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TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add $4 Per Queen 

PAYMENT BY:  Cheque or Direct Debit 
Details on orderingQUEEN BEES

ITALIAN
Prices effective from 1 July 2019

UNTESTED 
1-10 .......... $32.00 each 
11-49 ........ $28.00 each               
50+ ........... $24.00 each             Join now 
and isolated mated breeders = $600.00

DENMAR APIARIES

PO Box 99  WONDAI  Queensland 4606
Phone: 0448 690 064  Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com



 

Membership Subscription Rates
The Association Membership year runs

from: 1 March to 28 February
   Note: Rates from 1 March 2017

      0 to   10 hives        $100.00     1 vote
    11 to 200 hives        $200.00     2 votes
  201 to  400 hives        $300.00     4 votes
  401 +  $1.00 per hive       6 votes
  700 +   $1.00 per hive       8 votes
1001 + $1.00 per hive     10 votes
Over 1500 hives $1.00 per hive       12 votes
Affiliated/Retired/Student			$65.00				1	vote
Honeybee	News	subscriber/member	
                 $65.00    0 vote

Membership Benefits
• Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be 

represented through a common organisation 
• Lobby	to	maintain	access	to	essential	floral	resources
• Help to secure your Industry’s future
• Provide strong representation to Government 
• Membership Badge
• Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers
• Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News the NSWAA  

bi-monthly Journal & FREE	classified	advertisement	in	Journal
• Annual	State	Conference	&	Trade/Field	Days
• Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA Branches
• Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers and NSW DPI 

representatives at meetings, workshops and conferences
• WFI	-	Insurance	for	Rural	Business,	Business	&	Strata	-	1300	934	

934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ Association 
(NSWAA)	to	help	member	benefits.	Please	let	your	local	Area	
Manager	know	that	you	are	a	member	to	receive	this	benefit	for	
the Association. - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417 943 451 E: jane.
jones@wfi.com.au

• SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members’ rate
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President’s Report

Congratulations to Therese Kershaw who was recognized 
by	Agrifutures	for	the	unselfish	work	she	does	for	the	
Apiary industry.  Well deserved.  Congratulations also to 
Danny Le Feuvre who is now on the Agrifutures Board.  
Congratulations to Neil Bingley who is now on the 
Agrifutures Honey Bee & Pollination Panel.   Thank you 
to those beekeepers who applied to be on the Agrifutures 
Honey Bee & Pollination Panel.

YAHOO YAHOO YAHOO   NSWAA was successful 
with	our	Bushfire	Industry	Recovery	Grant	application.		
We will receive all the money that we asked for with 
the application.   $1,942,629	spread	across	six	different	
projects.  For project details see the last edition of the 
HBN.  The application was submitted by University of 
Sydney for the industry.

Three	of	the	projects	involve	testing/analysis	of	honey	
samples.  This requires beekeepers to collect honey 
samples	and	fill	out	a	questionnaire	ref	the	sample	and	
mail in.  Details will be provided.

I have been on ABC TV News along with the 
Lockwood’s reference the recovery of bees after the 
drought	and	bushfires.		I	have	also	been	on	radio	ABC	
Sunday afternoons with the Murrays, ABC with James 
Valentine	and	finally	ABC	South	East	with	regard	to	
bushfire	recovery	and	also	biosecurity.		Listeners	are	keen	
to hear about our industry.

Most beekeepers are way up on honey production this 
year compared to last year due to good rainfall and 
resultant	ground	flora.		Hives	and	bees	lost	due	to	the	
drought	and	bushfires	have	been	replaced.	This	is	great	
news for individual businesses.  The honey bonus paid 
by two major packers for deliveries prior to 1st Dec has 
also helped business income.  I am reliably informed one 
packer is paying $6.80 kg – as normal honey payment – 
no bonuses involved.

Transfer of public land sites – anyone wishing to transfer 
public land sites please contact Nick Geoghegan and he 
will	provide	a	form	to	fill	out	for	the	transfer.		In	time	
this will be self-service and done on line.  That will not 
be the case in the short term.  If you are having problems 
accessing BPASS please contact Nick and he will walk 
you through the process.

Madlen Kratz has been successful with a small smarty 
grants application for testing of commercially available 
pollen and pollen substitutes.  I look forward to seeing 
the	final	report.

The executive continues to plan for 2021 Honeyland. 
This	will	depend	on	what	the	RAS	COVID	safety	
plan may be.  We are also planning for a normal (??) 
conference at Tamworth in 2021.  Numbers may be 
limited at the venue – if that is the case bookings will be 
first	in	get	the	tickets.		At	this	stage	there	will	be	a	honey	
competition in a smaller format than what was originally 
planned.

Zac Alcock will be attending the Marcus Oldham course 
in 2021.  Thank you Zac.

The Agrifutures funded AHBIC review of the honey levy 
has been completed and is available on the Agrifutures 
website.  The current honey levy is not sustainable to 
fund everything that the industry requires funded.  One 
third of all honey produced is sold without any levy being 
paid.  The cost of collecting honey levies is also quite 
high.  These are big issues.  Be prepared to discuss honey 
levies in the near future.

The NSWAA business plan is up for review.  It was 
resolved at the November executive meeting to hold 
a workshop at Dubbo Monday 22 Feb 2021.  Branch 
presidents plus one member from each branch will be 
invited to attend this workshop.  The executive meeting 
will be on the Tuesday.  Details will be forwarded when 
we have a venue booked.

Thank you to all our members who have given the 
executive a vote of thanks by paying your membership.  
We hope that you agree with the job we have done and 
will renew your membership in 2021.  Spread the word 
about	the	benefits	of	being	a	member.

Lastly	Merry	Christmas	and	Happy	New	Year	from	your	
executive.  May honey abound in the year ahead.

Stephen Targett
President

Wanted
Cover Photos

Do you have a bee related photograph 
that you would like to see on the cover 

of Australia’s Honeybee News?
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Honey Wanted
We Look For:
100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity
Packed in IBCs

Call:0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie

Auburn NSW 2144

APIARY	COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO	Box	5,	Mt	Nebo	Road,	Mt	Nebo	QLD	4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231
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AUSTRALIA’S NO.1 
BEEKEEPING LOADER|

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader 
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd
Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable 
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800  686 
411 to organise your obligation free demo!

Ability to load the truck from 
one side using telescopic boom
Huge lifting capacity up to 
1500kg 
Park sideways across truck 
Optional air-conditioned cabin
Self Levelling Boom
Prompt delivery Australia wide

All terrain 4wd with 
outstanding stability 
Backed by a Family business for 
over 25 years 
Save time and man power
Easy to access and operate
Over 200 attachments
Easy finance options available

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com | 
www.avantequipment.com




















Compact Articulated Loaders
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A passion for honey bees is what drives 
Therese Kershaw to help the industry stay 

connected through tough times
12.10.20 Courtesy AgriFutures

To	celebrate	International	Day	of	Rural	Women,	we	are	
shining a light on some of the incredible women from 
regional, rural and remote parts of Australia who we 
get to work with at AgriFutures Australia. One of these 
incredible women is Therese Kershaw.
 

The expression “runs in her blood” certainly applies to 
Therese and beekeeping. Therese is a fourth-generation 
beekeeper, as is her husband, Laurie. With their children 
now involved in the honey bee industry, beekeeping is 
undoubtedly	a	family	affair	for	the	Kershaws.

Therese is a dedicated supporter of the Australian honey 
bee industry, volunteering countless hours in support 
of the beekeeping community. Just recently she has 
helped the industry examine the impact of the 2019-20 
bushfires	on	local	beekeepers	and	the	pollination	industry,	
developing a six-point action plan providing a roadmap 
to rebuild the industry and its contribution to Australian 
agriculture.

Her extensive list of roles and volunteer positions 
includes Australian Honey Bee Industry 
Council (AHBIC) Executive Council Member, 
and Sponsorship & Trade Show Coordinator for 
both the NSW Apiarist Association (NSWAA) and 
the Australian Bee congress; to name a few.

“Bees have always been part of my life and I am 
passionate about the industry, it’s a small industry with 
a big impact on a lot of other industries. This passion is 
what drives to me to volunteer many hours of my time to 
support the industry,” said Therese.

Therese	is	a	firm	believer	of	the	power	of	face-to-face	
in order to keep the industry connected, a challenging 
conundrum in the wake of COVID-19, and is passionate 
about using her business relations and sponsorship 
expertise to provide opportunities for beekeepers to come 
together.

“Beekeeping can be quite isolating, and it is vital for the 

mental health and wellness of beekeepers to have the 
opportunity to communicate face to face,” said Therese.
Drought,	fire,	flood	and	now	COVID-19	have	all	posed	
serious threats to the Australian honey bee industry. 
Therese’s passion for the industry and its members has 
led her to take on a lead role in supporting her local 
branch to get through it all together.
 

“Laurie and I saw that our local NSWAA branch needed 
support and guidance to navigate these extremely tough 
times, so we decided to step up. We often organise 
meetings at our home and invite guest speakers and 
exhibitors to help each other manage our bees through 
whatever life throws at us,” said Therese.

When asked what inspired her to give back to the honey 
bee community, Therese had this to say: “I love to inspire 
people, share opportunities for people to learn and 
encourage others to share knowledge. It was so important 
for us to share positivity amongst the honey bee industry 
community,	especially	after	the	bushfires	in	2019/20.”

While Therese believes that the honey bee industry is 
still very much a male-dominated industry, she has seen 
changes occurring and believes that women have a key 
role to play in the future of the industry.

“Women have always contributed and supported our 
industry, however, traditionally this was from behind 
the scenes. I look forward to a time when both men and 
women are considered on ability and are represented 
on this ability at the forefront of organisations and 
committees. It would be great to think that in the 
future	we	have	women	who	fill	the	roles	of	Chair	of	
industry organisations or committees. Currently, the 
AHBIC Executive has moved from a male dominated 
organisation to one where women are taking a leading 
role in holding executive positions, our CEO and two 
elected	Executive	positions	are	currently	filled	by	
women. Opinions are slowly changing, and roles are 
being	filled	based	on	skill	set,	rather	than	gender.”

Therese has paved a solid path for other women in the 
honey bee industry by going above and beyond to prove 
herself and her skills, working hard to make positive 
changes for the industry. Her advice to young women 
wanting to get involved in the industry is to take the leap.

“Just do it, gender shouldn’t be a barrier. We all see 
things	differently,	with	our	own	special	personalities	and	
qualities,	everyone	has	something	to	offer.	Create	a	wish	
list of things you’d like to achieve and take small steps 
towards	ticking	them	off	and	growing	your	vision.”
International	Day	of	Rural	Women

We	have	launched	a	hashtag	#hatsofftoruralwomen across 
our social media channels and encourage you to use this 
hashtag and share the stories of the rural, regional and 
remote women you work with and the reasons why they 
inspire you.
For more information about the United Nations’ 
International	Day	of	Rural	Women,	please	visit:	https://
www.un.org/en/observances/rural-women-day
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The Royal Easter Show is going ahead 

We are seeking honey 
donations from 

Association Members 

Please contact Show Coordinator Debbie Porter 
debbie.porter3@hotmail.com  

 By 31st December 2020 
 Where did you say you went? 

Remember	when	we	walked	through	the	arts	and	crafts	
pavilion?	You	aren’t	alone	if	you	said	no.	There	are	
showgoers who love to check out creative handiwork but 
it’s not the most popular pavilion. 

The position of Honeyland has changed and it is not for 
the	better	-	moved	by	the	RAS,	not	by	our	choice,	out	of	
the well known Woolworths food pavilion and into the 
side pavilion dominated by arts and craft. 

The driving force of Honeyland is our product - honey. 
We	need	donated	honey	to	make	the	Royal	Easter	Show	
work to our advantage this year because with a new 
location, a much smaller crowd and tougher restrictions 
on heath and safety we are going to struggle. 

The majority of beekeepers have had a good season, and 
our executive have worked hard to get concessions for 
both members and non members. They campaigned for 
and achieved waived fees on public land sites saving 
many of us money. 

Hosting	a	stall	at	the	Royal	Easter	Show	gives	our	
industry exposure, educates the public and teaches kids 
(and some adults) the process to get honey from the bee 
hive to the breakfast table. It’s not cheap. We pay for site 
fees,	stall	layout	adjustments	required	by	the	RAS	and	
this year the safety equipment that will be required for 
Covid. Donations of honey will allow Honeyland to be 
more	confident	of	a	positive	outcome	instead	of	worrying	
about a likely loss.  

The	biggest	effect	on	our	success	will	be	the	number	of	
people allowed into the show itself. In 2019 there were 
900,000 visitors. Attendance restrictions on smaller 
country shows have been announced, in some cases a 
reduction	to	less	than	half,	but	no	final	verdict	on	the	
Royal	as	yet.	Without	question	the	attendance	will	be	
drastically reduced combined with strict social distancing 
guidelines. 

Honey tasting, a cornerstone of our stand is responsible 
for driving many sales. How often do we see kids taste 
something they love so parents buy it, or hear a loud wow 
that’s amazing and suddenly you’ve sold half a dozen 
jars. We have not yet received approval that we can go 
ahead with honey tasting, and if we do there will be 
restrictions.	This	will	affect	our	bottom	line.	

The	Royal	Easter	Show	is	a	chance	to	catch	up	with	
friends,	educate	the	public	and	show	off	our	amazing	
honey. It’s also a great opportunity to show support for 
our Association. Our executive have had public land fees 
waived	and	we’ve	had	a	good	year.	Donations	of	five	
straight lines of honey are critical so that not only can 
we	attend,	but	we	can	have	confidence	we	wont	run	at	a	
loss. A new less popular location, compulsory expensive 
stand adjustments and greatly reduced attendance will all 
prove challenging, but as beekeepers we can use these 
challenging times to back the industry and each other and 
ease some pressure through honey donation. Without help 
and support Honeyland may not go ahead. Please talk 
to	your	branches	and	contribute	to	the	donation	of	five	
straight lines of honey. 
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CATCH THE BUZZ- 
POLLINATION LEVY 
ON BEEKEEPERS IN 

AUSTRALIA??
Call for pollination levy in Australia 
as beekeepers turn away from honey 

production
By: Bridget Herrmann, Cherie von 

Hörchner and Eden Hynninen

Bees are important to our environment as they pollinate many flowers 
and crops.(ABC: Jennifer Douglas)

The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) is 
calling for apiarists who take part in pollination services 
to pay a levy.

Key points:
-   The honey council says more levy fees are required to 
help tackle biosecurity threats
-   A pollination bee broker has questioned the proposal
Currently under the Australian Constitution pollination 
services can’t be levied
-    The peak body for the sector has previously pushed 
for the fee, but with no success.

Chair Trevor Weatherhead said that it would bolster 
funds received from the current honey levy, which were 
declining.

“In recent times the beekeepers, instead of producing a 
lot of honey, are going and doing pollination and getting 
paid for that pollination service,” he said.

“The honey levy covers things like getting ready for any 
exotic pests and being able to mount an incursion and the 
national residue survey.

Executive director of the Australian Honeybee Industry Council 
Trevor Weatherhead.(ABC News: Ashleigh Stevenson)

Mr Weatherhead said the survey was required for 
European honey exports.

“It also funds our research to AgriFutures Australia,” he 
said.

“Our research funds haven’t really gone up for many 
years now, so it would be good to be able to carry out 
more research.”

The federal Department of Agriculture advised the 
AHBIC that a levy would not be within the Australia 
Constitution as it is a service, not a commodity.

However, Mr Weatherhead said he had been informed 
there would be a review and said there were examples of 
levies on services elsewhere.

“We know for instance in the horse racing industry when 
a stallion services a mare, there’s a levy put on that,” he 
said.

In a statement, a Government spokesperson said the 
department was currently streamlining and modernising 
agricultural levies legislation.

“This	work	will	aim	to	ensure	the	legislation	is	fit	for	the	
future	and	flexible	enough	to	meet	industry	needs	and	
will include consideration of if and how new types of 
levies could be incorporated into the framework,” it said.

A canola field near Jamestown in South Australia. Many beekeepers 
send their hives to canola crops after the almond pollination season.
(Supplied: Ian Symonds)
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Balancing honey production and pollination

Mr Weatherhead said before a levy could be put into 
place, AHBIC would need to get agreement from the 
wider industry, including from beekeepers like South 
Australian Danny Le Feurve.

Mr Le Feurve supported the idea and said pollination 
service provided half of his income.

“It’s about risk for us, and diversity of income,” he said.
However,	it	has	come	at	a	cost	for	the	Yorke	Peninsula-
based producer.

‘Every week we’re on pollination is a week we’re not 
making honey,” he said.

“We could be making more [money] in an average year 
if all our honeybees were making honey but [not] in a 
really poor year, which is what we’ve had for the last few 
years.”

Thousands of hives are sent to north-west Victoria for the almond 
pollination season.(ABC Rural: Cherie Von Hörchner)

Research	and	development	a	necessity

Victorian Apiarists’ Association president Phillip 
McPherson said many commercial beekeepers did not 
understand the importance of research and development 
and that it came at a cost.

He said, over the past 20 years, the focus of beekeepers 
had shifted away from honey production, reducing the 
levy contribution.

“It’s come at a timely phase because of the dry conditions 
in the 2000s that has meant that many eucalyptus trees 
didn’t	flower	as	regularly	as	they	should,”	Mr	McPherson	
said.

“A large section of beekeepers are making an income 
from this but not contributing to the research,” Mr 
McPherson said.

Proposed fees aren’t straightforward

Sunraysia bee broker and north-west Victorian pollination 
coordinator for the almond season Trevor Monson, is not 
convinced.

He	said	applying	the	charges	would	be	difficult.

“Who pays?” Mr Monson asked.

“It would come out of beekeepers pockets. Therefore, 
pollination fees would drop to them and then that would 
be passed onto almond growers,” he said.

“Then almond growers would be saying, ‘Hey wait 
a minute, we pay levies, so why should we pay more 
levies?’

“It’s a complex issue.”

Mr Monson said the way to calculate levies was not as 
straightforward as it seemed.

“If you pay a pollination levy, what do you pay it on?”

“(If) someone does four pollination jobs like almonds, 
canola, apricots, watermelons or avocados — does that 
mean every time we do a pollination job we pay a levy on 
that job?”

Mr Monson said the idea was not new.

“It has been talked about for some years. They talked 
about $1 a hive,” he said.

“To run 1,000 hives of bees, that’s $1000 for almonds, 
and then you put 600 on canola, that’s another $600.

“It’s complicated because I might pollinate apples, at a 
very reduced rate, because a guy has a farm he lets me 
put bees on.

“Do I still pay that fee on that?”

Mr Monson said paying honey levies was simple.

“When you sell honey to a packer there’s a kilo rate. 
It’s very simple. It might be $500-$600 a year. But with 
pollination, it’s all over the place.

Biosecurity is everyone’s responsibility

“There	should	be	a	levy	on	imported	stuff	that	are	
bringing these bugs in more so than penalising us,” Mr 
Monson said.

“It’s in the public interest to stop some of these bugs 
like	fire	ants.	So,	therefore	it	should	just	come	out	of	the	
public purse.”

He said if the Government decided the pollination 
services were deemed to need a levy, then the industry 
would have to comply.

“I think if a levy comes in, it should be put to commercial 
beekeepers.

“Anyone with more than 200 hives of bees, ought to have 
the right to vote whether the levy is introduced or not.”

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-11-08/bee-pollination-
levy-biosecurity-research-funding/12842508



CATCH THE BUZZ – HONEY 
BEE VACCINE

First-ever insect vaccine helps 
bees stay healthy

The easily administered oral vaccine could keep 
pollinators safe from bacterial diseases and give 
invaluable support for food production worldwide.

Food and pollination services are important for everyone: 
humans, production animals and wildlife alike. Inventing 
something that guards against pollinator losses will have 
a tremendous impact.

The Dalan AH oral vaccine, previously called PrimeBEE, 
is	the	first-ever	vaccine	for	honey	bees	and	other	
pollinators.	It	fights	severe	microbial	diseases	that	can	be	
detrimental to pollinator communities. The invention is 
the fruit of research carried out by two former scientists 
in the University of Helsinki, Dalial Freitak and Heli 
Salmela.

The basis of the innovation is quite simple. When the 
queen bee eats something with pathogens in it, the 
pathogen signature molecules are bound by vitellogenin. 
Vitellogenin then carries these signature molecules into 
the queen’s eggs, where they work as inducers for future 
immune responses.

Before this, no-one had thought that insect vaccination 
could be possible at all. That is because the insect 
immune system, although rather similar to the 
mammalian system, lacks one of the central mechanisms 
for immunological memory – antibodies.

“Now we’ve discovered the mechanism to show that 
you	can	actually	vaccinate	them.	You	can	transfer	a	
signal from one generation to another,” Dalial Freitak, 
researcher and now the CSO of Dalan Animal Health, 
says.

From moths to honey bees

Dalial Freitak has been working with insects and the 
immune system throughout her career. Starting with 

moths, she noticed that if the parental generation is 
exposed	to	certain	bacteria	via	their	food,	their	offspring	
show elevated immune responses.

“So they could actually convey something by eating. I 
just didn’t know what the mechanism was. At the time, as 
I started my post-doc work in Helsinki, I met with Heli 
Salmela, who was working on honeybees and a protein 
called vitellogenin. I heard her talk and I was like: OK, 
I could make a bet that it is your protein that takes my 
signal from one generation to another. We started to 
collaborate, got funding from the Academy of Finland, 
and that was actually the beginning of our oral vaccine 
for bees,” Dalial Freitak explains.

Future plans: vaccinating commercially used 
pollinators against any microbe

Dalial Freitak and Dalan Animal Health are the pioneers 
in a totally new animal health sector.

“I sincerely believe it is about time we start caring 
about our six-legged companions, whose work and 
contributions to our wellbeing have been neglected way 
too long. We take our bees for granted but this industry is 
a	breaking	point	and	it	is	high	time	that	we	find	solutions	
to help to protect them. Vaccines have proven to be the 
most	effective	way	to	prevent	and	contain	disease	and	
most importantly, our approach is organic without the use 
of harsh chemicals,” Dalial Freitak says.

Dalan AH aims to develop a vaccine against American 
foulbrood, a bacterial disease caused by the spore-
forming Paenibacillus larvae ssp. larvae. American 
foulbrood is the most widespread and destructive of the 
bee brood diseases. “We hope that we can also develop 
a vaccination against other infections, such as European 
foulbrood and fungal diseases. The plan is to be able to 
vaccinate against any microbe”.

Now, the company has introduced the concept of an 
insect	vaccine	to	the	USDA	and	have	filed	a	license	
application	for	the	first	ever	honey	bee	vaccine.

“Our	next	goal	is	to	launch	our	first	vaccine	product	
in the US and then the EU. Once we have tackled 
bee	diseases	we	want	to	offer	solutions	for	other	
commercially used pollinators such as bumble bees and 
other	beneficial	insects.	Our	goal	is	to	offer	innovative	
solutions in insect health in order to promote sustainable 
agriculture,” Dalial Freitak says.

Being a pioneer is inspiring

The journey towards the vaccine has so far been 
immensely inspiring.

“Writing	the	roadmap	for	insect	vaccination	and	filing	the	
clinical protocol with the regulator was super exciting. 
The other inspiring moment was seeing my idea come to 
life and and seeing a prototype vaccine formulation in a 
bottle had been a dream come true. Now we have to get it 
approved and onto the market so others get to participate 
in changing the way we care for our insects.”
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HEAT YOUR HONEY PLANT 
FOR LESS THAN $30.00 A DAY!!!* 

Contact your nearest Branch 1800 774 892

 Thermostatically Controlled
 Running at 98° +/-2°C
 Wash down hose & gun included in package
 Diesel Fired, Economical to run, 2 Litres per hour
 Simple & Reliable! 20 plus years of field

service and counting!
 Under 3 amps power consumption**

SELF CONTAINED HOT WATER RECYCLING SYSTEM 

We have branches in
Smithfield NSW, Rocklea QLD, Scorsby VIC and Wingfield SA

plus local distributors.
Or go to www.spitwater.com.au

*Based on a 10 hour working day ** In our field tests

I N D U S T R I A L  C L E A N I N G  &  H E A T I N G  E Q U I P M E N T
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100% Australian family owned 
Family beekeepers since the
1880’s
Caring about bees, beekeepers,
nature and families
Putting people before profits to
build a better beekeeping legacy
Treating others like we’d like to
be treated to make a difference
for food security

beechworthhoney.com.au

100% Australian Honey....Always!

To make your honey or beeswax make
more of a difference contact Steven

Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or
beekeeper@beechworthhoney.com.au

The COVID-19 situation has been the biggest challenge 
for the company so far.

“The	lock-downs	and	travel	restrictions	have	definitely	
slowed us down. But we have a creative team and we are 
doing everything we can to make up for the slowdown. 
Here probably the good thing has been that Dalan AH has 
been from the beginning a virtual company, so having 
several online meetings and brainstorming involving 
people around the globe has been a routine for us from 
the get go,” Dalial Freitak says.

Commercialisation has been the goal right from the 
beginning

“The Dalan AH oral bee vaccine is a great showcase of 
the variety of innovations coming from the University 
of Helsinki. It has been inspiring and rewarding to see 
how the Dalan team has expanded and advanced the 
technology and business further continuously improving 
our response to the declining bee populations.” says 
Jari Strandman, CEO of Helsinki Innovation Services, 
company responsible for technology transfer and spinout 
company creation from the University of Helsinki.

https://www.miragenews.com/first-ever-insect-vaccine-
helps-bees-stay-healthy/
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Visit us at: MyApiary.com 
Call us at: +6611  22  440088  9900663399 

BEEKEEPING 
MANAGED 
WELL

Productivity 
software custom built for 
commercial beekeepers

S M A R T E R  B E E K E E P I N G

TM
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T: 1800 233 947
E: bees@beewise.com.au
www.beewise.com.au

Australian Distributor

Electric & Manual 
Hive Trolleys

■ Lifts up to 100kg
■ Maximum lifting height: 

107cm
■ Clamping width: 

38cm to 70cm
■ Chain Lifting (not belts)
■ Wide Wheels 

15/6.00-6 - 
ideal for sand

■ Wheel drive 
through central 
differential*

■ Driving speed: 
0 to 6.5km/h with 
smooth speed control*

■ Self-Lifting function - so no 
problem loading/unloading 
on to your vehicle*

■ Differential motor 500W*
■ Lithium Ion Battery - 

maintenance-free 24V 20.8Ah*
■ Battery operation: 

typically, 4 hours**Electric 
AWD 
Pro Model

The ultimate beehive trolleys 
built for Australian conditions.

Contact
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They know me.  
They know my farm.  

That’s why I’m  
insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your 
business and how it operates. Because when we get to  
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from 
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).

®

 

Contact:
Geoff Lord - Procurement Manager  

m: +61 417 598 201  t: +61 3 8456 3543  
e: geoff.lord@berringa.com

Berringa Customer Service 
  t: +61 3 8456 3543  e: beekeepers@berringa.com

berringa.com

Australian Organic Honey Company Pty Ltd
24 Westside Dr, Laverton North VIC 3026, Australia

BECOME A  
BERRINGA BEEKEEPER
At Berringa, we’ve proudly supported Aussie beekeepers for 25 years and we’re always 

on the lookout for new suppliers. 

What are the advantages of being a Berringa beekeeper?

 We’re 100% Australian owned and operated
  All Berringa products are 100% Australian sourced.
  From Eucalyptus and Manuka to honeycomb and beeswax, we believe  
  Aussie honey is unbeatable.
  Based in Melbourne, the Berringa team is always on hand to answer  
  your queries.

 We’re transparent  
  All Manuka is independently tested.
  We pay our beekeepers based on independent laboratory results. Our  
  quality standards include ACO, Codex, BSafe and TGA.

 We care about our beekeepers
  Drum and IBC supply is free for our regular Manuka suppliers.
  Our dedicated procurement managers and friendly customer service team  
	 	 are	on	hand	to	offer	beekeeper	support.

Be part of a company that drives Australian honey in the international  
and domestic markets. Talk to our friendly procurement and supply team today.

        Bee Build 
 

It does what is says—Builds BEE$ 
A Complete Pollen Replacement based on 

Scientific Honeybee Industry Research 
(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054) 

Visit www.beebuild.com.au  
for full story and how to feed.  

Available in 5kg, 10kg, 20kg or 25kg 
 

Bee Build Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg 
Bee Boost: 500g—a probiotic for bees 

 
Enquiries and Sales Contact: 

Robert & Melissa Dewar 
Ph: (07) 5463 5513 

www.beebuild.com.au 
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DPI Plant Biosecurity  

NSW DPI prevents your good work from going foul, (but beware the sting in the tail!)

NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) supports the apiary industry with extension officers, research scientists, 
diagnostic laboratories, beekeeping courses and regulatory services. Check out our upcoming training and activities here 
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/bees
Like your bees, we like the sweet business of working together, but we do use our sting when things turn foul.
 

To support best practice beekeeping, people who keep honey bees (Apis mellifera) in New South Wales must be 
registered with the NSW DPI. This requirement is legislated under the Biosecurity Act 2015, and registration conditions 
are consistent with the Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice (the Code). Annual conditions include 
honey testing for American Foulbrood (AFB) for beekeepers managing 50 or more hives. You are required to have one 
test conducted on a pooled honey sample representing at least 20% of your hives.
 
Samples are submitted to NSW DPI’s Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute. EMAI diagnosticians continue to monitor 
the development of alternate testing methodologies; however, testing honey for Paenibacillus larvae (AFB) spores by 
culture remains the most reliable and recommended method to monitor for AFB in large apiaries. A scoring system has 
been developed for P. larvae spore culture of honey, where test results of ‘1+’ indicates 60% likelihood of AFB disease in 
the hives from which the honey was extracted, ‘2+’ indicates 80% likelihood, and ‘3+’ indicates virtually 100% likelihood.
 
These results give you confidence you are managing AFB well. But every now and again, someone is found that is not 
working in the bees’ interest. In November 2020, 281 AFB infested hives were seized by NSW DPI Compliance officers in 
Central West NSW. The diseased Bees were euthanised on site, and the hives were removed and destroyed.
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NSWAA  

BEE TRADE SHOW 
 

When 

19– 21 May 2021 

Where 

West Tamworth League Club 

58 Phillip Street    TAMWORTH    NSW    

                                          

  Entry into the Bee Trade Show  is  included with                                     
NSWAA Conference  Registration 

 

Wine & Cheese Night 20th May 2021  

 

Sponsorship                                              
Opportunity to secure your booth in a                              

priority location                                                                            
Conditions apply 

 

Further information  
Contact  Therese Kershaw          Email tradeshow@nswaa.com.au 

www.nswaa.com.au 
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Special prices for all your 
beekeeping needs

Assembled and 
wired frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Assembled Double Groove Frames: 
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger 
Joints, screwed, wax dipped and 
painted: 
Minimum order quantity = 150

Box Standard Grade
Finger Joint 8/10-Frames: 
Minimum order quantity = 150

Hornsby Branch
63A Hunter Lane Hornsby NSW 2077
Phone: 02 9477 5569   |  Fax: 02 9477 7494 
Trading hours: Mon – Fri  9am - 5pm 
Sat  9am - 4pm

Mt Druitt Branch
Unit 11, 71 Kurrajong Ave Mt Druitt NSW 2770 
Phone: 02 9625 5424   |  Fax: 02 9625 7589
Trading hours: Mon – Fri  10am - 6pm
Sat  10am - 5pm

info@hornsby-beekeeping.com  |  hornsby-beekeeping.com

Call or visit us today.

Hornsby
Beekeeping Supplies
For all your beekeeping needs

$2.20

$20.00

$17.00

$1.65

$2.60

$1.43

Plastic Foundation 
Made in USA:
Minimum 
order quantity = 2000

Coloured Box 
Waxed Dipped and 
Painted 8/10-Frames:  
Minimum order 
quantity = 150

Box Standard 
Grade Rebated 
8/10-Frames:  
Minimum order quantity 
= 150

Drone Comb Frames:  
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Ventilated 
Suits:

$105.00

Plastic Frame Full Depth:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

$34.50

$2.85

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger 

$33.00

We can customise 
your boxes. Your brand, your 

colour, your dimensions!!!
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Technical	Specialist,	Honey	Bees	Report

Elizabeth Frost

Technical Specialist, Honey Bees 
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Meritorious Service to Apiculture: History of the 
Goodacre Award

The Goodacre Memorial Award is the peak national 
award bestowed upon individuals who have provided 
significant	service	to	the	Australian	beekeeping	industry.	

The Goodacre Award was created to perpetuate the 
memory of the late Bill Goodacre who provided 35 years 
of meritorious service to the beekeeping industry in his 
employ within the NSW Department of Agriculture.

Thirty-five	recipients,	beekeepers,	bee	researchers	and	
dogged industry advocates among them, have been 
awarded this recognition for their substantial service to 
the beekeeping industry from around the nation, starting 
in 1956 with Morris Morgan and most recently with Dr. 
Ben Oldroyd in 2018 at the 3rd Bee Congress. 

Nominations can be submitted by individuals to the 
Goodacre Award secretary by 1st of April every year.  A 
nomination must have six supporters who are willing 
to provide evidence preferably in the form of a support 
letter or reference on the merits of the nomination. The 
person coordinating the nomination should compile a 
citation of the nominees’ attributes clearly providing 
evidence of the reasons why the award is deserving.  The 
submissions should be written with the presumption 
that the committee making the decision does not 
have a complete prior knowledge of the nominees’ 
achievements.

The	nomination	process	is	confidential	and	any	persons	
other than the referees are not made aware of the 
proposed nomination. A committee of three comprising 
the President of the NSW Apiarists’ Association, 
Chairman	of	AHBIC	and	the	Chief	Apiary	Officer	in	
NSW will make the decision.  This panel is accountable 
to the Australian Beekeeping Industry and as such the 
citation associated with any award is required to clearly 
reflect	the	depth	and	commitment	to	the	beekeeping	
industry of the nominated person or organisation.  In 
other words, the award will not be granted to persons 
unless	the	committee	is	satisfied	the	nominee	is	of	an	
extremely high calibre.

If you’ve read this and had a light bulb moment about 
someone	whose	service	to	the	beekeeping	industry	fits	
this bill, I encourage you to organise six letters of support 
or references and send them to me as the Goodacre 
Award Secretary by 1st of April any year. 

The previous Goodacre Memorial Award design. In future, 
you’ll see an updated award design.

For	those	interested	in	the	award	constitution,	please	find	
it for your reference below:

Goodacre Memorial Award Constitution
1. Name:  The name shall be the Goodacre Memorial 

Award.
2. Purpose:  The purpose of this award is to preserve 

the memory of the late William Alexander Goodacre 
by way of recognition of persons who have rendered 
meritorious services to Australian apiculture.  The 
late William A. Goodacre served the beekeepers 
of	New	South	Wales	as	apiculture	officer	of	the	
Department	of	Agriculture	for	thirty-five	years.

3. Awards:
a. An award shall be the conferring of an honour 

and may take the form of a permanent sign of 
the making of the award and, or a badge.

b. Awards may be made from time to time 
to	persons,	firms,	organisations	who	have	
rendered meritorious service to Australian 
apiculture.

c. These services may be in any category relative 
to Australian beekeeping.

d. In considering the making of awards, the 
beneficial	impact	of	the	person	or	services	upon	
the	industry	should	be	a	first	consideration.		
After recognition of this factor, the contribution 
made in relation to production, marketing, 
economic value, research and invention, 
dissemination of information, organisation, 
long	service,	beneficial	results	for	those	
engaged in the industry should be considered.
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  AUSTRALIAN      EXPORTERS
             ABN 96 078 192 300

Queen Bees
Prices include GST:

1 - 10 ............................ $33.50 each
11 - 49 .......................... $31.00 each
50 - 100......................... $29.00 each
OVER	100	(in	total)	....	$28.50	each

           200 and over - Discounts apply
Queen	Rearing	Manager:	Rose	Taylor	-	0409	667	908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

 FOR	ORDERS	OR	ENQUIRIES	CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email:	aqbe@bigpond.com	/	Fax:	02	6368	3799

e. Any person may make a nomination and 
submit a case supported by six persons 
(referees).  The Administrative Committee may 
make such enquiries as it wishes and make 
its decision on the basis of its enquiries, the 
submission and the reports of the six persons 
(referees) who also sign the nomination.

f. Nominations must be sent to the Secretary 
by 1st April for consideration by the 
administrators.

g. Awards should be made at intervals of not more 
than four years and as frequently as annually.

h.	 Awards	may	be	made	to	persons,	firm	or	
organisations anywhere in the world, providing 
their	efforts	have	shown	beneficial	impact	upon	
the Australian Honey Industry.

i. The names of those considered for the award, 
apart from those to whom an award is made, 
shall not, in any circumstances, be revealed.

j.	 A	person	whilst	currently	in	office	as	an	
Administrator may not be a recipient of the 
Award.

k. Those making a nomination must provide any 
details required.

4. Administration:
a. Administration of the Award shall be solely 

by an Administrative Committee, which 
shall consist of a representative of the New 
South Wales Apiarists’ Association INC., a 

representative of the Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council and the principal or senior 
apicultural	officer	of	the	New	South	Wales	
Department	of	Agriculture	or	his/her	nominee.

b. The Administrators shall elect at the annual 
meeting	which	shall	be	during	the	first	five	
months of the calendar year, a chairman, an 
honorary secretary and an honorary treasurer 
from amongst their own ranks and an auditor 
from elsewhere.

c. Funds shall be invested; bank accounts 
operated and payments made as directed by 
the Administrative Committee and any two 
members of the Committee shall sign all 
cheques	and	financial	documents.

d.	 The	financial	year	shall	conclude	on	the	31st 
day of December in each calendar year.

e. Thirty days’ notice of any meeting shall be 
given by the secretary, the meeting date to be 
subject to the approval of the Chairman or 
failing this approval, by the other Administrator 
except that if there is unanimous agreement by 
the members of the Committee, the notice of a 
meeting may be less.

5. Amendment of Rules: These rules may be 
amended by agreement between the New South 
Wales Apiarists’ Association INC., the Australian 
Honey Bee Industry Council and the Administrative 
Committee but any requirement not provided for 

BEE ENGINEERING
MANUFACTURERS	OF

WE SPECIALISE IN THE MANUFACTURE 
OF 

STAINLESS STEEL 

UNCAPPERS AND DEBOXERS
6 MODELS OF UNCAPPERS 

TO SUIT EVERY APPLICATION
DEBOXERS

TO SUIT ALL BOX AND FRAME SIZES

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box 126 Parkwood
Western Australia 6147 
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in the rules may be the subject of a rule or rules 
by unanimous decision of the Committee but if 
such are to become permanent they shall become 
subject to approval by the bodies represented on the 
Administrative Committee.

6. Termination:  This Award may only be dissolved by 
recommendation of the Administrative Committee 
which has the agreement of the two organisations 
represented on the Committee and the New South 
Wales Department of Agriculture and any residue 
funds at such time shall be distributed in supporting 
dissemination of useful technical information to the 
industry. (End).

The	Goodacre	Memorial	Award	Honour	Roll	has	been	
transferred	from	the	previous	Secretary/Treasurer	Dr.	
Doug	Somerville	to	the	current	Secretary/Treasurer	
Elizabeth	Frost.	The	Honour	Roll	currently	resides	at	
Tocal Agricultural College where visiting beekeepers can 
view it during Australia’s longest running Beekeepers 
Field Day or when it is displayed at beekeeping 
conferences around the nation. Current administrators of 
the award, as dictated in the constitution are the NSWAA 
President (Stephen Targett), Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council representative (Trevor Weatherhead) 
and NSW DPI representative (Elizabeth Frost). 

Goodacre Memorial Award Honour Roll Part I. 

Goodacre Memorial Award Honour Roll Part II. To be 
continued.

Again, to anyone wishing to nominate someone whose 
meritorious service to beekeeping is second to none, 
please gather letters of support or reference from six 
people	and	forward	those	to	me	(Award	Secretary/
Treasurer) before 1st of April in any year. Letters of 
support or reference can be posted or emailed to me: 
Elizabeth Frost
815	Tocal	Road
Paterson NSW 2421

E-mail: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

ITALIAN QUEEN 
BEES

1 - 10 ...$30 + $15 P&H
11 - 49 ...$28 P&H inc

50+...$24 P&H inc

Call Brett & Samantha Pidgeon at

Turnout.ent
Wooroonden QLD 4605

Ph: 0488 379 060
ABN 17 096 160 402

turnout.ent@icloud.com

Terms 7 days. Any later add $5 per Queen



 

 

 

 Boutelje Products 

HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT  

Filling Lines 
Fast and accurate 

Honey Machines 
Our range is world class 
 

Medium Systems 
100-200 boxes per day  
 

Small Systems 
40-100 boxes per day 

 

Large Systems 
200-600 boxes per day 

 

  peter@bouteljeproducts.co.nz.www.bouteljeproducts.co.nz   
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 Boutelje Products 

HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT  

Filling Lines 
Fast and accurate 

Honey Machines 
Our range is world class 
 

Medium Systems 
100-200 boxes per day  
 

Small Systems 
40-100 boxes per day 

 

Large Systems 
200-600 boxes per day 

 

  peter@bouteljeproducts.co.nz.www.bouteljeproducts.co.nz   

Business Cards
Does your business have a business card with your contact details on it?

If you are a commercial beekeeper and DO NOT have a business card or clearly give property owners your 
contact	details	and	name	–sell	your	bees.		You	are	not	suitable	to	be	running	a	business	or	managing	livestock.

Beekeepers who do not leave business cards OR	their	name	and	contact	details	with	property/orchard	owners	
are not professional and are detrimental to our industry.  The NSWAA business plan number one priority is 
resource access, yet we have industry cowboys who continually do the wrong thing and get industry banned 
from properties.

I have had phone calls from two orchardists asking, ‘did I know the beekeepers who had hives on their 
property?’.  They had no name or contact details for the beekeeper.  Both orchardists wished to spray insecticide 
and wanted the hives moved.  My advice – if there was going to be insect damage to the crop – then spray.  It is 
the only way some beekeepers will learn – the hard way.  I did inform the orchardists how to get the beekeepers 
registered number and gave them DPI contact numbers to get name of beekeeper.

Property	owners	should	not	have	to	go	to	this	much	trouble	to	find	the	name	and	contact	details	for	the	
beekeeper.  Contact details should be on the business card and also on the honey jars property owners were 
given.

Business cards cost very little to have made and they show professionalism.  Not only should commercial 
beekeepers have business cards but any beekeeper that use others properties for their hives.  A little common 
sense and courtesy goes a long way.

Advantages of business cards:
 *    Make one look professional;

	 *				Good	way	to	start/continue	long	term	bee	site	arrangement;	and

 *    Easy to contact you if owner:

   -   notices something amiss with your hives;

   -   wishes to spray; and

	 	 	 -			if	there	are	fires	nearby.

Please get business cards and use them.  Have some in every vehicle that you use.

Stephen Targett



 

[Type here] 

 

 
23 November 2020 

Robyn Lewis 
State Secretary 
NSW Apiarists Society 
PO Box 117 
Narellan NSW 2567 
 

Dear Ms Lewis   

RE: NARROMINE TO NARRABRI (N2N) PROJECT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION  

Australian Rail Track Corporation Ltd (ARTC) is seeking approval to construct and operate the 
Narromine to Narrabri section of Inland Rail.  

ARTC has lodged an Application for State Significant Infrastructure, Number SSI 9487. The proposal 
is subject to assessment under Part 5 of the NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (EP&A Act). The capital investment value of the proposal is estimated to be over $50 million, 
and as a result the proposal is State Significant Infrastructure under State Environmental Planning 
Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011. 

The proposal is therefore subject to Part 5.2 of the EP&A Act and an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) has been prepared addressing the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment 
Requirements (SEARs). 

The proposal consists of about 306 kilometres of new single-track with seven crossings loops. It 
includes bridges over rivers and floodplains, roads and rail lines, new level crossings, road 
realignments and ancillary works.  

You are receiving this notification as you have been identified as a key stakeholder of the proposal. 
ARTC encourages you to view the EIS that will be on public display and available on the NSW 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) Major Project website from 8 December 
2020 until 7 February 2021.  

To view the Application or the SEARs please visit https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-
projects/project/10211.  

Contact us 

ARTC remains committed to open and ongoing engagement. Should you have any questions about 
the EIS or the project please don’t hesitate to contact either Louise Johnson, Stakeholder 
Engagement Lead on 0417 622 303 or Nelson Wallis, Stakeholder Engagement Lead on 0447 817 
142. Alternatively you can reach us via email at inlandrailnsw@artc.com.au   
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BEE	BIOSECURITY	OFFICER	
REPORT

Rod	Bourke	-	NSW	Bee	Biosecurity	Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
Tocal	Ag	College,	Tocal	Rd	Paterson	NSW	2320
Ph: 02 4939 8946  Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Why having too many hives to manage makes 
AFB worse (for everyone)

It is a common human trait that we want more, bigger, 
faster and fancier things. In the beekeeping world that 
commonly equates to an ongoing expansion of hive 
numbers, sometimes without putting in place any real 
planning or intended outcome from that activity, it’s just 
“MORE	HIVES!”			

There has been a lot of this occurring in NSW in recent 
years, often linked to the requirements to pollinate the 
expanding	almond	plantings.	The	extra	hives	are	justified	
by contributing to a paying job for that month of the year, 
but then you do also need to think about managing them 
for the other 11 months too. 

What happens when there are more hives required than almonds to 
pollinate. Better managed hives will get the job and $

Very importantly linked to operating larger numbers of 
hives is the need for genuine ability to manage these 
hives	properly.	There	is	a	rough	figure	that	a	beekeeper	
can run “around 500” hives for honey or 1000 for 
“pollination	only”	operations	etc.	These	figures	should	
at best only be taken as rough guidelines, as there are 
MANY	factors	which	can	influence	your	own	individual	
ability to manage your bees, such as;

•	 You	(your	drive,	passion,	financial	and	family	
support)

•	 Your	personal	level	of	experience	(beekeeping	
ability	and	intergenerational	experienced	of	trees/
flowering	events	in	your	area)	

•	 Your	region/state	and	what	it	offers	close	to	home

•	 How	well	trained/capable	are	you	and	your	staff	

(you are only as strong as your weakest link)

•	 Exposure to disease and how well you manage it.

Whatever the situation it remains critically important 
that you can adequately manage the number of hives that 
you do run, and unfortunately I regularly hear of and see 
situations where the beekeeper simply cannot achieve 
this. When you hear of one person running 600, 700, 
800 or even more hives you should start to question their 
ability to manage them. When their name is routinely 
brought up with regards to rough gear, dead-outs, robbing 
and diseased hives in their apiaries then that is a good 
indicator that they are not managing their business to 
a	good	enough	standard.	This	starts	a	snowball	effect	
whereby their problem becomes self-fuelling and gets 
bigger	and	bigger!

Warning signs
The	very	first	signs	that	you	are	probably	not	able	to	
manage your hives properly is an increased number of 
work hours required each week (and weekend) to even 
get around all the bees, or when you reach your set 
weekly work target (some beekeepers do choose to only 
work 5 days or 50-60 hours a week etc.) and you did not 
get everything done. 

It	must	be	acknowledged	that	beekeeping	is	definitely	
a hard job and you must be prepared to work bees all 
day and drive half the night when the work or honey 
is on, but when you are routinely getting so far behind 
the eight-ball you may have an escalating biosecurity 
problem developing.

When you are too busy to remove a hive earlier than this then you are 
getting too far behind. (Photo from Commercial Beekeeping Australia 

FB group).
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The problem
The major concern here is that once you have a problem 
then anyone around you also starts to get a problem (that 
you gave to them), so you then also become a biosecurity 
issue. 

It is saddening to hear that some beekeepers seem to have 
absolutely no regard for others around them and routinely 
enable diseased hives to exist (often for prolonged 
periods of time, which increases the overall risks even 
further), instead of following their legal requirements to 
get rid of them promptly.

Others probably don’t intend to allow their weakened 
hives to fail and be robbed, or their disease be 
unmanaged, but simply due to their limited ability or time 
availability it occurs (often regularly). In all scenarios 
the critical point to remember is that beekeepers have 
a responsibility to manage their beehives, which 
importantly includes following some critical points listed 
in the Code to manage disease, weak hives and prevent 
robbing. 

Everybody has a “General Biosecurity Duty”
To minimise the risk of spreading disease it is vitally 
important that every beekeeper follows the regulations 
(law), which in relation to AFB includes to euthanize 
the colony within seven days, bee-proof all associated 
diseased equipment and then either burn (as in fully 
incinerate,	not	just	scorch),	irradiate	and/or	hot	wax	dip	
the various components to sterilize before reuse. 

There is nearly always other beekeepers’ apiaries or feral 
colonies	around	an	area	and	within	flying	distance.	By	
following the proper steps, the risks to others around you 
is reduced to a point where hopefully there are no robbing 
opportunities and the chance of spreading disease is 
minimised,	so	you	have	fulfilled	your	general	biosecurity	
duty. 

If you do not adequately follow these procedures then the 
risks of disease spreading will increase, and unfortunately 
some operators ignore the law and use a range of other 
methods.

Some	of	the	ineffective	(and	often	unlawful)	processes	
utilised by various beekeepers include;

• “Hospital yards” 
• scorching	and/or	repainting	of	boxes
• Antibiotics	to	briefly	mask	the	disease	
• packaging up bees from infected colonies to “clean 

them up”
• shaking bees onto new gear
• improper hot wax dipping processes at lower 

temperatures and exposure times than the required 
minimum	of	150	degrees	C/10	minutes

In NSW none of these other processes are legally 
acceptable	for	dealing	with	hives	already	afflicted	with	
AFB, and the reason for that is that the science does 
not	support	them	being	adequate	methods	of	effectively	
eradicating the disease. 

Hospital yards can get pretty messy!

My recommendation
My primary role is to assist beekeepers with their bee 
biosecurity issues and give advice that improves their 
management practices in this area of their operation. With 
regards to better managing AFB I can comfortably say 
that the very reason why NSW (and most of Australia) 
requires	AFB	hives	to	be	euthanized,	burned/irradiated	
etc. is that this is a 100% EFFECTIVE method of 
controlling AFB, so it works. Unlike some of the “other” 
methods listed above it is guaranteed to stop the AFB 
infection within that hive and very importantly stops it 
from spreading further. Those other methods are far less 
effective	and	as	such	greatly	increase	the	risk	that	the	

BEEWISE
SWARM BOSS

Best swarm lure on the market
Wonderful mimic of Nasonov pheromone
Attract more bees to your swarm trap

Buy-on-line: beewise.com.au
CC Payment: Freecall 1800 233 947
Contact: bees@beewise.com.au 
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AFB will continue to propagate within colonies and also 
be	spread	further	afield,	so	they	don’t	manage	the	disease	
very well and are therefore not DPI-supported processes. 

To stop AFB you need to deal with it properly, not play 
around and just chip away at some of the problem whilst 
at the same time also helping the AFB to remain alive and 
thriving	within	your	own	bees!

The real costs of AFB
Many beekeepers complain about the high price for 
irradiation plus how much it “costs them” to destroy “a 
perfectly good” (AFB infected hive) that they believe 
is still worth money. The reality is that once a colony 
breaks down with AFB it should no longer be considered 
an asset (of any value) to your business, but instead be 
identified	as	a	major	biosecurity	risk	to	the	wellbeing	
(and	profit)	of	your	entire	operation.	

The colony of bees within that hive (as well as the 
infected brood frames) no longer hold any residual value 
to you and if not dealt with promptly could actually start 
to	increase	your	financial	losses	(plus	those	of	nearby	
beekeepers) if they spread the infection further. Once a 
colony gets AFB it is only worth the recoverable hive 
equipment and extractable honey in it, and that’s sad, 
but true, and if you ignore that fact you are only going to 

make	your	own	AFB	problem	worse!

Look at how COVID was managed…all the problems 
occurred when infectious persons were able to interact 
with others. It’s the same problem when prolonging the 
existence of an AFB hive, because if it’s still there then it 
can still infect others. 

It costs you a lot when you get AFB, so that is actually 
a great reason why you should spend time, money 
and	effort	during	your	normal	beekeeping	processes	
to minimise AFB (barrier systems etc.) and quickly 
eradicate it instead of always taking short-cuts and 
allowing it to prosper within your operation (and 
eventually cost you more). 

So if you are noting that you have too many hives to 
deal with then do something about it…whatever your 
individual situation is please don’t just bury your head 
in the sand and do nothing, or even worse do all the 
wrong	things.	You	doing	that	is	likely	affecting	other	
hard working beekeepers who were doing a great job 
of controlling disease in their apiaries before your 
infectious hives came along. If you can’t run that many 
bees properly then stop keeping that many…it’s a pretty 
simple fact and one that a lot more beekeepers should 
think about.

The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the 
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia 
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.

FINAL CLEARANCE
OF APIARY EQUIPMENT

A/c KLINGNER HONEY CO

Barry Newberry 0427 635 115

ON AUCTIONS PLUS
Starts Tuesday 19th January

Finishes on Friday  22nd January
Items include: Truck, trailer, ute,
bobcats & sundry beekeeping &

woodworking equipment

Full details and complete listing
www.ntcagencies.com.au
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Honey Bee Industry Development Officer 
Report
Madlen Kratz

Honey	Bee	Industry	Development	Officer
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 02 4939 8948 273 E: madlen.kratz@dpi.nsw.gov.au

What’s the attraction of honey bees to blueberry 
flowers?
Sophie Parks, Melinda Simpson, Leanne Davis and 
Madlen Kratz (NSW Department of Primary Industries)

The European honey bee (Apis mellifera) plays an 
important	role	in	the	pollination	of	blueberry	flowers,	
required	for	the	flowers	to	develop	into	fruits,	but	what	
has	the	flower	got	to	offer	this	humble	bee?	Furthermore,	
how can we protect or even enhance any bee-attractive 
properties that the crop may possess? These questions 
are being addressed as part of current research which 
aims to optimise pollination within berry crops. We 
are particularly interested in berry crops grown under 
protective covers such as bird netting, hail netting and 
high	tunnels	as	these	structures	can	affect	the	flight	path	
of honey bees and potentially limit pollination. 

Pollination	occurs	when	bees	move	through	a	flowering	
crop.	A	blueberry	flower	visit,	such	as	in	Figure	1,	
can result in pollen grains being released from the 
flower	and	attaching	to	the	honey	bee.	The	pollen	is	
then inadvertently transported by the bee on its visit to 
another	blueberry	flower	where	the	pollen	may	attach	
to	the	stigma	of	the	flower	from	the	bee’s	legs,	head	or	
body	(Hoffman,	Land	and	Rao,	Pollinator Ecology and 
Management, 47:1465-1470, 2018). Once on the stigma 
(a	female	part	of	the	flower),	the	pollen	grain	(a	male	
part	of	the	flower)	then	enters	the	ovary	fertilising	the	
ova (egg) which eventually will become a seed of the 
developed blueberry fruit.

The	attraction	of	honey	bees	to	blueberry	flowers	is	
nectar.	Unlike	flowers	of	other	species,	the	honey	bees	
are less likely to be actively collecting pollen from 
blueberry	flowers	and	more	likely	to	be	collecting	the	
nectar	present	in	the	base	of	the	flower	where	the	nectar	
is produced. Therefore, nectar-collecting honey bees 
are mostly responsible for the transfer of pollen among 
blueberry	flowers.	Honey	bees	consume	nectar	as	their	
source of energy and excess amounts are stored as honey 
inside the colony. Previous research shows that at least 
for highbush blueberry, honey bees have to go elsewhere 
to forage for pollen to meet their nutritional requirements 
(Dogterom and Winston, The Canadian Entomologist, 
131:757-768, 1999).

Part of our research aims to evaluate some blueberry 
varieties used in Australia in terms of how likely they 
are to be pollinated by the activities of honey bees. One 
element of this work is assessing the morphology or the 

shape	of	blueberry	flowers.	It	so	happens	that	access	
to	the	nectar	at	the	base	of	the	flower	can	be	limited	
by	the	shape	of	the	flower.	Previous	research	with	four	
blueberry varieties has shown that the one with the widest 
flower	opening	or	throat,	was	more	likely	to	be	visited	
by bees (Courcelles, Button and Elle, Journal of Applied 
Entomology, 137:693-701, 2013). 

Potentially, pollination may be improved by the selection 
of	varieties	with	flowers	of	larger	throat	size	or	improved	
by breeding varieties with this characteristic. However, 
for the blueberry varieties used in Australia, the 
morphological	characteristics	of	their	flowers	have	not	
been evaluated, so this is the topic of current research. 
The	way	flower	morphology	is	being	assessed	is	shown	
in	Figure	2.	In	brief,	the	flowers	are	collected	in	the	field	
and placed in a vial of preservative for later assessment. 
Each	flower	is	mounted	under	a	microscope	to	view	the	
flower	throat,	and	a	digital	program	is	used	to	calculate	
distances	between	the	flower	structures	and	to	calculate	
the area of the throat. Up to 10 varieties will be assessed 
in this way. Future work will assess the likelihood of 
honey	bees	visiting	varieties	that	differ	in	flower	shape.	

We	will	also	investigate	how	varieties	differ	in	terms	
of their pollen and nectar production, and how these 
factors may relate to bee activities within covered crops. 
Of interest is the quantity of pollen and nectar that 
different	blueberry	varieties	may	produce	as	well	as	their	
nutritional value. The importance of honey bee nutrition 
was highlighted by Steve Fuller, who supplies honey 
bee colonies for berry pollination to most growers in 
the	Coffs	Harbour	area.		Nutrition	is	key	in	the	lead	up	
to pollination as well as during the pollination period in 
maintaining colony health and strength. 

Steve emphasizes that he would like to see a closer 
relationship between beekeepers and growers as well 
as the chemical companies, working towards a goal 
of “getting pollination right”. There is still a lot to be 
learnt about the pollination side of things, but just as 
much about the right fertilizer applications and chemical 
sprays. We are privileged to be able to work in close 
collaboration with people like Steve Fuller as well as 
growers and our industry partners and collaborators. 

This work is part of the collaborative project Novel 
technologies and practices for the optimisation of 
pollination within protected cropping environments under 
the Australian Government Department of Agriculture 
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and	Water	Resources’	Rural	R	&	D	for	Profit	Programme,	
coordinated by Hort Innovation. Partners include NSW 
Department of Primary Industries, Plant and Food 
Research	Australia,	the	University	of	Adelaide,	the	
University of New England, the University of Tasmania 
and other representatives including the beekeeping and 
netting industries, and several horticultural industries 
(Berry, Apple, Onion, Sweet Cherry). It addresses some 
pollination issues that limit the optimal production of 
some horticultural produce under cover.

Figure 1. A honey bee visiting a blueberry flower. Photo credit: 
Madlen Kratz, NSW DPI.

Figure 2. A preserved blueberry flower and its throat as viewed under 
the microscope. The top of the stigma can be seen at the centre of the 
flower throat. Digital measurements allow for the throat area to be 
calculated as an indication of how accessible the flower opening is 

to its base where the nectar is produced. Photo credit: Leanne Davis, 
NSW DPI.

Honey samples needed for the Australian 
Honey Library

To establish the reference database for our Honey Assurance program, we are looking for NSW bee-
keepers to work with us to create the Australian Honey Library for your State and other areas that are 
important to you.

Please see our web page http://www.crchoneybeeproducts.com/crchbps-honey-traceability-project/ 
for the background to the Australian Honey Library. 

When you volunteer to become one of the Honey Library beekeepers, a web app link will be sent to 
you as well as honey collection containers. With each sample you collect and register, we need to 
know some details. Please be assured that these details are under the University of Western Aus-
tralia ethics so no individual data (especially GPS location) will be released. What will be released 
is honey sample information from all honeys collected within a NSW sub-biogeographical region 
(https://www.environment.gov.au/land/nrs/science/ibra). 

The information that concerns us when we do our chemistry analysis is whether the sample was tak-
en from a frame that had no residual honey from a previous site, the filtering or heat treatment. There 
is no right or wrong, we just need to know as this may affect the analytical results.

If you would like to become an Australian Honey Library beekeeper, please contact Liz Barbour at the 
CRCforHBP@gmail.com or call 0406 505 525 if you would like to know more.
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA
WE SUPPLY EVERYTHING FOR BEEKEEPERS

FROM HOBBY TO COMMERCIAL

CONTACT:
Send us an email:  info@lysonau.com.au
Visit our website:  www.lysonau.com.au
Give us a call:  0467 233 292 or 0407 070 670
Visit us on facebook:  www.facebook.com/lysonau

We sell the following products:
Polystyrene Hives

Nucleus Hives
Mating Hives

Travelling Hive Boxes
Feeders (hive & stand alone)
Honey Extraction Equipment

(2 frame up to 80 frame)
Honey Bottlers (manual to auto)

Suits, Veils & Gloves
Bee Tools

Cleaning Agents
Candle Moulds

Candle Making Supplies

Capping Extruders
Wax Melters

Settler Tanks up to 2000L with 
or without heating & mixer
Dehydraters & Creamers

Queen Breeding Equipment
Queen Rearing Equipment

Honey Sumps & Filters
Pollen Dryers

and much, much more....

Optima Processing Line
40 frame extraction line
Special Introductory 

Price
$38,000
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POLLEN
100% PURE 

NATURAL POLLEN
Just as the bees collect it 

for themselves!
We have irradiated pollen 

as per AQIS standard
Just the right thing to 
get a broodnest started 

for almond pollination

Pollen available in 5kgs bags

Contact: Browns Bees Australia
Terry Brown  Ph: 02 6886 1448
Email: brownsbees@gmail.com

1 x 5 kg bag     $16/kg
4 x 5kg bags 1 Box  $14/kg
20 x 5kg bags 5 Boxes $13/kg

Plus freight

TURBO FRAME CLEANERS

Frame cleaner + Hot Wash packages 
on special now!

(available until end November 2019)

Keep putting of the messy and thankless task of cleaning hive frames?
Welcome to the new innovative Powershot Turbo Frame Cleaner, giving you a comparative, mess free 
and quick solution for cleaning frames. No need to pre-soak or steam frames prior to cleaning These 
units are also adjustable to take the 3 sizes of plastic frames making it suitable for all users.

Obtain exceptional results for very little effort with these frame cleaners. Testing has proven 95% or better
cleaning result even on the most difficult frames.

New 

Innovation!

www.powershot.co.nz

Model Description Min. Pressure Req. Min. Volume Req. Max. Temp.
PS1000FC Single Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 11L/pm 60o

PS2000FC Double Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 19L/pm 60o

Before... After...

Check 

Out These 

Results!

Buy now for the season - Call Andrew on 0400 259 646 Email: sales@powerblast.com.au

H W - 1 2 1 1

HIGH-PRESSURE WASHERS 
- HOT WATER

HW1211++
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Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

                     Suits medium to large trucks
· Manufactured in Australia
· Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling
· Boom brake system – ease of under-supering and requeening
· Split boom for load positioning 
· 6 Different models – remote control option
· Lifting capacity up to 500kg
· Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space
· Fully self contained and low maintenance
· One man operation with controls at the load
· Special range of attachments 

All enquiries please contact Mark 
SALES | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6686 9736 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com  |   mail@ezyloader.com

2/48 Piper Drive Ballina NSW 2478

BB--QQUUAALL    
IInndduussttrryy  OOwwnneedd  QQuuaalliittyy    

AAssssuurraannccee  SSyysstteemm  
  
  

HHOOWW  DDOOEESS  BB--QQUUAALL    
CCEERRTTIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  BBEENNEEFFIITT  MMYY  

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS??  
  

 Product integrity 
 Quality Assurance 
 HACCP based certification 
 Regulatory Compliance 
 Industry best practice 
 Biosecurity 
 Access to domestic &      

export markets 
  

BB--QQUUAALL  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  aallssoo      
eennaabblleess  aann  eenntteerrpprriissee  ttoo      

mmaarrkkeett  iittss  pprroodduucctt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  
BB--QQUUAALL  llooggoo  ttoo  sshhooww  tthhaatt  iitt  
mmeeeettss  tthhee  BB--QQUUAALL  IInndduussttrryy  

SSttaannddaarrddss  
  

CCoommpplleettee  yyoouurr  ttrraaiinniinngg  aatt  
hhoommee  aatt  yyoouurr  oowwnn  ppaaccee!!  

 
 

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  aa  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  PPaacckk  
ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  BB--QQUUAALL  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  tteeaamm    

www.bqual.com.au 
AUS-QUAL  Pty Ltd 

Phone (07) 3361 9200    |    Toll Free Number 1800 630 890 
email:  bqual@ausqual.com.au 

A u s t r a l i a

FACTORY DIRECT

Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

• Made in Australia for Australian conditions
• Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
• Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
• Natural cell size
• Mitred bottom corners
• 6mm engagement tongue

Contact:

Danbar Plastics

Ph: (03) 5382 4740
sales@danbar.com.au

Plastic Beehive Components

www.danbar.com.auBuy NOW!! IN-STORE or ONLINE



Could this be happening to your beehives?

Irradiation Eliminates:Your bees are calling out to you!
Steritech has been providing Gamma

Irradiation to the beekeeping industry for

many years.  In fact, the irradiation of bee

equipment was pioneered in Australia!

Whether our service is used to eliminate

current contamination or is used as a

preventative measure,

Steritech is always happy

to help our beekeepers.

From beehives to medical

applications, Steritech

is there for you.

Steritech is a proud

member of the NSWAA

wwwwww..sstteerriitteecchh..ccoomm..aauu

STERITECH NSW

Jamie Crighton

National Business Development Manager

Tel: 02 8785 4400

Email: jcrighton@steritech.com.au

STERITECH QLD

Glenn Robertson

QLD General Manager

Tel: 07 3293 1566

Email: grobertson@steritech.com.au

STERITECH VIC

Raymond Bryden

VIC Sales Executive

Tel: 03 8726 5566

Email: rbryden@steritech.com.au

Is sterilisation a key step in your production process?
Gamma Irradiation provides the most effective sterilisation solution for
manufacturers of medicinal honey products.

Sterilisation ensures a quality product that meets all regulatory and business
requirements.

Steritech has been a provider of Gamma Irradiation services to the medicinal
honey industry for many years. Using our expertise and knowledge we can
assist you with your sterilisation requirements.

YOU CAN RELY ON IRRADIATION – YOU CAN RELY ON STERITECH

Disease in bee equipment can be a major problem
if left untreated.

The devastating effect diseases such as American
and European Foulbrood can cause is a constant
concern for beekeepers.

Treatment using Gamma Irradiation is a well
established and proven method for eliminating
pathogens from bee equipment and killing all
forms of insect and pest contamination.

Irradiation also assists with increasing honey yield.

Innovation is driven from ideas
The concept of using irradiation in the beekeeping industry
all started with an idea on how to do things a bit differently.

We are constantly trying to develop ways to utilise our
processes to help your industry in lots of new ways.

But without your ideas and input, gamma irradiation would not
be where it is today.

Come and share your thoughts and ideas
with	us.		You	could	hold	the	key	to
developing a new application that could
alter the beekeeping industry forever.

Please contact us about any inspirational ideas you have
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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2018-2019 GRATEFULLY RECEIVED 

Supporting Australia’s National Beekeeping Industry with a voluntary contribution 

““FFrriieenndd””  CCaatteeggoorryy  IInnvveessttmmeenntt  ““FFrriieenndd””  CCaatteeggoorryy  IInnvveessttmmeenntt  
   PLATINUM PLUS $60,000    SILVER $ 1,000 & above 
   PLATINUM $20,000 & above    BRONZE $    500 & above 
   GOLD PLUS $  5,000 & above    COPPER $    100 & above 
   GOLD $  2,000 & above    OTHER Up to $100 

Contribution Details 
  Name:    …………………………………………………................................................................................……............. 

  Address: …………………………….........…......................................................................................……….............. 

    …………………………………………………………………………State……..……..………Postcode…………….…....….... 

 Email: (Please PRINT clearly)....................................................................................................................... 

 Phone:   ................................................................................................  Date:  .......................................... 

Contribution by:     DIRECT DEPOSIT: $....................  CHEQUE: $.................... 
    Please return this form to AHBIC by post or email 
     to ensure your contribution is recorded correctly 

      POST:   AHBIC, PO Box 42, Macquarie, ACT 2614 
      EMAIL: ahbic@honeybee.org.au 

 Account Name: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc 
Banking    Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Details    BSB: 633 000 

   Account No: 150 976 405 
   Reference: Please include your NAME as the Direct Deposit Reference 
 ………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 

Contribution by credit card is now available through the AHBIC website at 
https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/  

1.  ________

2.  ________

3.  ________

4.  ________

   Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter and in monetary category) 

   Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter in undisclosed monetary category) 

   I would like to receive the AHBIC Annual Report  

   Please acknowledge this voluntary contribution with a Tax Receipt (email preferred) 

Thank you for supporting AHBIC to continue supporting your industry at a national level. 

It is gratefully appreciated. 

AAUUSSTTRRAALLIIAANN    HHOONNEEYY    BBEEEE    IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY    CCOOUUNNCCIILL    IINNCC  
((AAHHBBIICC))  PO Box 42      

  Macquarie ACT 2614   ABN:  63 939 614 424
   Phone:  0402 467 780 

Email:   ahbic@honeybee.org.au 

Please indicate Y ES or N O 
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AUSTRALIAN  HONEY  BEE  INDUSTRY  
COUNCIL  INC  (AHBIC) 

UPDATE
Full newsletter available from http://honeybee.org.au

NEWS FROM THE CHAIR, Trevor Weatherhead AM
 

1. This month we have had a round of Plant Heath 
Australia (PHA) meetings plus the AGM. As we have 
become accustomed to they were virtual meetings. We 
still	continue	to	discuss	the	Owner	Reimbursement	Cost	
(ORC)	in	the	event	of	an	incursion.	I	have	been	looking	at	
these and I am suggesting our Biosecurity Sub-committee 
should get involved in this discussion. By doing this there 
are more in our industry who know how it will work in 
the event of that unwanted incursion. I have been part of 
a	PHA	Issues	Resolution	Group	(IRG)	looking	at	some	
aspects	of	when	ORC’s	start	and	what	is	included	and	what	
is not. 
2. This past month we had our annual Biosecurity 
Roundtable.	Normally	it	is	held	in	Canberra	but	with	the	
travel restrictions, as they were at the start of the month, it 
was a virtual one. There were many presentations. Of great 
interest was the new technology being used to detect pest 
when they arrive in Australia. 
3.	A	couple	of	the	presentations	at	the	Roundtable	centred	
on trying to detect pests at the port of embarkation before 
they get to Australia. This is something that I have been 
raising with the Federal Agriculture Department for 
many years now and its looks like we may now be able to 
progress this. 
4. Dr Andrew Tongue has taken over from Lyn O’Connell 
as the Deputy Secretary, Biosecurity and Compliance 
Group, in the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment. Our CEO, Helen, and I had a virtual meeting 
with	Andrew	and	the	Chief	Plant	Protection	Officer,	Dr.	
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith, as Andrew wanted to introduce 
himself to the various industries that he will interact with 
in his new role. 
We	were	able	to	fill	in	Andrew	on	the	biosecurity	
issues	affecting	our	industry	and	he	said	that	he	had	not	
fully realised the role of the honey bees in pollination 
in Australia. I believe that we will have a very good 
relationship with Andrew.

NOTE FROM CEO, Helen Goodall 
In addition to our monthly newsletter you would have 
received news updates on 5th and 16th of November on 
the	recent	interception	of	the	red	dwarf	bee	Apis	florea	
nest on a container in Brisbane (please refer to page 10 of 
this newsletter if you have not seen the updates). Thank 
you to Trevor for working closely with the department 
and the team. This is a prime example of the importance 
of undertaking inspections at the port of embarkation, as 
the	nest	of	florea	was	on	the	container	while	the	container	
moved between ports overseas before arriving in Brisbane. 
We should not be relying on the pest being detected when 
it arrives at our Australian ports. We will keep you updated 
how this is progressed further with Government. 
Still on the subject of biosecurity please see the link to a 
podcast developed by the National Varroa Mite Eradication 

Program (NVMEP) and Queensland Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries in the interests of raising 
awareness of the issue among beekeepers and the broader 
Australian public for eradicating-varroa-mites. 
AHBIC continues to campaign for beekeepers and the 
Australian public not to buy imported beeswax. We have 
received the results from a testing that was undertaken 
on imported beeswax foundation and as suspected the 
beeswax	was	adulterated	with	paraffin	wax.	AHBIC	will	
now progress this further with the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission (ACCC) and request them 
to investigate. If you have samples that you can supply 
to AHBIC, we will arrange for the testing. We urge 
beekeepers not to buy imported beeswax foundation. 
Our monthly newsletter is how we keep you updated 
on the activities of AHBIC and the industry news. We 
frequently receive questions requesting information, 
that has more than often been reported in our newsletter. 
Please take the time to read the newsletter each month and 
thank	you	if	you	are	reading	this	now.	Remember	you	can	
access	past	copies	of	newsletter	at	https://honeybee.org.au/
category/news/	.	
We are always looking at expanding the reach of our 
monthly newsletter, so if you know people who would 
benefit	from	keeping	up	to	date	on	what	is	happening	in	
the industry, please encourage them to subscribe to our 
newsletter. 
As you may be aware an industry stakeholder mapping 
exercise funded by AgriFutures was undertaken in the 
middle of the year which will now be used to shape an 
industry wide communication plan. AHBIC is working 
with AgriFutures to undertake the implementation of the 
communication plan that will promote the crucial role of 
the honey bee in food production. It is expected that this 
work will commence in early 2021. 
Please note the 47 th Apimondia Congress has been 
postponed until 2022. 
Again thank you to our ‘Friends of AHBIC’ for their 
continued support and welcome to our new friend this 
month, Ugis Lauberts. As you would be aware there are 
many issues that face the honey bee industry on a national 
basis and, as AHBIC is solely funded by voluntary 
contributions, we highly value the voluntary contributions 
of our ‘Friends of AHBIC” to help us deal with these 
issues. With food industries dependent on pollination for 
crop production, the annual contribution to the Australian 
economy of our honey bees is estimated to be $14.2 
billion. This is in addition to the $147 million in farm gate 
value (gross value of production) generated by honey and 
bees wax and an estimated $77 million in additional hive 
products such as queen bees, packaged bees, propolis, paid 
pollination services and honey from small commercial 
producers.	Your	contribution	as	a	‘Friend	of	AHBIC’	
means you are playing an important role in the protection 
and promotion of our honey bee industry.
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HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
Col	&	Linda	Wilson			PO	Box	180,	KURRI	KURRI		NSW		2327			Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FRAMES Mahurangi NZ

Premium Quality
For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES 

WEATHERTEX Lids & Bottom   
Boards

QUEEN EXCLUDERS

FRAME FEEDERS

QUEEN CELLS

 WAX
We can mill to the thickness 

you require
Have your own wax milled or 
exchanged for foundation in 

stock

DRONE COMB FOUNDATION 
available

Wax bought or exchanged for 
bee goods

PLASTIC
The Best Plastic Foundation 

You	Can	Buy
Dominates Sales in

 USA and CANADA
Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal

Full PLASTIC FRAMES
available

AFB
TEST KITS

Quick and easy to use 
Results	in	just	3	minutes	

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

NOZEVIT
HIVES	CAN	BE	TREATED	FOR	LESS	THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the 
Spring, and will winter extremely well when 

their intestinal integrity is intact.  By using all 
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal 

cleansing for internal ailments.

 i.e nosema

FOUNDATION

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Email: honeybee100@skymesh.com.au

Phone: 02 4930 4950



PROUDLY
AUSSIE
MADE
& OWNED

100% AUSSIE HONEY

Proud supporter of 
100% Australian Honey

Capilano: Australian owned and 
operated, since 1953.
Capilano is owned by a wholly Australian 
company, Hive + Wellness Australia that is 
proudly headquartered in Richlands, QLD.
The honey used in Capilano products is 
supplied by over 800 Australian beekeepers 
and is packed and marketed by around 150 
hardworking Australian locals across three 
sites in Richlands, QLD, Maryborough, VIC, and 
Bayswater, WA.
Hive + Wellness Australia is committed to 
innovation and quality in Australian bee 
products. We are equally dedicated to 
protecting and fostering the growth of the 
Australian Apicultural industry and your family’s 
hardworking beekeeping businesses.  
We are actively seeking to expand our supplier 
network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax 
from new and existing beekeepers.
To become a supplier, please contact our 
Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:  
P: 0419 431 652 E: s.covey@hivewell.com
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BEEKEEPING JOURNALS

AMERICAN	BEE	JOURNAL
For beekeeping information read 

The American Bee Journal
Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, 

including questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00

Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted

For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2nd Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660

Email: abj@dadant.com 
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com

The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE	CULTURE
The Magazine of American Beekeeping

Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN	BEE	JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Published monthly
Annual	subscription:$82	Australia	/	$120	overseas

For more information and a free sample copy 
Contact:  The Editor  

PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE	BUZZ!	
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $100.00)
For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA 
PO Box 326 Mt Compass SA 5290

Ph; 0419 982 102
Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE	AMATEUR	BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney   

Email: editor@beekeepers.asn.au

THE	NEW	ZEALAND	BEEKEEPER
Official	Journal	of	Apiculture	New	Zealand	Inc.	-	www.

nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions:   Pauline Downie

PO Box 25207  Wellington  6146  New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254    

Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising:   Certa Solutions

PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515

Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz
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PAYMENT IN 30 DAYS OR LESS

Bee Wonderful Pty Ltd
ABN. 37 113 160 571

Cnr Newell Hwy & Landrace Rd
Forbes NSW 2871 
T. (02) 6851 1155
F. (02) 6851 1177

www.superbee.com.au

WE HAVE NEW IBC’S FOR SALE TO OUR SUPPLIERS AT $335 (INCL). 
We can deduct the price directly from your honey delivery, 
so you can take them home when you drop off the honey!

CONTACT US TO REQUEST A QUOTE OR BOOK A DELIVERY  T. 02 6851 1155
         - E. ben@superbee.com.au                               BEN SMITH

  

As one of Australia’s largest 
packers of pure Australian honey, 

Superbee Honey Factory is
LOOKING FOR SUPPLIERS 

to support our increasing demand 
for Australian Honey
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Features include: 
 - Economically designed for the safe transport and storage of honey – at least 25% more efficient than traditional packaging 
 - Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high 
 - Capacity MX ECOBULK – 1,000L (275 Gal)
 - Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

www.schuetz.net 

SCH0028_HoneyIBCFlyer_A4_FAV2.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:10 PM


