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A home fit for a Queen )
Give your bees the best
Australian owned & manufactured

Quality Hoop Pine ‘ (;?

from Australian-Grown Hoop Pine

+ Buying all grades of wax + Phone, Email and Bulk Orders welcomed
+ Large range of beekeeping supplies + Postage and freight options available
Monfactuningy & Sepp Supply (?
806 River Road Shed 9B Industrial Avenue
Kingaroy Q 4610 Morayfield Q 4125
Main 0427 946 614 Main 0484 598 580
0429 130 167 0411 251 901
bbeesupplies@bordernet.com.au bbeesuppliesmorayfield@hotmail.com

Website: www.burnettheekeepingsupplies.com.au

ITALIAN

Prices effective from 1 July 2019

UNTESTED

1-10 .......... $32.00 each
11-49 ........ $26.00 cach
........... $22.00 each Join now

and isolated mated breeders = $500.00

TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add 34 Per Queen

PAYMENT BY: Cheque or Direct Debit
Details on ordering

PO Box 99 WONDAI Queensland 4606
Phone: 0448 690 064 Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

PROTECT YOUR BEEHIVES WITH WAX!

Paraffin + Microcrystalline wax
Hot dipping with a 50/50 mix of paraffin and microcrystalline
is an efficient steriliser and protector against rot.

bulk wax at wholesale prices!!
View the full product range on-line
*WAX *moulds *wicks *tea light cups *wicks and more...

www.candlemaking.com.au ¢/
02 9653 3600 2>

Personal shoppers welcome
at our warehouse in Arcadia, in Sydney’s rural north.
Always interested in purchasing local beeswax.

HONEY

LLoyd & Dawn Smith

Committed to maximising returns to beekeepers

Honey & Beeswax for sale?
Call us for a quote
Phone 07 3271 2830 Fax 07 3376 0017
Mobile 0418 786 158
136 Mica Street, Carole Park Qld 4300
Email: hdunder@bigpond.net.au

COVER: Currowan Fire South Coast NSW

Photograph: Richard Alley, Captain Murrumbateman Rural Fire Brigade
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6 Issues $2090.00 $1180.00 $640.00 $380.00

3 Issues $1180.00 $635.00 $350.00 $215.00

1 Issue $465.00 $260.00 $175.00 $120.00

Classified Ads up to 5 lines - $40.00 (FREE TO MEMBERS)

Australia’s Honeybee News goes free of charge to NSWAA members. Subscriptions are welcome - within Australia $65.00
Overseas (airmail) AUS$95.00 - Payable to NSWAA, PO Box117, Narellan, NSW 2567, Australia Email: info@nswaa..com.au
The opinions expressed in articles published in Australia’s Honeybee News are those of the authors and do not imply the endorsement
of the NSWAA for the promotion of any product, goods or services mentioned unless specifically stated.

Copy Deadline for Next Issue of Australia’s Honeybee News
Friday 17 January 2020

Editor: Vikki Bingley PO Box 7425 Sutton NSW 2620

N.B New Ad setup $50.00 alterations $15.
Advertising Enquiries: Mobile: 0427 552 001 Email: honeybeenews@icloud.com
Printer: Impress Printers 2/55 Townsville Street Fyshwick ACT 2609

Phone: (02) 6280 4238 Email: terry.impress@iinet.net.au

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RATES MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

* Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be
represented through a common organisation

Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources

Help to secure your Industry’s future

Provide strong representation to Government

Membership Badge

Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers

Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News the NSWAA

The Association Membership year runs
from: 1 March to 28 February

Note: Rates from 1 March 2017
0 to 10 hives $100.00 1 vote
11to 200 hives $200.00 2 votes

201 to 400 hives $300.00 4 votes bi-monthly Journal & FREE classified advertisement in Journal
: * Annual State Conference & Trade/Field Days
+ Y
401 $1.00 per hwe 6 votes » Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA Branches
700 + $1.00 per hive 8 votes * Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers and NSW DPI
: representatives at meetings, workshops and conferences
1001 + $.1 .00 per hive ) 10 votes e WFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata - 1300 934
Over 1500 hives $1.00 per hive 12 votes 934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ Association

(NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let your local Area
Manager know that you are a member to receive this benefit for

Affiliated/Retired/Student $65.00 1 vote

Honeybee News subscriber/member the Association. - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417 943 451 E: jane.
$65.00 0 vote Jones@wﬁ.com.gu .
: * SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members’ rate
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NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INc. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
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Ray Hull, Neil Bingley, Stephen Targett, Steve Cunial, Robyn Lewis, Brian Woolfe

PRESIDENT: Stephen Targett PO Box 325 NARRANDERA NSW 2700 Mob: 0428 649 321
Email: wally.56@hotmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT: Steve Cunial PO Box 771 GRIFFITH NSW 2680 Mob: 0448 627 291
Email: steve@cunialbeekeeping.com.au
Neil Bingley 101 Woodfield Rd SUTTON NSW 2620 Mob: 0428 487 105 Email: beez101@bigpond.net.au

Ray Hull PO Box 36 Kootingal NSW 2340 Mob: 0407 469 176 Email: hullshoneyfarm@outlook.com
Brian Woolfe 18 Dumaresq St GLEN INNES NSW 2370 Mob: 0429 032 019 Email: woolfe@exemail.com.au
SECRETARY/TREASURER: Robyn Lewis PO Box 117 Narellan NSW 2567
Mob: 0466 269 811 Email: info@nswaa.com.au Website: www.nswaa.com.au

BRANCHES PRESIDENTS SECRETARIES

Central Tablelands Mal Porter 02 6337 5383 Debbie Porter 0429 375 383
Hunter Valley Col Wilson 02 4930 4950 Contact President

North Coast Barry Watts 02 6689 5359 Col Maloney 02 6663 7051
Northern Tablelands Richard Willis 0428 323 812 Glenn McConnell 02 6732 3222
Riverina David Mumford 02 6959 2519 John Smith 02 6926 2227
Southern Tablelands Laurie Kershaw 0428 628 731 Judy Saxvik 0427 684 114
Sydney Miskell Hampton 0437913 831 Jane Flitter 0413 769 411
Tamworth Ray Hull 02 6760 3634 Norm Maher 0447 603 245
Western Plains Bryn Jones 02 6887 2638 Lisa Mumford 02 6887 2638
AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)

Chairman: Peter McDonald Ph: 0427 722 167 Executive Director: Sarah Paradice Ph: 0402 467 780

Email: prmcdonald@hotmail.com Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au Website: www.honeybee.org.au

Mailing address: PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614

HONEY BEE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (HBRDC)
Ms Margie Heath, Project Manager, RIRDC PO Box 4776, Kingston ACT 2604 Ph: 02 6271 4145
Email: Margaret.Heath@rirdc.gov.au Website: www.rirdc.gov.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary: Mrs Paula Dewar, 157 Lake Moogerah Road Kalbar QLD 4309 Ph: 07 5463 5633 Email: agbba@bigpond.com

CROP POLLINATION ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary: Mrs Debbie Porter, 135 Eusdale Road Yetholme NSW 2795 Ph: 02 6337 5383 Email: debbie.porter3@hotmail.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary: Mr Ross Christiansen Email: ross@superbee.com.au
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Presidents Report

Drought and bush fires have been the main concern
for beekeepers. The fires in northern NSW have
been horrific with very hot fires destroying apiaries
and most likely killing many mature eucalypts.

Most of the burnt forests and National Parks will

not be useful for beekeepers for 20 years or more.
NSWAA is collating figures on destroyed hives and
burnt bee sites. We will use these figures when we
lobby government for increased access to public
resource.

As | write this there is a large fire just north of
Batemans Bay in an area where there were a lot of
beehives working grey ironbark. | am aware of no
hives destroyed - some apiaries had fire go over the
site and a lot of hives would have lost field bees.

These fires are a timely reminder to ensure you
abide by the conditions of your permit/licence. That
is, inform the agency you have bees on site and
clear around your apiary 3m. | have been told of
several apiaries where the fire went through the
apiary and because there was no leaf litter the fire
did no damage to the hives.

On TOTAL FIRE BAN days beekeepers have an
exemption and can light their smoker and work
bees. Do not abuse this privilege and only use
the smoker if the apiary area has no combustible
material near by. The rules on using a smoker on
Total Fire Ban days see article in this HBN.

With this terrible fire season it would be prudent for
all beekeepers to check their insurance cover for
their hives. Some have hives insured for $500 per
hive and others for just $200. Can your business
survive without suitable insurance?

The executive have done several radio interviews
reference bees and the fires. After this we have
been inundated with offers of land to place bees.
We have collated these and sent out via the
branches. Do not hesitate to contact these land
owners — some of these properties will make good
long term sites.

The citrus in the Leeton Giriffith area yielded well
this year though a lot of beekeepers would have not
seen this due to overstocking of orchards. A lot of
beekeepers would have done better on Pattersons
Curse which did yield and breeds great bees.

One or two enterprising people advertised as bee
site brokers for bee sites in the Leeton and Griffith
citrus area. This contributed to the overstocking.
As an Association we cannot stop this. However
those desperate for sites ask the broker questions
- such as: How close will my apiary be to another
apiary? Is the site on private land? Overstocking
creates biosecurity issues and can upset land
holders. NSWAA is trying to get increased access
to resource and now we have some landholders
that will not let bees back on their land due to bad
experiences with bees. The citrus orchard still
has a business to run - pick fruit and spray fruit.
Orchardists want to be able to do this without being
hammered by bees.

Thank you to David and Wendy Mumford for hosting
the Riverina launch of Certificate Ill in Beekeeping
as a High School elective. See article in this HBN.

| believe one student from Gundagai has signed up
for this. A good initiative to get young people in our
industry.

NSWAA has contracted a new website designer/
manager - It is the same manager that the ABA use.
Their website is great. The new website should

be up and running prior to membership renewals.
Robyn Lewis has taken over as our secretary with
the changeover seamless. Contact details are in
this HBN.

The conference planning including tradeshow,
honey and honey products competition are
progressing well. See update in this issue.

Congress will be in the Sydney area in 2022. An
exciting time ahead.

| attended the state Biosecurity roundtable - which
was an eye opener. Our biosecurity border
protocols stopped over 100 insect pests in 2018.
This means less chemicals that our bees will be
exposed to in the future. Another figure is that one
pest establishes in Australia every week.

Recently we became aware that there may be a
large environmental water flow down the Murray
in January. Last time there was an environmental
flow in summer there was a huge fish kill and

the river red gums were cooked in the Barmah
forest. This flow will happen when the red gums
are flowering on the best budding in 15 years. If
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this environmental flow goes ahead it will be to
the detriment of beekeepers, fish, red gums and
nocturnal marsupials. NSWAA will raise our
concerns if this environmental flow is to happen.

NSWAA made a submission to the Federal
Government Inquiry “$100 billion of Agriculture by
2030’. lan Cane representing AHBIC and | made an
oral submission to the panel. We made a 5 minute
speech then answered questions for 25 minutes.
The feeling was positive. The Almond Board had
also made a submission and supported our call for
increased access to public resource.

We still have requests in to see the state forest
minister and also the state minister for the
environment. We regularly keep reminding them
of our request for a meeting. We have a list of
discussion points for each minister. We did meet
with the shadow minister for the environment Hon
Kate Washington.

NSW DPI have put in place free sugar for
beekeepers who have had their forest sites burnt
out. Details went out as an EBee to all members
and also appears in this HBN. Note this is only
applicable until these fire events are deemed
finished. NSWAA welcomes this initiative for all
NSW beekeepers.

For most beekeepers this has been a tough
depressing year. Regardless of this spend time
with your family over the festive season. From the

NSWAA

NSWAA executive team have a Merry Christmas
and a happy New Year. May 2020 be a wetter and
better year for all.

Stephen Targett
0428649321

4 Y
The next Executive
meeting of NSWAA

will be held on

Monday 17th February

2020 in Dubbo

Please forward any
discussion items or
motions etc to
info@nswaa.com.au
no later than Friday
31 January 2020 for
inclusion in the agenda

\. v

Executive

Resposibilities

Stephen Targett Steve Cunial Neil Bingley Brian Woolfe Ray Hull Elizabeth Frost
NSWAA NSWAA Vice NSWAA NSWAA NSWAA NSW DPI
President President Executive Executive Executive Advisor

Councillor Councillor Councillor
AHBIC Diseases AHBIC Bee Industry
& Quarantine Resources Biosecurity
Committee Committee Consultative
State Conference e AHBIC
Sponsorships & | State Resources (BIBCC) Honeyland Education
};eie(:) Slzéil?ritryy Trade Show State Advisory Committee
Consultative Gimp ()
Committee
(BIBCC)
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AMANT | seexeepine Loaer

Compact Articulated Loaders

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd

Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800 686
411 to organise your obligation free demo!

-

Made in Finland

v~ Ability to load the truck from
one side using telescopic boom

v’ Huge lifting capacity up to
1500kg

v~ Park sideways across truck

v~ Optional air-conditioned cabin

v~ Self Levelling Boom

v~ Prompt delivery Australia wide

v~ All terrain 4wd with
outstanding stability

v~ Backed by a Family business for
over 25 years

v~ Save time and man power

v~ Easy to access and operate

v~ Over 200 attachments

v~ Easy finance options available

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com |
www.avantequipment.com
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2020 Conference AGM Update

3 international speakers confirmed
Dinner Speaker has been engaged
Wed 20th May is World Bee Day

1-3 pm professional development - Business
structures advantages and disadvantages of each. Sole
trader, Limited company, Family Trust etc.

Publicity event including tradeshow, honey show
and observation hive. Open to the public.

5.30pm Branch executive meet with NSWAA
president and vice president.

Constitution - Executive will be asking to insert ‘NSWAA
is a non-profit organisation’ into the constitution.

Honey Show will include sections for honey, cooking
and handicrafts.

**** HALF PRICE Conference Registration for
those who register early ****
Due to tough season for our members

APIARY COTS

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made

Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers
Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231

Honey Wanted

We Look For:

100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity

Packed in IBCs

Call: 0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie
Auburn NSW 2144

Australia’s Honeybee News November - December 2019

Goodwill by NSW
Landowners

I had an interview with ABC Port Macquarie where |
stated that many beekeepers had lost a lot of resource for
their bees due to the northern bush fires. The response
from NSW land owners has been amazing. Landowners
have offered their land for beekeepers to place bees. The
size of the land offered has ranged from a few hectares
to hundreds of hectares and in all eastern parts of the
state. NSWAA has thanked them all for their offer. Their
details have been collated and sent out to all members.
Some properties are next to National Parks.

Be aware that this land has not been assessed for
suitability for bees. It is up to the beekeeper to contact
the landowner and conduct their own assessment. The
only thing that NSWAA asks is that all landowners
contacted by beekeepers are thanked for their offer of
land even if it is not suitable.

These land owners have gone out of their way to assist
beekeepers - PLEASE MAKE SURE THEY ALL HAVE
A POSITIVE BEE EXPERIENCE.

Stephen Targett
President

lll ustralla

Plastic Beehive Components
Made in Australia by Max Cane Apiaries

FULL DEPTH FOUNDATION SHEETS

* Made in Australia for Australian conditions

* Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
* Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
* Natural cell size

* Mitred bottom corners

* 6mm engagement tongue

Std colour Black, Natural, Yellow and Red
Other colours available with large orders (5000+)

Also available:
Nuplas plastic frames (made in Australia)
Full Depth, W.S.P and Ideal

Contact:

MAX CANE APIARIES
9 McGibbony Crt, Ararat, Victoria, Australia
Phone: 0427 501 551

ABN 561 108 274




Visit our new website
www.hummerbee.com
to learn about all of our
other available models:

Rough Terrain Forklifts XRT XL XT,,

The classic Hummerbee
just got even better...

TURBO II

The Hummerbee Turbo is now more
powerful, smoother, and faster than ever.
Nouw featuring 56 hp being produced by
a Tier 4 emissions compliant, Kohler
turbo diesel engine. Diesel exhaust fluid
is NOT required.

More power, a new maintenance - free
articulation joint, easy to use joystick
mast controls, digital gauge display, a
quieter, redesigned transfer case, and
the highest lift capacity in its class while
being even more compact than before,
malke the Turbo Il the most exciting
Hummerbee yet.

A& O

FORKUFT

www.hummerbee.com Call A0 Forklift to order today
800-943-8677/
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GOVERNMENT

Department of
Primary Industries

APIARY SITES PROGRAM UPDATE
Nick Geoghegan, NSW DPI
nick.geoghegan@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Long Term Vacant Sites Pilot passes 500 sites
allocated

The online pilot of Long Term Vacant apiary sites in
conjunction with Forestry Corporation continues to
provide opportunities for beekeepers to find new options
to place their hives in State Forests.

Since the pilot started in July over 500 sites have been
allocated. After an initial rush when the online map

was first published, hold requests and applications are
continuing to come in at a more steady rate. Applicants
appear to be looking wider across the states as many
recent applications are the first ones received for some
forests. Almost 3,000 potential sites are still on the map.
See the DPI Bees website for more details: https:/www.

dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees

Bushfire safety when visiting apiary sites

At the time of writing bushfires are burning across the
state. We’ve added an article on keeping safe during
bushfire periods to the DPI website. Find it under
“Seasonal management of Honeybees” in the “Managing
your Hives” section of the DPI website (https:/www.dpi.
nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/management).
This includes the strict conditions under which Bee
smokers can be used in NSW during a Total Fire Ban

in addition to precautions to take before visiting a

site. Having fire fighting equipment, water, or a fire
extinguisher close to hand is critical in the unlikely case
where it is necessary to use a bee smoker during a Total
Fire Ban.

Contributions

Do you have something you would like
published in Australia’s Honeybee News?

Perhaps a favourite recipe or an update
from your Branch, then email it to the
editor
honeybeenews®@icloud.com

Australia’s Honeybee News November - December 2019
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Access to public apiary sites

Access to public apiary sites can sometimes be
challenging. Beekeeping is not the primary use of these
public lands and agencies do not have the resources

to open and maintain roads and tracks solely for
beekeeping.

In some situations apiarists have been unable to access
potential Forestry sites due to locked gates and “private
land” signs. This was despite roads appearing like public
roads on the map. It’s important to understand that not all
access roads to public sites are owned or controlled by
Forestry Corporation, NSW National Parks or the LLS.
Roads may be managed by council, Crown lands, RMS
or they may be privately owned.

Private access roads

In the case of private ownership, owners have the
right to install and lock gates to protect their property
and discourage misuse of the road (e.g. 4WDs). If you
encounter a private gate when trying to access a site it’s
possible you won’t be able to get access. Your options
are either not to apply for the site or try to negotiate
access from the owner.

To determine ownership, submit a land title request
with Lot and DP numbers to identify the owner. If it is
privately owned, contact the owner to discuss access.
Bring honey and remember they have no obligation to
let you use their road even if there’s a public site on the
other side of it.

If you determine the ownership is public but if there is
a locked gate claiming the road is private, you should
report this to the manager of the road so they can take
action.

“Welcome New Members -

Aaron McMahon - Pimilco NSW
Michelle Cole - Ophir NSW
Rachel Peedom - NSW
Seezar Saco - Wakely NSW
Peter Czeti - Amaroo ACT
[Charlotte Underwood - Marom Creek
NSW

\ 4




Plant Health

AUSTRALIA

BEED

BIOSECURITY
PROGRAM

Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice (the Code).
A new condition will come into effect from 1 July 2020 requiring existing and new beekeepers registered in NSW to
comply with the Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice (the Code).

NSW DPI recognises your association as a reputable source of information among beekeepers in NSW. We would
therefore greatly appreciate any assistance you can provide to help us ensure that NSW beekeepers are appropriately
informed of the upcoming changes to conditions of registration prior to 1 July 2020.

A virtual folder containing a number of electronic resources including newsletter articles, fact sheets and flyers can be
accessed by following this link. If you could please share some of the articles and any of the contained information via
your communications channels it would greatly assist us to ensure we are reaching as many NSW beekeepers as possible
to inform them of the upcoming changes to their registration.

NSW DPI hopes to work closely with industry over the coming months to support beekeepers prior to the change coming
into effect. We will continue to communicate updates and resources as they are developed and they will continue to be
made available on the NSW DPI registration webpage. If you can think of any communications materials you think would
assist in this space please don’t hesitate to let us know. We are more than happy to develop any materials that may assist
beekeepers to accept and adopt the Code.

NSW thanks you sincerely for any assistance you can provide to help us get this important message to our beekeepers.
Yours sincerely,

Rebekah Pierce
Acting Leader Regional Pest Management

Department of
Primary Industries

NSW

GOVERNHENT

The beekeeper registration process is now managed by NSW
Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI).

Updating the registration portal allows beekeepers one place to:

* Register

* Renew

* Maintain records of hive movement
* Notify of bee diseases

To find out more about the changes, visit

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/bees

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
ABN 27 009 052 155

72 Munibung Rd Suppliers of Beekeeping and
Cardiff 2285 NSW Honey Processing Equipment
Australia

Boxes, Frames and all Woodware Stainless Steel Extractors
Excluders - Welded Wire and Plastic Honey Tanks and Pumps

Weathertex - Covers and Bottom Boards, Special sizes available

Veils, Gloves, Overalls, Bee Suits and Jackets, Hive Tools, Brushes
Hats, Smokers, Knives, Pails, Jars etc. all your beekeeping needs

We have a very extensive selection of books on all aspects of beekeeping
We buy and exchange wax for foundation. Good prices paid

MAIL ORDER IS OUR SPECIALITY - PHONE FOR A PRICE LIST
Ph: (02) 4956 6166 Fax: (02) 4956 6399

EZYLoader

Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

Suits medium to large trucks

- Manufactured in Australia ks

- Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling

- Boom brake system —ease of under-supering and requeening
- Split boom for load positioning

- 6 Different models — remote control opt|on

- Lifting capacity up to 500kg :

- Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space

- Fully self contained and low maintenance

- One man operation with controls at the load

- Special range of attachments

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD

All enquiries please contact Mark 2/48 Piper Drive Ballina NSW 2478
SALES | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6686.9736 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com | mail@ezyloader.com

Australia’s Honeybee News November - December 2019 12



| .“ 4
N"!SL\% Department of
soement | Primary Industries

Beekeeping during bushfire periods

Use of Smokers in NSW

Beekeepers should use extreme caution when using a smoker at all times. In times of a Total Fire Ban you should avoid
the use of smokers except in emergency situations. Bee smokers are exempt from a Total Fire Ban only if they are used
under very strict conditions including only lighting the smoker in a safe location. These are outlined in the NSW Rural
Fire Service schedule of exemptions (See extract below from November 2019):

Bee hive smokers
Fire lit, maintained or used in connection with the management of bees and bee hives, provided that:

the fire is lit, maintained and used in a bee hive smoker that is commercially available, made of metal and
designed to prevent the escape of fire, and

the fuel for the bee hive smoker is lit inside a building or vehicle by a responsible adult person and the smoker is
sealed prior to leaving the building or vehicle and being taken to the hives, and

fire is not permitted to escape from the bee hive smoker, and
the bee hive smoker is under the supervision of a responsible adult person at all times while it is alight, and

the fuel for the bee hive smoker is totally extinguished inside a building or vehicle by the responsible adult
person at the completion of use of the smoker.

In addition to these mandatory precautions, having water or a fire extinguisher close to hand is critical in case sparks
escape from the smoker. Further advice on the safe use of smokers is available on the Professional Beekeepers
community of practice website.

Visiting National Parks or State Forests

If you have a permit or license to keep bees on an apiary site in a National Parks NSW (NPWS) or Forestry Corporation
NSW (FCNSW) forest you may need to visit your bees during the bushfire season.

Before travelling to the site:

Check fire danger ratings for the area on the RFS website. Consider these ratings carefully and whether your
visit is essential considering the risks involved. In times of an Extreme or Catastrophic fire danger rating, forests
are closed and should not be visited for the safety of you and of firefighting personnel.

Follow RFS advice such as their advice on travelling in a bush fire area.

Check for Forest or Park closures. During a closure you will not be allowed to access your apiary site. Closures
of FCNSW Forests are listed on the FCNSW website and on their “Visit NSW State Forests” Facebook page.
Closures of NPWS parks and reserves are listed on the NPWS website.

Check for fires in the area on the RES website or “Fires Near me” mobile app.

If fires are located near your hives, call the Rural Fire Service to discuss safe access to your hives.
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Send us an email: info@lysonau.com.au
Visit our website: www.lysonau.com.au

EEKEEPING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA ot o e o o o oo e

WE SUPPLY EVERYTHING FOR BEEKEEPERS
FROM HOBBY TO COMMERCIAL

Optima Processing Line .
40 frame extraction line
Special Introductory

Price
$38,000

Capping Extruders
Wax Melters
Settler Tanks up to 2000L with
or without heating & mixer

We sell the following products:
Polystyrene Hives
Nucleus Hives

Mating Hives Dehydraters & Creamers
Travelling Hive Boxes Suits, Veils & Gloves Queen Breeding Equipment
Feeders (hive & stand alone) Bee Tools Queen Rearing Equipment
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Specialising in
Caucasian
Queen Bees

Marked Queens @~ ----- $40 ca
-9  eea-- $35eca
10-49  --a-- $30¢ca
50-199  ae--- $27 ca
200 plus per season - ---- Discounts Apply
QueenCells ~ ----- $8 - collect only

Breeder Queens - $825

Naturally mated on a remote island.
Post & Handling $15 per dispatch under 50 qty.

Prices include GST
Valid September 2019 to March 2020

Terms: Payment 10 days prior to dispatch.
For orders contact:
John Covey
Email: sales@coveybees.com.au
Ph: 0427 046 966
PO Box 72 Jimboomba QLD 4280

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment
& stainless steel manufacturing. Creating the largest
Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

Horizontal Extractors

+ 36 to 60 frame 3 bank - 48 to 144 frame 4 bank
- 198 frame 6 bank  Twin Systems
- Automated self loading machines

» Wax Melters - 200 Itr to 750 Itr
» Reducers - 1200 to 1800
» Capping spinner « S/S vane pumps
« Centrifuge « Heat exchange
- Storage tanks « Mixing/heating tanks

Testige
tainless

- 1994 Finlay Road (PO. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 362
‘ P: +61358591492-F: 461358591495
E: info@prestigestainless.com

www.prestigestainless.com.au

15

Steam

For decapping, extractors,
wax reducer & wash down

Fully Automatic

Electric Steam Boilers

Advantages

Model shown ranges
from 3kW to 42kW

H Steam output from
5.7 to 66.8kg/hr.

H Models range from
1/3 h.p. (3kW) to
48 h.p. (480kW).

M Fast steam raising

B Compactly packaged &
self contained, no plant
room required

W 99% Thermal efficiency

B Low capital & low
installation costs

B No boiler attendant
required
(state regulations may
limit maximum capacity)

B Simple installation
requires only connection
of water & electricity

M No flue - no fire
- no risk of explosion
- no fumes or smell

M No oil storage tank
- no oil deliveries

M Clean equipment
& work area

\\
® S\

2 SIMONS

BOILERS

1/33 Maddox Street
Alexandria NSW 2015

Ph: (02) 8338 8660

Fax: (02) 8338 8661

B Can be installed adjacent
to steam appliance in
workspace

M Quiet & reliable operation
- low maintenance cost

B Simple to operate
& maintain - no sophis-
ticated burner/ignition/
draft controls - no fire
brick maintenance

B Corrosion resistant, no
tubes, gussets or stays -
no heat transfer surfaces

B Low heating element
replacement cost

B All spare parts available
ex stock

B Comprehensive
operating & maintenance
instructions, wiring
& piping diagrams
accompany each boiler

Australian family owned
company Est.1932

34 Strong Avenue,
Thomastown, Victoria 3074
ph: (03) 9462 6700

Agents in all other states

www.simonshoilercom.au
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s BEE ON THE LOOKOUT!

& \w %  SCHEDULE & ENTRY FORMS
/& OUT SOON

Entries Open—Friday 3rd January 2020
Closing Date for Entries—Friday 17th April 2020

Honey, Pollination & Apiary Related Products—Competition & Show

In conjunction with NSWAA Annual Conference
Tamworth—West Leagues Club—May 2020

Exhibits with labels attached will be accepted at the venue
On Monday 18th May 2020 between 9am-6pm &
Tuesday 19th May 2020 8am to 10am.

OPEN JUDGING FORMAT
Judging commencing 12pm Tuesday 19th May 2020

Public exhibition —

Celebrating World Bee Day
Wednesday 20th May 2020 9am to 8pm &

Thursday 21st May 2020 9am to 2pm

Something for everyone — classes in:

Liquid Honey Granulated Honey Chunk Honey
Honeycomb Beeswax Candles Apiary Collection Display
Native Bee—Sugarbag Honey Mead Gift Baskets
Cooking (run by CWA) Handicrafts (run by CWA) Photography

NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. Honey, Pollination & Apiary

Related Products Competition and Show - 2020
Show Co-ordinator

- Suellen Cooper PO Box 334 INVERELL NSW 2360
email:  nswaa.honeyshow@gmail.com ph: 0423671 263
website: www.nswaahoneyshow.weebly.com

@nswaa.honeyshow  https:/iwww facebook.com/nswaa.honeyshow/

Australia’s Honeybee News November - December 2019

16



L'y,

BUSHFIRE ROAD CLOSURES

NSWAA have been contacted as the police are frustrated with beekeepers ignoring road closed signs. If this
continues police will take action against offending beekeepers. The following is the NSWAA position:

The recent and current out of control bushfires have made it very difficult for beekeepers to keep their hives from
being burnt by the fires. This is a stressful time for beekeepers who have apiaries in the potential fire path.

Emergency services including police have a duty of care to safeguard the public and that includes beekeepers.

Roads are closed for good reasons. Police have the authority to detain any one who ignores road closed signs due

to a natural disaster such as fires. This includes beekeepers who ignore road closed signs and enter the danger
area.

If it is a manned closed road, then by all means ask the police if you can enter to remove livestock (bees) from
the fire front. If the police response is YES then remove hives with no delay and ensure authorities know when
you have left the danger area. If the answer is NO then do not go to an unmanned road closed signed area and
enter via the back door. This may result in being fined or temporarily jailed. Beekeepers are not above the law.

NSWAA requests all beekeepers obey all emergency service personnel directions. Beehives can be replaced -
safety must come first.

FORESTS CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
Most beekeepers would know that State Forests have been closed between Nabiac and the Queensland border for

quite some time and the foreseeable future. Beekeepers can enter and work (with extreme care) in these forests
as we are registered users of the forests - the same as the logging industry. The public cannot enter to rubberneck.

L*

—

-
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Clayton Plastics

Servicing the honey industry
for over 40 years.

Jars & Squeezes

250gr & 500gr 300ml Twist 500gr Squeeze 500gr Upside 250gr & 500gr
Square Jars & Squeeze (Honey Comb) Down Squeeze Amber Jars
Pails
=
e
N
\
BN
Non Tamper Proof Pails Tamper Proof Pails
500gr, 1kg. 1.5kg. 3kg. & 5kg Pail 1kg. 1.5kg Honey Pails & 10L, 15L, 20L Pails
(500gr, 1kg, 1.5kg available in clear as well) 2.2L, 5L Pails

AK

AU KINGSUN

Clayton Plastics

www.claytonplastics.com.au




Wood Frame Full Depth
Assembled With Wire

Wood Frame Full Depth
With Plastic Foundation

Plastic Frame Full Depth

(Not waxed)

Plastic Beehive

Plastic Beehive with 10 Frames
Material: food grade polypropylene
Thickness: 30mm

Working life: 30 years

Packing dimension: 60x50x44cm 13.8/kg

Features:

UV resistant

Thermal insulated increasing honey production

Light weight for easy lifting and carrying

Antioxidant plastic material for longer life expectancy
Holds standard and full depth frames

Easily assembled

Digital Thermometer

Built in ventilation

No painting required

What you get:

2 box hive consisting of:
1 x ventilated top cover

1 x full size super

1 x Queen excluder

1 x brood box
1 x bottom board (including 2 feeders and pollen trap)
1 x Entrance reducer

4 x Lock, Latch connectors

1x Temperature Gauge

Clayton Plastics A: 5 Lydia Court Epping, VIC 3076 P: (03) 8401 4248 F: (03) 8401 4969 E: sales@claytonplastics.com.au



Bee Build

It does what is says—Builds BEES
A Complete Pollen Replacement based on

Scientific Honeybee Industry Research
(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054)

Visit www.beebuild.com.au
for full story and how to feed.
Available in 5kg, 10kg, 20kg or 25kg

Bee Build Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg
Bee Boost: 500g—a probiotic for bees

Enquiries and Sales Contact:
Robert & Melissa Dewar
Ph: (07) 5463 5513

www.beebuild.com.au

The Revolutionary

BLUEBEES Brood Box Bottom Boards

for 8 to 10 Frame Hives
wwwbluabeas.comau

“Prevention is Better Than Cure”

CHEMICAL FREE - Pests become resistant

to pesticides, bees suffer, honey & wax are polluted.
Bluebees Boards curtail chemical use, your honey remains natural!

o Supresses humidity & deprives the Small Hive Beetle
(SHB) breeding conditions in the hive

o Facilitates dry & clean hives with strong & healthy bees,
best bottom board for pollination

o Empowers bees to hunt & eject interloping pests such as:
SHB, Wax Moth & Varroa - (not yet in Australia), as well
as debris from the hive

™ __ Made in Australia to Professional Beekeeper Standards

VENTC W Winner 2012 - Bendigo Inventor Award for
Agriculture and Environment Sustainability

Contact: J-Pierre Mercader (Proprietor) Phone: 0412 541 060

Email: jpm@bluebees.com.au Website: www.bluebees.com.au

Protected by The Australian Federal Government IP Design 14221/2010 & 14222/2010. Extended till November 2020.
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B-QUAL
Industry Owned Quality

Assurance System

HOW DOES B-QUAL
CERTIFICATION BENEFIT MY
BUSINESS?

Product integrity

Quality Assurance

HACCP based certification
Regulatory Compliance
Industry best practice
Biosecurity

Access to domestic &
export markets

Your guarantee
for quality
and hygiene

B-QUAL Certification also
enables an enterprise to
market its product under the
B-QUAL logo to show that it
meets the B-QUAL Industry
Standards

Complete your training at
home at your own pace!

For more information and to obtain a Certification Information Pack
contact the B-QUAL Certification team

www.bqual.com.au
AUS-QUAL Pty Ltd

Phone (07) 33619200 | Toll Free Number 1800 630 890
email: bqual@ausqual.com.au

BEECHWORTH
HONEY

Beechworth Honey now
sourcing Australian
Beeswax direct from

beekeepers
A Grade Quality Australian Beeswax

Please contact Steven Goldsworthy
Mobile: 0419 559 242 - Office: 02 6033 2322

100% Fucbralion f&ww_a aﬁma;‘.
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DOUG’S COLUMN

Doug Somerville

Technical Specialist, Apiculture - NSW Department of Primary Industries - Goulburn
doug.somerville@dpi.nsw.gov.au

THE FUTURE .....

Sometimes, to have a vision of the future, you need to
have an understanding of the past. In recent years I have
been involved in conversations where the ‘new-bee’ has
come up with an exciting way of doing something; when,
in fact, the concept or practice has been around for years,
or even decades. If anyone does want to change the
world, perhaps they are best starting by asking whether
their idea has been suggested or trialled in the past.

Lack of adoption can be a major issue, but Australia is
said to be a relatively quick market to take up technology.
Therefore the reason for the lack of adoption is likely to
be the high cost or the availability of the technology.

Likewise, I have seen some interesting ideas floated, but
those involved haven’t taken on advice to improve or
modify their concepts to fit the market place.

I’ve approached the topic of ‘the future’ under a
number of sub-headings. All of the following are my
ramblings based on my experiences, observations and
conversations.

Technology

This is the obvious topic, talking about the future. How
might technology help our beekeeping? The way we
keep honey bees hasn’t changed in over 100 years. Our
understanding of bee biology has improved, but we still
need to do a lot of invasive management practices to
monitor what is happening in a hive.

Bees largely communicate with pheromones. A
technology most of you should be familiar with is the
Roadside Breath Test (RBT) where the police officer
sticks an alcometer in our driver’s window for us to
speak or breathe into. This technology is picking up
and measuring the presence and level of alcohol in our
breath-based chemical signals.

Anyone who has been into an airport in recent years
may have been ‘swabbed’ for explosives. A machine

on site is looking for tell-tale chemical signals. Food
manufacturers are increasingly using a technology called
an ‘e-nose’ to detect unwanted yeasts in a manufacturing
or preparation area.

How about a gadget that beekeepers could slip into the
entrance of a beehive and, which based on chemical or
olfactory signals, would provide you with:

estimated age of queen (strength of queen substance)

presence or absence of a queen (queen substance)
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amount of brood (brood pheromone)
presence and incidence of chalkbrood

presence and incidence of EFB (European Foulbrood)
presence and incidence of AFB (American Foulbrood)

All these things are theoretically possible now.
Adaptation of technology to achieve this aim would
dramatically reduce the invasive inspection work
necessary to regularly monitor and manage a beehive.
Such technology would also remove the need to have
highly trained people inspecting a colony, being able to
interpret visual signs of disease and estimate the age of
the queen.

Another technology that has been around for some years,
but has had a slow uptake, is that of remote weighing of
beehives. Many commercial beekeepers within Australia
transport their apiaries many hundreds, and occasionally
thousands, of kilometres from their home base. This
makes it a major event to check on the condition of the
hives. Do you take extra supers? Or do you need to move
one or more apiaries as they are not performing compared
to the rest of your apiaries?

You can invest in this technology now. There have been
a few companies come and go in this space, but they
tend to be a bit on the expensive side. An apiary of say
100 hives really should have at least 4 hives with load
cells attached. There is frequently a significant variation
across a load of bees, and measuring one or two hives

is unlikely to pick this up. Even four hives is a small
subset, but in many beekeeping operations this equates to
one pallet of beehives.

Multiply this by however many apiaries or loads of
beehives you manage. Add load cells to any test hives
you may have scattered around your operational area.
The number of load cells and associated equipment
escalates. Add to this the fact that moving beehives
around the country on dirt roads, unloading and loading
etc. is hard on beekeeping equipment, plus the risk of
theft, vandalism, flood and fire.

Do you really want to risk placing high tech equipment
on your beehives if there is a real risk it will get damaged
or disappear? I had a mob of emus show a great deal of
interest around a load of bees last year, judging by the
tracks around the hives. Just imagine what they would do
with anything shiny attached to a hive.

I was introduced recently to a company looking at putting
monitors in each hive to measure temperature, humidity
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and a few other things I’ve forgotten. They hadn’t
included weigh cells yet, but the concept is an interesting
one, even though they were unable or unwilling to tell me
how much this technology might cost.

One thing about technology, it is becoming cheaper and
more affordable by the day.

Pests and diseases

As far as diseases go, Australia has most of them. There
is some debate about viruses and they may, or may not,
be significant but AFB, EFB, chalkbrood and nosema
are serious distractions. These current diseases of brood
and adult bees are a major focus affecting the bottom
line of the productivity and profitability of beekeeping in
Australia.

Varroa mites will eventually find their way to Australia.
I worked in Canada in the early 80s before the arrival of
mites there. I’ve been back since and, low and behold,
they still have a thriving beekeeping industry, even with
mites. New Zealand’s North Island was invaded with
varroa mites in 2000 and in 2006 the South Island, and
there are now more beehives in NZ than there were then.

The point is that beekeeping continues with mites.
Without human intervention they ‘mostly’ die, or at least
become very unproductive. With good intervention
management practices, colonies of honey bees continue
to thrive and produce. Mites add an extra layer to
beekeeping management. Something we don’t have to
contend with in Australia yet, but some day sooner or
later we will.

Mites may actually have a ‘silver lining’. It is now
recognised that much of the horticultural and cropping
scene in Australia benefits from wild honey bee
populations. Varroa, in most parts, removes this group
from the equation, left with native bees and managed
bees. I wonder which group are the most economical to
pollinate a crop with? Varroa will see an escalation in the
demand for paid pollination services, make no mistake.

The other pest or should I say, group of pests, are the
hornets. Within certain regions throughout Asia, various
species of hornets play havoc with colonies of honey
bees. Mostly they are not as universally adaptable as,
say, varroa mites, but within these countries they do
cause a lot of grief at a local regional level.

Some of these pests have established outside of their
home range, with particular examples in Europe. Little
seems to be known about their potential risk and threat
to Australian beekeeping, but given our geographic
proximity to many of these predatory insects, we should
probably be giving them a lot more attention.

A bit of a worry for Australia’s ecology is the
introduction of various exotic ant species. Names such
as yellow crazy ants and red fire ants sort of tell the story
through their names. All bad news, with possibly serious
consequences for beekeepers if they become established
and wide-spread within Australia.
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Peak Industry Body

The image of the overall Australian beekeeping

industry from the outside is possibly one that many
within the beekeeping industry do not fully appreciate
and understand. While the state beekeeping annual
conferences are reasonably well constructed and attended,
we have no annual Australian beekeeping convention to
focus the developments and achievements of Australian
researchers and feature the industry on the national and
international stage.

Many primary industries now have annual conventions,
including the vegetable industry. In 2018 Australia held
its 2™ Australian Beekeeping Congress on the Gold
Coast. The first one was in 1988, also on the Gold Coast.
I attended both events and, by whatever measure you use,
they were both highly successful and created a single
national focus for the beekeeping industry, scientists and
the wider beekeeping industry, an opportunity for ‘all’ to
benefit.

The evolution and success of each state beekeeping
organisation to produce a regular newsletter/magazine has
been quite impressive during the last 20 to 30 years. The
Honey Bee News (NSW Apiarists’ Assn) in its current
format is now 11 years old. There are previous formats
for the written communications to members, but the style,
format and even name will continue to evolve and change
over time.

I have from time to time, received copies of other state
journals and have been struck with the repetitiveness of
many articles through the journals. Editors regularly
struggle for content, particularly Australian content. |
cannot help but feel that it is also time for a national
professional beekeeping journal which combines the
efforts of all the existing state-based journals. The
individual contributions from the relevant state presidents
can easily be accommodated into such a journal. What
has struck me over the years is the common issues the
various states often experience, but with the players in
these states having little knowledge of what is happening
in other state organisations. A national journal will assist
the evolution of the Australian beekeeping industry.

Under these circumstances, trade companies can

really put some effort (read expense) into promoting
their products and/or services. As the cropping and
horticultural industries grow and their reliance on
professional paid pollination services expands, then so
will their desire to engage with the beekeeping industry.
The almond industry at present needs to attend the SA,
VIC, NSW and QLD state conferences to engage!

The size of the NSW state conference attendances is
around 200 people, less for some other states. Ata
national convention, expect close to 1,000 attendees. Do
you think people will come? Of course they will, if the
speakers and trade show are well publicised and relevant.

Time for an annual Australian Beekeeping Congress
to rotate around Australia. This will also stop this



competition between states for such events, which has
historically been the case. The professional image of
the Australian beekeeping industry will be significantly
enhanced by such an event.

Being involved in the research and development field for
30 years, there is a real disconnect between researchers.
The creation of one national event allows those involved
in, and entering into, the bee science field to meet and
engage with fellow researchers from all parts of the
country

Honey

The word ‘honey’ use to conjure up images of a sweet
substance that bees create. This is still the case, but the
word now means so much more.

I recently had the privilege of sitting in a seminar where
the speaker was describing broadly what each generation
of consumer is looking for in their purchase of products.
When it comes to food (read honey), the younger
generation want to know the story behind the food they
consume. You can quickly visualise information on each
jar of honey that describes the location the honey was
produced, the individual producers profiles and specific
floral sources, plus any medical honey info. This could
be provided relatively easily with a scannable bar code.

The beekeeping industry will have to fight hard to keep
the confidence of the consumer as to what they are
buying is authentic and not fake or adulterated. As honey

increases in price and becomes more of a luxury item,
the more others will try to produce cheaper substitutes to
unfairly profit from these higher prices.

The bioactive honey theme has seen the rise and rise

of manuka (Leptospermum scorparium) honey in New
Zealand and Australia, plus the whole genus of plants in
the Leptospermums has attracted a lot of attention within
Australia. This group of plants, comprising over 80
species, is Australian in origin. The researchers working
in this field have identified several other Leptospermum
species that produce ‘active’ honey. Historically, this
group of plants would not have received much interest
from beekeepers due to low yields, dark, strong flavour
and often the forming of a jelly consistency which was
hard to extract. How times change!

The new area of bioactivity in the honey scene is
revolving around the hydrogen peroxide levels of honey.
A few honeys that have been tested have been found to
exhibit high levels of this compound, which makes them
particularly anti-microbial and useful from a medical
perspective. Jarrah in Western Australia currently
achieves a premium on the honey market due to its

high levels of hydrogen peroxide. Spotted gum honey
has been identified as also having high levels of this
compound. In fact, initial research into Australian honey
in general, suggests that many of the honeys sourced
from Australian eucalypts may have worthwhile levels of
hydrogen peroxide.

AUSSIE HIVES™

The better hive for higher production

The new Aussie Hive by Hasson’s Hives
Australia is robust yet light with excellent
thermal insulation for healthier, stronger,
more productive bees. It needs virtually
no maintenance and will outlast any

other hive on the market.

_ Food-grade polymer
reduces hive disease and
eliminates paint contamination

‘, Polymer is water resistant for
drier hives

A Industry standard 10 frame

Prove it for yourself! Place your order now to ensure

delivery of your Aussie Hives by Spring.

And look forward to increased honey production!

construction

lm . Strong, lightweight, no-maintenance

_ Insulated to control internal hive
 temperature, support brood
development and reduce
~ stress on bees

_ Increases honey
~ production

PATENT PENDING

T/F 03 5664 8382 E shayo@sympac.com.au W www.aussiehive.com.au
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This elevates honey well beyond a sweetener to put

on your toast or into your cup of tea. Another topic
currently being discussed is the antifungal properties of
some honey sources. This is an area of research yet to be
fully explored.

Honey bee nutrition

An area of beekeeping science I am particularly
interested in, but an area of research that has received
spasmodic investment for decades. The bee world has
an idea about protein and amino acid requirements of
bees, but next to nothing about mineral and vitamin
requirements of bees. The fatty acid/lipid nutritional
demands of young larvae have been only partially
investigated.

So what does this tell you about the proliferation of
‘complete’ pollen substitutes or supplements on the
market? Hmm, think about it!

There is a lot of discussion on the number of hives that
will be required for almond pollination. Where are the
apiary sites or the floral resources to support them when
they are not pollinating?

If we consider other livestock enterprises, then
supplementary feeding or lot-feeding has become the
economic imperative for agriculture. Economics will
largely drive this whole area of beekeeping management
and communicate the need for further research going
forward. Supplementary feeding of bees to ‘keep them

BEE ENGINEERING

MANUFACTURERS OF

BIEJEIQIUII TP

BEEKEEPING MACHINES

WE SPECIALISE IN THE MANUFACTURE
OF

STAINLESS STEEL
UNCAPPERS AND DEBOXERS
6 MODELS OF UNCAPPERS
TO SUIT EVERY APPLICATION
DEBOXERS
TO SUIT ALL BOX AND FRAME SIZES

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com
PO Box 126 Parkwood
Western Australia 6147
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alive’, ‘maintain colony strength’ or ‘build populations’
for a targeted purpose, i.e. pollination contract or high
value honey crop, will be a matter of fact for most
beekeepers in the future.

In my experience, beekeepers often make poor choices
when it comes to management around bee nutrition.
Some of those poor decisions include:
- not feeding supplement early enough, before the bee
population starts to decline or demonstrate nutritional
stress

the amount of supplement provided to honey bee
colonies is not volumetrically enough

the frequency of feeding is not regular enough to
maintain the stimulus to the colony

old mixtures and supplements stored for 12 months
or more at best lose some of their nutrient value, at
worst become toxic to bees when fed

feeding protein supplements when bees really need
carbohydrate supplement (i.e. sugar)

believing that one feed will suddenly make a big dif-
ference to a colony of bees and arrest the population

decline within the beehive.

Some beekeepers really have their act together and
provide supplements very effectively. Those in this
category usually comment on the cost of this exercise.

AUSTRALIAN EXPORTERS
ABN 96 078 192 300
Queen Bees
Prices include GST:
| B $32.50 each
11-49 $30.00 each
50-100....ieeennn, $28.00 each

OVER 100 (in total) .... $27.50 each
200 and over - Discounts apply

Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799




Thus, it all comes down to the economics. Does the
expense of providing supplements produce an economic
benefit to the beekeeper?

Well, this is a very individual situation and may vary
from one year to the next, based on what flowering plants
bees have access to and how good the nectar and pollen
rewards are to the requirements of the colony of honey
bees.

What we can expect to see is a greater reliance on
supplementary feeding to produce a targeted outcome.
Also, the animal welfare issue is likely to pop its head

up eventually. This is likely to pay particular attention

to ensuring that the nutritional welfare of bees are well
catered for by reducing the possibility of colonies of bees
starving, by providing artificial supplements when and if
required.

Business structure

An interesting subject, as one business model does not fit
all circumstances or peoples’ approach to keeping bees
for profit. The traditional model in the last 50 to 60 years
is based on bulk honey production.

Bulk honey producers usually manage hundreds of
beehives, have large trucks, travel significant distances,
and have large efficient and modern extraction plant
facilities. These businesses, in most cases, sell their bulk
honey to a honey packer.

There has always been the producer/packer who usually
manages less hives, but pack and markets their own
honey directly through retail outlets, such as green
grocers, independent supermarkets, tourist shops, etc.
Some of this group also choose to sell at local farmers
markets. Although my observation of farmers markets in
recent years is that this is often a crowded environment
to sell honey, with several stalls pedalling the same thing.

The struggle is then to make your honey different to
everyone else’s. Most criticise the “opposition’s” honey,
rather than elevate their own product. Oh well, not such
a strange human behaviour, but not helpful in elevating

honey in the minds of consumers generally.

A new business structure is that based on urban areas
where the beekeeper develops a business relationship
with many people with suitable backyards (including
roof-tops) to locate one or more beehives. The property
owner may own the beehive and pay a management fee
to the beekeeper, or the beekeeper provides some honey
to the property owner and keeps the rest. I suppose
your imagination is the limitation to the number of
combinations of business relationships that may occur in
this space.

All three business models can, and do, value add to

their business other products and services. The larger
beekeepers are likely to provide hives for professional
paid pollination services and be willing to transport them
significant distances. The smaller beekeeper possibly
providing pollination services on a smaller scale,
particularly into green houses, is more likely.

Producing honey also means producing beeswax. The
smaller producers may wish to value add this wax rather
than selling it in bulk. Candles, creams, food wraps are
just some of the products to consider.

Propolis and pollen are two potential products for

some beekeepers to consider. Likewise, the specialist
productions of queen bees, package bees or nucleus
colonies are all profitable exercises for some beekeeping
businesses.

So what will the future look like? Well, it will depend
on the circumstances of the individual and their skill
set. Managing bees is often referred to as an art form

Honeyland 2020

Are you able to help us out this year?
We are looking for five floral types of 1000kg each

We are also looking for smaller quantities of 20kg or
more
Cut-off date: 31 December 2019

Thank you from the Honeyland team!
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as much as a science. Marketing also requires a certain
flair and set of skills. Depending on where you see the
opportunities, is where the future is.

Footnote:

This will be my last story for ‘Doug’s Column’ for Honey
Bee News. I have generated stories for every issue of

the current format (past 11 years) and was a regular
contributor to the previous newsletters produced by the
NSW Apiarists’ Association.

At times it has been difficult to come up with an article,
other times it just flows. The kind lady who converts my
scribble into legible text refers to these articles as my
‘soap box stories’.

The views expressed in these articles are mine and mine
only. They are not refereed or approved by others and as
such, may ‘occasionally’ have mistakes or stretches of the
imagination.

Writing for magazines is a lonely journey, for you rarely
receive feedback, good or bad, so you never know how
you are travelling.

Anyway, | hope you, the reader, have gotten something
out of them. Each article is a major commitment of my
time to produce. I hope some of them were of value to
you!

As for the future, my time in NSW DPI, after 32 years,
is coming to a close. It is time to do other things in life.
I have been extremely fortunate to have a very patient
wife, maybe she has a list of things she wants me to do?!

(4s always many thanks to Vicki Saville for typing my
hand written scribbled notes for nearly 33 years and
Annette Somerville the eternal teacher whom hasn 't given
up on my education by correcting the grammar and proof
reading numerous documents and alas my final Doug's
Column)

On the 13 November, some 35-40 “Bee” interested
people attended a screening of “The Pollinators™ in
Tamworth.

A great snapshot of the Pollination industry in the US.

Industrial farming methods, monocultures, widespread
use of chemicals some residual for more than 12
months plus varroa all adding up to more than bees can
cope with, was an underlining theme.

Some interesting changes in practices commented on by
long time beekeepers, in the past one man could look
after 1,500 hives now its common practice now to have
100 queens on hand when inspecting hives and we need
to check hives every two weeks for failing or no queens,
otherwise deadouts. No queens older than 12 months.

«Previously queens lived least 3 some 4 years and
superseded themselves.” commented one beekeeper.

Some 40 - 50% of hives die out and are replaced the
following season. Lot of extra work and a reduction in
honey production.

General belief that the pollination industry is at its limits
with the industry struggling to maintain 2 million hives
currently in use.

Some light on the horizon with a movement to change
farming practices..

and Yes they bog their loaders as well!!!

Norm Mabher
Secretary
Tamworth Branch
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FRAME CLEANERS

Framelcleanerg&tiHotlWashipackages,
onfspeciallnow!} g

(available until end November 2019)

-
et B

et

Keep putting of the messy and thankless task of cleaning hive frames?

Welcome to the new innovative Powershot Turbo Frame Cleaner, giving you a comparative, mess free
and quick solution for cleaning frames. No need to pre-soak or steam frames prior to cleaning These
units are also adjustable to take the 3 sizes of plastic frames making it suitable for all users.

Obtain exceptional results for very little effort with these frame cleaners. Testing has proven 95% or better
cleaning result even on the most difficult frames.

Before... Afiter...

HIGH-PRESSURE WASHERS
- HOT WATER

Description Min. Pressure Req. Min. Volume Req.  Max. Temp.
PS1000FC | Single Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi
L PS2000FC | Double Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 19L/pm 600

Buy now for the season - Call Andrew on 0400 259 646 Email: sales@powerblast.com.au www_powershot.co.nz

APIMAYE HIVES

Next Generation | Everything in

Bee Hive One Package

m Apimondia m Queen Excluder
Gold Medallist m Pollen Trap

m Bee Friendly m Multifunctional
HDPE Plastic Hive Entrance

®m Thermal Insulation m Top Feeder
& Active Ventilation ®m [ ock and Latch Handles

m High Productivity & > | 5% m Division & Uniting Board
Long Economic Life = r ¢ = Removable Bottom Tray

Distributed Australia wide by:

: it . ——
T: 08 9337 8909 E: bees@beewise.com.au ‘:‘ — w I S —
www.beewise.com.au -— N [
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AUSSIE OWNED & MADE
FOR AUSSIE HONEY

better
beekeeping.

las

Apiarist Supplies

Having trouble

with Small Hive
Beetle hiding in your
plastic frames?

Nuplas Apiarist Supplies

has the solution with our
new BBM Frames, using

our specialised Better Beetle
Management Technology.
With over 400 extra cells
moulded into the perimeter
wall of the frame, your bees
can store honey and keep
the pesky beetle out of those
tricky hiding places.

Our constant drive to be
innovative in everything
we do, is just another way
we listen to our customers
and help you to maximize

your honey production.

nuplasapiaristsupplies.com.au




BBM TECHNOLOGY IS A NEW
INNOVATIVE INITIATIVE BY NUPLAS
APIARIST SUPPLIES PROVIDING
GREATER HIVE PROTECTION FROM
SMALL HIVE BEETLE.

UNIQUE
SAW TOOTH
DESIGN

Provides extra
stability and prevents
frame. from slipping
during extraction

W 'OUTER FRAME CELLS

Allows bees to access cells and chase
out the beetle leaving them nowhere to
hide, as well-as store honey

PROUD SUPPLIERS OF AUSTRALIA’S MOST EXTENSIVE
RANGE OF FRAMES AND FOUNDATION:

» Full Depth Plastic Frame and Foundation » Assembled Timber Frames with
» Full Depth Drone Comb Plastic Frame Plastic Foundation

» WSP Depth Plastic Frame and Foundation * Assembled Wired Timber Frame
» Ideal Depth Plastic Frame and Foundation ~ * Assembled Timber Frame with
» Ideal Cut Comb Plastic Frame Diel o pacetaq
» Full Depth, WSP and Ideal Timber Frames
» Full Depth, WSP and Ideal Plastic Foundation

» Assembled Wired Frame

NEW BBM FRAMES AS LOW AS $1.80 (EX. GST)

bLr

BETTER BEETLE
MANAGEMENT




S eCiaI I‘iceS Ifooere?(léggi:; needs
e o

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger
Joints, screwed, wax dipped and k;/'f',-
painted: '
Minimum order quantity = 150

Assembled and $2.20
wired frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Ventilated $105.00
Suits:

Beekeepers Woodware

Assembled Double Groove Frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Box Standard Grade

$1.65 \ Finger Joint 8/10-Frames:
- Minimum order quantity = 150

Box Standard

Grade Rebated

8/10-Frames:
Plastic Frame Full Depth: Minimum order quantity
Minimum order quantity = 1000 =150

Beekeepers Woodware

$2.60 $17.00

ACORN Drone Comb Frames:

BEEKEEPING EGUIPMENT BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT

Minimum order quantity = 1000
Plastic Foundation
Made in USA:
Minimum
order quantity = 2000

$2.85

%1.43

We can customise
your boxes. Your brand, your
colour, your dimensions!!!

2

Coloured Box .
Waxed Dipped and 34.50
Painted 8/10-Frames:

Minimum order O =
quantity =150

Call or visit us today.
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THE FROST REPORT

Elizabeth Frost
Technical Specialist, Honey Bees

Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Drought and bushfire assistance for beekeepers
For NSW beekeepers impacted by drought and recent
bushfires, NSW DPI Acting, Director Engagement,
Engagement & Industry Assistance Pip Job, based

at Dubbo, has created the 16-page information sheet
“Primary Producers Assistance Guide for Beekeepers.”

This guide outlines existing assistance you may already
be accessing, such as fee site waivers for apiary sites on
public lands, primary producer vehicle registration and
subsidies for transport of water and fodder, as well as
additional details and contacts for:

NSW DPI Rural Resilience Program officers

Local Land Services

Ag and Animal Services Hotline

Disaster Welfare Assistance Line

Rural Assistance Authority

Rural Financial Counsellors

Emergency assistance insurance claims
Disaster Relief Grants and recovery payments
Farm Household Support

Centrelink — Farm household case officers
Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate scheme
Charities, social and mental support organisations

Additionally, NSW DPI DroughtHub is your one-stop
destination for drought-related assistance, subsidies,
maps, news and seasonal updates. Visit the DroughtHub
here:

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/climate-and-emergencies/
droughthub

IMPORTANT:

Ag and Animal Services Hotline - 1800 814 647
Call this NSW DPI hotline to report damage and stock
losses and to request assistance. Available help includes;

. Emergency fodder

. Emergency stock water

. Veterinary assistance

. Stock destruction and burial

. Livestock feeding and management advice

31

NSW DPI Rural Resilience Program

The NSW DPI Rural Resilience Program has staff across
NSW and can provide support by way of referrals,
liaising with other services and delivering initiatives
tailored to the particular need of the community and
primary producers. Rural Resilience Officers and
Support Workers work closely with other partners such
as the NSW Rural Assistance Authority, Rural Financial
Counsellors, the Rural Adversity Mental Health Program
(RAMHP) and the Local Lands Services to do this.

Web: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/rural-support/rural-
resilience-program

Contact your local officer for assistance:

Northern Rivers

Jen Haberecht

Coffs harbour

M: 0400 160 287

E: jen.haberecht.@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Northern Rivers

Kathy Goulding

Wollongbar

M: 0407 175 043

E: kathy.goulding@dpi.nsw.gov.au

North West NSW Animal Welfare support
Ray Weinert

Tamworth

M: 0447 634 507

E: ray.weinert@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Riverina

Danny Byrnes

Hay

M: 0400 374 258

E: danny.byrnes@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Southern

Ted O’Kane

Goulburn

M: 0427 781 514

E: ted.okane@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Hunter & New England

Karen Sowter

Scone

M: 0400 869 136

E: karen.sowter.@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Lower Hunter & Mid Coast
Peter Brown
Taree
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M: 0437 671 459 Central North
E: peter.brown@dpi.nsw.gov.au Amanda Glasson

. Coonamble
North West Plains M: 0438 082 731

Grace Murray ] .
Bourke E: amanda.glasson@dpi.nsw.gov.au
M: 0439 531 107 Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCS)
E: grace.murray@dpi.nsw.gov.au The RFCS provides free and impartial rural financial
counselling to eligible primary producers, fishers and
Far West . . .
small rural businesses. Rural Financial Counsellors can:
Ellen Day Sy . . X
. - help identify your financial and business options
Broken Hill
M: 0427 639 761 - help negotiate with your lenders
E: ellen.day@dpi.nsw.gov.au .
help you develop an action plan
Central West
James Cleaver help support you to access the Farm Household Al-
Dubbo lowance (FHA)
M: 0408 687 165 - give you information about government and other as-
E: james.cleaver@dpi.nsw.gov.au sistance schemes

Central West/ Riverina

Lisa McFayden

Condobolin

M: 0448 366 395

E: lisa.mcfadyen@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Rural financial counsellors do not provide family,
emotional or social counselling or financial advice, but
they can provide referrals and information.

RFCS Northern Region Contacts

Mobile Counsellor

Central WfBSt Veronica Mortell
Sue Freebairn ion: i

Location: Mobile
Coonabarabran

M: 0447 343 663

M: 0429212 368 E: veronica@rfcsnr.org.au

E: sue.freebairn@dpi.nsw.gov.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE LINE PTY LTID

ABN 88610746257 ACN:610746257

Italian and Carniolan Queens

1 -10 -—-mmmmmmmmmm e $32.00 each plus postage
11 -49 ——-emmmmmeee - $30.00 each
50 - 100 -=-----=-mmmmmmm- $28.00 each

Over 100 (in total) --- $27.00 each

“VisA 200 and over ---------- Discounts apply Mast@
S Prices GST Inclusive.

Postage & Handling applies for orders under 11
Terms: Payment prior to dispatch
Terms & Conditions apply. EFTPOS facility available

For Orders or Enquiries contact Charlie & Brenda Casido / Mely
Address:21 Leewood Drive, Orange NSW 2800 or PO Box 80, Orange NSW 2800
Office Hours: 9.00am - 5.00pm Mon - Fri Ph: (02) 6369 0565 Fax: (02) 6369 0575

Email: info@australianqueenbeeline.com.au Web: www.australianqueenbeeline.com.au
Before & After Office Hours: Mobile 0434 353 301
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Armidale

Deborah Maddox

T: 02 6778 4784

M: 0408 936 268

Fax: 02 6778 4101

E: armidale@rfcsnr.org.au

Casino

Steve Sibley

T: 02 6662 6191
M: 0429 626 191
Fax: 02 6662 3107

E: steve.sibley@rfcsnsw-northernregion.org

Ross Turvey
M: 0458 222 216
Fax: 02 6662 3107

E: ross@rfcsnsw-northernregion.org

Glen Innes

Stuart Brummell
T: 02 6732 3325
M: 0448 035 152
Fax: 02 6732 6723

E: stuart.brummell@rfcsnsw-northernregion.org

Gunnedah

Andrew Formann

Phone: 02 6742 0578

M: 0447 393 624

E: gunnedah@rfcsnr.org.au

Inverell

Geoff Mill

T: 02 6721 0030
M: 0429 787 609
Fax: 02 6721 0960

E: geoff. mill@rfcsnsw-northernregion.org

Macksville

Terry Pearce

T: 02 6568 3888
M: 0429 626 503
Fax: 02 6568 3866

E: macksville@rfcsnsw-northernregion.org

Moree

Leah Bailey

T: 02 6752 3561
Fax: 02 6752 3249
M: 0439 807 712

E: leah.bailey@rfcsnsw-northernregion.org

Scone

Angela Hayes

T: 02 6545 3544
M: 0447 800 040
Fax: 02 6545 3550

E: angela.hayes@rfcsnr.org.au

Tamworth
Julie Roy
T: 02 6761 3336

M: 0427 924 798
E: tamworth@rfcsnr.org.au

Taree

Michael Ramstadius
T: 02 6551 5879

M: 0448 035 143

Fax: 02 6551 2288

E: taree@rfcsnr.org.au

Tocal

Shannon McCormack
T: 02 4393 8942

M: 0439 956 165

E: hunter@rfcsnr.org.au

Web www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/drought/
assistance/rural-financial-counselling-service

The Rural Adversity Mental Health Program
(RAMHP)

RAMHP provides a range of information services to in-
dividuals, communities and service providers to link ru-
ral and remote people to the help they need. This includes
information on where to access services, common mental

illnesses and how to keep mentally healthy, as well as the
Glove Box Guide to Mental Health.

To find the location of your nearest RAMHP Officer call

02 6363 8444 or contact:

Bega
Jennie Keioskie
M: 0447 278 957

Cootamundra
Faith Rogers
M: 0427 273 895

Forster
Kylie Atkinson
M: 0437 268 325

Ivanhoe
Marie Kelly
M: 0429 674 307

Lithgow
Sonia Cox
M: 0448 125 676

Mudgee
Cas Mastrone
M: 0436 932919

Orange
Phil Worrad
M: 0436 921 076

Tamworth
Sarah Green
M: 0428 109 990

Yass
Judy Carmody
M: 0417 131 301

Canowindra

D1 Gill

M: 0427 460 430
Dubbo

Camilla Kenny
M: 0419 299 493

Grafton
Samantha Osborne
M: 0402 892 642

Lismore
Steve Carrigg
M: 0477 368 183

Moree
Letitia Cross
M: 0477 343 628

Nowra
Alison Tye
M: 0436 826 672

Port Macquarie
Orry Berry

M: 0409 834 501
Wagga Wagga

Aimee Makeham
M: 0428 249 719
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Kids Helpline T: 1800 551 800 telephone counsel-
ling service 24 hours, seven days a week
Community Mental Health Line Tel. 1800 011 511
MensLine Australia Tel. 1300 789, 24 hours a day, 7
day telephone counselling for men

Beyondblue depression information line. Tel. 1300
224 636

Lifeline Tel. 13 11 14, 24 hours a day, 7 day crisis
support and suicide prevention services

Australian Red Cross The Red Cross provides per-
sonal support during a disaster and an outreach ser-
vice to affected households. Contact 1800 660 066 or
(02) 49413200 in the Hunter area.

Black Dog Institute T: 02 9382 4530.

Agistment

Approx. 450 acres of virgin
bush

40km east of Goulburn
Very reasonable rates

Contact Bruce Porter
for more information
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Executive Meeting 18th November 2019
Outcomes

Resource Matters

- NSWAA will be pushing for a small holding fee
on all bee sites that have been burnt out in State
Forests or National Parks.

- NSWAA will be trying to get access to National
Parks that have not been burnt out for beekeepers
who have lost a lot of sites due to bushfires.

- Native Title - still ongoing. Will be agenda item at
AGM.

Website

Our new website designer gave us an update - we
are all positive that by Feb 2020 the new website
will be running and have a lot more functionality
than the old website when registering for conference
etc.

Constitution

Will take to AGM for amendment to state that
‘NSWAA is a not for profit organisation’. This may
open up more grants for our organisation.

Biosecurity

There have been issues with how DPI staff issue
directives. NSWAA has agreed to explore the
writing of a BIOSECURITY Document - this will help
DPI as well as inform beekeepers on what to expect
from DPI staff.

Conference/AGM

We have three confirmed overseas speakers.
Conference Registration will be half price (of the
2019 registration) for people who register early.
Register in the last two weeks before conference
and pay full price. There will be a dinner speaker -
Luke Kennedy.

Conference Honey Show
This is going ahead thanks to Suellen. There will be
crafts and cooking judging as well as honey.

World Bee Day is 20th May 2020

NSWAA is planning a publicity campaign around this
- to include the public accessing honey show and
bee trade show Wednesday.

Professional Development

Wed 20th May 2020 1-3pm will be Business
Training conducted by DPI. Will cover the pro and
cons of business structures (sole trader, limited
company, family trust, etc.) - to include tax, business
succession etc.

Bushfires

NSWAA will send out an email to branches to get
figures on hives destroyed, hives damaged and
number of bee sites burnt out. NSWAA will collate
and use when we are talking to government.

S. Targett



20— 22 May 2020

West Tamworth L eague Club
38 DPhillip Street  TAMWOLTH NSW

Entry into the FCee Irade sShow entry included with
NSMWAA Conference PLegistration

Wine &£ Cheese Night 21st May 2020

Opportunity to secure your booth in a
priority location

Trade Show Open to the Dublic
Wednesday 20th May 2020

Non Delegate Entry Fee :- Gold Coin Donation

Contact Therese Fershaw Email tradeshow@nswaa.com.au

WWW.1swaa.conm.au

Opening Hours 10am till 5pm
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Boutelje Products Ltd

HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT
SINCE 1999

Small Systems
40-100 boxes per day

Large Systems
. 200-600 boxes per day

FiIIing Lines
. & Machines
For speed & accuracy

Peter Boutelje: +64 9 820 2244 e www.bouteljeproducts.co.nz
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INDUSTRIAL CLEANING & HEATING EQUIPMENT ¥

HEAT YOUR HONEY PLANT
FOR LESS THAN $30.00 A DAYNI*

SELF l}l]NTAINEII HOT WATERREIIYI}HNE SYSTEM

Thermostatically Controlled
« Running at 98° +/-2°C
« Wash down hose & gun included in package
« Diesel Fired, Economical to run, 2 Litres per hour
« Simple & Reliable! 20 plus years of field
service and counting!
« Under 3 amps power consumption**

Contact your nearest Branch 1800 774 892

We have branches in
Smithfield NSW, Rocklea QLD, Scorsby VIC and Wingfield SA
plus local distributors.
Or go to www.spitwater.com.au

*Based on a 10 hour working day ** In our field tests
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BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER

REPORT

Controlling disease and managing weak hives.

Hopefully by now everybody has seen the Australian
Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice (the
Code) and had a chance to read through it. If you’ve
somehow managed to miss it you can easily find a
copy online and you should make it a priority read
for your management practices (particularly in NSW
where the Code will become mandatory from 1 July
2020). In reading, you will note that its content is all
quite reasonable and it should be relatively easy for
most commercial operators to achieve and surpass the
requirements it sets out.

The overall purpose of the Code is to raise the minimum
standards for beehive management, reduce the amount

of disease, especially American foulbrood (AFB), and to
strengthen our surveillance of exotic bee pests (especially
mites such as Varroa and Tropilaelaps).

e

You won t see this if you aren t looking...you need to learn to look
regularly or it will be too late to contain any incursion.

An underlying benefit of the Code is that the management
practices outlined not only help us to prevent disease, but
also put beekeepers on the front foot should it eventuate
that an exotic pest (e.g. Varroa) becomes established in
Australia. By adopting the Code, the whole industry will
be better placed to deal with Varroa should it arrive.

It’s high time we as beekeepers evolve and adopt these
new practices. We know the risks and need to take
responsibility for preventing them. This is covered in one
of the fundamental points in the Code:

Part B, point 4 - Beekeepers must control or eradicate
pests and diseases and must manage weak hives.

Sounds simple enough, and you may think that you’re
already doing this. But let’s have a look at this point
in more detail. Not only does the Code outline the
requirement to manage pests, diseases and weak hives,
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Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer

NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW

Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320

Ph: 02 4939 8946 Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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it also specifies the practices you should be undertaking
to ensure you are doing it correctly. If you are in fact
meeting this requirement, your management practices
will include
minimising the likelihood that a pest or disease de-
tected in their hive will either weaken the hive or be
transferred to another hive

managing weak hives so as not to be attractive to rob-
ber bees

immediately remove or manage any dead hive or hive
with insufficient bees to prevent robbing

manage AFB detections immediately by destroying
infected hives, including all bees, and rendering and
maintaining the hive and appliances bee-proof until
they are cleaned, sterilised or destroyed as appropriate
(see the Code for more detail)

Preventing this occurrence is critical to reducing new AFB outbreaks.

These requirements set out some very important
pathways, which if followed at all times greatly reduce
the opportunity of your operation suffering significant
financial losses due to ongoing disease, plus very



importantly reduces the chance that YOU will spread
disease to other beekeepers. Our industry would be in

a far better position if all beekeepers aimed to manage
disease (looking for it regularly and destroying any
hives with AFB), prevent its spread (by stopping the use
of antibiotics and only making up new colonies from
healthy ones, plus preventing robbing) and eliminate

it (adopting barrier systems to weed it out and stop its
horizontal spread through your own operation).

A lot of AFB is blamed on the dead-outs of other
beekeepers, and whilst this can sometimes be the

case it is often not. Most of the AFB that beekeepers
encounter has already belonged to them for quite some
time (established within their own apiaries), and is often
propagated and nurtured due to the beekeeping practices
that they use. You may have at one stage picked up AFB
from a dead-out, or from live hives or used equipment
brought into your system, but once it is there you need
to follow good biosecurity or you will start to spread it
yourself. You will breed up AFB.

Swapping around gear from one hive to another will
always be a possible transfer point for AFB, so any
operation that does a lot of this “gear swapping” will
always experience recurring AFB problems, especially

if they do not keep adequate records to trace back any
problems. The same can be said for operators that don’t
regularly replace enough brood combs and don’t irradiate
any risky or suspect equipment before reuse.

It is far better to put your efforts into preventing and
controlling risks than to put this amount of work (and
then a whole lot more) into cleaning up a mess that was
often preventable in the first place.

If you’re still not convinced by the Code and prefer ‘the
old ways’ then let’s consider a scenario where Varroa
becomes established in Australia. It’s a likely enough
scenario, and if it happens then better beekeepers (who
have adopted the Code) will do very well. Their success
will be founded on established management practices to
control pests within their hives. If you are an efficient
and productive beekeeper then Varroa will be something
that you will be able to work into your regular hive
management program relatively easily.

Varroa spread can behave in similar ways to AFB. When
a hive suffers from the onslaught of high Varroa numbers
the mites start facing higher competition from other
Varroa within the hive. As they run out of bee brood to
reproduce in, they start leaving for greener pastures!
After jumping onto different bees out in the field or floral
resources being worked by your hives there can be quick
jumps in Varroa numbers, which will immediately impact
your hive health and productivity. It is therefore vital that
beekeepers start to increase their ability to manage the

strength and health of their hives now, or they will not get

far past a Varroa incursion should we see it here!
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A dead AFB hive with rodent nest...very high biosecurity risk and

nothing less than extremely shoddy beekeeping! If you do this then
Varroa will definitely get you!

As an industry we are only as strong as our weakest link,
and we currently have a lot of weak links in our industry.
Improving the minimum standards through the Code has
so many benefits for our industry that it is essential that
we strive towards this goal.

Having beekeepers properly inspect and manage the
brood box of their hives regularly has many benefits,
such as

stronger and healthier bee populations

less queenless, drone layer and swarming hives
more consistent hive strengths

higher honey production

able to produce more nucs or splits

able to better control AFB and other brood diseases

more profitable operation

Profitable beeckeepers find this problem quickly and reduce any losses
by requeening promptly...but you do need to actually lift the excluder
to find it!

Adopt the Code today for the benefit of your bees and
our whole industry. Make sure you’re not left behind as
the industry evolves and it only becomes increasingly
hard for you to keep beekeeping ‘the old way’. The
Department of Primary Industries is here to assist, but at
the end of the day everybody managing hives needs to
do their bit to ensure that the industry is as best protected
as we can make it. Adopting the Code is a big step in the
right direction.
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Bee Emergency Response Forum Narrandera

David and I would like to extend our thanks and
appreciation to Narrandera Shire Council for facilitating
and sponsoring the Bee Emergency Response Forum at
Narrandera on July 17, 2019.

The forum was the result of a conversation that David
and I had with Narrandera Shire Council General
Manager- Mr George Cowan and Economic Development
Manager- Mr Peter Dale a few weeks prior. Narrandera
Shire Council felt that it would be very beneficial to our
region and were happy to be the facilitator as well as
being the sponsor of the forum.

The presentation which we compiled was well received
by all Emergency services, NSW DPI, Heavy vehicle
recovery operator and beekeepers in attendance. They
all acknowledged that they had no idea about how to
respond should a bee truck incident / accident occur.

Two major discussion points that did arise were: the need
for a dedicated 24hour phone line to ring if a serious

bee truck incident / accident were to occur as well as a

10 — 12 step checklist to help first responders both deal
with the incident / accident and to help ensure their safety
whilst doing so.

It is very clear that the Bee Emergency Response Forum
was a very important conversation that needed to be had,
with all first responders in attendance not being aware of
the magnitude of the issues that could arise should a bee
truck incident / accident occur.

It is gratifying to acknowledge how a conversation in
May between the Narrandera Shire Council General
Manager and Economic Development Manager and
ourselves, led to such an important forum being held two
months later.

We extend our thanks and appreciation to Hive &
Wellness for the input which they provided for use in the
power point presentation at the Bee Emergency Response
Forum.

David & Wendy Mumford

,,,,,
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Beekeeping School Based Traineeship

On Wednesday 25" Sept 2019, in collaboration with
NSW Agrifood ITAB, NSW Dept of Education and NSW
Dept of Industry, we held a Beekeeping School Based
Traineeship Showcase Day at our premises at Narrandera.
We were approached by Melissa Wortman, NSW
Agrifood ITAB, some months ago about holding a
Beekeeping Showcase Day and thought that it would be a
great way to find future potential beekeepers.

It is a unique way to encourage students to think

and learn about a different aspect of agriculture that

most would have no contact with or knowledge about
otherwise.

There were more than 20 students from a variety of
schools across the Riverina in attendance as well
teachers, DPI staff, beekeepers and parents. Those
who are not a part of our industry were amazed by the
opportunities which are available to students if they
choose to peruse a beekeeping career.

The day comprised several sections — watching a short
video about beekeeping, learning what a traineeship
entailed and employers’ expectations, a basic rundown
of how honey is extracted, looking in a beehive and Q &
A.

We were also fortunate to have Bruce White OAM in
attendance. Bruce was happy to impart some of his
beekeeping knowledge as well as open hives so that
the students and the adults could look in a beehive.
The students and adults also had the opportunity to ask
questions as well as being able to chat informally with
beekeepers.

If beekeepers in other areas are approached to hold such a
day, we would encourage them to do so. It is a great way
to promote our industry as a career option not only to the
students in attendance but also for teachers to take back
to their schools for future years.

David & Wendy Mumford




Tamworth Branch
NSW Apiarists’
Association Inc.

,,,,,,

23 MAY 2020 9AM - 4PM
Following NSW State Conference 2020

TAMWORTH JOCKEY CLUB
BRITTEN ROAD,
= TAMWORTH NSW 2340

Gold Coin Entry
Under 18’s Free
Public Welcome ¥

Beekeeping Fleld Day

O O O

Guest Speakers Meals & Refreshments Expressions of Interest
10AM: Allan Thomas
Meals and Beekeeping Trade Exhibit
Whats Happening Here ? refreshments are
. Stands
available all day from the
A different look at inside the hive. Jockey Club

4 x 4 Equipment

Restaurant
11AM: Elizabeth Frost - TBC Truck & Ute Displays
Tocal Research Program Educational
Courses
CWA Bake Sale for Material Handling Stands
12PM: Rod Bourke -TBC homemade sweets and
cakes General Market Stalls

DPI Biosecurity Update

For Stall bookings please contact justin wall. 0437690292, Justin_ Wall@icloud.com
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PRESS RELEASE / 5 December 2019

Schiitz Australia: New factory in Yatala brings
Schiitg closer to customers in the east of the
country

Selters/Yatala (hds).- The new Schiitz Australia factory
was officially opened on the 15th of November with

a festive programme that also featured traditional
elements of Aboriginal culture. “G’day Down Under!”
—around 100 guests, including numerous customers

and suppliers as well as representatives from the media,
came to the opening in Yatala south of Brisbane. As well
as ideal logistic connections, the new 19,000-square-
metre company site has state-of-the-art facilities for the
production of new IBCs, IBC and drum reconditioning as
well as high-performance storage and logistics facilities.
The new plant is an investment that will optimise
supplies to customers in the eastern part of the country.

During a factory tour, guests watched the modern
production lines operating live; all production facilities
comply with the highest environmental, safety and
quality management standards. IBC reconditioning
started here in January 2019; G2 110-litre drums used
for agrochemical products are also returned to Yatala and
reconditioned. The next operational phase commenced in
April, with the start of production of new containers on
the Ecobulk MX line.

As the company’s new manufacturing hub on the east
coast, the plant provides sustainable packaging and
services to customers in Queensland and New South
Wales. It also significantly boosts delivery reliability and
flexibility. In addition to the ultra-modern production
facilities, the company’s local administration and sales
offices are also located on the site.

Preserving tradition — shaping progress

The event began with an Aboriginal smoking ceremony.
In accordance with the ancient customs of Native
Australians, indigenous plants are smouldered to produce
smoke that is believed to have cleansing powers and
repel evil spirits. After this traditional ceremony, Alan
Barham, Managing Director Schiitz Australia, Roland
Strassburger, Schiitz CEO, and Andreas Wolf, Business
Unit Manager Asia/Pacific Schiitz, welcomed the guests,
who included Andrew Shields representing the Gold
Coast Central Chamber of Commerce. In his speech,
Barham first thanked customers and business partners
present for their many years of loyalty and excellent
partnership. He then summarised the 40-year history of
the Australian Schiitz subsidiary with its three locations
in Melbourne, Perth and Yatala. His speech concluded
by highlighting the logistical, economic and ecological
advantages of the new plant in Yatala.

In his speech, Wolf underscored Australia’s importance
as a global supplier of raw materials and semi-finished
products. With its extensive range of packaging for
liquid products, Schiitz Australia makes a significant
contribution to ensuring that a large proportion of
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SCHUT2
PACKAGING SYSTEM

these products can be shipped safely and quickly to
customers in Australia and around the world. He also
stressed the aspect of sustainability — a key part of the
company philosophy since the foundation of the Schiitz
Group, and also a universal objective in Australia to
ensure the protection of its unique flora and fauna. As
the biggest reconditioner of IBCs in the world, Schiitz’s
local activities not only include the collection of used
IBCs and drums, but also professional, resource-saving
reconditioning in a closed-loop system.

Optimum logistics and recycling for effective
sustainability

The new location is strategically located close to the
major industrial regions of Brisbane and the City of Gold
Coast. The border between Queensland and New South
Wales is about 50 kilometres away. This location offers
an ideal infrastructure with excellent access to national
road and rail transport. The port of Brisbane is only 40
minutes away for sea transport. The new production
plant will significantly optimise the supply chain to the
many customers in the region — both economically and
ecologically. Shorter transport routes for the delivery of
new IBCs and the collection of empty containers will
save time, lower costs and reduce CO2 emissions.

The Schiitz Ticket Service is also firmly established

in Australia. The empty Ecobulks are collected and
reconditioned under the most advanced conditions and
in compliance with globally uniform process standards.
All components that come into contact with the filling
product, such as inner bottles, fittings and screw caps,
are replaced with brand-new components. The result

is a Recobulk that corresponds fully in terms of safety
and quality to an Ecobulk with the same standard
specification and which, compared to a new IBC, saves
around 100 kilograms of CO2 during production.

Caption:

The new factory of Schiitz Australia in the south of
Brisbane.

Photo: Schiitz



FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INQUIRY

NSWAA made a written submission to the Federal Government Inquiry ‘$100 Billion of Agriculture by 2030°. Then
AHBIC (Ian Cane) and NSWAA (Stephen Targett) presented to the Inquiry in Sydney. The format for presentation was
we made a 5 minute presentation then the four ministers asked questions. Imports was not in our written submission.

KEY POINTS.

RESOURCE ACCESS POLICY.
. Policies to access the Public Land Estate is different in various States, Victoria compared to Queensland.
. Queensland and the loss of National Park bee sites.
. Research as to the overall impact from commercial managed honey bees is benign.
. If you don’t have increased access to National Parks we are not going to reach $100 billion? Certainly in

a State like Queensland.

POLLINATION DEPENDENT INDUSTRIES SUPPORT.

. Evidence from the Almond Industry on how important honey bees are.
. Previously we had a briefing with the CEO of the Almond Board about supporting AHBIC
wherever possible. (Great to hear the actual results.)
. No bees equals no almonds, this was well understood by the Committee.
VARROA.
. Varroa will change the whole market. At the moment there are a lot of people with crops who either

understock what the DPI recommend they should have in their orchard, because they’re relying on the
feral beehives around them to assist with the pollination, or don’t stock at all. When we get varroa those
people are not going to have a crop for one or two years, which is going to significantly hurt.

. It will be a lot harder to keep the bees healthy in that environment post-varroa than now, our Public Land
Estate will be critical in this process.
. We have received great support from Government Agencies, we now have increased our port hive

surveillance numbers and upgraded the technology, so we’ve got cameras and motion sensors in place.

IMPORTS.

. Honey can be imported for approx $2.50 per kilo, landed here in Australia. We’re receiving around
$5.00, $5.20 per kilo at the moment. If we didn’t have imported honey coming in at that price—we
don’t have a problem if it’s real, unadulterated honey coming in. It’s a global world, and we trade on the
global markets. Honey should be exactly the same. It’s the adulteration that’s the issue.

ADEQUATE FLORAL RESOURCES.

. The Industry is heavily dependent on the Public Land Estate for floral resources. (Food for bees)

. Excessive timber harvesting is changing the long-term structure of the forest, it changes the long-term
reproductive capacity of those forests. There is really long-term impact—I’m talking decades—when you
excessively harvest forests. The industry is not against timber harvesting per se, but the excessive nature
of it is probably the single biggest issue up and down the eastern seaboard.

. Victoria has completed a number of trials, focusing on both Industries co-existing.
CHEMICAL USAGE.
. Our Public Land Estate will and are a great safe haven from the pesticides and chemical exposure. It
provides the healthy environment for our bees plus a healthy food source.
. Cause of mass bee deaths in the USA.
. Varroa mite viruses and certain chemicals appear to be contributing to this issue.
AGRONOMIST TRAINING

Australia will not reach $100 billion by 2030 without pollination dependent crops. Impediments to this are:
Agronomists are not trained in;
- pollination;
- bees; and
- bees and chemicals - ‘safe passage of bees through the crop.’

Stephen Targett
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Largest Winter Honey
Bee Die-Off in the Books

7=

Posted by Christina Herrick July 03, 2019

Beekeepers across the U.S. lost 40.7% of their honey
bee colonies from April 2018 to April 2019, according
to preliminary results of the latest annual nationwide
survey conducted by the University of Maryland-

led nonprofit Bee Informed Partnership. Honey bees
pollinate $15 billion worth of food crops in the U.S.
each year.

The survey results show the annual loss of 40.7% this
last year represents a slight increase over the annual
average of 38.7%. However, winter losses of 37.7%,
were the highest winter loss reported since the survey
began 13 years ago and 8.9 percentage points higher
than the survey average.

“These results are very concerning, as high winter
losses hit an industry already suffering from a decade
of high winter losses,” says Dennis vanEngelsdorp,
Associate Professor of Entomology at the University
of Maryland and President for the Bee Informed
Partnership.

During the 2018 summer season, beekeepers lost
20.5% of their colonies, which is slightly above the
previous year’s summer loss rate of 17.1%, but about
equal to the average loss rate since the summer of
2011.

“Just looking at the overall picture and the 10-year
trends, it’s disconcerting that we’re still seeing
elevated losses after over a decade of survey and quite
intense work to try to understand and reduce colony
loss,” adds Geoffrey Williams, Assistant Professor of
Entomology at Auburn University and co-author of the
survey. “We don’t seem to be making particularly great
progress to reduce overall losses.”

Since beekeepers began noticing dramatic losses in
their colonies, state and federal agricultural agencies,
university researchers, and the beekeeping industry
have been working together to understand the cause
and develop Best Management Practices to reduce
losses. The annual colony loss survey, which has been
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conducted since 2006, has been an integral part of that
effort.

The survey asks commercial and backyard beekeeping
operations to track the survival rates of their honey bee
colonies. Nearly 4,700 beekeepers managing 319,787
colonies from all 50 states and the District of Columbia
responded to this year’s survey, representing about
12% of the nation’s estimated 2.69 million managed
colonies.

The Bee Informed Partnership team says multiple
factors are likely responsible for persistently high
annual loss rates and this year’s jump in winter losses.
The No. 1 concern among beekeepers and a leading
contributor to winter colony losses is varroa mites.
These mites have been decimating colonies for years,
with institutions like the University of Maryland
actively researching ways to combat them.

“We are increasingly concerned about varroa mites

and the viruses they spread, says vanEngelsdorp.

“Last year, many beekeepers reported poor treatment
efficacy, and limited field tests showed products that
once removed 90% of mites or more are now removing
far fewer. Since these products are no longer working
as well, the mite problem seems to be getting worse.”

“But mites are not the only problem,” continues
vanEngelsdorp. “Land use changes have led to a lack
of nutrition-rich pollen sources for bees, causing poor
nutrition. Pesticide exposures, environmental factors,
and beekeeping practices all play some role as well.”

Karen Rennich, Executive Director for the Bee
Informed Partnership and senior faculty specialist at
the University of Maryland, elaborated on land use and
environmental factors that may be significant in bee
colony loss, including increases in extreme weather.

“The tools that used to work for beekeepers seem

to be failing, and that may be evident in this year’s
high losses. A persistent worry among beekeepers
nationwide is there are fewer and fewer favorable
places for bees to land, and that is putting increased
pressure on beekeepers who are already stretched to
their limits to keep their bees alive,” says Rennich.
“We also think that extreme weather conditions we
have seen this past year demand investigation, such as
wildfires that ravage the landscape and remove already
limited forage, and floods that destroy crops causing
losses for the farmer, for the beekeeper, and for the
public.”

Rennich and Williams say more research is needed
to understand what role climate change and variable
weather patterns play in honey bee colony losses



It’s Show Time - Norm Maher / 2020 Conference Dates N\

NSWAA Tamworth Branch took up an offer to attend the Bee Industry Council of WA
local show and spent “Children’s Day” running nonstop 15 May, venue TBC
presentations to school students and providing some very

tasty samples. The display was further enhanced by live ZT?\ZNZ ?Ap;;ri¥:mczi$ﬁiﬂga/

bees in an observation hive.
Tasmanian Beekeepers Association

The following day branch members were kept busy 29-30 May, venue TBC
answering all manner of questions from the public and SA Apiarists’ Association
we even saw, children bringing their parents to the bee 11-12 June, venue TBC

stand they had visited the previous day. QLD Beekeepers Association

18-20 June, Warwick QLD

Victorian Apiarists’ Association
TBC

Aust. Queen Bee Breeders Association
TBC

Honey Packers & Marketers Association
TBC

National Council of Crop Pollination Association
TBC

Australian Honey Bee Industry Council
\ Victoria /

One notable visitor was Governor General, former NSW
Governor and beekeeper David Hurley. Seen here
speaking with Rob Mitichie, Ray Hull and Belinda.

Enough honey was sold to enable the Branch to make
a $500.00 donation to the Annual Conference guest
speaker’s fund.

Following the show Ray hosted the entire student
population from Dungowan PS to see a honey processing
operation in action.

Branch President Ray Hull offered this wash up
summary, “It was a great opportunity to engage with
school students their teachers and the public as to what
happening in the industry, how great our product is and
to get their support. I would like to thank all the Branch
members who gave their time, donated honey and display
material, all in all a fantastic effort.”

When asked if the Branch would do it again ” I O r. S a I e

Definitely” was Ray’s word.

RS

500 x 8 frame hives

@ $300

Excellent condition

Norm Maher | | LOCath IIl NE VlCtOTla

Secretary

Nowan e Phone 0455412892

Photos — Justin Wall
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Varroa Mite Eradication Program

MEDIA RELEASE
7 November 2019

More Asian honey bees suspected at Townsville Port

Key points:

e Townsville residents are urged to check their properties and report bees, nests or
swarms to 13 25 23 following a new discovery of Asian honey bee wings near the Port of
Townsville.

o A nest of Asian honey bees carrying varroa mite was destroyed at the port earlier this
year.

e Varroa mites could significantly damage the Australian bee industry and agricultural
sector, disrupting honey production and pollination services.

Main story:

Biosecurity Queensland is calling on Townsville residents - particularly those living close to
the Townsville port - to check their properties for bees following new evidence of Asian
honey bee.

The National Varroa Mite Eradication Program in Townsville has again detected the
presence of the imported bee pests (Apis cerana), this time through laboratory testing of
Rainbow bee-eater pellets collected from two sites just outside the port boundary.

The pellets were collected in October in Cannan Street and on Benwell Road.

It follows the discovery of a nest of Asian honey bees that was confirmed to be carrying the
destructive varroa mite at the Townsuville port in May this year.

Varroa mites could significantly damage the Australian bee industry, disrupting honey
production and pollination services. Early detection is vital to eradication and containment
efforts.

National Varroa Mite Eradication Program acting manager Robert Stephens said the team
had ramped up surveillance activity within a 2km radius of the port in an effort to find the
nest the bees had originated from.

“Field staff have been all over the port as well as the neighbouring suburbs of South
Townsville and Railway Estate since the wings were confirmed as being from the Asian
honey bee,” he said.

“But we urgently need people to check their backyards for bees, nests and swarms and
report any findings to us on 13 25 23.

“Asian honey bees are a natural host for the varroa mite but are not usually found in
Townsville so finding the bee gives officers the best chance of finding the mite.”

Queensland
Government
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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2018-2019 GRATEFULLY RECEIVED

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC
PO Box 42 (AHB'C) Phone: 0402 467 730

Macquarie ACT 2614 ABN: 63939614 424 Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au

“s FRIENDS of AHBIC

Supporting Australia’s National Beekeeping Industry with a voluntary contribution

“Friend” Catcgorg ]nvcstmcnt “Friend” Catcgorg lnvcstmcnt
PLATINUM PLUS $60,000 SILVER $ 1,000 & above
PLATINUM $20,000 & above BRONZE S 500 & above
GOLD PLUS $ 5,000 & above COPPER S 100 & above
GOLD $ 2,000 & above OTHER Up to $100

Contribution Details
NV 1= R SRRSSPR
AU OIESS: ettt ettt sttt et ete s te e e bt e eteesbe e e ebeesbeesaeeeaae et e e teeaaee e teeateeeheeaabeeateeateeteeneeeteeetesetentaeeateeereean
.................................................................................... State.....ccoevveeeeeeen POStCOdE. e
EMail: (P1eaSe PRINT CLEAIIY)..cviiviiteeie ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et e a e s beebe e s beebeebesbeenseste s sreennenes
PRONE: e e et D U
Contribution by: DIRECT DEPOSIT: §.................... CHEQUE:S........ccoovneee
Please return this form to AHBIC by post or email POST: AHBIC, PO Box 42, Macquarie, ACT 2614
to ensure your contribution is recorded correctly EMAIL: ahbic@honeybee.org.au
Account Name: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc
Banking Bank: Bendigo Bank
n-s-il- - BSB: 633 000
N5 Account No: 150976 405
Q* Reference: Please include your NAME as the Direct Deposit Reference
Contribution by credit card is now available through the AHBIC website at
https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/

—/l Please indicate YES or NO

Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter and in monetary category)

Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter in undisclosed monetary category)

I would like to receive the AHBIC Annual Report

~ 5 P F

Please acknowledge this voluntary contribution with a Tax Receipt (email preferred)

Thank you for supporting AHBIC to continue supporting your industry at a national level.

It is gratefully appreciated.
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They know me.
They know my farm.

That’s why I’'m
insured with WFI.

I At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your
business and how it operates. Because when we get to
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

backed by@ To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 .
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI). farm insurance

f
5%

DALRYMPLE
'. VIEW

APIARY SUPPLIES

MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS
OF ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

ALL
AUSTRALIAN
MADE USING
QUALITY
AUSTRALIAN
HOOP PINE
Pollen available in S5kgs bags
1 x 5 kg bag $16/kg EXCLUDERS
4 x 5kg bags 1 Box $14/kg Built fo last

Metal Construction
Stronger Rim & Core
Made Locally by

* Dalrymple View using
ORIGINAL BEECO DESIGN

20 x 5kg bags 5 Boxes $13/ kg
Plus freight

Stockist of most other beekeeping supplies

65 Forde Street Allora QLD 4362 « 0448 717 051
www.dalrympleview.com.au ¢ sales@dalrympleview.com.au
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Could this be happening to your beehives?

Disease in bee equipment can be a major problem
if left untreated.

The devastating effect diseases such as American
and European Foulbrood can cause is a constant
& concern for beekeepers.

& Treatment using Gamma Irradiation is a well
M established and proven method for eliminating
§ pathogens from bee equipment and killing all
forms of insect and pest contamination.

Irradiation also assists with increasing honey yield.

Is sterilisation a key step in your production process?

Gamma Irradiation provides the most effective sterilisation solution for
manufacturers of medicinal honey products.

Sterilisation ensures a quality product that meets all regulatory and business
requirements.

Steritech has been a provider of Gamma Irradiation services to the medicinal
honey industry for many years. Using our expertise and knowledge we can
assist you with your sterilisation requirements.

YOU CAN RELY ON IRRADIATION -YOU CAN RELY ON STERITECH

Your bees are calling out to you!  Innovation is driven from ideas

Steritech has been providing Gamma The concept of using irradiation in the beekeeping industry
Irradiation to the beekeeping industry for all started with an idea on how to do things a bit differently.
many years. In fact, the irradiation of bee
equipment was pioneered in Australia! We are constantly trying to develop ways to utilise our
processes to help your industry in lots of new ways.

Whether our service is used to eliminate
current contamination or is used as a But without your ideas and input, gamma irradiation would not

preventative measure, be where it is today.

M Steritech is always happy :

to help our beekeepers. Come and share your thoughts and ideas
with us. You could hold the key to
developing a new application that could =
alter the beekeeping industry forever.

| From beehives to medical
| applications, Steritech

® is there for you.
Siiesh 48w sl Please contact us about any inspirational ideas you have
member of the NSWAA

Steritech wwsteritech.com.au
- e

STERITECH NSW STERITECH QLD STERITECH VIC
Jamie Crighton Glenn Robertson Raymond Bryden
National Business Development Manager QLD General Manager VIC Sales Executive
Tel: 02 8785 4400 Tel: 07 3293 1566 Tel: 03 8726 5566
Email: jerighton@steritech.com.au Email: grobertson@steritech.com.au Email: rbryden@steritech.com.au

49 Australia’s Honeybee News November - December 2019



BECOME A

BERRINGA BEEKEEPER

At Berringa, we've proudly supported Aussie beekeepers for 25 years and we're always
on the lookout for new suppliers.

What are the advantages of being a Berringa beekeeper?

We’re 100% A lian owned and operated
¢ All Berringa products are 100% Australian sourced.

¢ From Eucalyptus and Manuka to honeycomb and beeswax, we believe
Aussie honey is unbeatable.
¢ Based in Melbourne, the Berringa team is always on hand to answer
your queries.
We’re transparent
¢ All Manuka is independently tested.
¢ We pay our beekeepers based on independent laboratory results. Our
quality standards include ACO, Codex, BSafe and TGA.
We care about our beekeepers
¢ Drum and IBC supply is free for our regular Manuka suppliers.
~¢ Our dedicated procurement managers and friendly customer service team
are on hand to offer beekeeper support.
Be part of a company that drives Australian honey in the international
and domestic markets. Talk to our friendly procurement and supply team today.

Contact:
Geoff Lord - Procurement Manager
m: +61 417 598 201 t: +61 3 8456 3543
e: geoff.lord@berringa.com
Berringa Customer Service
t:+61 3 8456 3543 e: beekeepers@berringa.com
berringa.com

BERRINGA
SO

Australian Organic Honey Company Pty Ltd
24 Westside Dr, Laverton North VIC 3026, Australia

Merry Christmas!
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DON'T SHUT
YOUR DOOR
ON TERMITES!

DEMISE" j

TERMITE DETECTION &
ELIMINATION SYSTEM

o Kills termites and wipes out the colony
e Easy to use in-ground traps
e Very low toxicity for humans and pets

Demise Kit includes: 10 Demise Bait Stations, 4 X 100g of Abide,
5 X 50 of Converge, 20 Baitwood blocks

{
&) PEST CONTROL DIRECT
ﬁ'i DIY SOLUTIONS AND HELPFUL ADVICE

www.pestcontroldirect.com.au

Protect
Your*
Hives!

Control Small
Hive Beetles

APIS Small Hive Beetle Traps in conjunction
with Topbait™ PLUS or APIS Sticky Boards
will help put you back in control of your hives!
Topbait™ PLUS is registered for use within bee hives by the APVMA.

TOPSAIT

APVMA Approval #68330/108733

www.pestcontroldirect.com.au




AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY
- K COUNCIL INC (AHBIC)
UPDATE

Full newsletter available from http://honeybee.org.au

NOTE FROM CHAIR, PETER McDONALD

The AHBIC Executive have just wrapped up another period of meetings in late October, discussing the industry
concerns that matter most to you. Our work is on behalf of the whole industry, from beekeepers with a single
hive, to commercial operations of thousands.

One of our achievements was streamlining our operations so that we can be efficient and economical with our
limited resources. We have to be.

Look at the list of AHBIC Friends. Compare that with:

- 25,000+ total registered beekeepers throughout Australia (as at Oct 2018)

- 1780+ Commercial beekeepers throughout Australia (as at Oct 2018)

- Many beekeeping equipment suppliers

- Numerous Honey Buyers/Packing businesses

- Countless clubs and associations.

- Significant numbers of pollination service brokers and companies
All of these are reliant on the roles that AHBIC performs to ensure the future viability of our industry and all at
different times ask AHBIC for help.

We need many more Friends to support AHBIC financially so the we can work on the large amount of issues
currently at hand as well as the many that continually develop. We would love to be more effective and
responsive but constraints on funds limit our ability to do so.

For many years AHBIC has been working with partners to ensure there is an environment where beekeeping
businesses have access to a skilled workforce. By focussing on beekeeper education there are now Certificate
level accredited training courses available throughout Australia, with many beekeepers across the country being
trained.

Another way we have been recently asked to help is to improve the ability of beekeepers to source foreign
workers. This issue has been raised by multiple beekeepers, none of whom are current Friends of AHBIC. Not
contributing financially will not stop us acting if the problem is a high priority to address, AHBIC has always
acted on issues that are important to the industry no matter the source and will continue to do so into the future.

However, due to our current level of financial contributors to AHBIC, we need to be very conscious of where
we allocate our time and funds for every issue that the people of the Honey Bee industry need addressed.
Access to skilled foreign workers is exactly this type of issue. It could consume a large amount of time and
effort to address and we need to be conscious of the impact this could have on other work AHBIC does such as
biosecurity, sustainable access to floral resources, improved communications, increased funding initiatives etc.
To that end we would like to understand this size of this problem for our industry. Does it affect more than just
a few businesses, and is it a high priority to address? A few more details about how you can help are later in this
newsletter.

AHBIC is your representative body and we want to address the concerns of everyone in the Honey Bee
industry. We would like to help.
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PLASTIC

The Best Plastic Foundation

' HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES |

Col & Linda Wilson PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI NSW 2327 Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FOUNDATION

WAX

We can mill to the thickness
you require

Premium Quality

For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES

WEATHERTEX Lids & Bottom
Boards

QUEEN EXCLUDERS
FRAME FEEDERS
QUEEN CELLS

You Can Buy Have your own wax milled or
Dominates Sales in exchanged for foundation in
USA and CANADA stock

Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal | ppr ONE COMB FOUNDATION
available
Full PLAST.IICblF RAMES Wax bought or exchanged for
avallable bee goods
AFB
FRAMES Mahurangi NZ TEST KITS

Quick and easy to use
Results 1n just 3 minutes

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

NOZEVIT

HIVES CAN BE TREATED FOR LESS THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the
Spring, and will winter extremely well when
their intestinal integrity is intact. By using all
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal
cleansing for internal ailments.

e NOSCMmMa

\

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Email: honeybeel00@skymesh.com.au

Phone: 02 4930 4950
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Proudly supporting
Aussw beekeepers

since 1953

Over more than 60 years, Capilano Honey has grown from humble beginnings to be one of the
world’s leading honey suppliers, proudly supporting more than 600 Australian Beekeeping families.

We are actively seeking to expand our supplier network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax from
new and existing beekeepers. You do not need to be a shareholder in order to become a supplier.

To become a supplier, please contact our Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:

0419431 652 | s.covey@capilano.com.au

capilanohoney.com e
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AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL

For beekeeping information read
The American Bee Journal
Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material,
including questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00
Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2" Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324  Fax: (217) 847 3660
Email: abj@dadant.com
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com
The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE

The Magazine of American Beekeeping
Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.
Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas
For more information and a free sample copy
Contact: The Editor
PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE BUZZ!
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter
Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA
(minimum subs $100.00)
For further information please contact:
The Secretary, SAAA
PO Box 326 Mt Compass SA 5290
Ph; 0419 982 102
Email: secretary(@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for
The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney
Email: susancarney@me.com

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc. - www.
nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions: Pauline Downie
PO Box 25207 Wellington 6146 New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254
Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising: Certa Solutions
PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515
Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz
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CONTACT US TO REQUEST A QUOTE OR BOOK A DELIVERY T. 02 6851 1155
BEN SMITH - E. ben@superbee.com.au

PAYMENT IN 30 DAYS OR LESS

Bee Wonderful Pty Ltd

ABN. 37 113 160 571

Cnr Newell Hwy & Landrace Rd
Forbes NSW 2871

T. (02) 6851 1155

E (02) 6851 1177

www.superbee.com.au




PACKAGING SYSTEMS

SCHUTZ ECOBULK

"] VAN |

Y/ /
R

FEATURES INCLUDE:

- Economically designed for the safe transport and storage of honey — at least 25% more efficient than traditional packaging
- Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high

- Capacity MX ECOBULK — 1,000L (275 Gal)

- Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

CONTACT SCHUTZ TO ORDER YOUR ECOBULK TODAY AT SALESAU@SCHUETZ.NET OR ON 03 9360 9291

WWW.SCHUETZ.NET




