxidants and are good for human gut health.

The ChemCentre’s principal food scientist Ken Dods,
said some of the WA samples had 30 per cent higher
activity than manuka.

“Jarrah and Marri honey, because of the nature of

the activity that we have — which is a peroxide

based activity — actually has quite a broad spectrum
antimicrobial activity,” Mr Dods said.

“Diversity is a very good thing because ... what we end
up with is stronger therapeutic outcomes.”



Mr Dods is managing a $3.1 million research project on
WA'’s bioactive honeys.

He said the aim was to build science-based foundations
for the industry including how to measure the range of
bioactivity in the forest honeys.

“What I’m doing is helping them produce something
more consistently and more clearly identifying for them
the key attributes of those honeys that they can then use
in their marketing,” Mr Dods said.

“The ChemCentre is providing the international
certification that gives the credibility that enables them to
get a really good price for their product.”

Investors buzzing as popularity grows

Prices are already surging on the back of unprecedented
demand for WA’s mono-floral honey, which is selling for
about $30 a kilogram at the farm gate.

According to chairman of the WA Bee Industry Council,
Colin Fleay, five new extraction and packing plants
have been built recently to take advantage of export
opportunities, changing what has been a largely cottage-
based industry selling blended honey.

“They [investors] are all coming in now, as soon as
people realise the worth of the product because it sells
itself,” Mr Fleay said.

“If you’ve got a good product with major health benefits
people are going to want it and if there’s a premium on it
compared to the normal price of honey, anywhere there’s
money people will come.”

The state’s biggest producer is Capilano, which bought
into WA honey industry in 2013 and now includes media
baron Kerry Stokes as a 20 per cent shareholder.

Managing director Michael Bellman said the company
wanted to triple its production of jarrah and other forest
honeys but was mindful of the market fraud which had
beset New Zealand’s manuka industry.

Welcome to

New Members

Daniel Warman - Dubbo, NSW
Ruth Howard - Dubbo, NSW
Brett McPherson - Yoogali, NSW
Wendy Randoll - Sextonville, NSW
Kevin Hayward - Wandandian, NSW
Noel Melki - Kenthurst, NSW
Phillip Relf - Binna Burra, NSW
Davis Koerner - Watervale, SA
Alan Ernst - Rosewood, QLD
Dwayne Sykes - Dubbo, NSW
Romina Rader - Armidale, NSW
Noreen Munson - Billywillinga, NSW
Zack Blackwell - West Kempsey, NSW
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He said WA producers were working together to certify
international distributors and create consistent industry
standards.

“It’s so important we maintain a presence in Western
Australia, we keep packing in WA. We don’t want to send
bulk honey overseas, which can be adulterated like the
New Zealand stuff has happened,” Mr Bellman said.

“It can end up being 10 tonne on the ground becoming
100 tonne because they put something else in it, so we
want to make sure that whole custodian supply chain is
maintained.”

Traceability and chain of custody models will be key
areas of research for the newly formed Honey Bee
Products Collaborative Research Centre (CRC), which
was opened in Perth at the end of last year.

With a budget of about $7 million the CRC will have
up to 26 research projects running at once in areas
such as bee health and nutrition, hive site management,
plantations and professional certification.

“What it does is connect us with everything that’s
happening internationally ... so we can translate
immediately something we see out there and bring it into
Australia and incorporate it into what we’re doing,” said
the CRC’s new chief executive Liz Barbour.

Dr Barbour said the CRC may join an international
research effort to breed bees resistant to the varroa mite
parasite, which had devastated colonies around the world.

Australia was one of the only places where the parasite
had not taken hold and the CRC could use cutting edge
proteomics to study varroa resistant bees discovered in
Brazil and Africa.

Dr Barbour said researchers could investigate resistance
without exposing any bees to the varroa mite.

“Normally if you want to breed up resistance in a
population you have to expose it to that disease,” she
said.

“The new way of doing that scientifically is actually to
look at ... the protein profile of a bee that is resistant, and
instead of us actually exposing the bee to the disease we
look for those protein profiles and then we start breeding
bees up.

“And of course the big advantage is we have one of the
oldest breeding programs here in Western Australia.”

WA has what is thought to be the world’s oldest
continuous queen bee breeding program on Rottnest
Island which could be crucial if Australia has to survive a
future incursion of varroa mite.

The program began in 1980 when the Department of
Agriculture started 20 new breeding lines because
quarantine restrictions meant local bee keepers could no
longer import queens from the eastern states.

The Better Bee program is now a collaboration between
eight commercial bee keepers who send drones and
queens to Rottnest every year to help maintain the genetic

Australia’s Honeybee News September - October 2018



health and diversity of their hives.

Rottnest is 16 kilometres from the mainland, which is too
far for bees to fly so the isolation guarantees the genetic
integrity of the program.

The queens bred on the holiday island are famed for their
calm temperament and ability to produce bees which
yield up to double the global average of honey per hive.

According to Mr Fleay, who is one of the Rottnest
breeders, the island could be crucial for the survival of the
industry if there is a verroa mite incursion.

“You could go and set up a permanent breeding program
over there and supply the rest of the mainland and you
could trial verroa resistant stock and things like that, so
the Rottnest Island project is an integral part of the whole
survival mechanism we’ve got in plan,” Mr Fleay said.

Cold Storage for Honey Bee
Colonies Breaks the Brood Cycle

and Makes Varroa Treatments
More Effective. How Cool!!

The black bump on this honey bee's back is a varroa mite. Mites weaken bees’
immune systems, transmit viruses, and siphon off nutrients. Photo by Scott
Bauer, USDA Agricultural Research Service.

By: Scott Weybright — College of Agricultural, Human
and Natural Resource Sciences

PULLMAN, Wash. — Saving honey bees is easier when
varroa mite infestation is reduced. WSU researchers
are hoping mid-season hibernation can help in the fight
against the mighty mites.

Varroa mites are pests that weaken bees’ immune
systems, transmit viruses and siphon off nutrients.
They’re a huge factor in colony collapse around the
country.

“Most treatments only kill varroa on adult bees, and are
generally only effective for three days,” said Brandon
Hopkins, assistant professor of entomology and manager
of the WSU bee program. “But a lot of mites live in the
brood, which are under a wax cap that treatments can’t
touch. Those bees hatch out and are already afflicted.”
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Currently, treating for mites requires three treatments
over a 21-day period to make sure you treat all the new
bees that come out infested with mites.

These treatments are difficult and expensive because
beekeepers must treat all their colonies on a specific
schedule. It’s very labor intensive to treat thousands of
colonies by hand three times at precise timing cycles,
Hopkins said.

Cold storage

Bees don’t truly hibernate, but they do change their
behavior in winter. Queens stop laying eggs, so no new
‘brood’ is created at that time.

Last August, WSU researchers put 200 honey bee
colonies into refrigerated storage. This is a time when
bees are still active, but have finished making honey
for the season, and there are no crops that require
pollination. It’s also when beekeepers normally do a
round of mite treatments.

By placing colonies in refrigerators, the queen stops
laying new eggs, which stops the production of brood.
When the bees come out of refrigeration, there is no
‘capped brood’.

At that point, Hopkins and his team apply a varroa
treatment on the adult bees.

The initial results were overwhelmingly positive.
Researchers found an average of five mites per 100 bees
on the control colonies (not refrigerated) one month after
the normal three-cycle mite treatment.

The refrigerated colonies had an average of 0.2 mites per
100 bees one month after the single mite treatment.

“That’s a significant decrease,” Hopkins said.
“Refrigeration is expensive, so we need to do more work
to prove the cost is worth it for beekeepers, but we’re
really excited so far.”

Additionally, the infestation levels varied tremendously
from colony to colony in the control samples. That’s
because of the difficulty in treating colonies consistently
over three cycles. The colonies that had the refrigeration
treatment had consistent mite numbers with little
variation.

Doubling down

After hearing about this research, a few beekeepers
approached the WSU scientists about doing a similar
round of refrigeration in the early spring. Most
commercial beekeepers in the U.S. take their colonies to
California for almond pollination in February and March.
But there’s a time gap between the end of the almond
pollination season and the start of pollination season in
the northwest.

“Beekeepers generally have two periods of time for



They know me.
They know my farm.

That’s why I’'m
insured with WFI.

I At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your
business and how it operates. Because when we get to

know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

backed by@

AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722

farm insurance
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mite treatments, before the bees make honey and after,”
Hopkins said.

Once bees have mites, the infestation increases during the
pollination and honey production months.

“But if they can start with low mite numbers, the bees are
healthier during the honey production period,” Hopkins
said. “A lot of varroa damage comes while the bees are
making honey.”

Calculated risk with 100 colonies

This spring, Belliston Bros., a commercial Idaho
beekeeper, donated 100 honey bee colonies to do a
refrigeration study just like the one done in August last
year.

“It’s a big risk for them,” Hopkins said. “But if it works,
beekeepers would have significantly better varroa control
while using fewer chemicals. And they’ll have better
colony survival during the following pollinating season.
It’s a win all-around.”

Nobody really knows how bees will react to being put
back into their winter mode in what is normally the
middle of their active season, he said. But that’s what
science is all about. And if this works, it could be a
major and environmentally sound victory in the great
varroa mite battle that beekeepers have been waging for
decades.
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“We’re hopeful,” Hopkins said. “We won’t have results

back for several months, but we’re excited we may have
a way to help beekeepers keep their colonies strong and
stable.”

Bees
For Sale

Central West
100 + 10 Frame x 2
Price Negotiable

Phone
0427 658 506
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.ﬁf RL Dewar T/A Inseminated
L™ o Bee Build Breeder Queens
Th (DGQ's- Dewar Gerdts)
- Rdoaswhat |s says- Builds BEES Produced from tested Hyglenic
‘ klm' Ilﬁﬂl "m "I" “d“ m'"'"'“ "““rd‘““ {Cleaning Gene) Stock for Rapld
& Indlustry Resea
{Fat Bees, Skinny Bees- RIRDC Pub No. 05/054) Respanse Behaviour

Visit: www.beebulkl.com.au for full story
and how to fesd. Avallable In 10 kg, 20kg
{post or coach) and 25kg bulk buying

Baa Bulld Protsin Sausage: 500gm and 1kg
fAlso avalfable at good Beekeeping Suppliers)

Ex National Breeding Program. All profits
nwasted in ongoing rasearch
Visit: www.dewancorp.com.au

Open Mated Lines tested by: Linddsay
Bourke (Tas.) and Mal Alroy (Q3d) for
geographical varlation; also tested In

Bea Boost: S00gm- a probiotk for bees the UAE aganst varroa
Enquirias & Salas Contact: Laurle Dewar Enquirias & Sales Contact: Laurle
Ph: 0427 725 802 Dawar Ph: 0427 715 802
Emall: besbulki®optusnet.com.au Email: dewarquesns&optusnet.com.au
BEE ENGINEERING Manufacturers of
MANUFACTURERS OF Wire Queen Excluders

Tobin Escape Board Corners
Gal Lid Covers
gga@mng T Metal Vents

BEEKEEPING MACHINES TObin Hive TOOIS
WE SPECIALISE IN THE MANUFACTURE Gal Cut to Size
OF

STAINLESS STEEL COTTESBROOK HONEY
UNCAPPERS AND DEBOXERS

6 MODELS OF UNCAPPERS _
David and Tracey Parker
TO SUIT EVERY APPLICATION Fitzgeralds Mt Blayney 2799
DEBOXERS Ph: 02 6368 5889
Fax: 02 6368 5989
Phone (08) 9259 0676 Email: cotbrook7@bigpond.com
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box 126 Parkwood
Western Australia 6147

TO SUIT ALL BOX AND FRAME SIZES

This business was previously
owned by EC Tobin and Son
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Could this be happening to your beehives?

Disease in bee equipment can be a major problem
if left untreated.

The devastating effect diseases such as American
and European Foulbrood can cause is a constant
& concern for beekeepers.

s reatment using Gamma Irradiation is a well

M established and proven method for eliminating

| pathogens from bee equipment and killing all
forms of insect and pest contamination.

Irradiation also assists with increasing honey yield.

Is sterilisation a key step in your production process?

Gamma Irradiation provides the most effective sterilisation solution for
manufacturers of medicinal honey products.

Sterilisation ensures a quality product that meets all regulatory and business
requirements.

Steritech has been a provider of Gamma Irradiation services to the medicinal
honey industry for many years. Using our expertise and knowledge we can
assist you with your sterilisation requirements.

YOU CAN RELY ON IRRADIATION —YOU CAN RELY ON STERITECH

Your bees are calling out to you!

Steritech has been providing Gamma
Irradiation to the beekeeping industry for

Innovation is driven from ideas

The concept of using irradiation in the beekeeping industry
all started with an idea on how to do things a bit differently.

many years. In fact, the irradiation of bee
equipment was pioneered in Australia! We are constantly trying to develop ways to utilise our

processes to help your industry in lots of new ways.
Whether our service is used to eliminate

current contamination or is used as a
preventative measure,
N Steritech is always happy
to help our beekeepers.

But without your ideas and input, gamma irradiation would not
be where it is today.

Come and share your thoughts and ideas
with us. You could hold the key to
developing a new application that could =
alter the beekeeping industry forever.

From beehives to medical
\ applications, Steritech
® is there for you.
Serhieet e o ol Please contact us about any inspirational ideas you have
member of the NSWAA

Steritech ww.steritech.com.au
- e

STERITECH NSW
Jamie Crighton
National Business Development Manager
Tel: 02 8785 4400
Email: jerighton@steritech.com.au

STERITECH QLD
Glenn Robertson
QLD General Manager
Tel: 07 3293 1566
Email: grobertson@steritech.com.au

STERITECH VIC
Raymond Bryden
VIC Sales Executive
Tel: 03 8726 5566
Email: rbryden@steritech.com.au
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WOODWORKS
ALL AUSTRALIAN HOOP PINE
FRAMES BI?IPBES
FULL DEPTH CLEARER
WSP BOARDS
IDEALS BOTTOM

HONEY COMB BOARDS
QUEEN CAGES RISERS & MORE

Contact: Phil Kethel
15 Crawford Close Bellingen NSW 2454
Ph/Fax: (02) 6655 1385
Mobile: 0428 960 917
Email: philkhydescreekww(@bigpond.com

L, a5
A home fit for a Queen B
Give your bees the best <82
Australian owned & manufactured 4 Y

Quality Hoop Pine § &
@ 2

S

from Australian-Grown Hoop Pine

+ Phone, Email and Bulk Orders welcomed
+ Postage and freight options available

Shed 9B Industrial Avenue
Morayfield Q 4125
Main 0484 598 580
0411 251 901
bbeesuppliesmorayfield@hotmail.com

+ Buying all grades of wax
+ Large range of beekeeping supplies

ansfpcuning &SP “‘

806 River Road
Kingaroy Q 4610
Main 0427 946 614
0429 130 167
bbeesupplies@bordernet.com.au

Website: www.burnettheekeepingsupplies.com.au
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S AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY

PASSING OF IAN STEPHENS

A stalwart of the beekeeping industry in Tasmania and
Australia, lan Stephens, passed away. There was a private
funeral held for lan. There will be a Memorial Service on
Sunday 23 September, 2018 at 1pm in the Mole Creek
Hall.

On behalf of the industry we would pass on our
condolences to Shirley and the family. I will put in more
about lan’s life after the Memorial Service on 23rd.

VEGAN HONEY

AHBIC is still awaiting actions by either the New South
Wales Food Council or the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) on our complaint about
the vegan honey.

The ACCC advised they were not going to take any
action but note it on their files. AHBIC has asked the
ACCC to reconsider and are awaiting their response.
Not sure what is happening with the NSW Food Council.
I have reported two (2) instances in the past week where
this product is still for sale in health food shops in
Ballarat and Castlemaine in Victoria.

To say that AHBIC is very disappointed with the response
from either the NSW Food Council or the ACCC would
be an understatement.

ASIAN BEES IN DARWIN

lan Zadow and Stephen Fewster spent a week in Darwin
helping out with the surveillance and also talking with
the Department about the next steps to take. At this time
there are no bees being found foraging in Darwin. Just
some stingless bees.

The Exercise Bee Prepared will be held in Darwin on 20
September. I will be attending to represent AHBIC in the
exercise.

Whilst there I will be consulting with Jenny Shanks

for PHA who runs the National Bee Pest Surveillance
Program (NBPSP) and the NT Department about how the
NBPSP can be run in the NT. Unless you have been to
the NT, it is hard to comprehend that beekeeping there is
totally different to beekeeping in other parts of Australia.
Having sentinel hive at the port is not easy due to the lack
of suitable bee flora in the area.

As Darwin is one of our high risk areas for the
introduction of exotic bees, it is important that we do all
we can to help the NT put in place a program that suits
their conditions and also provides us with maximum
protection.

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Please let me introduce myself, I am Peter McDonald
and have recently been elected as the Chairman of the
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC).

I am 50 years old and a commercial beekeeper based in
Castlemaine, central Victoria. With my wife Michelle
we run a business mainly based upon honey production
which also incorporates some pollination.

I grew up in a family that operated a large migratory
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beekeeping operation but left to pursue other careers
when 17. Firstly in the Army as a communications
technician operating from bases in Melbourne and
Brisbane and then in the Computing field based at the
University of Southern Queensland in Toowoomba. |
returned to beekeeping full time 15 years ago.

I have been involved with various beekeeping industry
groups at local, state and national levels over the years
assisting where I could. I have been a member of the
AHBIC Executive for the past 4 years, becoming the
Deputy Chairman last year. When I first joined the
AHBIC Executive 4 years ago I thought I had a good
understanding of what it did. I was astounded by the
amount of work that is involved.

The breadth and complexity of issues AHBIC have to
deal with continues to grow, year on year and each one
of these issues are vital to the continued running of our
industry as a whole and for each and every one of our
individual businesses as a consequence. [ would like to
thank all of you who have continued as, or recently come
on board as a Friend of AHBIC. It is essential that we re-
vitalise all our industry organisations as they all work for
the betterment of beekeeping.

I would like to personally thank all the previous people
who have contributed their time and effort to AHBIC
over the years it has been in existence. In particular, |
would like to personally thank the following recently
retired members of the AHBIC Executive:

Lindsay Bourke. Lindsay is our outgoing Chairman who
has served the beekeeping industry for a long time in
many roles. He has always been a positive and passionate
advocate for beekeeping, constantly promoting the best
aspects of our industry.

Ian Zadow. lan also has been a long serving member

of AHBIC, a previous Chairman and also a passionate
industry advocate. He was a driving force in undertaking
the vital role of implementation of the Biosecurity Code
of Practice and continues as our Chair of the Disease and
Quarantine Committee.

Phil McHugh. Phil was only on the Executive for the past
year but brought much needed skills and clarity of vision
that was greatly appreciated and very timely for the
development of our recent 2018 Strategic Plan.

I ask that you all help AHBIC through being involved
within our industry structure in some way. Helping the
industry groups helps us all individually as a result.
Please also spread enthusiasm and optimism throughout
our Honey Bee Community as to what could be
accomplished if we all work together.

Peter McDonald
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The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment
& stainless steel manufacturing. Creating the largest
Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

Horizontal Extractors
+ 36 to 60 frame 3 bank - 48 to 144 frame 4 bank
- 198 frame 6 bank « Twin Systems
- Automated self loading machines

» Wax Melters - 200 Itr to 750 Itr
» Reducers - 1200 to 1800
» Capping spinner « S/S vane pumps
» Centrifuge . Heat exchange
» Storage tanks « Mixing/heating tanks

restige
tainléss

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P: +6135859 1492 -F:+61 3 5859 1495
E: info@prestigestainless.com

www.prestigestainless.com.au

THE POLLEN SUBSTITUTE THAT
WORKS!

The only product that closely
emulates natural pollen for better hive
development

100% natural plant products, contains no
pollen or hive products
Doubles brood rearing

Doubles colony population
Doubles Honey Crop
Use it for hives going into pollination
Use it to build strong Nucs

David & Tracey Parker
(02) 6368 5889

cotbrook7@bigpond.com
Dave 0428829237

www.feedbee.com
The proof is in the results!
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BEECHWORTH
HONEY

Beechworth Honey now
sourcing Australian
Beeswax direct from

beekeepers

A Grade Quality Australian Beeswax

Please contact Steven Goldsworthy
Mobile: 0419 559 242 - Office: 02 6033 2322
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The Revolutionary

BLUEBEES Brood Box Bottom Boards
for 8 to 10 Frame Hives
wwwbluabaas.comau

“Prevention is Better Than Cure”

CHEMICAL FREE - Pests become resistant

to pesticides, bees suffer, honey & wax are polluted.
Bluebees Boards curtail chemical use, your honey remains natural!

o Supresses humidity & deprives the Small Hive Beetle
(SHB) breeding conditions in the hive

o Facilitates dry & clean hives with strong & healthy bees,
best bottom board for pollination

o Empowers bees to hunt & eject interloping pests such as:
SHB, Wax Moth & Varroa - (not yet in Australia), as well
as debris from the hive

Made in Australia to Professional Beekeeper Standards
Winner 2012 - Bendigo Inventor Award for
Agriculture and Environment Sustainability

Contact: J-Pierre Mercader (Proprietor) Phone: 0412 541 060

Email: jpm@bluebees.com.au Website: www.bluebees.com.au

Protected by The Australian Federal Government IP Design 14221/2010 & 14222/2010. Extended till November 2020.
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Supporting Aussie
Beekeepers Since 1953
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For more than 60 years Capilano Honey has grown from a small beekeeping cooperative into Australia’s an
of the world’s largest honey packing companies. Domestic and international demand for Capilano branded honey
is very strong and we are actively seeking to expand our supplier network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax
from new and existing beekeepers. Capilano Honey does not require suppliers to be shareholders in order to
conduct business, so give us a call to discuss your interest in supplying Capilano.

Contact: Ben McKee Contact: Bill Winner Contact: Michael Bellman
Managing Director Beekeeper Services Manager Branch Manager, Western Australia
Phone: 1800 350 977 Phone: 1800 350 977 Phone: 1800 350 977
Fax: (07) 3712 8285 Fax: (07) 3712 8285 Fax: (08) 9271 1025
Email: b.mckee@capilano.com.au Email: b.winner@capilano.com.au Email: m.bellman@capilano.com.au

Australia’s favourite honey, naturally! -
www.capilano.com.au
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AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL

For beekeeping information read
The American Bee Journal
Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material,
including questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00
Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2" Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324  Fax: (217) 847 3660
Email: abj@dadant.com
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com
The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE

The Magazine of American Beekeeping
Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.
Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas
For more information and a free sample copy
Contact: The Editor
PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE BUZZ!

South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter
Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA

(minimum subs $88.00)

For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA

1 Parma Street, Pt Broughton SA 5522

Phone: (08) 8635 2257
Email: secretary(@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER

Bi-monthly newsletter for
The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney
Email: susancarney@me.com

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc. - www.
nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions: Pauline Downie
PO Box 25207 Wellington 6146 New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254
Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising: Certa Solutions
PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515
Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz
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CONTACT US TO REQUEST A QUOTE OR BOOK A DELIVERY T. 02 6851 1155
BEN SMITH - E. ben@superbee.com.au

PAYMENT IN 30 DAYS OR LESS

r Bee Wonderful Pty Ltd

ABN. 37 113 160 571

Cnr Newell Hwy & Landrace Rd
Forbes NSW 2871

T. (02) 6851 1155

E (02) 6851 1177

www.superbee.com.au




SCHUTZ

PACKAGING SYSTEMS

SCHUTZ ECOBULK

EATURES INCLUDE:

- Economically designed for the safe

- Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high

- Capacity MX ECOBULK — 1,000L (275 Gal)

- Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment
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CONTACT SCHUTZ TO ORDER YOUR ECOBULK TODAY AT SALESAU@SCHUETZ.NET OR ON 03 9360 9291
WWW.SCHUETZ.NET




