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ITALIAN

Prices effective from 1 July 2017

UNTESTED

1-10 .......... $26.00 cach

11-49 ........ $20.50 each

50+ ..cceneeee $19.00 each Join now

and isolated mated breeders = $420.00

TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add $4 Per Queen
PAYMENT BY: Cheque or Direct Debit

Details on ordering

PO Box 99 WONDAI Queensland 4606

Phone: (07) 4168 6005 Fax: (07) 4169 0966
International Ph: +61 7 4168 6005 Fax: +61 7 4169 0966
Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

Specialising in
Caucasian Queen Bees

- . $32 ca
-4 . $28 ca
50— 199 $25ca
200 and over per season Discounts apply
Queen Cells $6.60 ea — collect only
Breeder Queens - $550
Naturally mated on a remote island
John Covey Post and Handling $15 per dispatch under 50 qty.
Email: sales@coveybees.com.au Prices include GST
Ph: 0427 046 966 Valid September 2017 to March 2018

PO Box 72 Jimboomba QLD 4280
Terms: Payment 10 days prior to dispatch

HONEY Honey & Beeswax for sale?
“ d Call us for a quote
ﬂwn [l e Phone 07 3271 2830 Fax 07 3376 0017
_ Mobile 0418 786 158
LLoyd & Dawn Smith 136 Mica Street, Carole Park QId 4300
Committed to maximising returns to beekeepers Email: hdunder@bigpond.net.au

COVER: Nick Geoghegan, Program Coordinator Apiculture Resource Access. South Coast NSW
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RATES

The Association Membership year runs
from: 1 March to 28 February

Note: Rates from 1 March 2017

0 to 10 hives $100.00 1 vote
11to 200 hives $200.00 2 votes
201 to 400 hives $300.00 4 votes
401+  $1.00 per hive 6 votes
700+  $1.00 per hive 8 votes
1001 +  $1.00 per hive 10 votes
Over 1500 hives $1.00 per hive 12 votes

Affiliated/Retired/Student $65.00 1 vote

Honeybee News subscriber/member
$65.00 0 vote

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be
represented through a common organisation

Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources

Help to secure your Industry’s future

Provide strong representation to Government

Membership Badge

Copy of Code of Practice for Keeping Bees on Forested Lands

Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News the NSWAA
bi-monthly Journal & FREE classified advertisement in Journal

» Annual State Conference & Trade/Field Days

Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA Branches

Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers and NSW DPI
representatives at meetings, workshops and conferences

WFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata - 1300 934
934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ Association
(NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let your local Area
Manager know that you are a member to receive this benefit for
the Association. - Ms Jane Hayes Mob: 0417 943 451 E: jane.
hayes@wfi.com.au

SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members’ rate
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NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC. EXE(,?UTIVE CouncIL

>F

Stephen Tarétt, Shona Blair, Neil Bingley, Roslynn (Ros) Riggs, Casey Cooper & Mark Page

PRESIDENT: Neil Bingley 101 Woodfield Rd Sutton 2620 Mob: 0428 487 105 Email: beez101@bigpond.net.au

VICE PRESIDENT: Stephen Targett PO Box 325 Narrandera NSW 2700 Mob: 0428 649 321
Email: wally.56@hotmail.com

Casey Cooper Darby’s Road Tingha 2369 Mob: 0428 233 551 Email: cooperbees@bigpond.com.au
Mark Page 424 Minimbah Road Minimbah NSW 2312 Mob: 0448 444 606 Email: mpage6541@gmail.com
SECRETARY/TREASURER: Roslynn (Ros) Riggs PO Box 5022 South Tamworth 2340
Mob: 0400 441 346 Email: info@nswaa.com.au Website: www.nswaa.com.au

BRANCHES PRESIDENTS SECRETARIES

Central Tablelands Mal Porter 02 6337 5383 Linda M’Crystal 02 6337 6652
Hunter Valley Col Wilson 02 4930 4950 Contact President

North Coast Barry Watts 02 6689 5359 Col Maloney 02 6663 7051
Northern Tablelands Richard Willis 0428 323 812 Glenn McConnell 02 6732 3222
Riverina David Mumford 02 6959 2519 John Smith 02 6926 2227
Southern Tablelands James Kershaw 0400 370 481 Judy Saxvik 0427 684 114
Sydney Paul Drew 02 9887 1175 Jane Flitter 0413 769 411
Tamworth Ray Hull 02 6760 3634 Norm Maher 0447 603 245
Western Plains Bryn Jones 02 6887 2638 Lisa Mumford 02 6887 2638
AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)

Chairman: Lindsay Bourke Ph:0418 131 256 Executive Director: Trevor Weatherhead Ph: 07 5467 2265
Mailing Address: 11/11 High St, Launceston TAS Mailing address: PO Box 4253, Raceview QLD 4305

Email: queenvic@cradlemountain.com.au Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au Website: www.honeybee.org.au

HONEY BEE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (HBRDC)
Ms Margie Heath, Project Manager, RIRDC PO Box 4776, Kingston ACT 2604 Ph: 02 6271 4145
Email: Margaret.Heath@rirdc.gov.au Website: www.rirdc.gov.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary: Mrs Paula Dewar, 157 Lake Moogerah Road Kalbar QLD 4309 Ph: 07 5463 5633 Email: agbba@bigpond.com

CROP POLLINATION ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary: Mrs Debbie Porter, 135 Eusdale Road Yetholme NSW 2795 Ph: 02 6337 5383 Email: debbie.porter3@hotmail.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary: Mr Ross Christiansen Email: ross@superbee.com.au
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SEASON

Last report | stated that little production was expected
during Autumn, but as nothing is a given in primary
production , Mother Nature had other ideas and
provided some extractable surpluses from eucalypts
that normally don’t yield unless there is a general
budding. White gum (E.Rossi) was sparsely budded
but is currently yielding enough surpluses to provide
good winter stores and fresh bees which should
enable hives to enter next Spring in reasonable
condition.

There are some small pockets of Spotted gum on the
south coast still holding bud for this winter but if the
forecast cold wet winter eventuates, hives working
this source may suffer greatly. With this in mind
please consider your peers and the environment by
not overstocking sites.

Early Spring production will depend on substantial
rains falling over cropping areas in the coming weeks

RESOURCE

Nick Geoghegan will head the Department of Primary
Industries (DPI) support desk. His official tittle is
Program Coordinator Apiculture Resource Access.
Nick has started part time and transitions to full time
employment in April.

Doug Somerville and | took Nick on a field trip on
March 8 and 9 to highlight the problems apiarist’s are
having with access to sites and resource destruction
on public lands. We also gave Nick a tour through
my family apiary operation. At days end | would
suspect Nick was suffering from information overload
but | believe the insight into our industry will prove
invaluable in the development of the Apiary Support
Desk.

MEETINGS

On March 2nd | met with Mick Veitch the Shadow
Minister for Primary Industries. We had a lengthy
discussion around apiary sites on public lands and
the possibility to legislate on apiary policy and the
support desk that will manage access issues. Other
areas discussed were retention of DPI Apiary staff
and future access to areas previously lost to industry.
If our industry can gain bipartisan support for
continued public land access we will be one step
closer to having a sustainable future.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

I will be seeking a meeting with Minister Blair to
further our cause as soon as possible.

EXECUTIVE

Our secretary Ros has received several nominations
for executive council.

Nominations received to date are from myself and
both Debbie and Malcolm Porter. Thank you to
Debbie and Mal for your support of your association.
We still require at least one further nomination to fill
vacancies so please send a completed nomination
form to be received by our secretary 3 weeks prior to
our June 23 AGM.

Past President and current councillor Casey Cooper
has been experiencing a few health issues and on
behalf of the Executive and members | extend our
support and well wishes to a speedy recovery.

MEMBERSHIP

Our new website is up and running albeit with a few
teething problems. Please bear with us as these
technical issues are overcome.

Some members have had no problems with their
online renewals while others have experienced
difficulties.

For members that have had not been able to or do
not wish to utilise the online payment system , hard
copies will be mailed out towards the end of March
or early April.

2018 AGM

For members wishing to attend our AGM on June 26
at the Royal Pines on the Gold Coast, registration is
required but will be free. Details for registration will
be on our website soon.

Any Notices of Motions will need to be forwarded to
our secretary no later than June 20. Forms are on the
website. Motions from the floor will only be accepted
if time permits.

| urge all members travelling to the 3rd Australian
National Congress to attend our AGM.

In 2019 we will return to our normal conference
format and holding it in Bathurst in May.
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BROKERS

FORMERLY AUSURE INSURANCE BROKERS GOULBURN

At CNR Insurance Brokers we understand the issues that Apiarists face in their day to day business.
Our Apiarist Insurance package now includes cover for pesticide contamination of your hives and bees.
We are also able to offer covers including Australia Wide theft and vandalism cover for your hives including the

honey and bees along with all other insurances including property, business interruption, public liability, transit
and motor vehicles.

For further information, please call our office on 02 4822 1320 or email at info@cnrinsurance.com.au

CNR Insurance Brokers are Authorised Representatives of NAS Insurance Brokers AFSL: 233750

Clayton Plastics

TEL:03 94800611 03 8401 4248
FAX:03 8401 4569

AU Kin gsun Pty Ltd Email:sales@claytonplastics.com.au
Affordable quality honey pails

J_‘ N X T
| 1 § e |
H |

1

sUnder new management

*40 years servicing the honey industry
sMelbourne based manufacturing

www.claytonplastics.com.au Call 03 9480 0611
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AUSTRALIA’S NO.1
BEEKEEPING LOADER

AANT

Compact Articulated Loaders

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd

Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800 686 ‘mﬁ

411 to organise your obligation free demo! e o
Made in Finland

v~ Ability to load the truck from
one side using telescopic boom

v Huge lifting capacity up to
1500kg

v~ Park sideways across truck

v~ Optional air-conditioned cabin

v~ Self Levelling Boom

v~ Prompt delivery Australia wide

v~ All terrain 4wd with
outstanding stability

v~ Backed by a Family business for
over 25 years

v~ Save time and man power

v~ Easy to access and operate

v~ Over 200 attachments

v~ Easy finance options available

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com |
www.avantequipment.com
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
ABN 27 009 052 155

72 Munibung Rd Suppliers of Beekeeping and
Cardiff 2285 NSW Honey Processing Equipment
Australia

Boxes, Frames and all Woodware Stainless Steel Extractors
Excluders - Welded Wire and Plastic Honey Tanks and Pumps

Weathertex - Covers and Bottom Boards, Special sizes available

Veils, Gloves, Overalls, Bee Suits and Jackets, Hive Tools, Brushes
Hats, Smokers, Knives, Pails, Jars etc. all your beekeeping needs

We have a very extensive selection of books on all aspects of beekeeping
We buy and exchange wax for foundation. Good prices paid

MAIL ORDER IS OUR SPECIALITY - PHONE FOR A PRICE LIST
Ph: (02) 4956 6166 Fax: (02) 4956 6399

EZYLaader-

Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

Suits medium to large trucks

- Manufactured in Australia g

- Unigue levelling feature for ease of load handling

- Boom brake system —ease of under-supering and requeening
- Split boom for load positioning

- 6 Dafferent models — remote control option

- Lifting capacity up to 500kg '

- Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space

- Fully self contained and low maintenance

- One man operation with controls at the load

- Special range of attachments '

M & K STAFFORD ENGEINEERING PTY LTD
All enquines please asntact Mark 2/48 Piper Drive Ballina NSW 2478
SAl FS | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT B 02 6&36 J736 | F 02 6686 9716 | MOM12 426 132

www.ezylpadercom | mailRenyipader com
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Visit our new website
wwur.hummerbee.com
to learn about all of our
other available models:

Rough Terrain Forklifts XRT XL XT,,

The classic Hummerbee
just got even better...

TURBO II

The Hummerbee Turbo is now more
powerful, smoother, and faster than ever.
Nouw featuring 56 hp being produced by
a Tier 4 emissions compliant, Kohler
turbo diesel engine. Diesel exhaust fluid
is NOT required.

More pouler, a new maintenance - free
articulation joint, easy to use joystick
mast controls, digital gauge display, a
quieter, redesigned transfer case, and
the highest lift capacity in its class while
being even more compact than before,
malke the Turbo Il the most exciting
Hummerbee yet.

A& O

FORKUFT

www.hummerbee.com Call A&O Forklift to order today
800-943-8677
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NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.

ARN: §9417216326

MOMIMATION FONEM - EXECUTIVE COUMOL

ROMINEE {Person you are nominating)

Name e - Membex No: ___.

I heselry accept fhs memumaton Strned-

ROMINATOR

MembexNo: .
(et o (e o T sy s’}

beselry nommimate the: perion histed ahove 23 the Nommes for a posiion on the NSW Amareits’

Name e - Member No:
beselry second the nsmanation of the perton hisied ahove 2t the Nomimee for a poiibon on the

s Namershe of fe Assciaios doll e ot yghls S sleckion i s Fascotive Cssl sl -ty rsils i FEW o the ACT 20l T b
0 Fiomcil Messbeer for ot Tt o srcsion s Srenlinindy yorin b e i o ths bkl y o T o] e

= Each sessler sloll b slecied Sor 2 2 per e sl 7ot seiive P wffice ot e s Casrirenss Tubid ot i wnd of cock 7y nm,
Tt i i, mory ek Femppinl et

Refum:
By Postto: NSW Apamth’ Astocmbion, P O Box 522, South Tamwesrth NSW 2340
(r Email tn: mfoig@nswas omm am

This form te be submitted e Later than three weeks (7} prier to the AGM.

Australia’s Honeybee News Mar - Apr 2018 10



BEE INDUSTRY
BIOSECURITY

CONSULTATIVE
COMMITTEE

Meeting 14" March 2018 Summary

Small Hive Beetle (SHB) is being taken off the
notifiable pest list (legislation takes time) NSW DPI
have given an undertaking that they will take no
action over non reporting of SHB and Nosema.

DPI are looking at Honeybee Pest & Disease
refresher courses for all DPlI Honeybee compliance
officers. Five new officers completed the course at
TOCAL Feb 2018.

DPI have budgeted in FY 18/19 for Industry Response
Team training. This will entail training beekeepers
throughout the state to be able to assist with an
event/incident.

Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute (EMAI) at
Camden are keen to be the ‘Australian Reference
library for Honeybee Diseases.’

EMAI are keen to expand diagnostic facilities to meet
increased demand. This will be important when NSW
adopts the National Code of Practice where honey
sampling is mandatory for all beekeepers with more
than 50 hives.

DPI are conducting a Varroa mite exercise in May 18.

The BIBCC are conducting an AFB workshop in the
near future.

NSW DPI will be issuing Beekeeper Registration
certificates for all new registrations and renewals
valid for two years. This will make it much easier for
the Amateur Beekeeping Associations to ensure that
their members are registered.

NSW DPI have conducted three major beekeeper
operations this financial year. At almonds, then
blueberries on the north coast and at Orange in the
central west.

NSW DPI have undertaken to ensure that the Head
Honeybee Compliance Officers (Mick Rankmore)
position will be not left vacant even when Mick takes
Long Service Leave.

NSW Beekeeper Registrations as @ 13 March
2018

NSW has 6,812 registered beekeepers of which
5,997 are recreational beekeepers.

11

There are 620 commercial beekeepers with more
than 10 hives. Plus there are 195 beekeepers that
are registered as commercial beekeepers but have
less than 10 hives.

Registration Fees (for two years)

$366,822 has been collected
Commercial above 10 hives = $55,800.

Commercial below 10 hives + recreational = $311,022.

For Recreational beekeepers with 1-5 hives which
the NSWAA is recommending free registration the
DPI collected $ 228,924. This is 62% of total receipts.

Allowing Recreational beekeepers with less than 5
hives free registration will result in better biosecurity
outcomes. Which is why this is the NSWAA
recommendation. The reality is that DPI is unlikely
to recommend this to the minister due to the loss of
recreational beekeeper registration income.

Steve Targett
BIBCC.

Honey Wanted

We Look For:

100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity

Packed in IBCs

Call: 0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie
Auburn NSW 2144

PROTECT YOUR BEEHIVES WITH WAX!

Paraffin + Microcrystalline wax
Hot dipping with a 50/50 mix of paraffin and microcrystalline
is an efficient steriliser and protector against rot.

bulk wax at wholesale prices!!

View the full product range on-line
*WAX *moulds *wicks *tea light cups *wicks and more...

%
¢
e

www.candlemaking.com.au
02 9653 3600

Personal shoppers welcome
at our warehouse in Arcadia, in Sydney’s rural north.
Always interested in purchasing local beeswax.
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PLASTIC

The Best Plastic Foundation

" HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES |

Col & Linda Wilson PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI NSW 2327 Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FOUNDATION

WAX

We can mill to the thickness
you require

Premium Quality

For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES

WEATHERTEX Lids & Bottom
Boards

QUEEN EXCLUDERS
FRAME FEEDERS
QUEEN CELLS

You Can Buy Have your own wax milled or
Dominates Sales in exchanged for foundation in
USA and CANADA stock

Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal DRONE COMB FOUNDATION
I available
Fu PLAST.IICblF RAMES Wax bought or exchanged for
avallable bee goods
AFB
FRAMES Mahurangi NZ TEST KITS

Quick and easy to use
Results in just 3 minutes

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

NOZEVIT

HIVES CAN BE TREATED FOR LESS THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the
Spring, and will winter extremely well when
their intestinal integrity is intact. By using all
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal
cleansing for internal ailments.

ie NOSCMa

\_

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Email: honeybeel00@skymesh.com.au

Phone: 02 4930 4950
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DOUG’S COLUMN

Doug Somerville

Technical Specialist, Apiculture - NSW Department of Primary Industries - Goulburn
doug.somerville@dpi.nsw.gov.au

30 years and counting

Back in 1987 (April 27" to be precise), I started my
employment with the government as the “bee man”.

The bee man title is purposely obscure, as my job has
changed several times but I still remain the bee man
(possibly not politically correct these days - should be the
‘bee person’).

The time frame is also a bit out of date. By the time

this article goes to print, it will be 31 years. On a few
occasions my achievements have been acknowledged by
the beekeeping industry. Recently my work colleague
highlighted my career; Elizabeth Frost held a surprise
morning tea at Tocal Ag College the day after the most
recent NSW Apiarists’ Association executive meeting

at the same location. This made me think that writing

on a few points reflecting on this journey may make an
interesting article.

Spending 30 years with the one employer is becoming a
rare event, unfortunately. I say unfortunately, as I believe
it takes several years to really get your head around an
industry and all its parts. Plus, I believe the cascade of
name changes:

- Department of Agriculture

- Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
- NSW Agriculture

- NSW Industry and Investment

- NSW Department of Primary Industries

while amusing to outsiders, has been just noise, as long
as the industry has the same staff to deal with within the
system.

In 1987 there was a stand-alone beekeeping section
which covered all aspects of the services provided to the
beekeeping industry. This was comprised of six members
- one to each region of NSW. Half the role of the Apiary
Officers was AFB inspections and the remainder was
advisory/extension, with minor roles in education and
research.

In the early 1990s the regulatory role was removed from
this group, including myself, and given to the multi-
skilled regulatory officers. This allowed the bee group
to delve more into the education and research areas than
before.

For me, I embarked on documenting the floral resources
used by beekeepers. This involved surveying all the
beekeepers using the 25 NSW Forestry districts across
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the state. A major body of work culminated in the
publication of 25 separate reports, one for each district
and finally with a publication in the Australian Forestry
journal “The primary melliferous flora and other aspects
associated with beekeeping within State Forests of NSW
as determined by surveys of beekeepers”.

Then a study on the state floral resources, project title
Floral Resource Database for the NSW Apiary Industry,
funded by RIRDC (1999). This involved surveying the
entire commercial beekeeping industry within NSW. The
response was excellent, with an 81% return of surveys.
Quite a hefty number, which took some serious lobbying
and ground work to achieve.

Somewhere along this pathway I also obtained funding
to collect and analyse bee collected pollens to determine
their nutritional value to honey bees. The principal
attributes were the crude protein levels and amino acid
ratios. To a lesser extent, the fat levels and mineral
contents were also measured.

This went on for several years and might I say was
supported by a number of willing beekeepers who
assisted me in these collections. Ultimately the book
“Fat bees, skinny bees - a manual on honey bee nutrition
for beekeepers” was published by the Rural Industries
Research and Development Corporation (RIRDC) in
2005. This publication went on to become the major ‘go
to’ reference on the subject of honey bee nutrition around
the world. Still available on the world-wide-web, simply
search for ‘fat bees skinny bees’.

These projects and others provided me with enough
material to submit a PhD thesis in 2004 - “The floral
resources of NSW of primary importance to commercial
beekeeping” through the Australian National University.

There were many, many other projects conducted
during this time on bee subjects, but another theme
was emerging. What was left of the bee team (three

by 2000), were increasingly being called on to conduct
more and more short courses. To start with, they were
all based at Tocal. In the beginning we had acetone
plastic overheads. It was a major job to produce these
teaching aids. Then came 35mm slides, and then ‘power
point’. This made life easier, but each course we ran
was different and we continued to add more photos and
images to the presentations.

It was a struggle to get the first DPI book on bees
published as the powers-that-be didn’t believe there was
a market for it. Eventually in 2007 the first Bee AgSkills
book was published. This book has been reprinted and
up-dated four times since the initial publication and is
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one of the best sellers within the DPI book sales. This
book was based on a collection of AgNotes/Primefacts
written on beekeeping over time, plus the folder of notes
handed out at the courses.

Nick Annand and myself compiled and launched the
“Pests and Diseases of Honey bees” courses in 2010.
These were very popular and eventually an AgGuide on
the subject was produced. Then came the AgGuide on
“Queen bee breeding” and “Honey production” with the
most recent addition on “Pollination”.

To parallel this evolution became the need to employ an
Education Officer to manage the escalation in demand for
formal training in beekeeping. Initially the first officer
was Elizabeth Frost, who was quickly joined by Dani
Lloyd-Prichard. Elizabeth went on to take over Nick
Annand’s position as a Development Officer.

While all this was happening, the Biosecurity Division
of NSW DPI was solely focused on compliance (AFB
inspection work and health certificates). Then along
came a concerted effort by the State and Federal
beekeeping peak industry bodies to pull together a
national approach to bee biosecurity. This got legs and
with no small effort from Craig Klingner and lan Zadow
at the time, was sold effectively to the whole industry.
Levies became statutory and Plant Health Australia was
the organisation identified to coordinate the national
program.

Part of this program was the employment of a dedicated
Bee Biosecurity Officer, Rod Bourke, industry funded,
working within NSW DPI. The functions and jobs
changed for each bee biosecurity officer in each state,
but even so, there is now stronger support from state
governments for bee biosecurity as a result of the
industry’s collective actions.

More recently Nick Geoghegan was employed to head up
the latest addition to the bee team ranks. The beekeeping
industry has been, for several years, asking for a simpler
system and more user friendly structure around bee sites
on public lands. This really got momentum in 2015

with a position paper put together by the NSW Apiarists’
Association “Apiary sites on public lands” .

Another exciting development is the creation or rebirth
of a bee breeding program with Elizabeth Frost as the
champion.

I’m conscious that many of the people I deal with have
been around longer than me, so lots of my experiences
are theirs. But I’m also conscious that there are many
new players and what has happened in recent times is
their only knowledge and experience so far!

Some other observations worthy of note:

Biosecurity
e EFB came into focus in the mid 70s when |

started in bees.

e Chalkbrood in the early 90s, now a major
disease of importance.
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e SHBin 2002, an obscure pest on the interna-
tional stage at the time, now well entrenched
on the list of major pests of honey bees.

e Nosema ceranae snuck in there somewhere,
but its impact is still murky.

e European wasps and cane toads, although
they have been around for decades, their im-
pact slowly grows from year to year.

Honey
e The manuka story has exploded, more so in

New Zealand than Australia.

e We have gone from storing honey in 27kg
square tins, to 44gallon galvanised drums, to
1000 litre IBCs.

e Stainless steel is now the principal material
all honey handling equipment is made from.

e Paterson’s Curse has all but disappeared off
the radar. Less than 10 years ago, this plant
was the number one source of nectar and
pollen within the country.

e Blackberries, nodding thistle and scotch
thistle have been reduced as sources of nec-
tar and pollen due to successful biological
control programs.

e Slow but diminishing demise of desirable
eucalypt species across the agricultural land-
scape, mainly box, ironbark, stringybark and
red gums.

Communication
e All the state beekeeping organisations have
their own journal/regular publications, 10
years ago this was not the case.

e Email is the means of communicating.

e Older clients still prefer written material,
younger clients happy with e-pathways for
communication.

¢ Bombarded with sources of information - e.g.
“Dr Google” etc. Not always factorial, often
opinion based information, but readily avail-
able.

What of the future?

While there has been a proliferation of ‘new’ hive
designs and gadgets around the planet, none have really
revolutionised or changed the direction of the beekeeping
industry.

The speed and growth of technology suggests that this

is not going to remain like this over the next 30 years.
While we have the continuing threat of exotic mites such
as varroa, science is also making rapid headway on how
to deal with various issues.

Some topics I think could evolve are:
e remote weigh stations placed on every api-
ary providing daily data to beekeepers,



e more natural or organic (probiotic) means of
dealing with diseases,

e the use of e-noses to detect diseases and
pests in hives,

e research around honey as a natural product
escalating it into the ‘super food’ category.

As for the DPI involvement in honey bees, we are in a
better place than any point in the last 30 years as far as
people resources are concerned.

(Thanks to Vicki Saville for typing my notes and Annette
Somerville for proof reading the final article)

Bee part of
our global Jelly
Bush revolution.

Yes, we're looking for Jelly Bush honey producers like you!

&

GUSTARE

RAW HONEY

You could supply us with your quality Australian Jelly Bush
honey for our ever expanding international customers.
We'll supply the IBC/drums and pay the freight and honey levy.

gustarehoney.com

Please contact fellow Beekeeper, Paul Costa on:
0499 775 664 or paul@gustarehoney.com
V | | B K | S | |

SUPPLYING ALLIANCE WOODWARE & FRAMES
SPECIALISING IN WIRED & EMBEDED FRAMES

ASSEMBLED, TREATED & PAINTED BOXES
LIDS & BOTTOMS

A FULL RANGE OF BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT
FOR THE AMATUER BEEKEEPER

HONEY EXTRACTION, STROAGE &
CONTAINERS

NSW AGENT FOR HIVEMIND NZ

&

MAIL ORDER WELCOME
OR
SHOP ONLINE
www.valley-industries.com.au

T0 Whitbread Street, Taree NSW 2430
admini@valley-industries com.au
Phone 6552 8888

/\’ 7 Valley Industries Ltd
A\t\; ‘ “Helping People to Help Themselves™

Steam

For decapping, extractors,
wax reducer & wash down

Fully Automatic
Electric Steam Boilers

from 3kW to 30kW

2 Bl Steam output from
5.7 to 47.7kg/hr.

Bl Models range from
1/3 h.p. (3kW) to
48 h.p. (480kW).

' Model shown ranges

*

Advantages

M Can be installed adjacent
to steam appliance in
workspace

M Fast steam raising

l Compactly packaged &
self contained, no plant
room required

M 99% Thermal efficiency

M Low capital & low
installation costs

M Quiet & reliable operation
- low maintenance cost

M Simple to operate
& maintain - no
sophisticated burner/
ignition/ draft controls
- no fire brick
maintenance

H No boiler attendant
required
(State regulations may

limit maximum capacity) . .
H Corrosion resistant,

no tubes, gussets or
stays - no heat transfer
surfaces

M Simple installation
requires only connection
of water & electricity

M No flue - no fire
- no risk of explosion
- no fumes or smell

M Low heating element
replacement cost

H All spare parts available

M No oil storage tank ex stock

- no oil deliveries . .
l Comprehensive operating

& maintenance
instructions, wiring

& piping diagrams
accompany each boiler

SIMONS BOILER CO.

Rustralian family owned company Est 1932

Unit 1/33 Maddox Street Alexandria NSW 2015 Australia
Ph: (02) 8338 8660

Fax: (02) 8338 8661

M Clean equipment
& work area

www.simonsboiler.com.au
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AUSSIE HIVES™

The better hive for higher production

§ Food-grade polymer
" reduces hive disease and
eliminates paint contamination

The new Aussie Hive by Hasson’s Hives
Australia is robust yet light with excellent
thermal insulation for healthier, stronger,
more productive bees. It needs virtually “§, Polymer is water resistant for
no maintenance and will outlast any _ drier hives

other hive on the market. “@. Industry standard 10 frame

N

Strong, lightweight, no-maintenance
- construction

Insulated to control internal hive
- temperature, support brood
development and reduce

stress on bees

C4. Increases honey
~ production

PATENT PENDING

Prove it for yourself! Place yéur order now to ensure 03 Au SS I E

delivery of your Aussie Hives by Spring

And look forward to increased honey prloduction! 1\ H IVES

T/F 03 5664 8382 E shayo@sympac.com.au W www.aussiehive.com.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE LINE PTY LTD

ABN 88610746257
21 Leewood Drive, Orange NSW 2800

1. Selling Italian and Carniolan Queens

1 -10 ----mmmmmmmmmee- $28.00 each plus postage
11 - 49 —mmmmmmeee $25.00 each
50 -99 —mmmmmeeee $23.00 each

A Over 100 (in total) --- $22.00 each E
VISA Maslek,
{!J 200 and over ---------- 7 $21.00 each @

Terms: Payment prior to dispatch

For Orders or Enquiries contact Charlie & Brenda Casido / Mely
Ph: (02) 6369 0565 Fax: (02) 6369 0575 Mon-Fri 9:00AM to 5:00PM
Email: info@australianqueenbeeline.com.au or admin@australianqueenbeeline.com.au
Web: www.australianqueenbeeline.com.au
Before & After Office Hours: Mobile 0434 353 301
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NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.

ABN: 39417216326

POSITEONS VACANT - EXECLUITIVE COUNCL
= Al oo nexd AGE we will have aeveral vacant posiionz io il on our Execuive Councl
with 8 numiber of gur long serving and dedicaied BExeensive Councllons retsing for
regaons cut of their contnol

Thiz = an apuporiuniy for pogresive and pessionale members ta ke an 8 lkeadeship
rode within the Association i help dive ad qovem the direction of the Associaiion
naw and inko the fube_

Fyou are imleresled in namanaling for the Execulive Councd we encourege yau o
have B ook &t our websile, chat o 8 cument Execudive Counclllor ar call our Seoehay
wiha will happiy tak you thrugh the ez and resporsibliies

= Thaee 2 na doubl thal teking on a posiion of The Bendive Councl comes with a8 lews
of resporaibiily and commiiment, however it B mportant that membes udersiand
the commiiment and respoiailics especally amund time and seltendance at
meestingz

= Carently the Executive Councll hold 5 medings per year of which all sse Fece la Face,
2 of theze mestings are held i conpanclion with the annual conferenes!AGM which
means he Bxenulive Councl revd ta 3 ather mestings per year, these meeling s
e genexslly 1 1o 1 172 dey= in length and the incation miaies ta ensure e 2
Fair acrpes the exeoutive.

= Althaugh the siting fees ane nol paid, the Executive Councd are paid a el
Aliowance and accommoadaiion i =upplied oy the Assoosation reducing the inancial
mmpeact on Executive Coundl members

= The cument Execudive Coumncl heve been conaidering online and video ink mesiings
la replace xaome of the face o face meeiings and sithough e hex ol happensd ax
yet i 2 & neal oplion that will be isbled for the Beoudive Commillee io comsider

SLCCESSKON PLANNING

= The Execulive Councl recogrse The needs for 8 siong succeasion model to arure
Hano Inew S0 o soinrvoln lshr oesd '|.-I-|ii'|.|I nf e Aconriobioe

= We recognise That there are bamiers and challenges that decoureage and prevent
peaple fom applying o be on the Exeodive Coamncl and we ane g2king members
La provide ux wilth ackvice and feedback that will aliow 1= o identify these bamers and
mmplement techniques o miligate the issues.

= Your muavey wil be tresied as confilential if you request, The reaulis will be pubished
in & bricf repucnt ta e members vie our Facebook, E-bee and Honey Bee News:

= Thi = your apporiunily in provicle advice and mformabon ta ersure the long term
s tairmbiity o our Azsnoation, the Execuive Councd encourage yau o think pulside
the box sl proride icrmlive soluiions o mest your needs, the needs of our

members.
To compleie the sureey go o | oL AT kE i lnk B
ﬂmnﬂﬂemmu&tﬂenndF&:ﬂlﬂm
Pape1of1
Frorsallant Siwin Secrwier v Treresrwr Gt Th
Tl Himglery 2ivers Py Lid N At rcmcintios T
1] Woodibl Rreel Fotten WYW 200 Tnlyen Hipgn — Lol Pt D PO Box 123, St Taresseth, NEXF T30

B-ORE T 105 F: el Gl wet . ;I HIL 345 E: i com xu
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ONTACT:
Send us an email: info@lysonau.com.au
Visit our website: www.lysonau.com.au
Give us a call: 0467 233 292 or 0407 070 670

B E E KE E PI N G SU P P LI ES AU STRALIA Visit us on facebook: www.facebook.com/lysonau

WE SUPPLY EVERYTHING FOR BEEKEEPERS
FROM HOBBY TO COMMERCIAL

{ F°rma LyseN

B likonowa
PR \yrobu swiec

Optima Processing Line ,S¥3
40 frame extraction line :
Special Introductory

Price
$38,000

Capping Extruders
Wax Melters
Settler Tanks up to 2000L with
or without heating & mixer

We sell the following products: \ A
Polystyrene Hives
Nucleus Hives

Mating Hives Dehydraters & Creamers
Travelling Hive Boxes Suits, Veils & Gloves Queen Breeding Equipment
Feeders (hive & stand alone) Bee Tools Queen Rearing Equipment
Honey Extraction Equipment Cleaning Agents Honey Sumps & Filters
(2 frame up to 80 frame) Candle Moulds Pollen Dryers
Honey Bottlers (manual to auto) Candle Making Supplies and much, much more....
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more updates as we roll out the different components of
the program.”

DPI expands team to improve

access to apiary sites on public , .
Nick has recently moved from Sydney to Orange with

lands. his family and is making the most of his new location;
joining 3rd Orange Scout group as a cub leader and

playing a stage role in an upcoming Orange Theatre
Nick Geoghegan recently joined the DPI in the new role Company production.

of Program Coordinator Apiculture Resource Access.
Prior to joining the DPI Nick has held a number of senior

He’ll coordinate the implementation of the new policy roles in the telecommunications and technology sector,

framework for apiary sites on public land and the with a strong focus on product development, marketing,

establishment of a support desk for apiary site permit stakeholder engagement and customer experience.

holders. The key aim is to make the process for accessing His qualifications include a Masters of Information

and managing apiary sites easier and more consistent. Technology (USyd) and a BSc (Management) from
Dublin University.

“I visited the South Coast recently with Neil Bingley
from the NSWAA. We visited some of his sites in
Forestry Corporation and National Parks locations on the
South Coast. It was great to see some of the challenges
and opportunities first hand and to tap Neil’s knowledge
of the industry. The forests and other public lands are a
critical resource for the industry and I’'m excited about
making it easier for beekeepers to find out about available
sites and manage their permits.

Meeting with a number of beekeepers over the last few
weeks, I’ve seen huge interest in the program. We’re now
establishing the various projects we need to deliver the
support desk, the online maps, the notifications systems
and other resources to manage the site information and
permits. I look forward to bringing Honeybee News
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NSW AA 2018 Annual General
Meeting

Tuesday 26 June 2018

The NSW AA 2018 Annual General Meeting will be
held in conjunction with the 3rd Australian National
Congress
RACYV Royal Pines, Gold Coast, QLD
(Members only event)

Date: Tuesday 26 June 2018. 1.00pm - 4.30pm.
Room: TBA

Registrations (Free): Required BEFORE 20 June 2018
See nswaa.com.au for registration details

Notices of Motion: Must be submitted before 20 June 2018
See nswaa.com.au for Notice of Motion form

Executive Nominations: Must be received by the Secretary on later
than three weeks prior to AGM.
See nswaa.com.au for nomination form.
A minimum of one executive member will not be seeking re-election.
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RL Dewar T/

Bee Build

it does what s says- Bullds BEES

{post or coach) and 25kg bulk buying

Ph: 0427 725 802
Emall: becbulki®optusnet.com.au

a Completas Pollen Replacemesnt based on

Sclentlfic Honeybes Industry Research
{Fat Bees, Skinny Bees- RIRDC Pub Mo, 05/054)
Visit: www.beebulkl.com.au for full story
and how to feed. Avallable In 10 kg, 20kg

Bea Bulld Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg
iAlso avaitable at good Beekeeping Suppiiers)

Bea Boost: S00gm- a probiotic for baes
Encuirias & Sales Contact: Laurle Dewar

Inseminated

Breeder Queens
(DGQ’s- Dewar Gerdts)

Produced from tested Hyglenic
{Cleaning Gene) Stock for Rapld
Response Behaviour

EX National Broeding Program. All profits
wasted in ongoing rasearch
Visit: www.dewarcorp.com.au

Dpen Mated Lines tested by: Lindsay

Bourke [Tas.) and Mal Alroy {Qdd) for

goographical variation; also tested In
tha UAE against varrca

Enquirias & Sales Contact: Laurle
Dewar Ph: 0427 725 502
Email: dewarqueens@optusnet.com.au

Bees
For Sale

Central West
100 + 10 Frame x 2
Price Negotiable

Phone

0427 658 506

21

POLLEN

Pollen available in 5kgs bags
1 x 5 kg bag

4 x 5kg bags
20 x 5kg bags

$16/ kg
$14/ kg
$13/kg

1 Box
5 Boxes
Plus freight
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THE FROST REPORT

Elizabeth Frost
Education Officer, Honey Bees

Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

DPI Bee Team and Queen Breeding Project

DPI staff and casual employees who work with bees.
From left to right, Back Row: Darren Butt, Nick
Geoghegan, Alex Russell, Rod Bourke, Doug Somerville,
Mark Page. Front Row: Emma Cottage, Genevieve
Leonard, Mick Rankmore, Danielle Lloyd-Prichard,
Brianna Callum, Liz Frost, Chris Anderson.

DPI BEE TEAM

Beekeeping expertise and personnel working within DPI
is currently at a high point. It’s been quite some time
since the NSW beekeeping industry has had the quantity
of specific positions and personnel in DPI dealing with
beekeeping industry related issues. On 22 February 2018
DPI staff leading various projects around the state came
together at Tocal College for a planning meeting with
the goal in the next few months of producing a Strategic
Plan for DPI beekeeping-related compliance, education,
research and development activities.

Biosecurity Compliance
In the photo above are four representatives from the

Biosecurity Compliance Section: Mick Rankmore
(Regulatory Specialist, Apiaries — Gunnedah), Darren
Butt (Regulatory Compliance Manager — Orange),
Genevieve Leonard (Senior Inspector Regulatory

- Paterson), Mick Thompson (Regulatory Officer —
Paterson/Sydney Markets). The aim of this section is to
protect the beekeeping industry, recreational beekeepers
and the public through compliance activities. It is worth
noting that additional biosecurity staff are located
throughout the state and undertake compliance activities
for many additional industries in addition to beekeeping.

Australia’s Honeybee News Mar - Apr 2018
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Education

Located at Tocal College, Danielle Lloyd-Prichard
(Education Officer, Honey Bees) and Brianna Callum
(Education Officer) lead the development and delivery
of the nationally accredited Certificate III in Beekeeping
(AHC32016 qualification). Brianna recently joined

DPI as a casual staff member, previously working

as an Ag Teacher at Barker College in Hornsby. Key
projects for accredited education include: online training
course development; delivery of Cert III Beekeeping
qualification; and a focus on compliant, credible, current
training in a trade level qualification which creates a
pathway into the beekeeping industry.

Biosecurity Preparedness & Education
Rod Bourke (Bee Biosecurity Officer — commercial

beekeeping) and Mark Page (Bee Biosecurity Officer

— recreational beekeeping), both located at Paterson,
lead education initiatives across the state around the
Biosecurity Act 2015. Mark also manages the National
Bee Pest Surveillance Program. Key projects include:
Biosecurity Online Training (BOLT) token redemption;
National Bee Pest Surveillance Program; AFB regional
reporting improvement. Chris Anderson (Manager

Plant Biosecurity Prevention & Preparedness — Orange)
manages Rod, Mark and Emma Cottage (Senior Plant
Biosecurity Officer Preparedness & Programs — Orange)
and has additional exotic pest insect activities on scope in
addition to those related to beekeeping.

Intensive Livestock Industries

Doug Somerville (Technical Specialist, Honey Bees

— Goulburn) has been with DPI over 30 years. New
addition, Nick Geoghegan (Program Coordinator
Apiculture Resource Access — Orange) will coordinate
the implementation of the new policy framework for
apiary sites on public land and the establishment of a
support desk for apiary site permit holders (beekeepers).
This support desk will include an online platform to
present geospatial information, a customer database
and tools to allow communication between agencies
and permit holders. Importantly, Nick will work with
beekeepers and agencies to resolve issues affecting
access to apiary sites on public land. In my new role
(Honey Bee Industry Development Officer — Paterson) I
deliver research, development and nationally accredited
education. I’1l also manage the honey bee genetic
improvement program outlined below. Alex Russell
(Manager Intensive Livestock Industries — Dubbo)



manages Doug, Nick and myself as well as specialists
in the poultry — meat, poultry — egg, dairy and pork
industries across the state.

Core services

NSW DPI Bee Team’s core services are industry
protection through compliance undertakings and
biosecurity education, industry development through
accredited vocational education, research and
development and engagement between industry,
government and research providers.

HONEY BEE GENETIC IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM

NSW Department of Primary Industries is investing $1.3
million over five years in a commercially relevant and
scientific bee breeding project.

Project location: Tocal Agricultural College, NSW
DPI’s Registered Training Organisation, is a leading
agricultural educational facility providing nationally
accredited training to the Australian beekeeping industry.

Apiary: Traditional nomadic style operation of 200
production hives with Tocal as a base where 50 breeder
queen colonies will be located (25 Italian, 25 Carniolan/
Caucasian). Two distinct apiaries, 100 hives of Italian
stock at one apiary and 100 hives of Carniolan stock at
the other, will be migrated around NSW to key flowering
events, including almond and canola pollination and
seasonal eucalypt flowering. These locations will serve
as testing grounds for honey production, brood viability,
disease resistance, temperament and, pending horticulture
industry funding, pollination efficiency of various
pollination-reliant crops.

Breeding Program: The 200 migratory hives and 50
breeder queen colonies will be managed as a breeding
population according to the Page/Laidlaw Closed
Population System using the supersedure replacement
method to refresh the core breeder queens with artificially
inseminated daughter queens. 25 Italian breeder queens
will be managed issuing five replicates per breeder
queen and 25 Carniolan breeder queens will be managed
issuing five replicates per breeder queen to populate the
200 migratory hives which will be performance tested
for commercially relevant production traits (i.e.- honey
production, disease resistance, pollen storage, brood
viability, temperament, etc.).

NSW commercial beekeeper collaborators are vital to
the success of this program. This collaboration is likely
to be as follows: NSW DPI supplies queens of either
the Italian or Carniolan/Caucasian line to head one load
of hives managed commercially within NSW for most
of the year. DPI staff and USyd staff and students will
test these colonies for production traits at key points in
the load’s season (i.e.- during/after contract pollination,

honey production events, etc.). Commercial collaboration
options are still being developed.

Elizabeth Frost is happy to receive feedback from
industry on this matter.
E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au, M: 0437 731 273

Key DPI personnel: Elizabeth Frost, Honey Bee
Industry Development Officer, based at Tocal.
Beekeeping Technical Officer — position to be advertised.
Dr Doug Somerville, Technical Specialist Honey Bees is
involved in the establishment of the project.

Project Aim:
1. Evaluate important traits relating to honey pro-

duction, pollination efficiency and health

2. Compare and evaluate genetic material for
overseas populations (pending import/export
legislation)

3. Produce a standardised system for tracking the
genetic merit of the various lines

4. Establish pedigrees and performance records
for specific populations.

Collaboration:

University of New England: Professor Robert Banks,
is a world leader in the successful development of
animal industry-based breeding programs with over 25
years experience in genetic improvement of livestock
industries.

University of Sydney: Professor Ben Oldroyd and Dr
Nadine Chapman. Prof. Oldroyd has over 30 years
experience in honey bee biology, particularly genetics,
genomics and bee breeding.

Wheen Bee Foundation has pledged to assist the project
with on-going financial support.

NSW DPI commitment of AUD $1.3 million over five

years:
e Funds to support a fulltime beekeeper/sci-

entific officer for five years, plus operational
costs during this establishment phase.

¢ Significant up-front financial inputs to es-
tablish the extracting shed and necessary
equipment to establish the research apiaries.

What is needed:
e Further funds to purchase equipment in the
start-up phase.

e Build a facility to house the honey process-
ing and storage of equipment, which may
also be complemented by office space and
lecture theatre.
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NUPLAS  #m
Plastic Bee Hives

JWh

FEATURES

¢ 100% Australian made ¢ Solid plastic construction b\ .
¢ White in colour ¢ No painting or maintenance required

¢ Heavy duty construction e Standard Langstroth Dimensions |

¢ UV resistant ¢ Holds standard full depth frames

¢ Fully vented bases and lids e Hinged door for opening and closing the hive :
e Unlimited life expectancy e Unique scalloped handles for lifting and carrying g
¢ Provision for ID stamping e Fixing points for spring clips

=R
A

-

~ N

BENEFITS | |

e Proven to perform better than a timber hive , —

* Proven in the field P s

e Maximise by saving time and money i

¢ No dangerous wax dipping e W

* No painting | e

¢ No maintenance

¢ Comes flat-packed ready for assembly o |

¢ Fully interchangeable with existing ——— P
timber hives ._ ¢

* Fast delivery all over Australia \\ : 3 T !

e Quick assembly time

¢ Ready for immediate use

Check out our webstte > \\\

NUPLAS PTY LTD - INJECTION MOULDERS L

Find us on

Tel 03 5032 9199 | Fax 03 5032 9399 | Email sales@nuplas.com.au Facebook




Quality plastic 8 or 10 frame full hive sets
available in single, double or triple configurations.

Available in Single, Double and Triple hive sets

7 Quality long term investment
Easily assembled, sturdy hive set to withstand rigorous cleaning,
treatments and transportation
Cool white colour with UV stabilizer (guaranteed 35 yrs)
Flat packed for easy shipping
Saves time and money as no need for painting or wax dipping
Hygienic and easy to maintain
Assists disease prevention
Standard lid and base
s
4 by b
f BENEFITS to
‘1 BUYING ONLINE...
; N ¢ Shop online at your leisure anytime
¢ Browse products with no pressure
/ * Take advantage of the Flat Rate $30.00 Delivery
| /" * Receive your order quickly
: y o Safe & easy payment Methods

¢ Australian Company! Australian Products!




o Queen breeder input into a national data-
base of production traits and queen bee es-
timated breeding values to be managed by
UNE.

How will we improve on past breeding programs?

Dr. Rob Banks says, “Our modern techniques will allow
us to evaluate the queens’ DNA, and work out which
have the best genetics for things like honey production,
health, temperament and foraging ability. We’re
reasonably confident that the healthier, more productive
bees are also better at pollination, and the economic
consequences of improved pollination are enormous.”
Genetic gains in honey production are estimated to be
worth up to $41 million over the next 25 years, according
to Banks and Vincent Boerner’s AgriFutures-funded
research “Genetic Evaluation of Australian Honey Bees
using BLUP procedures.”

“We will use the breeders’ pedigree information on the
ancestry of the queens or extract DNA from worker bees
to determine the genetic make-up of the queen and of the
drones she was mated to,” Rob said. “Our DNA analysis
will determine the best pedigrees, so that the industry can
apply more systematic breeding methods to breed better
bees.”

For further information regarding co-investment:
e Alex Russell. E: alex.russell@dpi.nsw.gov.

au, M: 0417 492 614

e Fiona Chambers. E: ceo@wheenbeefounda-
tion.org.au, M: 0427 354 457

e Dr. Rob Banks. E: rbanks@une.edu.au, M:
0417 679 095
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HONEY TESTS REVEAL GLOBAL
CONTAMINATION BY BEE-
HARMING PESTICIDES

! ; -
Contamination rates were highest in North America, with 86% of
samples containing one or more neonicotinoid.

Photograph: Magdalena lordache/Alamy

Neonicotinoid insecticides are found in 75% of
global honey samples and half contain a cocktail of
chemicals

Honey from across the world is contaminated
with potent pesticides known to harm bees, new
research shows, clearly revealing the global
exposure of vital pollinators for the first time.

Almost 200 samples of honey were analysed for
neonicotinoid insecticides and 75% contained the
chemicals, with most contaminated with multiple
types. Bees range over many kilometres to collect
nectar and pollen, making the honey they produce
an excellent indicator of the pesticide pollution
across their local landscape.

Bees and other pollinators are vital to three-quarters
of the world’s food crops but have been in serious
decline in recent decades. The destruction of wild
habitats, disease and widespread pesticide use are
all important factors. Scientists responding to the
new work say a crackdown on the industrial-scale
use of the nerve agents is urgently needed.

The new analysis joins a growing number of highly
critical reports on pesticides, including research
showing most farmers could slash their pesticide
use without losses, a UN report that denounced
the “myth” that pesticides are necessary to feed the
world, and a UK chief government scientist stating
that the assumption by regulators it is safe to use
pesticides at industrial scales across landscapes is
false.

The honey analyses, published in the journal



Science, began as a citizen science project when
researchers at the Botanical Garden of Neuchétel,
Switzerland, asked people to donate honey
collected from around the world between 2012 and
2016. They received hundreds of samples and
analysed 198 of known local origin for the five main
types of neonicotinoid.

Contamination rates were highest in North America
with 86% of samples containing one or more
neonicotinoid, followed by Asia (80%) and Europe
(79%). It was lowest in South America at 57%.
Almost half the samples contained a cocktail of the
insecticides.

“The striking finding is that 75% of our samples had
measurable quantities,” said Prof Edward Mitchell
at the University of Neuchatel. “That was surprising
to us, since our coverage included many remote
areas, including oceanic islands.”

Worldwide distribution of honey contamination
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Furthermore, Mitchell said: “If you look at the
minimum concentration for which a significant
negative impact on bees has been found, then

48% of our samples exceed this level.” The
researchers said these impacts include damage

to learning, behaviour and colony success. “The
concentrations are often very low, but we are talking
about pesticides that are extremely toxic: something
like 4,000 to 10,000 times more toxic than DDT
[dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane],” he said.

In June, the largest-ever field trial showed that
neonicotinoids damage the survival of honeybee
colonies, as well as harming wild bees, and
suggested a toxic “cocktail effect” from multiple
pesticides.

All but two of the samples had total contamination
levels below the “maximum residue level” (MRL)
allowed for human consumption under EU laws. But
Mitchell said there was little published research on
the effect of neonicotinoids on vertebrates, though
there were some indications of harm. “You can
wonder if the MRLs are really good enough — | think
this is an open question, "Mitchell said.
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Prof Dave Goulson at the University of Sussex,
UK, and not involved in the new work, said: “Entire
landscapes all over the world are now permeated
with highly potent neurotoxins, undoubtedly
contributing to the global collapse of biodiversity.

It is hard not to feel a sense of deja vu: Rachel
Carson was saying the same things more than 50
years ago, but we seem not to have learned any
lessons. It is high time that we developed a global
regulatory system for pesticides, to prevent such
catastrophes being repeated over and over again.”

Christopher Connolly at the University of Dundee,
UK, said: “The findings are alarming. It is time that
these chemicals are heavily restricted for use. In
this way, their impact on the environment can be
limited and their efficacy against pests preserved for
when there is no other alternative option.”

Jonathan Storkey at Rothamsted Research in the
UK said the situation has arisen as much through
the overuse of neonicotinoids as through their
chemical properties, which may be more benign
overall than older alternatives. “Rather than
seeking an outright ban, research should focus on
developing strategies for limiting their use,” he said.

In 2014, a global assessment of neonicotinoids
concluded that their widespread use was putting
the global food production system at risk. An
updated assessment, to be published in the journal
Environmental Science and Pollution Research,
found even stronger evidence of the insecticides’
harm: “The consequences are far reaching and
cannot be ignored any longer.”

Jean-Marc Bonmatin, at the Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique in Orléans, France, and
one of the assessment team, said: “The use of
these pesticides runs contrary to environmentally
sustainable agricultural practices. It provides no
real benefit to farmers, decreases soil quality, hurts
biodiversity and contaminates water, air and food.
There is no longer any reason to continue down this
path of destruction.”

Three neonicotinoids were banned from use on
flowering crops in the EEU in 2013. The European
commission has drafted new regulations that would
ban these pesticides from all fields and these look
likely to be passed in the coming months.

“The global neonicotinoid contamination in honey is
another reminder that wildlife is threatened by these
chemicals around the world, and there is growing
momentum in support of a new global solution to
ensure that high standards of protection for the
environment and people are applied everywhere,”
said Matt Shardlow at Buglife UK.
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Honeybees are extremely valuable, not only for the
production of Australian honey, but also to farmers
who rely on honeybees to pollinate commercial
crops. A number of efforts are being made to ward
off the threat of other introduced bee species or
bee parasites, such as the potentially catastrophic
varroa mite. But how can you stop the introduction
of such pests?

Enter the National Bee Pest Surveillance Program,
an early-detection system to identify incursions of
exotic bee pests and pest bees in support of Austra-
lia’s beekeeping and agricultural industries.

The program is primarily composed of ‘sentinel
hives’—hives of typical commercial honeybees (Eu-
ropean honeybees—Apis mellifera) of known health
status located at various high-risk locations through-
out Australia, usually around shipping and airports.
These hives are thoroughly surveyed every few
months to identify the existence of any exotic pests.
Surveying activities include testing the hives for the
presence of pest mites that pose significant risk,
such as Varroa and Tropilaelaps, and sample bees
for dissections to identify the presence of tracheal
mites.

‘sentinel hives’ ... are located at various high-risk
locations throughout Australia, usually around
shipping and airports.

The program also uses remote catch-boxes—empty
bee hives that attract swarming colonies—again
positioned around high-risk areas, that may also
help detect invading bee species or newly arrived
European honeybees that could be bringing in a
mite or other pest. Some of these boxes have a mo-
bile phone installed (with a solar panel and camera)
that provides surveillance of the hive, along with a
remotely controlled lid to keep the colony contained
until sampling can be carried out.

The program is complemented by hobby beekeep-
ers in high-risk areas who complete regular surveys
and checks of their hives for mites and other pests.
Manual netting is also used to detect species of pest
bees that aren’t easily detected by the catch-boxes
(such as the Asian honeybee—Apis cerana).

Most recently, the rainbow bee-eater (Merops or-
natus) has provided another effective detection
method for introduced bee species. The colourful
bird eats hundreds of bees daily and regurgitates
pellets of what it cannot digest—including the bees’
wing-parts. These pellets can be tested to identify
whether any pest species of bees are within the
bird’s feeding area, which was done by Biosecurity
Queensland in response to a detection of Asian
honeybee in mid-2016 infested with the Varroa ja-
cobsoni mite.
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Significant control measures are being implemented
as the mite presents a risk to Australian industry,
potentially leading to broad honeybee population
losses. Fortunately, the control measures appear to
have been successful with no further detections of
the varroa mite since July 2016.

~

The rainbow bee-eater regurgitates indigestible
pellets containing bee wings that can be used to
identify pest bees within the feeding area of the bird.
Image adapted from: Geoff Whalan; CC BY-NC-ND
2.0

This article was adapted from Academy website
content reviewed by the following expert: Professor
Boris Baer Professor for Pollinator Health, Centre
for Integrative Bee Research, Department of
Entomology, University of California
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Neil, Sharon and
Cameron Masters

Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
65 Forde Street
Allora Q 4362

Mobile: 0448717 051
Mobile: 0407 762 847
Email: nma66500@bigpond.netau
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SPQCiaI pl‘ices Ifooere?(lelé,&:; needs

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger
Joints, screwed, wax dipped and
painted:

Minimum order quantity = 150

$33.00

Assembled and $2.15 g

wired frames: 3

Minimum order quantity = 1000 $2000 ~—
- Ventilated $125.00
& Suits:

Beekeepers Woodware

Assembled Double Groove Frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Box Standard Grade
Finger Joint 8/10-Frames:

Minimum order quantity = 150

Box Standard
Grade Rebated
8/10-Frames:
Plastic Frame Full Depth: Minimum order quantity

Minimum order quantity = 1000 =150

Beekeepers Woodware

$2.60

ACORN Drone Comb Frames:

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Minimum order quantity = 1000

Plastic Foundation
Made in USA:
Minimum

order quantity = 2000

We can customise
your boxes. Your brand, your
colour, your dimensions!!!

'{ S/

Coloured Box 5
Waxed Dipped and 34.50
Painted 8/10-Frames:

Minimum order
quantity =150

Call or visit us today.

'Hornsby Branch S i Mt Druitt Branch

63A Hunter Lane Hornsby NSW 2077 i Umt 11, 71 Kurrajong Ave Mt Druitt NSW 2770

Phone: 02 9477 5569 | Fax: 02 9477 7494 Phone: 02 9625 5424 | Fax: 02 9625 7589

Trading hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm Trading hours: Mon — Fri 10am - 6pm - %

Sat 9am - 4pm 3 § 1L Sar 10am 5pm \ : PR HornSby

' Beekeeping Supplies

S T . e e e < ~ For all your beekeeping needs
info@hornsby-beekeeping.com | hornsby-beekeeplng.com ' S i

Don’t forget to collect your $5 hive tool at the conference.
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BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER

REPORT

Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320

Ph: 02 4939 8946 Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

As we come into autumn all beekeepers should be
preparing to or have already done what is normally
their last full brood check for the season, unless their
local winter conditions allow otherwise. If you find
hives with AFB they should be dealt with immediately.
Allowing them to persist overwinter will result in them
becoming a far greater biosecurity risk the following
spring. Hives suffering from AFB tend to dwindle
quickly at this time of the year and will be easy to rob
out when bees are looking for honey later on, so it is
best to remove them from your apiary now.

At this time of the season a lot of beekeepers are
also finding that the nectar is patchy, drying up or
has already gone, which often causes bees to turn to
robbing. Robbing bees are terrible to work with and
the last thing you want to do is pull a hive apart and
do a full brood inspection when they are like that.
Heavy robbing is also an opportunity for AFB spores
to be spread throughout and beyond the apiary site,
so it should be prevented at all costs.

How do you do your autumn brood inspections if the
bees are robbing? Quick answer is by getting them
onto a nectar flow. Getting them happy and then
thoroughly checking all their brood frames (including
the outside frames) very carefully is key to ensuring
that there are no infected cells of AFB present.

But how can we get bees onto a honey flow if nothing
is flowering? One good way is to use sugar syrup!

Many beekeepers love sugar syrup and many others
hate it, but whatever the case it is a valuable tool
that is available to allow beekeepers to undertake
their autumn brood checks safely and without heavy
robbing, which means you can be more thorough and
hopefully not miss that one infected AFB cell. One
cell of AFB in a hive means that your hive has AFB!

\‘ o\ W G
This is all it takes for a hive to have AFB. This hive is now a
biosecurity threat.
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Proof enough for most beekeepers that this is AFB. Any roping at
all from the cell generally indicates AFB.

The main ways that sugar syrup is normally fed
is either within the hive in frame or top feeders,
externally by using an entrance or lid feeder, or via
open feeding in larger containers. Whichever way you
choose to feed sugar syrup please aim to minimize
the incidence of drowned bees, as that may increase
the incidence of Nosema spores.

Frame feeders allow the hive to retain its original
size which may be of benefit over parts of the winter,
and often (but not always) they have rough sides or
ladders so that the bees can climb back out once full
of syrup. One detractor is that the volume of syrup
that can be added at any one time is at most 4-5
liters (equaling roughly 2-3 frames of capped honey),
which is not generally enough if you are looking to fill
out the hive for winter in 1-2 feeds. For most other
feeding applications a frame feeder is great.

Top feeders are larger volume containers added
directly above the honey box, normally on top of a
mat or feeder board. They are housed within an extra
super, timber box or are a one piece unit made out
of timber, ply, plastic or Styrofoam (which wax moths
love tunneling through during the off season-so expect
to find some extra holes!).The hive lid sits directly on
top of this. Kitty litter trays are a popular container for
the top feeder, whilst some others use standard Wax
molds or 20-25L square water/chemical (bee safe
chemicals advised) drum containers that have been
cut diagonally in half. The main benefit of top feeders
are that you can completely fill out a hive for winter in
1-2 feeds, but on the downside they need good bee
floats/ladders inside them otherwise a lot of bees can
drown very quickly. An ill-fitting lid can also promote
robbing as there is nothing between that hole and
the syrup, plus when left on the hive over winter they
can make it harder for weaker hives to maintain good



heat during the colder periods. The beekeeper needs
to decide if they pull them off once the hive has filled
out to a sufficient weight or leave them on. If they
leave them on then they should check the hives over
winter as the bees may sometimes use more of their
stores keeping warm.

Common types of frame feeder.
A fast and easy way to top feed. A painted timber box and bigger
floats/ladders (for the bees to get out) works best.

Entrance feeders are generally smaller volume
bottles or containers, are not always robber proof and
can attract ants. They are great for building nucs and
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stimulating hives, but need to be serviced frequently
and may be knocked over/out by animals, birds and
reptiles etc.

Lid feeders (accessing the hive through a hole in the
lid) are small-medium volume and may require the
use of a different specialized lid or have a permanent
cap/bung in your normal lid, which may pose other
issues over time. Livestock and other animals
sometimes disturb exposed lid feeders.

Open feeding is very popular with some commercial
operators and is a legally permitted activity in NSW.
Stock feed tubs, cut down 1000 liter IBC/Pelicons
and 200 liter drums are commonly used containers.
The main considerations are that open feeders allow
ALL bees (and potentially livestock and animals) in
the area to access the syrup, which means that your
stronger hives will get more of it and the smaller/
weaker ones less, plus any other nearby managed or
feral bees colonies will also be feeding from it. Due to
the high density of bees this can pose some risk as
far as potential pest and disease spread (especially if
we had Varroa), plus there can be a lot of competition
and fighting between bees. Fighting between bees
tends to cause increased losses and is normally
seen at robbing events.

Open feeders often end up with a lot of dead,
drowned, injured or sickly bees in and around them.
Whilst this may look very concerning it may simply
also be a representation of the normal losses that
field bees suffer daily due to wear and tear, old
age and Nosema etc., except that instead of their
bodies being spread over many kilometers of nectar
resource the feeder is the one and only “nectar flow”
so the localized numbers are high. On a normal day a
strong bee hive could lose up to 1000 field bees, so if
you have a few thousand dead bees around an open
feeder servicing many hives then those numbers are
not concerning.

It may be advisable to fence off open feeders from
larger animals and reduce access to birds/animals
by using a mesh/tin lid. Reduce the impact of rain
events by partially covering the container and have
lots of bee ladders like dry tree branches, straw,
timber frames, shade-cloth, Styrofoam and corflute
etc. so that most of the bees can crawl out.

With regards to density of sugar syrup used there are
also a few considerations. Heavy sugar syrup made
up with up to 2-2.25 parts sugar to 1 part water (which
may weigh up to 1.4kg per liter) is the best for adding
weight directly to a bee hive, and you will achieve the
desired target in less feedings and have less overall
“stimulation” of the beehive.

The standard 1:1 sugar syrup is great for stimulating
bees, but a much larger volume is required to get
them up to a heavy winter weight.

The normal opinion is that all grades up to heavy
sugar syrup are best fed directly into a hive and
open feeding should only be done with lighter grade
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syrups, as the heavier syrups have been known to
later promote robbing when fed externally.

Overstimulating a beehive going into a winter
hibernation is detrimental, whereas if you wanted
to increase bee strength in preparation for a winter
honey flow starting in a few months’ time you would
do that (plus supplement feed of pollen etc.) if nothing
is around outside.

Two scenarios for enabling your autumn brood check
in low nectar conditions are as follows;

A — You are preparing your hives for some months of
winter hibernation and would use heavier grades of
sugar syrup. On day 1 you would individually assess
the weight of each hive. Heavier hives would have
a frame feeder and 3-5L of syrup added. Strong but
lighter hives would have a top feeder and 6-10L of
syrup added. The next day brood inspections would
be started, with the frame fed hives done first (check
how much syrup they have consumed). The full brood
box should be thoroughly inspected (shaking off all
bees from each frame as you go). Depending on the
situation it may take 15-25 minutes to complete this
procedure (remembering that a full brood inspection
takes much more time than just removing honey), so
depending on hive and staff numbers you may want to
check all the frame fed hives on day 2 and then start
on the top fed hives after that (as they were supplied
more syrup and may still be working on it and so be
“happier” for longer). Upon completing each hive you
would determine how much additional syrup (if any)
they need to be fed and top them up.

B — Bees are being prepared for a winter honey
flow or will experience some other nectar flows
within coming weeks to top them up (but need to
be inspected now and are robby). These bees will
be open fed using lower density sugar syrup. Some
operators start them off on 30% sugar solution (which
is a lot thinner than 1;1 sugar syrup) and reduce this
to 25% once the bees are accustomed to the feeder,
as this keeps them happy and stops them robbing.
30% syrup equals 300grams of dissolved sugar in
every liter of final sugar solution, not by adding 300
grams to 1 liter of water, as this makes a lower density
and more than 1 liter of syrup. Easiest way to make
it up is to add 3kg sugar to 5-6 liters of water and
once dissolved make this up to 10L, or at whatever
scale you use it. This syrup can ferment quickly in
warm conditions, so only enough to sustain 1 day of
feeding is generally made and dispensed at once,
with less on the first days as they may take a while
to get the taste for it. You may be feeding these bees
regularly and so after a few days you will see them
waiting for you and your vehicle to arrive, just like
livestock being fed hay!

Once these bees are on the “flow” they will be easy to
work, but whilst doing your inspections you still need
to ensure that hives have adequate honey in the top
box, as the weaker hives are not getting as much of
this thin sugar syrup as the big hives so will not make
any surplus, and all these hives will be stimulated
to lay brood and hence consume honey. Give them
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the same thorough brood inspection as described in
scenario A.

Leaving bees on the frame makes it difficult to see AFB...
especially for older eyes that need glasses but don’t wear them!

Once the bees are off the frame you can see suspect cells much
clearer.

i

Classic roping of AFB.

It should also be noted that any “honey” derived from
sugar syrups is not real honey, but is instead a form of
adulterated/fake honey. Many Australian beekeepers
are critical of various importations of cheap foreign
honey that may be derived from various syrups
that routinely get fed to hives, so we should not be
hypocritical by extracting honey derived from our own
sugar syrup feedings. If in doubt use these “honey”
frames to support next season’s nucs etc.



Beekeepers should also consider the following;

Depending on the location and winter conditions of
your hives you may need hives to be very heavy or
somewhat lighter, so only feed as much syrup as you
really need to.

If the hives are heading to the almonds in spring (and
will be rested over winter, versus being run down on
a honey flow like Mugga Ironbark) then they will need
some honey stores to carry them right through winter,
as the high protein almond pollen will stimulate brood
production and there may also be cold snaps that
require large amounts of heat generation.

Breeding bees require the brood area to be maintained
around 35-36 degrees Celsius (which chews through
honey), whereas bees that are not rearing brood sit in
the low twenties. If your bees are located in warmer
areas where they fly a lot or are stimulated then
they may go through more honey than those kept in
cold miserable conditions where they decide not to
even fly, let alone breed up bees. Many hives have
starved out where they were overstimulated and their
metabolic expenditure from rearing brood was not
balanced out by what nectar they could bring back
in, so sometimes it is better to keep bees cold or to
check their weight and feed heavy syrup as required.

Each time you check and feed bees is more work for
you and your bees, so there are multiple points to
consider such as is it better to do nothing for longer
and let them sit idle, but not be so relaxed that you let
it go so long that they start declining or even starve
out! Adding dry sugar above the mat can be another
good insurance scheme to reduce starve outs when
you are letting hives sit idle for periods over winter,
plus checking those stores simply by lifting the lid
(and topping up if necessary) does little to disturb the
hive.

Moving bees from cold areas around the shortest
day and putting them somewhere “warmer” (lower
altitude, higher day temps etc.) will fool bees into
thinking that spring has arrived and their brood
production may start far earlier than if left in the
cold spot. You will need to consider pollen and
nectar sources in the new area and if you need to
supplement feed them to avoid a hive collapse, as
producing more bees equals more stress (Nosema,
EFB etc.) and consuming more food supplies.

Some take-home messages are;

e You should be doing a full brood inspection
on every one of your hives before winter, with
now being the best time to do it if not already
done.

e You should shake all the bees off each frame
before checking it.

e You should check every frame in the brood
box, including the outer ones that may not
have brood, as there could still be AFB infect-
ed cells sitting in those frames amongst the
pollen and honey. Finding such indicates that
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this hive may have had AFB for a while.

Have a box of matches handy and use a
match or twig to poke every sunken, overly
dark or perforated capping that you see on
EACH frame.

Hitting something hard under the capping
probably means chalkbrood, so ensure that
you record that in your daily site records too,
as that hive may struggle in spring.

If you do encounter chalkbrood then don’t
assume that all those other suspect looking
cells are also chalkbrood. They could be AFB,
so check all of them.

Feeding sugar syrup can help with brood in-
spections, adding weight for winter and also
for clearing out chalk brood mummies.

Checking your brood is an extremely impor-
tant part of being a beekeeper, so don't be
lazy in that area. What goes on down there
ultimately determines how well (or poorly)
you hive will perform, and knowing that allows
you to prevent high rates of AFB infection and
better manage all other aspects of your hives
such as drone layer/failing queens, swarming
and hive strength.

Any hives that you find with AFB should be
destroyed now (don’t be tempted to sprinkle
“‘magic powder” on them!), as you need to
prevent them becoming a biosecurity risk
later on.

Getting rid of hives with an AFB spore load
reduces your overall risk of internal transmis-
sion of AFB within your apiaries.

One cell of brood with AFB produces 2.6 BIL-
LION AFB spores, so when you consider that
it only takes 6-10 spores being fed to a very
young bee larva to cause AFB it is best to as-
sume that 1 AFB cell is confirmation that the
hive already has lots of AFB.

AFB spores are very hardy and can survive
for 40-60 years.

When spores are ingested by a young bee
larva (which is initially being fed royal jelly by
nurse bees) it reactivates the bacteria and it
starts multiplying in their gut.

Older bee larvae need to ingest far higher
numbers of AFB spores (1000+) to become
infected, and they also develop further under
the capped cell before dying. As such they
will sometimes have developed a tongue that
is left in the top of the cell. Finding this and/or
scale indicate a longer term infection and far
higher spore count within the hive.

OTC (aka Terramycin, “powder” etc.) does
not kill AFB spores and OTC will not cure AFB
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in a hive. It only stops AFB’s brood killing ef-
fects for a little while and your hive will still
come down with active AFB again!

e If hives have AFB then its best to destroy
the bee colony and burn and/or irradiate the
equipment.

e Prevention works better than a cure for AFB,
so remove and destroy AFB infected hives
early on and don’t allow the AFB spore count
to increase by allowing the hive to live longer
and die out later.

o Barrier Systems greatly assist with reducing
internal AFB transmission within apiaries/op-
erations.

e Any weaker hives should be identified and
noted in your records, and if necessary re-
duced to a single box with a small entrance
(to be re-queened in spring) or united onto a
stronger hive if the queen is suspect.

o It is often better getting rid of the weakest
hives right now, as they will generally struggle
in winter and the resulting robbed dead-outs
may cause disease issues for the rest of your
hives in late winter-spring.

e Don’t take any of your weak hives to the al-
monds...nobody wants them there!

Burning suspect brood frames is a regular activity for some
beekeepers. Ensure that you have a fire permit if required and
fire-fighting equipment.

Finding this amount of scale indicates a long term unmanaged
AFB infection. Regularly inspected hives should not have this
advanced condition.
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Don’t think that AFB is only seen in bad brood. This very strong
hive had a number of AFB cells in what was generally a well laid
brood box.

RO Y

| wish you the best with your autumn brood checks
and hope that you find all your AFB infected hives
and deal with them now. It is relatively easy to breed
bees, so you are doing yourself a great service by
getting rid of the diseased hives now, burning the
junk and irradiating the good gear over winter and
using those clean pre-loved frames in your new splits
from healthy colonies in spring as part of your swarm
management. Irradiated frames have no AFB, EFB,
Chalkbrood or Nosema, so they are really well liked
by bees and promote quick build-up.

BOLT course & change of details

For NSW registered commercial beekeepers (with 50
hives or more) who would like to do the Biosecurity
for Beekeepers BOLT online course but have not yet
received a code from me (to do it at no cost) please
send me an e-mail to rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
listing your brand, individual or company name and |
will get this out to you.

For all beekeepers use the following link to access
the course. https://honeybee.canopihr.com.au

Barrier Systems & AFB management

Any NSW registered commercial beekeepers who
would like assistance in setting up a barrier system
within their operation or whom have AFB issues that
they would like help in minimizing please contact me
at rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au or call 0438 677 195.

Don’t feel embarrassed or ashamed about contacting
me...l will not judge you on the past and am here
to help you with your beekeeping future, so | look
forward hearing from you.
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SA BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

2 Gawler River Rd, Lewiston SA 5501

Food Grade Plastic Foundations
Full Depth - W.S.P - Manley
Mahurangi Frames to suit
8Fr & 10Fr W/Wire excluders

Beautifully made
Heavy Duty Hive-locks
Discount on pallet lots

Gary & Cynthia Brown
Ph/Fax: (08) 8380 9695
Mob: 0429 806 609
Email: beekeep2@bigpond.com.au

AIR CTI

120 WALHALLA ROAD

MOE VIC 3825 AUSTRALIA

PH: 03 5127 6128 Sales: 0437 517 423
Made In AIRCTI
Australia www.aircti.com
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PLAS

Australia

BEEP

Plastic Beehive Components
Made in Australia by Max Cane Apiaries

FULL DEPTH FOUNDATION SHEETS

* Made in Australia for Australian conditions

« Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
* Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
* Natural cell size

* Mitred bottom corners

+6mm engagement tongue

Std colour Black, Natural, Beige and Red
Other colours available with large orders (5000+)

Also available:
Beetek Plastic Frames (Made in NZ)
FD & WSP Black and White

Contact:

MAX CANE APIARIES
9 McGibbony Crt, Ararat, Vic, Australia
Ph 03 53 522995 Mob 0427 501 551

. ABN 65561108 274

CUSHION YOUR RIDE WITH AIR CTI
EXTRA TRACTION WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST

Get In, Get the Job Done, And Get Out
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Adjust Tyre Pressure on the Run for Smoother Ride & Better Traction




BEE ENGINEERING Manufacturers of

MANUFACTURERS OF Wire Queen Excluders
Tobin Escape Board Corners

ngmmna ™ Gal Lid Covers
Metal Vents

BEEKEEPING MACHINES

Tobin Hive Tools
WE SPECIALISE IN(")I‘FI:IE MANUFACTURE Gal Cut tO Size
STAINLESS STEEL
UNCAPPERS AND DEBOXERS COTTESBROOK HONEY
6 MODELS OF UNCAPPERS
TO SUIT EVERY APPLICATION David and Tracey Parker
DEBOXERS Fitzgeralds Mt Blayney 2799

Ph: 02 6368 5889

TO SUIT ALL BOX AND FRAME SIZES
Fax: 02 6368 5989

Phone (08) 9259 0676 Email: cotbrook7@bigpond.com
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com : : .
PO Box 126 Parkwood This business was previously

Western Australia 6147 owned by EC Tobin and Son

They know me.
They know my farm.

That’s why I’'m
insured with WFI.

’ At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your
business and how it operates. Because when we get to
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

backed by@ To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 .
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI). farm insurance
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B-QUAL Industry Ownéd Quality.Assurant:e System

Train at home with a self-paced learning education program
How does B-QUAL Certification benefit my business?

= Product integrity

Quality Assurance

HACCP based certification
Regulatory Compliance

Industry best practice

Biosecurity

Access to domestic & export markets

B-QUAL Certification also enables an enterprise to
market its product under the B-QUAL logo to

show that it meets the B-QUAL LAY Y
Industry Standards. B K
" For more Information
t‘gnl’a\ct Q“%L‘Qe&lcilon\
\| ﬁ \ \ \ bqﬁﬂwgfny:az\
L AL Pty Lt
IR o ‘w 'w w K 5 9 n&(d %%ism
N A D llﬂ?l bqual@ausquakgg au]
AN \ \ \. \T;fLFreeNum r
OQ’BN 0@
O Y <2
AUSTRALIAN EXPORTERS
ABN 96 078 192 300
Prices include GST:
| $30.50 each
11-49 i, $28.00 each
50-100.....ccieieeeennn. $26.00 each

OVER 100 (in total) .... $25.50 each
200 and over - Discounts apply

Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908
Package bees available October to March...
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799
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Sugar Shake

Month

Sugar Shake Month — test your hives in April

Sugar shake month is an initiative of NSW DPI
and the Amateur Beekeepers’ Association.

The aim of the program is to increase
surveillance of exotic external parasites such as
braula fly, varroa mite and tropilaelaps mite.

Varroa and tropilaelaps have not been detected
in Australia. Braula fly is present in Tasmania
but not on mainland Australia.

Sugar shaking bees is a technique used to
detect these parasites. It is a quick and easy
field procedure that does not kill the bees. The
method is based on coating bees with icing
sugar, which dislodges parasites from the bee.

Sugar shake kits will be supplied to branches
of the Amateur Beekeepers’ Association and
members encouraged to test their hives and
report their results.

Sugar shake results will be also used to support
access to our export markets for live bees.

If you are interested in joining our network of
sugar shake volunteers, please contact NSW
DPI Bee Biosecurity Officer (Surveillance) Mark
Page or Emma Cottage.

For more information about bee biosecurity and
exotic bee pests, please see the website www.
dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees

If you suspect that you have
seen any exotic bee pest,
please call the Exotic Plant
Pest hotline on 1800 084 881
immediately.



Could this be happening to your beehives?

Disease in bee equipment can be a major problem
if left untreated.

The devastating effect diseases such as American
and European Foulbrood can cause is a constant
& concern for beekeepers.

s reatment using Gamma Irradiation is a well

M established and proven method for eliminating

| pathogens from bee equipment and killing all
forms of insect and pest contamination.

Irradiation also assists with increasing honey yield.

Is sterilisation a key step in your production process?

Gamma Irradiation provides the most effective sterilisation solution for
manufacturers of medicinal honey products.

Sterilisation ensures a quality product that meets all regulatory and business
requirements.

Steritech has been a provider of Gamma Irradiation services to the medicinal
honey industry for many years. Using our expertise and knowledge we can
assist you with your sterilisation requirements.

YOU CAN RELY ON IRRADIATION —YOU CAN RELY ON STERITECH

Your bees are calling out to you!

Steritech has been providing Gamma
Irradiation to the beekeeping industry for

Innovation is driven from ideas

The concept of using irradiation in the beekeeping industry
all started with an idea on how to do things a bit differently.

many years. In fact, the irradiation of bee
equipment was pioneered in Australia! We are constantly trying to develop ways to utilise our

processes to help your industry in lots of new ways.
Whether our service is used to eliminate

current contamination or is used as a
preventative measure,
N Steritech is always happy
to help our beekeepers.

But without your ideas and input, gamma irradiation would not
be where it is today.

Come and share your thoughts and ideas
with us. You could hold the key to
developing a new application that could =
alter the beekeeping industry forever.

From beehives to medical
\ applications, Steritech
® is there for you.
Serhieet e o ol Please contact us about any inspirational ideas you have
member of the NSWAA

Steritech ww.steritech.com.au
- e

STERITECH NSW
Jamie Crighton
National Business Development Manager
Tel: 02 8785 4400
Email: jerighton@steritech.com.au

STERITECH QLD
Glenn Robertson
QLD General Manager
Tel: 07 3293 1566
Email: grobertson@steritech.com.au

STERITECH VIC
Raymond Bryden
VIC Sales Executive
Tel: 03 8726 5566
Email: rbryden@steritech.com.au
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Bee a Berringa

Beekeeper...

You are probably asking yourself “Why should | supply Berringa?” It's a fair question and it
deserves a good answer. So here are some of the reasons we think you
should bee a Berringa Beekeeper:

¢ Berringa is 100% Australian owned and operated.
¢ Berringa only source 100% Australian honey and we believe that
Australian honey is unbeatable (from Eucalyptus to “Super Manuka”).
¢ No harvest is too small.
¢ Al Manuka is independently tested.
“¢ Payment made based on these independent laboratory results.
¢ Berringa’s quality standards include ACO, Codex, BSafe and TGA.
¢ We care about our beekeepers. Drums and IBC's
are supplied free, to your farm gate.
M¥ You can be part of a company who drives Australian honey
in markets internationally as well as domestically.

Bee a Berringa Beekeeper -
Talk to our friendly Procurement and Supply Team today.

Australian Organic Honey Company Pty. Ltd.

Contact:
Geoff Lord - Procurement Manager
m: +61 417 598 201 t:+61 3 8456 3543
e: geoff.lord@berringa.com
Customer Service
t: +61 3 8456 3543 e:beekeepers@berringa.com
berringa.com

BERRINGA

SO

Australian Organic Honey Company Pty Ltd
Unit 10, 198 Beavers Road, Northcote VIC 3070, Australia

3 ; - ’ - _
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WOODWORKS
ALL AUSTRALIAN HOOP PINE
FRAMES BI?IPBES
T CLoARER
IDEALS BOTTOM

HONEY COMB BOARDS
QUEEN CAGES RISERS & MORE
Contact: Phil Kethel
15 Crawford Close Bellingen NSW 2454
Ph/Fax: (02) 6655 1385
Mobile: 0428 960 917
Email: philkhydescreekww(@bigpond.com

5 >
A home fit for a Queen R
ﬂve your bees the best &2
stralian owned & manufactured N7
Quality Hoop Pine @ N

Manufacturers of Quality Woodware
from Australian-Grown Hoop Pine

+ Phone, Email and Bulk Orders welcomed
+ Postage and freight options available

+ Buying all grades of wax
+ Large range of beekeeping supplies

Hansfocining & 6P

806 River Road Shed 9B Industrial Avenue
Kingaroy Q 4610 Morayfield Q 4125
Main 0427 946 614 Main 0484 598 580

0429 130 167
bbeesupplies@bordernet.com.au

0411 251 901
bbeesuppliesmorayfield@hotmail.com

Website: www.burnettheekeepingsupplies.com.au
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DEMISE™

Tarmite Datgction and Elimination Systam

DIY TERMITE BAIT STATIONS
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* Yory low toxdcity to humans and pets
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TOPBAIT™ PLUS

FOR THE CONTROL OF COCKROACHES AND

S$MALL HIVE BEETLE

Our APES Trepa In conjunction with sither our

SiHoky Boards or New Topball Pium will halp
jpurt youl el in contrel of your hives again.
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AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY
- COUNCIL INC (AHBIC)

ADULTERATED BEESWAX

For some time now AHBIC has been concerned
that beeswax being imported into Australia may be
adulterated and may contain chemical residues.
AHBIC obtained some beeswax blocks, originating
from Malaysia, being sold by a major hardware
chain and arranged to have it analysed. It came
back as 100% paraffin wax. AHBIC has advised the
chain concerned and also passed the information
onto the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission.

There was also some beeswax foundation which
originated from China. Analysis of this showed it to
be 84.9% paraffin. The suppliers from China had
been claiming that it was 100% beeswax but upon
further enquiry and being fronted with the results
admitted they do add paraffin, they say at 1 or 2%.
The same batch was also analysed for chemical
residues by a different person and the results came
back with residues of chemicals that are used for
varroa treatments.

AHBIC has made representation to the Department
of Agriculture and Water Resources and, as a result
of these developments, AHBIC is requesting that
all imports of beeswax into Australia should be
analysed for adulteration and chemical residues.

APIMONDIA 2019

Information on Apimondia 2019 in Montreal Canada
is available on their website
http://www.apimondia2019.com/

QUEEN BEES TO LEBANON

The Department of Agriculture and Water
Resources (DAWR) have just received confirmation
from Lebanon that the proposed updated health
certification for the export of queen bees has been
accepted. The import requirements for queen bees
to Lebanon are available on MICoR
https://micor.agriculture.gov.au/liveanimals/Pages/
lebanon/queen-bees.aspx

If this is a market you're interested in for exporting
queen honey bees, the regional departmental
veterinary officers from DAWR will be able to assist
you.

AUSTRALIAN MANUKA HONEY ASSOCIATION

A letter from Paul Callander from the Australian
Manuka Honey Association for your consideration.

Dear Colleagues

As many of you know, we have now formally created
the Australian Manuka Honey Association (AMHA),
establishing it as the leading national body for the
production and promotion of Manuka honey in Australia.

UPDATE

In response to requests made by beekeepers, we have
now set a two-tiered membership fee for producers as
follows:

Up to and including 400 hives - $350 plus GST

401 + hives - $750 plus GST.

Our mission statement is simple:
To protect and promote the global appeal and awareness
of Manuka honey produced in Australia.

AMHA objectives are to:

- Foster the growth of our local Manuka honey industry
and the sale of Australian Manuka honey internationally

- Provide authenticity to all Australian produced Manuka
honey

- Support scientific research of Australian Manuka honey
and its uses

- Increase the knowledge and understanding of the
properties of Australian Manuka honey

- Restrict international naming or market rights to Manuka
honey

- Protect and promote Australian Leptospermum species
plant material

- Represent Australian Manuka producers and packers
through one common organisation

- Advocate for the interests of our industry in
administrative and legislative matters

The first and most important action we are taking as
the AMHA is to defend the AUSTRALIAN RIGHT TO
USE THE NAME “MANUKA”.

At present we are engaged in defending an attempt

by New Zealand which is trying to trademark the word
“Manuka” exclusively for themselves.

Manuka (Leptospermum spp.) is a native Australian plant
genus that evolved in Australia. Manuka is a descriptive
term for something that is found in both Australia and
New Zealand.

The group has assembled a panel of industry authorities
including leading scientific experts, the Honeybee Co-
operative Research Centre (CRC HBP), Australian
Government Intellectual Property (IP) Officials, the
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) and a
legal team to lead the charge in protecting Australia’s
right to promote its native Manuka honey.

Our collective mission is to formally oppose any attempts
to monopolise international naming or market rights,
support each other and promote the Australian Manuka
industry.

We need your help urgently: By joining the AMHA
now you can help fund this important initiative.
Please log onto the AMHA website www.
manukaaustralia.org.au and complete the
Membership application.

Many thanks

Paul Callander

Chairman

Australian Manuka Honey Association Ltd
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The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment
& stainless steel manufacturing. Creating the largest
Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

Horizontal Extractors
+ 36 to 60 frame 3 bank - 48 to 144 frame 4 bank
- 198 frame 6 bank « Twin Systems
- Automated self loading machines

» Wax Melters - 200 Itr to 750 Itr
» Reducers - 1200 to 1800
» Capping spinner « S/S vane pumps
» Centrifuge . Heat exchange
» Storage tanks « Mixing/heating tanks

restige
tainléss

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P: +6135859 1492 -F:+61 3 5859 1495
E: info@prestigestainless.com

www.prestigestainless.com.au

THE POLLEN SUBSTITUTE THAT
WORKS!

The only product that closely
emulates natural pollen for better hive
development

100% natural plant products, contains no
pollen or hive products
Doubles brood rearing

Doubles colony population
Doubles Honey Crop
Use it for hives going into pollination
Use it to build strong Nucs

David & Tracey Parker
(02) 6368 5889

cotbrook7@bigpond.com
Dave 0428829237

www.feedbee.com
The proof is in the results!
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BEECHWORTH
HONEY

Beechworth Honey now
sourcing Australian
Beeswax direct from

beekeepers

A Grade Quality Australian Beeswax

Please contact Steven Goldsworthy
Mobile: 0419 559 242 - Office: 02 6033 2322

=

(OO% %MM Muza aﬁwoas\

The Revolutionary

BLUEBEES Brood Box Bottom Boards
for 8 to 10 Frame Hives
wwwbluabaas.comau

“Prevention is Better Than Cure”

CHEMICAL FREE - Pests become resistant

to pesticides, bees suffer, honey & wax are polluted.
Bluebees Boards curtail chemical use, your honey remains natural!

o Supresses humidity & deprives the Small Hive Beetle
(SHB) breeding conditions in the hive

o Facilitates dry & clean hives with strong & healthy bees,
best bottom board for pollination

o Empowers bees to hunt & eject interloping pests such as:
SHB, Wax Moth & Varroa - (not yet in Australia), as well
as debris from the hive

Made in Australia to Professional Beekeeper Standards
Winner 2012 - Bendigo Inventor Award for
Agriculture and Environment Sustainability

Contact: J-Pierre Mercader (Proprietor) Phone: 0412 541 060

Email: jpm@bluebees.com.au Website: www.bluebees.com.au

Protected by The Australian Federal Government IP Design 14221/2010 & 14222/2010. Extended till November 2020.
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Supporting Aussie
Beekeepers Since 1953
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For more than 60 years Capilano Honey has grown from a small beekeeping cooperative into Australia’s an
of the world’s largest honey packing companies. Domestic and international demand for Capilano branded honey
is very strong and we are actively seeking to expand our supplier network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax
from new and existing beekeepers. Capilano Honey does not require suppliers to be shareholders in order to
conduct business, so give us a call to discuss your interest in supplying Capilano.

Contact: Ben McKee Contact: Bill Winner Contact: Michael Bellman
Managing Director Beekeeper Services Manager Branch Manager, Western Australia
Phone: 1800 350 977 Phone: 1800 350 977 Phone: 1800 350 977
Fax: (07) 3712 8285 Fax: (07) 3712 8285 Fax: (08) 9271 1025
Email: b.mckee@capilano.com.au Email: b.winner@capilano.com.au Email: m.bellman@capilano.com.au

Australia’s favourite honey, naturally! -
www.capilano.com.au
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AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL

For beekeeping information read
The American Bee Journal
Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material,
including questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00
Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2" Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324  Fax: (217) 847 3660
Email: abj@dadant.com
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com
The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE

The Magazine of American Beekeeping
Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.
Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas
For more information and a free sample copy
Contact: The Editor
PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE BUZZ!

South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter
Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA

(minimum subs $88.00)

For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA

1 Parma Street, Pt Broughton SA 5522

Phone: (08) 8635 2257
Email: secretary(@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER

Bi-monthly newsletter for
The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney
Email: susancarney@me.com

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc. - www.
nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions: Pauline Downie
PO Box 25207 Wellington 6146 New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254
Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising: Certa Solutions
PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515
Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz
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AIR CTI

Apiary Cots

Aussie Hives

Australian Queen Bee Exporters

Australian Queen Bee Line Pty Ltd

Avant Equipment

Bee Engineering
Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd
BeePlas Australia

Berringa

Blue Bees Producers
B-QUAL Australia Pty Ltd
Browns Bees Australia
Burnett Bee Keeping Supplies
Capilano Honey Ltd
Clayton Plastics

CNR Insurance Brokers
Cottesbrook Honey

Covey Queens

Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies
Demise

Denmar Apiaries
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Ezyloader

FeedBee

Gustare

Honey Down Under

Honey Wanted

Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies
Hummerbee Forklifts
Hunter Valley Apiaries
Hydes Creek Woodworks
Lyson Beekeeping Supplies
NUPLAS - Plastic Hives
Penders Beekeeping Supplies
Prestige Stainless
Printfresh

SA Beekeeping Supplies
SCHUTZ

Simons Boiler Co
Spitwater

Steritech Pty Ltd

Superbee

Top Bait Plus

Valley Industries Ltd

WFI Insurance
www.candlemaking.com.au

38
29
16
40
16

39
44
38
42
44
40
21
42
45

39

29
42

21

44
15

11
31

12
42
18
24/25

44
36
38
48
15
30
41
47
42
15
39
11




CONTACT US TO REQUEST A QUOTE OR BOOK A DELIVERY T. 02 6851 1155
BEN SMITH - E. ben@superbee.com.au

PAYMENT IN 30 DAYS OR LESS

Bee Wonderful Pty Ltd

ABN. 37113 160 571

Cnr Newell Hwy & Landrace Rd
Forbes NSW 2871

T. (02) 6851 1155

E (02) 6851 1177

www.superbee.com.au
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Why is the honey industry
attracted to SCHUTZ IBCs?

y e

T

D Efficient 1,000ltr capacity, easy to stack.

D EVOH barrier layer extends shelf life for food and
beverage products and protects against permeation
of oxygen, carbon dioxide and other gases.

D Manufactured in a ‘clean room’ environment.

D FDA, HACCP, KOSHER and HALAL Approved
for food products.



