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Prices effective from May 2021

UNTESTED

1-10 .......... $34.00 each
11-49 ........ $30.00 cach
50+ ...cceueee. $26.00 cach Join now

and isolated mated breeders = $600.00

TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add 34 Per Queen

PAYMENT BY: Cheque or Direct Debit
Details on ordering

PO Box 99 WONDAI Queensland 4606
Phone: 0448 690 064 Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

A home fit for a Queen

st & atcared Paraffin + Microcrystalline wax
i e , Hot dipping with a 50/50 mix of paraffin and microcrystalline
is an efficient steriliser and protector against rot.

f ) % PROTECT YOUR BEEHIVES WITH WAX!

cw /‘

Manufacturers of Quality Woodware

from Australian-Grown Hoop Pine bulk wax at wholesale prices!!

View the full product range on-line

» Buying all grades of wax + Phone, Email and Bulk Orders welcomed *WAX *moulds *wicks *tea light cups *wicks and more...
+ Large range of beekeeping supplies + Postage and freight options available
MMW%"‘”""W& Supply Supply (uitle? www.candlemaking.com.au 4/
',\
806 River Road @ Shed 9B Industrial Avenue 02 9653 3600 I~
Kingaroy Q 4610 Morayfield Q 4125
Main 0427 946 614 Main 0484 598 580
0429 130 167 0411 251 901 Personal shoppers welcome
bbeesupplies@bordernet.com.au bbeesuppliesmorayfield@hotmail.com at our warehouse in Arcadia, in Sydney’s rural north.
Website: www.burnettbeekeepingsupplies.com.au Always interested in purchasing local beeswax.

HONEY Honey & Beeswax for sale?
“ d Call us for a quote
0wn “ e Phone 07 3271 2830 Fax 07 3376 0017
) Mobile 0418 786 158
LLoyd & Dawn Smith 136 Mica Street, Carole Park QId 4300
Committed to maximising returns to beekeepers Email: hdunder@bigpond.net.au

Cover: Vale - Noel Chuck
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The Association Membership year runs
from: 1 March to 28 February
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0 to 10 hives $100.00 1 vote
11to 200 hives $200.00 2 votes
201 to 400 hives $300.00 4 votes
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700+  $1.00 per hive 8 votes
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Provide strong representation to Government

Membership Badge

Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers

Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News the NSWAA
bi-monthly Journal & FREE classified advertisement in Journal

» Annual State Conference & Trade/Field Days

Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA Branches

Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers and NSW DPI
representatives at meetings, workshops and conferences

WFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata - 1300 934
934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ Association
(NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let your local Area
Manager know that you are a member to receive this benefit for
the Association. - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417 943 451 E: jane.
jones@wfi.com.au

SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members’ rate
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AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)

Chairman: Trevor Weatherhead Executive Director: Helen Goodall
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Mailing address: PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614
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Annelies McGaw Manager
Ph: 02 6923 6913| 0407 987 738 Email: Annelies.McGaw(@agrifutures.com.au Website: www.agrifutures.com.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary: Mr Richard Simms, 40 Kyle Rd Murwillumbah NSW 2484 Ph: 0468 481 768 Email: AQBBA21@gmail.com
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Secretary: Mrs Debbie Porter, 135 Eusdale Road Yetholme NSW 2795 Ph: 02 6337 5383 Email: debbie.porter3@hotmail.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary: Mr Ross Christiansen Email: ross@superbee.com.au
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As this is my first Presidents report, I will take this
opportunity to thank the following people.

Firstly, to Neil Bingley who initially encouraged me to
nominate for the executive, Neil has been a great leader
and mentor. Neil spent many years on the executive and

I congratulate him on his life membership. To Stephen
Targett who has also been a great leader and has achieved
a lot in regards to funding and rebates for beekeepers
particularly during the drought and bushfires.

I look forward to working with the current executive,
I feel that we have a healthy combination of skills and
experience.

By the time you read this the annual almond pollination
will be well underway. It’s estimated that 277000 hives
will be required. Please keep up to date with Covid
travel requirements, travel safely and keep the public’s
safety in mind. Things like netting loads in daylight and
fuelling up before loading bees. The wet weather is sure
to present its own challenges.

The biggest single issue that we’re hearing from members
is problems to do with the BPass system. Your Executive,
led by Stephen Fuller (Resources Chair) are working on
this talking to and organising meetings with the relevant
departments. We ask that as you have problems arise that
you email the details through to our secretary information
regarding your problem, what action you’ve taken to
rectify and the response that you are receiving.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The Branch structure is very important, we are asking
Branch secretaries to inform us via email of upcoming
Branch meetings as soon as dates are set. It is our goal for
each Branch to have an Executive member not from their
branch to attend at least one meeting per year. This may
be difficult under Covid restrictions but well endeavour to
accomplish this.

Our next Executive meeting will be in Dubbo on the

23" of August. We then plan to hold a meeting in Tocal
in November. Then in February a meeting is planned

for Tamworth, at this meeting each Branch will be
invited to have two executive members and one up and
coming member attend. This will allow the Branch
Representatives to observe and discuss issues of concern.

The Executive is well aware of the importance of
Honeyland in promoting Australian Honey to the

Public. We have set up a subcommittee Chaired by Ray
Hull along with Debbie Porter. They will aim to have
Honeyland returned to the Woolworths Dome. We ask
that Branches and members start considering the donation
of honey for the 2022 event. We are looking for 5 straight
line honeys, 1000kg of each.

Spring looks like it will be a busy time, most areas of the
state have received good rainfall, large areas of canola are
planted, it is also forecast to be wetter than average.

Stay safe
Steve Cunial
President NSWAA

NSWAA Executive Resposibilities

Steve Cunial Brian Woolfe Stephen Fuller Therese Ray Hull Bianca Giggins
Kershaw
NSWAA NSWAA Vice NSWAA NSWAA NSW DPI
President President Executive NSWAA Executive Advisor
Councillor Executive Councillor
Councillor
Trade Show
Finance ; Honeyland AHBIC
Biosecurity Resources Sponsorship Education
State Conference . . .
Biosecurity Committee
Finance
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EVERYONE HAS A STORY

Sponsored by
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ECROTEK

Keeping ahead

History about your bee operation

Australia’s Honeybee News July - August 2021 6



AUSTRALIA’S NO.1
BEEKEEPING LOADER

AANT

Compact Articulated Loaders

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd

Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800 686 ‘mﬁ

411 to organise your obligation free demo! A
Made in Finland

v~ Ability to load the truck from
one side using telescopic boom

v’ Huge lifting capacity up to
1500kg

v~ Park sideways across truck

v~ Optional air-conditioned cabin

v~ Self Levelling Boom

v~ Prompt delivery Australia wide

v~ Allterrain 4wd with
outstanding stability

v~ Backed by a Family business for
over 25 years

v~ Save time and man power

v~ Easy to access and operate

v~ Over 200 attachments

v~ Easy finance options available

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com |
www.avantequipment.com
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NSWAA
Honour Roll 2021

Ecrotek
Select Harvests
Oz Armour

Lockwood Beekeeping
Supplies

Browns Bees
Australia Pty Ltd

Olam Orchards
Australia Pty Ltd

Steritech Pty Ltd

Hornsby Beekeeping
Supplies

Australian Rainforest
Honey Pty Ltd

Dalrymple View
Apiary Supplies

Hive and Wellness
Australia

AgriFutures Australia

WFI

Working together

supporting each other
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Steam

For decapping, extractors,
wax reducer & wash down

Fully Automatic
Electric Steam Boilers

Model shown ranges
from 3kW to 42kW

H Steam output from
5.7 to 66.8kg/hr.

B Models range from
1/3 h.p. (3kW) to
48 h.p. (480kW).

''''''''

Advantages

B Fast steam raising

B Compactly packaged &
self contained, no plant
room required

W 99% Thermal efficiency

B Low capital & low
installation costs

B No boiler attendant
required
(state regulations may
limit maximum capacity)

B Simple installation
requires only connection
of water & electricity

B No flue - no fire
- no risk of explosion
- no fumes or smell

B No oil storage tank
- no oil deliveries

Bl Clean equipment
& work area

N
\.\
®

< SIMONS

BOILERS

1/33 Maddox Street
Alexandria NSW 2015

Ph: (02) 8338 8660
Fax: (02) 8338 8661

www.simonshoilercom.au

B Can be installed adjacent
to steam appliance in
workspace

M Quiet & reliable operation
- low maintenance cost

Bl Simple to operate
& maintain - no sophis-
ticated burner/ignition/
draft controls - no fire
brick maintenance

B Corrosion resistant, no
tubes, gussets or stays -
no heat transfer surfaces

B Low heating element
replacement cost

M All spare parts available
ex stock

B Comprehensive
operating & maintenance
instructions, wiring
& piping diagrams
accompany each boiler

Australian family owned
company Est.1932

144 Colchester Road
Bayswater North VIC 3153

ph: (03] 9462 6700
Agents in all other states



Visit our new website
wwur.hummerbee.com
to learn about all of our
other available models:

Rough Terrain Forklifts XRT XL XT,,

The classic Hummerbee
just got even better...

TURBO II

The Hummerbee Turbo is now more
powerful, smoother, and faster than ever.
Nouw featuring 56 hp being produced by
a Tier 4 emissions compliant, Kohler
turbo diesel engine. Diesel exhaust fluid
is NOT required.

More pouler, a new maintenance - free
articulation joint, easy to use joystick
mast controls, digital gauge display, a
quieter, redesigned transfer case, and
the highest lift capacity in its class while
being even more compact than before,
malke the Turbo Il the most exciting
Hummerbee yet.

A& O

FORKUFT

www.hummerbee.com Call A&O Forklift to order today
800-943-8677
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‘Jenny Aitchison MP o Gl e

25 June 2021

Mr Steve Cunial

NSW Apiarists’ Association
PO Box 117

Narellan NSW 2567

Dear Mr Cunial

NSW Members of Parliament have the opportunity to acknowledge exceptional service to our
community in the form of Community Recognition Notices, which are tabled and then recorded in
the Hansard of the Legislative Assembly of the NSW Parliament.

On 8 June 2021, in the chamber of the Legislative Assembly of the NSW Parliament, | recognised
World Bee Day.

Please find attached a copy of my Community Recognition Notice. You can also find this Notice in
the Hansard of NSW Parliament at www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/hansard.

Thank you for your positive contribution to our community.

If I can be of any assistance with State matters in the future, please contact my office on 4933 1617
or by email maitland@parliament.nsw.gov.au.

Yours sincerely,

Jenny Aitchison MP
Member for Maitland

Shadow Minister for Regional Transport & Roads
EO Ref: BH

Office: 2/12 Elgin Street, Maitland NSW 2320 Phone: 02 4933 1617 Email: maitland@parliament.nsw.gov.au !




PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

FIRST SESSION OF THE FIFTY-SEVENTH PARLIAMENT

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION STATEMENT

8 June 2021

WORLD BEE DAY

Ms JENNY AITCHISON (Maitland) World Bee Day was the 20th of May, and it is
incumbent on all of us to recognise how crucial the Bee Industry is to agriculture
not just in NSW but across the world.

NSW is the largest honey producer in Australia, contributing around $36 million per
year to the state's economy, through the production of honey, bees wax and other
products. The pollination of our crops keeps us and our livestock alive, and the
value of these services to our economy is estimated to be around $5 billion per
year. With an estimated 9,809 hives reported to have been lost during the 2019/20
bushfire season the number of bees lost is inestimable. In addition, the severe
drought beforehand, and floods have aiso impacted on the industry.

World Bee Day provides our local communities with the opportunity to start a
conversation about the importance of bees, and to acknowledge that their survival
is vital to our own survival. On a local level | urge everyone to look up and plant
some bee-attracting plants in their gardens or if you are on the land, offer a site for
an apiarist so we can all support the bees!
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Bee Build

It does what is says—Builds BEES
A Complete Pollen Replacement based on

Scientific Honeybee Industry Research
(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054)

Visit www.beebuild.com.au
for full story and how to feed.
Available in 5kg, 10kg, 20kg or 25kg

Bee Build Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg
Bee Boost: 500g—a probiotic for bees

Enquiries and Sales Contact:
Robert & Melissa Dewar
Ph: (07) 5463 5513
www.beebuild.com.au

FACTORY DIRECT
Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

Plastic Beehive Components

+ Made in Australia for Australian conditions

- Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
« Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
« Natural cell size

« Mitred bottom corners

- 6mm engagement tongue

Buy NOW!! IN-STORE or ONLINE www.danbar.com.au

Contact:

Danbar Plastics
sales@danbar.com.au
Ph: (03) 5382 4740

AUSTRALIAN EXPORTERS
ABN 96 078 192 300
Queen Bees
Prices include GST:
1-10 e, $33.50 each
11-49 i $31.00 each
50-100.....ienneenn. $29.00 each

OVER 100 (in total) .... $28.50 each
200 and over - Discounts apply

Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: agbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799

BEE ENGINEERING

MANUFACTURERS OF

BEEKEEPING MACHINES

WE SPECIALISE IN THE MANUFACTURE
OF

STAINLESS STEEL
UNCAPPERS AND DEBOXERS
6 MODELS OF UNCAPPERS
TO SUIT EVERY APPLICATION
DEBOXERS
TO SUIT ALL BOX AND FRAME SIZES

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com
PO Box 126 Parkwood
Western Australia 6147
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NSWAA Conference Survey

Thank you to all those that completed the survey. While
the results are not a true reflection of commercial
beekeepers in NSW, it is the only data we have. The
results reflect those that attend our annual conference. 42
attendees were surveyed.

Here we provide the average and the median for those
surveyed. The median result is achieved by deleting
the highest and lowest figure and then averaging the
remainder.

Q1. Age — this was in bands.

16.7% were below 40 years of age and 14.3% were over
70 years of age, with 40% of respondents in the 51 — 60
age range.

Using the centre age for each band and 39 for below 40
and 71 for above 70 the average age was 54 years of age.

The median age was also 54 years.

Q2. Hive Numbers — this was in bands.
50% of respondents had below 300 hives while 4.8% had
1500 + hives and 26% had between 301 and 500 hives.

Q3 asked if those that has less than 500 hives were they
full time beekeepers? 38% responded YES.

I took only commercial beekeepers into account for Q2.
Using the figure of 450 hives for commercials below 500
and using 1750 for those 1500+ and a figure in the middle
of the band for all others the average hive number was
755 hives.

The median number was 720 hives.

Q4. Excluding yourself how many people do you
employ?

55% employed no one. 19% employed full time
personnel and 24% used part time labour. Unfortunately
the survey did not collect the number of people employed
in either category. These figures were distorted by the
non commercials completing the survey.

Qs. In an average year, what % of your income
comes from pollination?

24 of the respondents either did not do pollination or did
not get paid for pollination. For the other 18 respondents
figures ranged from 100% down to 5%. The average for
those that did pollination was 31% of their income comes
from pollination.

The median was 28% of income comes from pollination.

Q6. How many crops do you provide pollination for?
21 replied zero. Other answers ranged from one thru

to six crops. Some interesting results were 100%
pollination income but zero crops pollinated. 70% and
80% of pollination income both provided pollination
services for three crops. Apart from the 100%, the others

13

may do blueberry pollination which is over 8 months of
pollination for the year for one crop.

The average number of crops pollinated was 2.1.

The median was two crops were pollinated.

Q7. In an average year, what is your average
honey yield per hive?

This ranged from 10kg to 400 kg per hive. Given that
38% of respondents that had less than 500 hives were not
commercial I removed all the answers below 50kg which
corresponded to 38% of respondents which correlated
with the non-commercials. Of those that averaged less
than 50 Kg per hive a few pollinated one crop.

Several respondents pollinated three crops and averaged
between 80 & 100 Kg of honey per hive. The 400kg
average did not provide any pollination services and the
respondent who averaged 220 kg, pollinated four crops.
In the responses there were three respondents with

an average of 50kg and no pollination services. This
question highlighted the huge difference in income
between the high performing and the low performing
respondents.

The average yield per hive was 105 Kg per hive.
The median yield per hive was 95 Kg per hive.

This question should have been couched - What is the
average income per hive in an average year? There are
several ways to gain income from a hive.

Q8. Public land sites are what % of your site
portfolio?

Responses ranged from 0 — 80%. 27 respondents did not
have any public land sites.

Interestingly with two exceptions those that averaged 50
kg or less of honey per hive had no public land sites. The
220 kg average respondent had 80% of his site portfolio

in public land sites and also pollinated four crops.

Of those that had public land sites the average was 26%
of their site portfolio was public land.

The median for the above was 24%.

This was the first survey that NSWAA has conducted

for many years. While we have some data, it would be
great for our industry if we can get data from the majority
of the state’s commercial beekeepers. It is obvious

that some beekeepers are taking advantage of some of
the pollination opportunities available. It is also very
obvious that there is a huge income difference between
the high and low performers in our industry.

Stephen Targett
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CATCH THE BUZZ - HONEY
SOMMELTER

Yes, ‘honey sommelier’ is now a delicious new job

Jessica Locarnini is one of a small but growing number
of honey sommeliers around the world. Photo: Simon
Schluter

Jessica Locarnini is a sommelier. Her palate can
distinguish nuanced flavours and terroir; she can detect
faults and adulteration. But unlike a restaurant sommelier
who recommends wine to guests, Locarnini works in the
field of honey.

The Melbourne-based marketing professional has trained
with — and received official certification from — the
American Honey Tasting Society to detect hundreds of
different aromas in the sticky, viscous liquid and even
distinguish what sort of flowers bees have foraged on.

She is now working with beekeepers to develop language
around Australian honey collected in native forests, and
advising chefs on the right honey for the right dish.

To explain her evaluation process, Locarnini holds a wine
glass dolloped with honey up to the light. She turns it,
watching the light catch the fine crystals.

“Crystals are good,” she says. “They indicate that the
honey is natural and has not been pasteurised, which
destroys nutrition.”

Locarnini plunges her nose into the glass and takes a long
whiff, pausing to work out the aromas. Using a spoon,
she then takes a small sample of the honey and rolls it
around in her mouth.

The sommelier ponders for a moment then writes down
a few descriptive words which far exceed “sweet” and
“floral”. Locarnini uses terms such as caramel, yeasty,
lactic, camphorous, spicy and medicinal.

“You have to remain neutral and not bring in prejudice
when evaluating honey,” she says. “But the nasal bulb

is connected to the part of the brain related to memories
and emotion. When you smell honey it inevitably evokes
memory.”

Locarnini was trained by Italian experts Carla Marina
Marchese and Gian Luigi Marcazzan, people intent on
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creating a global army of honey sommeliers. “Italians
have such a strong honey culture,” she says.

Her Italian mentors have contributed to scientific papers
outlining how tasters can be used to detect adulteration
of honey (meaning the honey has been mixed with
something other than nectar from bees, such as rice
syrup), a growing problem in world honey production.

The sommelier course also opened Locarnini’s eyes to
the beauty and unique quality of the honey produced in
Australia from native forests.

“In Europe they produce something called ‘Eucalyptus
Honey’,” she says, using air quotes. “One eucalyptus
honey! In Australia we produce hundreds of unique,
beautiful and delicious eucalyptus honeys around the

country.”

Locarnini points to black box honey as an example,
collected from trees in north-west Victoria. “At first, it
tastes like unripe bananas — then it tastes like banana
bread.”

Lately, she has been working with Australian beekeepers
to develop words and language to describe individual
honeys. “In a world of processed food products,
Australian monofloral [single variety] honeys are so
wonderfully individual,” she says.

“They can change with each patch of forest, evoking
the French sense of ‘terroir’. [ want to help beekeepers
describe their honeys using words that evoke their
personal experience — their memory.”

She says Australian beekeepers sometimes fail to
celebrate the unique individual character of their honeys
and this can be reflected in a lack of sales.

Locarnini, who calls herself The Honey Merchant and
keeps a backyard hobby hive, also offers advice to
cheese-lovers and chefs.

She suggests pairing honey with cheese of equal intensity
and flavour, such as an orange blossom honey with goat’s
curd. Contrasting flavours can also work — Australian
blue cheese with a light clover honey, for example.

“And you can increase the textural experience of a good
crumbly cheddar with honey that has crystalised.”

Ultimately, Locarnini views her role as educating
Australians to experiment with all the different types of
domestic honey.

“Good honey needs healthy bees, healthy trees, healthy
crops and flowers,” she says. “When we taste honey,
we’re tasting our bush and forests.”

Jessica Locarnini’s tasting notes for Australian honeys to

Yes, ‘honey sommelier’ is now a delicious new job
(goodfood.com.au)



CONTACT:

Send us an email: info@lysonau.com.au

Visit our website: www.lysonau.com.au

Give us a call: 0434 476 067 or 0407 070 670

Check us out on facebook: www.facebook.com/lysonau

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

WE SUPPLY ALL EQUIPMENT FOR BEEKEEPERS FROM HOBBY TO COMMERCIAL

Polystyrene Hives, Nucleus Hives, Mating Hives, Travelling Hive Boxes, Feeders (hive & stand
alone), Honey Extraction Equipment (2 frame up to 80 frame), Honey Bottlers (manual to auto),
Capping Extruders, Wax Melters, Settler Tanks up to 2000L with or without heating & mixer,
Dehydraters & Creamers, Queen Breeding Equipment, Queen Rearing Equipment,

Honey Sumps & Filters, Pollen Dryers, Suits, Smokers and much, much more....
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10 frame full depth box ready 8 Frame full depth box ready Full depth box ready to go, WSP/Manley/ldeal box ready
to go + 10 assembled frames to go + 8 assembled frames 8 and 10 frame size to go, 8 and 10 frame size
+ 10 plastic foundations + 8 plastic foundations
50-500 $55.00 50-500 $53.00 50-500 $32.00 50-500 $29.00
501-1000 $52.00 501-1000 $50.00 501-1000 $30.00 501-1000 $27.00
1001+ $50.00 1001+ $48.00 1001+ $29.00 1001+ $26.00

Flat pack boxes rebated Assembled and wired full depth Assembled full depth frame Full depth frame feeder with
Full depth/WSP/Manley/Ideal 8 frame, 32+35mm side with for plastic foundations, wooden cap and two plastic
frame and 10 frame size stainless steel wire &inlets 32+35mm sides ladders 3.7L, 50mm wide
50-500 $17.50 1000-5000 $2.20 1000-5000 $1.75 10-500 $12.50
501-1000 $16.50 5001-10,000 $2.10 5001-10,000 $1.65 501-1000 $11.50
1001+ $15.50 10,001-21,000 $2.00 10,001-26,000 $1.55 1001+ $10.50
21,001+ $1.90 26,001+ $1.45

Riverina Beekeeping Supplies specialises in

premium quality beekeeping equipment at
areasonable price. All equipment is tested
and proven in daily use across our own
large number of beehives.

We offer a vast amount of stock for basic equipment and
fast delivery for your individual orders. Great discounts for
larger quantities guarantees commercial beekeepers the

best value. All equipment can be custom made in your own

Plastic foundation Plywood bee escape . . e e . .
full depth/WSP/Manley/Ideal wax-dipped, 8 and 10 design and sizes. Ask us for individual prices.
size. Made from HIPS food frame size
grade plastic Australia wide pallet or truck load shipping.
150-1000 $1.20  50-500 $12.50 For sales or wholesale enquiries contact us
1001-5000 $1.10  501-1000 $11.50 sales@riverinabeekeeping.com.au or
+61(0) 4588 52 293
5001-10,000 $1.00 1001+ $10.50
10,001+ $0.95

GfiorpaN

Riverina Beekeeping Supplies Pty Ltd is Australia’s
exclusive retailer of Giordan honey processing
equipment - one of the leading manufacturers,

made in Italy.

Download Riverina Beekeeping and Giordan catalogues
at: www.riverinabeekeeping.com.au

RIVERINA
BEEKEEPING




PREMIUM EXTRACTORS | EXTRACTING LINES | BOTTLING MACHINES | FILTERING SYSTEMS
SETTLING TANKS | CREAM HONEY MIXERS | PUMPS + MORE

Scan to see the Scan to see the
general Giordan Giordan bottling
catalogue catalogue

Riverina Beekeeping Supplies Pty Ltd is Australia’s
exclusive retailer of Giordan - a world renowned Italian
manufacturer with more than 60 years history in honey

processing machine fabrication

To see the full GIORDAN range download catalogues at:
www.riverinabeekeeping.com.au/catalogues

For all enquiries please contact sales@riverinabeekeeking.com.au | +61(0)458 852293




Save the date

4th Australian Bee Congress

ﬂ_l‘; W : ‘ ‘ ' ¢ 3
8-13 June 2022 .

O Gt |
Rc‘ehillh ifféecourse@ T
" Sydney NSW 2142 .k
Australia
0 i

Sponsorship and Trade Exhibition

Prospectus being launched soon
-

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE LINEP/L _

{ ABN: 88 610 746 257
1 \ - ACN: 610746257

o 10 e ... $32.00 each + p&h
TAto4gw. " L. &0 .. .. $30.00 each
S0 ke e A, M. NS $28.00 each

OvepH00 (in total) ......of ..., . $27.00 each
20 SFONOr ...t} ) $26.00 each

Prices GST Inclusive:

' VISA | Terms: Payment prior to dispatch
‘ Terms and conditions apply. EFTPOS facility is available.

For Orders or Enquiries Contact Beck and Emma
Address: 21 Leewood Drive, Orange NSW 2800 or PO Box 80 Orange, NSW 2800

Office Hours: 9.00am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday | Phone: (02) 6369 0565 | Fax: (02) 6369 0575
Email: info@australianqueenbeeline.com.au ® Web: www.australianqueenbeeline.com.au
Before and After Office Hours Phone: 0434 353 301
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MyApiary

Manager”

WELL

Productivity
software custom built for
commercial beekeepers

Visit us at: MyApiary.com
Call us at: +612 408 90639

DON'T SHUT
YOUR DOOR
ON TERMITES!

DEMISE"

TERMITE DETECTION & = A
ELIMINATION SYSTEM &

o Kills termites and wipes out the colony
e Easy to use in-ground traps
e Very low toxicity for humans and pets

-

DEMISE”‘

NMWMM

DEMISE

Demise Kit includes: 10 Demise Bait Stations, 4 X 100g of Abide,
5 X 50g of Converge, 20 Baitwood blocks

ﬂi PEST CONTROL DIRECT
@/ DIY SOLUTIONS AND HELPFUL ADVICE

www.pestcontroldirect.com.au

19

SMARTER BEEKEEPING

%g MyApiary”

Protect
Your*
Hives!

Control Small
Hive Beetles

APIS Small Hive Beetle Traps in conjunction
with Topbait™ PLUS or APIS Sticky Boards
will help put you back in control of your hives!
Topbait™ PLUS is registered for use within bee hives by the APVMA.

TOPSAIT
APVMA Approval #68330/108733

www.pestcontroldirect.com.au
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Wik
NSW

GOVERNMENT

Department of
Primary Industries

Nick Geoghegan, Apiary Sites Program Coordinator, NSW DPI

Apiary Sites Service Desk Update

The Apiary Sites Program has made major progress over
the last few months. As announced by Minister Marshall
at the NSWAA conference, Local Land Services apiary
sites on Travelling Stock Routes were added to BPASS
at the end of May; adding over 3,500 apiary sites with
existing permits as well as around 400 potentially vacant
sites. We are very excited to now have all three of the
public land agencies in the system with all permits and
licenses loaded.

-
P @ Apiary Sites and Ranges

b @ Map Layers

&

] l

E

=)

o “A
Having LLS sites in BPASS also meant that this year’s
renewal notifications for LLS sites could be sent to
apiarists and could be submitted and paid via BPASS.
With five year permits being issued for the first time, LLS
regions are reviewing each applicant and site which can
take some time. The process of reviewing and approving
renewals by the LLS regions is continuing. If you are an
LLS permit holder please review your sites to ensure they
are all present and ensure you have submitted renewal
applications for all your sites.

As with previous releases on BPASS, publishing 4,000
sites on the map and making permit information easy
to access in one place has helped apiarists to quickly
identify issues which may have existed for some time
behind the scenes. We are working to resolve issues as
they are raised by apiarists. Most fall into one of three
categories:

1. Sites not appearing on an apiarist’s permit list
when logged into BPASS. Most of these are be-
cause the system could not automatically match
incoming permit data with existing BPASS or
Biosecurity (Byte) accounts. E.g. “John Smith”

Australia’s Honeybee News July - August 2021

may have had permits in LLS regions under “JS
Beekeeping”, “Smith and Sons” etc. Once these
issues are notified to DPI we can usually match
the accounts quickly and combine them so all
sites are visible together. In some cases the data
received from LLS may not be up to date. This
can take longer to resolve as we need to work
with LLS to ensure the rightful permit holder has
the site allocated to them in the system.

2. Renewals displaying as Expired although the
apiarist has submitted a renewal application.
This is generally because the renewal process is
in progress or payment has not been made for
an invoice. Renewals are reviewed by the DPI
and then approved by the relevant agency. The
agencies review each site and applicant which
can take some time. Once approved an invoice
will be issued to the apiarist. After payment the
permit is issued. The good news is that renewals
are only required every five years. On other years
only a payment of the annual invoice is required
so the process will not require these approval
steps.

3. Apiarists having challenges accessing BPASS
for the first time. Often this requires getting the
access codes from Byte to start the process. The
apiary sites helpdesk now has greater access to
help setting up an account and linking to BPASS.
While this speeds up resolution for each user, it
does mean more time is required for the apiary
sites helpdesk to support users.

In addition, some of the LLS sites did not have GPS
locations and are therefore not appearing on the map but
will appear on apiarists’ permit lists. We will work with
LLS to confirm those GPS locations and add to BPASS
when available but this does not affect renewals or your
ability to use the sites.

If you are experiencing issues with BPASS, first check
the “How To” page on the DPI website: https://www.dpi.
nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/beekeeping-on-
public-land/bpass/help

And if you can’t work out the issue, send as much
information as you can to: apiary.sites@dpi.nsw.gov.au.

With 4,000 sites published and renewals in progress for
them all, we have received a large number of requests



and enquiries and the team is working to resolve issues as
quickly as possible. Some issues can be resolved quickly
but other issues do require input from LLS regions and
can be complex if there are historical issues with the data.

As most issues are one-off data issues, once the issues
are resolved we expect response times to improve for all
enquiries.

Enhancements:
As well as adding the LLS sites we have made a number
of updates to enhance BPASS including:
- making it easier to find renewals in the BPASS
interface,

- adding TSR numbers to the map and changing
the formatting of TSR boundaries to be more dis-
tinctive,

- simplifying the renewal approval process for the
land managers to speed up approvals.

We will continue to enhance BPASS on an ongoing basis
so your feedback and suggestions are very welcome.

Many thanks to the team and to all the apiarists who have

PLASTIC

FOUNDATION
WAX APPLICATOR

g

Locally made by a beekeeper for beekeepers
No more rollers, brushes or dipping by hand

SHEETS

-

Call Marcus on 0410 585 470
Email: sales@ingahoney.com

l
\

PER MINUTE

been patient with learning to use BPASS and working
with us to resolve any issues that have come up.

Nick Geoghegan
Apiculture Resource Coordinator, DPI Agriculture
Apiary.sites@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Cover Photos

Do you have a bee related photograph
that you would like to see on the cover of
Australia’s Honeybee News?

Email it to
honeybeenews@icloud.com
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Clayton Plastics

Servicing the honey industry
for over 40 years.

Jars & Squeezes

250gr & 500gr 300ml Twist 500gr Squeeze 500gr Upside 250gr & 500gr
Square Jars & Squeeze (Honey Comb) Down Squeeze Amber Jars
Pails
N
C\\
\
BN\
\
Non Tamper Proof Pails Tamper Proof Pails
500gr, 1kg, 1.5kg, 3kg, & 5kg Pail 1kg. 1.5kg Honey Pails & 10L, 15L, 20L Pails
(500gr, 1kg, 1.5kg available in clear as well) 2.2L, 5L Pails

AK

AU KINGSUN

Clayton Plastics

www.claytonplastics.com.au




Wood Frame Full Depth Wood Frame Full Depth Plastic Frame Full Depth

Assembled With Wire With Plastic Foundation
(Not waxed)

s mm °
Plastic Beehive : y :
Plastic Beehive with 10 Frames Lk N .
Material: food grade polypropylene §° °
Thickness: 30mm 1" :
Working life: 30 years °
Packing dimension: 60x50x44cm 13.8/kg : - e ’
Features: What you get:
UV resistant 2 box hive consisting of:
Thermal insulated increasing honey production 1 x ventilated top cover
Light weight for easy lifting and carrying 1 x full size super
Antioxidant plastic material for longer life expectancy 1x Queen excluder
Holds standard and full depth frames 1 x brood box
Easily assembled 1x bottom board (including 2 feeders and pollen trap)
Digital Thermometer 1x Entrance reducer
Built in ventilation 4 x Lock, Latch connectors
No painting required 1x Temperature Gauge

Clayton Plastics A: 5 Lydia Court Epping, VIC 3076 P: (03) 8401 4248 F:(03) 8401 4969 E: sales@claytonplastics.com.au



BECOME A

BERRINGA BEEKEEPER

At Berringa, we've proudly supported Aussie beekeepers for 25 years and we're always
on the lookout for new suppliers.

What are the advantages of being a Berringa beekeeper?
We’re 100% Australian owned and operated
¢ All Berringa products are 100% Australian sourced.
“¢ From Eucalyptus and Manuka to honeycomb and beeswax, we believe
Aussie honey is unbeatable.
¢ Based in Melbourne, the Berringa team is always on hand to answer
your queries.
We’re transparent
¢ All Manuka is independently tested.
¢ We pay our beekeepers based on independent laboratory results. Our
quality standards include ACO, Codex, BSafe and TGA.
We care about our beekeepers
¢ Drum and IBC supply is free for our regular Manuka suppliers.
¢ Our dedicated procurement managers and friendly customer service team
are on hand to offer beekeeper support.
Be part of a company that drives Australian honey in the international
and domestic markets. Talk to our friendly procurement and supply team today.

Contact:
Geoff Lord - Procurement Manager
m: +61 417 598 201 t: +61 3 8456 3543
e: geoff.lord@berringa.com
Berringa Customer Service
t: +61 3 8456 3543 e: beekeepers@berringa.com
berringa.com

Australian Organic Honey Company Pty Ltd
24 Westside Dr, Laverton North VIC 3026, Australia

Australia’s Honeybee News July - August 2021

Specialising in

Coueq Caucasian
LUeens Queen Bees

Marked Queens .- $40 ca

-9 aeaas $35eca

10-49  aea-n $30eca

50199 SRR $27 ea

200 plus per scason - ---- Discounts Apply

QueenCells ~ ----- $8 - collect only
Breeder Queens - $825

Naturally mated on a remote island.
Post & Handling $15 per dispatch under 50 qty.

Prices include GST
Valid September 2019 to March 2020

Terms: Payment 10 days prior to dispatch.
For orders contact:
John Covey
Email: sales@coveybees.com.au
Ph: 0427 046 966
PO Box 72 Jimboomba QLD 4280




VALE - NOEL CHUCK

14/2/1933 — 12/05/2021

The beekeeping industry in NSW was saddened by the
passing of Parkes beekeeper Noel Chuck.

Noel was a well-respected part of a generation of
beekeepers who were hard working exceptional men,
who took into their own family the beekeeping family
and the welfare of the beekeeping industry.

Born in Yass NSW, Noel’s family home was in Bowning,
as a teenager he was taught beekeeping by the Late
George Thomas in Yass, where he worked weekends with
George. George taught him drive and helped him buy his
first car.

He was called up for National Service in 1952/54
during the time of the Korean War but did not end up in
Korea. Noel came within weeks of being sent to Korea
but the armistice was declared 2 weeks before he was
due to depart. Noel was quite delighted by this happy
circumstance. Noel proudly related how he formed
part of the security detail for Queen Elizabeth when she
visited Dubbo.

Noel for a time drove trucks for Shell; he was transferred
in 1959 from the Shell depot in Parkes to Port Kembla
where there was a growing need for workers with the
development of industry there. Noel took long service
leave and went full time as a commercial beekeeper.

In the 1973 Noel worked alongside Harold Peck in
Orange, all the time fine tuning his beekeeping skills
and applying his extraordinary work ethic eventually
working around 1000 hives on his own. With Harold he
began successfully working the Channel Country for
the Napunyah honey crops that were so plentiful in the
1970’s and onwards. One could say he was amongst the
group of beekeepers who pioneered and developed the
skills needed to work this arid country honey flow.

His good friend Kevin Smith recalls Noel working
adjoining sites in the Pilliga and Spotted Gum at
Narooma on the South Coast. He recalled Noel as

a colossal beekeeper and workaholic. He had an
outstanding knowledge of trees and was generous with
lending sites to other beekeepers, (if they asked). Noel
was not overfond of working bees on the coast as he
reckoned they were always cranky.

Chris Wild quoted a favourite saying of Noel’s “Go
out West to get honey, the mountains to get bees and
the coast to go broke!”

In the early days Noel was inspired by George Thomas,
Harold Peck, Bill Markwort and Frank Armstrong. His
long-time friend Kevin Eastburn believes it was Bill that
taught Noel to understand trees and country, a talent that
is hard to come by these days. Kevin was also aware of
Noel’s association with Frank Armstrong who delighted
in sharing knowledge which undoubtedly assisted Noel
along the way. Noel was never one to shy away from a
yarn. Yes he loved to talk. Always the gentleman, always
had a smile, always willing to offer advice, always ready
to assist and always ready to talk about trucks.

25

Kevin Smith told me Noel had Bedford truck he
purchased from Harold Peck before progressing to a
Diesel Dodge (He had two Dodge’s), Kevin Eastburn
commented that Noel’s Dodge wouldn’t go uphill fast

— so they called it the downhill Dodge! Noel always
wanted the biggest and fastest truck and always made

the best choice. I recall his bogey drive International
truck with 500hp stickers on it. [ never did find out if

it really did have 500hp, though his fellow beekeepers
claimed 350hp. He loved talking about Cummins Diesels.
Noel was not all that fond of Japanese trucks, casually
referring to them a “Rice Burners” or “Skateboards” and
was even less impressed when they passed him on the
road. BUT! He ended up with one (Hino) towards the end
of his long commercial beekeeping career.

Pat Robert’s another friend of Noel’s recalls that
“Chucky” (Noel was mostly referred to as “Chucky”
by beekeepers) got himself into a very serious bog in a
Narooma forest, it was so bad he left the truck, (fully
loaded with bees), where it was and went home, returning
three weeks later to recover it, only to find the bees
had filled with honey. There are a lot of experiences
and quotes that we will not mention here that can be
attributed to Noel. Maybe one “Truck mounted hive
loaders? ‘Mobile Clothes lines.”” He was a skid steer
loader man.

As mentioned Noel always had a smile and a very good
sense of humour. Harold Peck used to mark hives with
a stone, a small stick, a piece of paper under a lid, little
things to check if anyone had been going through his
hives. Noel on occasion would move the markers around
sending Harold into a spin.

Another part of his character was his generosity. He
would visit Eulo to check his Channel Country sites and
drop off a bin of fruit for the locals. A gesture very much
appreciated by the community who at the time did not
receive a lot of fresh produce.

Noel served on the Executive of the NSW association
(CAA) for a time, and as President in 1976, in later life
he really appreciated the Branch system of the NSWAA
being a regular at the Bathurst Branch and later the
Southern Tablelands Branch.

In his early 80’s Noel was forced to give up commercial
beekeeping due to failing health, he didn’t sell out, he just
wound down in the end unable to physically manage the
bees.

Noel will long be remembered as a true gentleman and
much loved by those who knew him.

Noel is survived by his wife Fae, Daughter Gayle, sons
Graham and Christopher and grandsons Nicholas and
Brandon. To the family and Noel’s many associates we
extend our sincere sympathy.

Bill Winner
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Apiarist Supplies

7" UP

Having trouble

with Small Hive
Beetle hiding in your
plastic frames?

Nuplas Apiarist Supplies

has the solution with our
new BBM Frames, using

our specialised Better Beetle
Management Technology.
With over 400 extra cells
moulded into the perimeter

wall of the frame, your bees

AUSSIE OWNED & MADE
FOR AUSSIE HONEY

can store honey and keep

the pesky beetle out of those

tricky hiding places.

Our constant drive to be
innovative in everything
we do, is just another way
we listen to our customers
and help you to maximize

your honey production.

better
beekeeping.

nuplasapiaristsupplies.com.au



BBM TECHNOLOGY IS A NEW
INNOVATIVE INITIATIVE BY NUPLAS
APIARIST SUPPLIES PROVIDING
GREATER HIVE PROTECTION FROM

L

BETTER BEETLE
SMALL HIVE BEETLE. MANAGEMENT

OUTER
FRAME CELLS

Allows bees to access

cells and chase out

the beetle leaving _ Y )

them nowhere to hide, € ' ( e UNIGUE

as well as store honey SAW TOOTH
DESIGN

Prg’;vides extra
stapility and prevents
frame from slipping
during extraction

{

/

[

PROUD SUPPLIERS OF AUSTRALIA’S
MOST EXTENSIVE RANGE OF FRAMES AND FOUNDATION

» Full Depth Plastic Frame » Ideal Depth Plastic Frame » Assembled Timber Frames
and Foundation and Foundation with Plastic Foundation

» Full Depth Dfone Comb » Ideal Cut Comb Plastic Frame » Assembled Wired Timber Frame
R > Full DepthyWSFE and Ideal » Assembled Timber Frame with

» WSP Depth Plastic Frame Timber Frames Plastic Foundation

and Foundation »_FulliDepth, WSP and Ideal » Assembled Wired Frame
Plastic Foundation




Special prices teeesping needs

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger
Joints, screwed, wax dipped and
painted:

Minimum order quantity = 150

Assembled and $2.20
wired frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Ventilated $105.00
Suits:

Beekeepers Woodware

Assembled Double Groove Frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Box Standard Grade
Finger Joint 8/10-Frames:

$
1.65 Minimum order quantity = 150
Box Standard
Grade Rebated
8/10-Frames:
Plastic Frame Full Depth: Minimum order quantity , ALUEBCE
Minimum order quantity = 1000 =150

$2.60 $17.00

ACORN Drone Comb Frames:

BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT

Minimum order quantity = 1000

Plastic Foundation
Made in USA:

Minimum
order quantity = 2000

$1.43
Coloured Box
Waxed Dipped and $34.50
Painted 8/10-Frames:
Minimum order

quantity =150

$2.85

We can customise
your boxes. Your brand, your
colour, your dimensions!!!

Call or visit us today.
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Technical Specialist, Honey Bees Report

Elizabeth Frost

Technical Specialist, Honey Bees

Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

NSW Performance Data and Insights 2020

The NSW Primary Industries Performance Data &
Insights (PDI) is an annual publication that highlights the
economic output of the NSW Primary Industries sector
each financial year. It reflects the underlying strength and
long-term viability of primary industry sectors including
beekeeping. 2020 marked the first in-depth look into
honey and beeswax production in NSW. DPI Manager
for Primary Industries Analysis Tim Edmonstone combed
available industry production data, news, import/export
data, and historical economic reports and Alex Russell,
Nick Geoghegan, and I assisted with industry context and
intel, bushfire-related assistance and impacts reported
from agencies managing apiary sites on public lands.

I strongly encourage industry associations and members
to make statewide and national production data on honey,
beeswax and queens publicly available on an annual
basis. Primary industries’ production history as reported
annually in NSW Primary Industries Performance Data
& Insights underpins the making of policy, government
assistance planning and is a reference document for the
banking sector and others. Annual access to industry
production data is incredibly valuable to commercial
beekeepers’ interests.

The following insights on industry output, production,
price and trade are quoted from the full report on honey
and beeswax which can be read online at www.dpi.
nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/honey-and-
beeswax

“Output $57m est. Down 12% yoy?®. Output is made

up of honey and beeswax sales however apiarists
(beekeepers) also earn income from providing pollination
services. Production was significantly impacted by
drought and bushfires during [2019-2020].

Apiarists experienced very difficult conditions during
[2019-2020]. Apiarists are essentially landless farmers,
required to move their honey bee livestock from
agistment on one source of flowering tree, shrub, crop or
ground flora to another as they become available. Whilst
bees gain some of their requirements from flowering
crops at certain times of the year, they are also heavily
reliant on access to native flora, especially eucalypts, for
most of the year. Apiarists are large users of public land
for these purposes. Initially in the year the widespread
east coast drought severely impacted the floral resource
base. Compounding the impacts of drought, bushfires

in the middle of the year impacted 43% of the available
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public NSW apiary ranges in State Forests and 35% of
National Park’s apiary sites. Unlike traditional livestock
producers, apiarists cannot sell bees to reduce production
when traditional food sources are not available. Unless
supplementary food is provided during prolonged drought
and severe bushfires, the bees will die. Consequently,
lower production and higher feed costs significantly
impacted apiarist’s profitability. [...]

Australia value of honey & beeswax exports/imports

$120

-S120

1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 =202 2014 2016 2018 2020

O Australian imports O Australian exports Australia trade balance

Source: GTA (2020)

Production and price. Production is estimated to

have fallen 30% offset by an estimated price increase
of 18%'*. Production is likely to have fallen by more
than 50% in the latter half of the year after the bushfires
over summer. The output for honey and beeswax is
estimated to have fallen 12% yoy® to $57 million. The
importance of bees to agriculture is much greater than
the value of honey and beeswax produced. At least 35
crops (including almonds, avocados, cherries, apples
and berries) rely on bees for pollination for their own
production. Without honey bee pollination, crop yields
would be significantly reduced.

Trade. The value of Australian honey and beeswax
exports increased 12% to $59.5 million®* during 2019-
20. Exports from NSW declined 6% to $9.5 million. The
largest market for Australian exports is China (30%)
followed by the United States (13%). Both Australia

and NSW were also significant importers of honey and
beeswax, primarily from New Zealand (65%) but also
from China (23%). In 2019-20 imports decreased 10%
to $58 million. China is both a large buyer of Australian
honey and supplier of cheaper honey. Australia has
traditionally been a net exporter of honey and beeswax
however, a surge in cheaper imports from China from
2015 meant Australia became a net importer. For 2019-20
Australia again became a net exporter primarily due to a
51% increase in exports to China.

Outlook. The compounding impact of drought and

fire during 2019-20 severely impacted NSW apiarists.
Even with rain, industry recovery will take longer than
other livestock sectors as trees don’t produce nectar and
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Boutelje Products

HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT

Small Systems
40-100 boxes per day

Medium Systems
100-200 boxes per day

Large Systems
200-600 boxes per day

Filling Lines

Fast and accurate

Honey Machines

Our range is world class

oEICEI{@lolelNitE[Ele roducts.co.nz » WWW.bouteljeproducts.co.nz



pollen immediately. Some trees will take many years

to recover from burning and/or drought. Bushfires have
also reduced the number of apiarist’s sites available on
public land. Given the financial strain on the industry, and
the importance of honey bees and pollination services

to other industries, in particular horticulture, the NSW
Government offered a subsidy during the year to assist
apiarists feed their hives and maintain the honey bee
population. Nevertheless, production is expected to
decline further next year. Over the longer term, increasing
demand for pollination services from horticulture,
primarily from almond growers, is expected to support
industry growth.”

Sources

8 Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics
and Sciences (ABARES) (2020). Agricultural Commodities
Series, June 2020.

94 IHS Global Trade Atlas (GTA) (2020). Last accessed
September 2020.
The Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) (2019). Honey prices to
climb as supply dries up, November 2019.

North Coast Branch Report

The North Coast branch held a meeting on 25th June at
the Casino RSM club.

Approximately 20 interested people from all areas turned
up to attend. We usually have guest speaker at each
meeting and for this night we had Kalum Windsor from
Ace Ohlsson (Bangalow) talking about Ecrotek products.

Our next meeting is be held on 27th August at the Casino
RSM and all are welcome.

Any further information please call me on 0488 434
498.

Steve Fuller
North Coast Branch President.
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Tocal College Beekeeper training

Tocal College trainers are passionate about helping beekeepers at all levels
to grow in their knowledge of bees and improve their beekeeping practice
for healthier bees and better quality honey and hive products.

Course Upcoming date

Beginning in Bees 2 & 3 September

Spring Management 11 & 12 September ¢
Honey Bee Biosecurity 28 & 29 September
Australian Native Bees 2 October

Beginning in Bees 5 & 6 October

Rear Queen Bees 19 & 20 October

Honey Bee Biosecurity 4 & 5 November

All training is accredited. Go to our website for more
information about our courses and to apply online.

www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/bees

Youth Adult Industry Publications

#‘O
| [ 4
EDUCATION EDUCATION SERVICES BOOKS | EBOOKS (.‘,
TOC&] ; . N

Department of

COLLEGE J{elVls FUTURE IN AGRICULTURE NSW | primary Industries

121-057

They know me.
They know my farm.
That’s why ’m

insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your
business and how it operates. Because when we get to
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

backed by@ To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 i
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI). farm insurance
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BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER
REPORT

NATIONAL
B E E Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
BIOSECURITY Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320
PROGRAM Ph: 02 4939 8946 Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Managing hives to minimise damage from
small hive beetles

This past season has seen a large increase in the numbers
of small hive beetle (SHB) observed within NSW
beehives. There have been many reports of SHB forcing
colonies to abscond and the hives taken over and slimed
out. This has particularly been the case in the coastal
regions and especially where flooding events earlier this
year caused the demise of many bee colonies. Quite a few
of those flooded colonies were lost and bred up a lot of
SHB.

Unfortunately SHB is here to stay and they will be worse
in some years (wetter ones) than others. Some areas will
have huge SHB loads this season, so be prepared. Being
that SHB are so opportunistic they are often going to
make the most of an easy target, and amongst the easiest
of targets is a weakened bee colony.

Many beekeepers have told me how “hive beetles

killed their beehive”. When I ask a few more questions

it is clear that many of those hives were not managed
properly. The number of brood checks were nil or last
undertaken in the previous season, the hive had swarmed
“a few months before”, “I had not seen many bees around
for a while” or “I am too busy to check every single hive
I run”.

Many of those situations would have been highly
preventable if the beekeeper had undertaken an
appropriate amount of work on managing their bees.
More importantly they would not have bred up all those
extra beetles that then went on to wreak more havoc in
other bee colonies.

The main reasons that hives become overrun by beetles
often revolves around stress or mismanagement of the
hive. If a hive has ahigh loading of beetles within it then
just by opening it andpulling it apart (to do brood checks
or under-super) can be sufficient enough disruption to
give beetles the opportunity they need to later overwhelm
a colony and get into the high protein prize contained
within the brood frames. Once a colony becomes alarmed
then other beetles will sense that and flock to that hive to
try and get in on the action too!
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This single was overwhelmed by beetles. The breeding potential from
one hive it immense, so get it in the freezer to kill the lot.

One Chux was not nearly enough...

When working good hives you will often see large groups
of beetles corralled into an area under the hive mat or
comb area between boxes or excluder (or in a corner of
the box). The bees have worked tirelessly to drive those
beetles into that prison, so whilst they are contained

they pose a reduced risk to the colony. The moment the
beekeeper disturbs all that hard work and they escape the
beetles immediately become a major risk.

A hive may contain a number of SHB devices or traps
that will often not completely control them, and at times

The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.
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the numbers of SHB can become very high. Whilst the
stronger colonies can drive up and control the beetles,
weaker colonies are less capable of achieving this, so
often the beetles are predominantly situated on the brood
combs and causing constant stress and distraction to the
colony. They lay eggs and whilst the bees can clean them
up it is ok, but as soon as the bees cannot keep up then it
becomes a problem.

When experienced beekeepers see lots of beetles in the
top box they generally accept that working the hive that
day will be counterproductive. If you decide to work it
anyway then you risk losing the hive.

The best approach is to add a couple (more) beetle traps
around where the beetles were concentrated and just close
it back up. If you haven’t disturbed the bees too much
then they will very quickly get back to herding beetles. If
you cannot achieve that then removing honey boxes and
tightening up the hive may work, but you cannot always
justify doing that.

The next day (or next site visit) there could be hundreds
of beetles inside each trap, and due to the sheer volume of
SHB many of them may not be dead. It is best to quickly
seal those traps into a large Ziploc bag and freeze them

to kill any live beetles. If there are still lots of beetles

in the hive then add new traps and close up again. If the
beetle loading has dropped right off it may now be safe to
work that hive. In “Beetle country” it is often the case of
balancing what you would like to do with a hive versus
what you can/cannot actually do and still keep it alive.

Always remember that if there are lots of beetles around
(and you don’t want to risk losing the hive) then the
best thing you can often do is not work it until you have
thinned the SHB out. That doesn’t mean you just don’t
ever work the hive, it just means you need to deal with
the beetles first and then work your bees later.

Another way that beekeepers can cause slime-outs is

by allowing hives to swarm, then not managing the
remaining colony size (adjusting down the amount of
extra space/honey for the reduced bee population to
adequately protect), not fixing the queen status and
subsequently allowing the colony to dwindle. At many
steps through the swarming process the colony will

be under stress and therefore be very attractive and
vulnerable to SHB. Mismanagement of spring hives and
failed recovery from swarming is a major pathway to
slime-outs and breeding up more beetles along the coast
as the weather starts to warm up. There is a lot to be said
for always having a few queens in your pocket and good
nucs on the truck when dealing with the “iffy”” hives!

Preventing swarming often prevents a lot of SHB issues,
so by keeping your bees strong and with younger queens
you can reduce the risk. Everybody wants queens in
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spring, but many successful beekeepers actually do much
of their re-queening work over summer and depending on
their location right through to April. New Year’s queens
are unlikely to swarm the next spring (unless you do
everything wrong), so they are an absolute pleasure to
manage in spring when the older queens are wanting to
head for the trees.

As well as the beekeeper and hive management related
issues causing SHB damage there is another big one...
neglected colonies, which often end up being prime SHB
targets as they dwindle.

The even scarier point is that an unknown number of
these neglected and “hive beetles killed my beehive”
situations probably also involved American foulbrood
(AFB) as part of the background story.

For frequently managed bee colonies most AFB is
(hopefully) found when the infection is still relatively
new and only a small number of infected cells have
shown themselves. For colonies that only get a spring
and autumn brood check then the infection can often
have progressed much further and at times the colony

has already dwindled severely before being identified as
diseased. For the colonies that are neglected and receive
even fewer (or no brood checks) then the AFB will run its
full course.

These unmanaged colonies are a major risk to SHB
attack, because as the colony progressively becomes both
weakened and stressed by AFB it will be targeted by both
robber bees and SHB, causing a double whammy of AFB
to be spread and a big breeding opportunity for SHB. A
lot of hives that beekeepers put down as “being killed

by SHB” were already infected by AFB, so they were
probably first robbed and presented a major biosecurity
risk.

Because a slimed out beehive is often such a horrible
mess (and potentially harmful to our health because

of the Kodamaea yeast that the slime contains) many
beekeepers do not examine the brood frames. In their
eyes “hive beetles killed my beehive” and the story
basically stops there. Unfortunately this mishandling
of the equipment often fuels the later re-emergence of
AFB infections. Any colony that has experienced AFB
is a biosecurity risk and must be treated accordingly, so
if you cannot 100% identify and determine what killed
your hive then assume the worst and treat it like it has
AFB. Many successful beekeepers irradiate any dead-out
colony that they get, just to ensure that they are always
on top of their AFB.

I have spoken to quite a few beekeepers who have
inspected the brood of slimed beehives and found clear
signs of AFB amongst the mess, and often these were
operators doing their adequate hive management each

The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.



season. If a lot of good beekeepers are finding signs of
AFB in slime-outs then it is likely that a high percentage
of “mystery slime-outs™ are also infected with AFB.

What happened within this hive before the beetles took control is
unknown...was it robbed and did it have AFB?

1t can get pretty hard looking at brood comb like this, so if you cannot
100% confirm it was a “clean” hive then assume it was AFB and burn
and/or irradiate it.
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If you get a slime-out then the best thing to do is
immediately block it up/bag it, freeze it (to kill all stages
of SHB inside it) and then decide if you will burn the
whole lot or irradiate and clean up the mess later. If you
value your time (or pay staff) then often it is actually
more cost effective to just burn most of the frames and
only keep the good wood gear.

For some beekeepers it is normal to just “clean up” all the
dead-outs each time they go to the site (often slime-out

or full of wax moth), which indicates that they are not

on top of managing their hives. They are allowing the
equipment and frames to be contaminated (which costs
money to rehabilitate or replace), making it harder to
identify the actual cause of hive demise and also breeding
up a lot of beetles and possibly AFB. If you are operating
like that then it is time to re-evaluate and work out what
you need to change in your process to turn it around.
Training your beekeepers to better manage weak colonies
is probably a good start. Reducing the hive per beekeeper
ratio so you can work hives more frequently is a great
move. This improves the general consistency and strength
of each colony, which is beneficial and often much more
profitable as honey production/hive increases.

As anyone who has had to clean up a slime-out would
know it can be a horrible job (and costs you hard-earned
money), so try to prevent it at all costs. I would much
rather deal with an AFB hive (at least you can extract the
honey), irradiate and reuse it than deal with the slimy
mess that same hive could become a month or two later if
it is not dealt with properly. Therefore, make it a priority
to do a MINIMUM of two full brood checks each season
(if not a few more), manage your queens (don’t keep
them any longer than you should), train your beekeepers,
manage weak hives and keep on top of you beetle
numbers. That makes a lot more dollars and sense than
being one step behind on your beekeeping all the time.

The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.

Honey Wanted

We Look For:

100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity

Packed in IBCs

Call: 0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie
Auburn NSW 2144
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APIARY COTS

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made

Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers
Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231
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Australian Manuka Honey Association
Avant Fauinment
bBrowns Bees Australia Pty Ltd
Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies
Fcrotek
Ensystex
Hiveworld Australia
Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies
1 ockwood Beekeeping Supplies
Lyson Beekeeping Supplies
M & K Stafford Engineering Dty Ltd
Many Busy Hands
Multione
MY Apiary
New Horizons
Nuplas Apiarists Supplies
Oz Armour
Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia
Riverina Beekeeping Supplies Dty Ltd
Schutz Australia
Select Harvests
Spitwater
Steritech Dty Lud
Termseal Australia Pty Ltd
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NSWAA PALRINELS 2021

Platinum Partner
Fcrotek

Cold Partners

Oz Armour Select Harvests

Wine & Cheese Night bartner

1L ockwood Beekeeping Supplies

Annual Dinner Partner
Browns Bees Australia Pty Ltd

Silver Partners
Olam Orchards Pty Ltd Steritech Dty Ltd

Tea Break Partner

Hornsby Beekeening Supplies

Conference Dinner Speaker bartner

Australian Rainforest Honey Dty Ltd

Fmerging Honey Bee Partner

Dalryvmple View Apiary Supplies

Business Workshop Partner

Hive & Wellness — Australia

Industry Partner

AgriFutures Australia

New South Wales Apiarists’ Association appreciates your support
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© Provided by ABC NEWS Bee breeder David Briggs works on
imported genetic material at a quarantine facility in Melbourne. (ABC
Landline: Tim Lee )

Hunched over a bench in a modest caravan, apiarist and
bee breeder David Briggs slows his breathing and focuses
intensely on the work at hand.

In this laboratory in north-east Victoria, his skill, if he’s
successful, will help shape the future of Australia’s honey
bee population.

Constrained in a tiny tube is a queen bee, rendered
unconscious by a minute amount of CO2 gas.

She’s the first of several very special queens he’s
preparing to artificially inseminate with semen collected
from specially selected Australian drones.

“We use Al [artificial insemination] to control the mating
and to ensure that the queen is mating with the genetic
material that were looking for,” Mr Briggs said.

It requires a steady hand and a powerful microscope.
Mr Briggs has performed the procedure thousands of
times over the years.

But this time there’s a great deal more riding on his skill
and cool nerves.

Fighting a destructive pest

The queen bees are progeny bred in the Netherlands.
They’re the first successful importation of bee genetics
into Australia in 15 years.

What’s more, these Dutch queens have special traits that
give them some defence against Varroa destructor, a
blood-sucking mite that has ravaged bee colonies around
the globe.

“Their own, effectively communal, hygiene

mechanism removes mites or interrupts the mite’s
breeding cycle before it can propagate in the colony,” Mr
Briggs said.

Australia remains the only continent still free of varroa
mite.

Despite stringent measures around the nation’s entry
points, most believe it will inevitably breach our
biosecurity defences.
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It is present in New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and
South-East Asia. Feral beehives infected with the
parasite can easily hitch a ride on any of the thousands of
container ships that dock in our ports.

So the $100-million-a-year apiary industry, backed by the
horticultural industry, is on the front foot.

Some produce, such as almonds, avocados and melons, is
entirely dependent on honey bees for pollination.

“A milestone is an understatement,” said apiarist and
scientist Jody Gerdts.

“I would say that it’s super important.”

Dr Gerdts saw varroa’s path of destruction in her native
United States 30 years ago.

Wild honey bee populations there are only now starting
to recover.

A global effort
The quest to breed varroa-resistant honey bees has
become a cooperative global effort by apiarists.

It began in 2013, when Dutch apiarist JanBart Fernhout’s
prized queens were killed by varroa mites.

Enlisting the help of amateur beekeepers across Europe
and joining forces with American entomologists, he
identified then selectively bred bees which, through
fastidious hygiene, could counter varroa.

“What’s really inspiring is that there’s so many people
that are passionate about this,” Dr Gerdts said.

“So you can breed resistance into any stock, into any
managed, accepted commercially viable stock.

“That’s exciting and it’s pioneering.”

But getting these Dutch, varroa-fighting bees into
Australia has been a nail-biting ride that came perilously
close to failure.

They had to pass stringent biosecurity measures in a
Melbourne quarantine facility that had never before been
used for bee importations and be vigorously screened for
viruses and parasites.

Then Mr Briggs had to entice them to breed, even
though arriving from a European spring into a chilly
Melbourne autumn went against their normal biology.

Somehow he succeeded and enough viable eggs hatched
for him to raise a new royal brood of queens.

It’s those queens, with their precious genes, that he
artificially inseminated.



A new era for apiarists
The industry hopes this successful initial importation will
make it easier for others in the future.

It also links Australia with the global effort of protecting
the world’s vital honey bees.

“We’re really excited in Australia to try and capitalise
on these breeding programs overseas and bring in those
genetics,” said CSIRO entomologist John Roberts.

Dr Roberts’s primary role was to screen the Dutch bees
for the presence of viruses.

He hoped Australian apiarists could further develop this
strain of varroa-resistant bees.

“It certainly could be a landmark for industry,” he said.

The new polliation season 1s upon us and this year we
will see increased cropping in the Riverina especially
in areas along the Murrumbidgee, Lachlan and Murray
River systems.

This brings with it the inherent danger that honeybees
and agricultural sprays will come together, sometimes
with adverse effects for our pollinating friends.

Hence the concerns of SOS Riverina [Stop Off-target
Spraying] and the use or non-use in particular of the
“Bee-Connected” App by Apiarists’ servicing the
Riverina from across the eastern seaboard.

The BeeConnected App can be used by farmers to help
assess and keep track of where vulnerable hives may be
located around the farms they are spraying, indicating a
GPS position which can then be ground truthed.

BeeConnected also allows aerial operators and other
spray operators to pin-point areas which should be
sprayed at particular times of the day and to plan around
bee activity.

SOS Riverina Valleys members have been assessing
the BeeConnected App since its introduction and were
instrumental in advancements which have made it more
accurate in logging the positions of the hives.

What we need now is for more Apiarists’ to adopt this as
a useful tool whilst operating in the Riverina.

Apiarists’ can also access Crop maps of the Riverina like
“Cotton Map” which shows the location of almost every
Cotton crop grown plus many permanent plantings and
other crops.

These should be used in conjunction with normal
practices when choosing hive locations.

The SOS group have been proactive in communications
during 2020 by advising local residents across the area
that pollination season brings an increase in truck traffic,
especially after dark and to be aware that these vehicles
are usually fully loaded and stopping distances are
increased.

Farmers in general acknowledge that bees are essential
to their livelihoods and the commitment and dedication
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“We’ll see how much engagement we can get with queen
breeders.”

For the moment, Mr Briggs isn’t putting all his eggs, so
to speak, in one basket.

He has left two foreign queen bees in the Melbourne
quarantine facility over winter, in case anything goes
amiss with their offspring, currently tucked away in his
own nucleus hives in north-east Victoria.

Those queens have started laying eggs.

When spring blossoms burst, this new breed of carefully
selected stud bees — part-Dutch, part-Australian — will
emerge from their winter hibernation to carry Australia’s
apiary industry into a new era.

apiarists devote to their own enterprise 1s the same as
other primary producers across Australia. Increased
communication and education are the keys to resolving
some of the difficulties we now experience.

There are established SOS committees across NSW and
we encourage all apiarists, no matter how big or small, to

contact their local SOS committee when moving through
New South Wales.

This can be done via https://sos-nsw.com/

Stop Off-target Spraying in the RIVERINA

SOS Riverina Valleys was formed in early 2019, and is
made up of representatives from ALL farming industries
(including cotton, dryland cropping and grazing, rice,
grains, apiarists and horticultural production systems),
advisors, chemical suppliers/resellers, spray applicators,
councils, government departments and water supply
organisations across the Riverina region. We all recognise
the need to work together to prevent spray drift in our
region.

The Riverina Valleys SOS Committee works to
progresses the SOS initiative in the Riverina and the
members are:

¢ Kevin Sternberg (Chairman) — Syngenta

e Iva Quarisa (Secretary) — Irrigation Research &
Extension Committee
Matt Toscan — Irrigation farmer Darlington Point
Grant Delves- Prune Growers Association &
Irrigation farmer Hanwood
Michael Pfitzner- Dryland farmer Rankin Springs
Lachlan Danckert — Irrigation Farmer Deniliquin
Steve Cunial — Apiarist
John Ward — Grazier
Gerry Wilcox — Riverina Helicopters
Brian Bortolin — Riverina Winegrape Growers
Mark Groat — SunRice
e  Michael Waanders— EPA
¢ Neil Bull- Rice Growers Association
¢ Kylie Edwards — Cotton Australia
e Peter McGrath — Griffith City Council
e Pat Brown — Murrumbidgee Shire Council
e Lucy Smith — Murrumbidgee Irrigation
e Katie Dunn — NSW DPI
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> THE BETTER WAY
FOR BEEKEEPERS

Beewise is a family-owned business, with more than
60 years' experience in the beekeeping industry.

Beewise is a science and engineering-based company committed to providing 60 YEARS
beekeepers throughout Australia with a comprehensive range of quality
beekeeping equipment and products, many of which are produced in-house.

Our workshop is set up to design and produce custom-made equipment to
meet beekeepers' individual requirements.

Comprehensive range of quality Beekeeping Equipment

. ®
TUVRheinland

Konigin Extractors

2-Frame to 100-Frame
Tangential, Radial, Horizontal
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ﬂ —
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Kaptarlift Hive Trolleys Apimaye Thermo Hives
Manual & Electric 7-Frame Nucs, 7-Frame & 10-Frame Hives
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Beemax Full Depth Plastic Frames

Premium Quality Plastic Frames of pure food grade ABS resin
that set the industry benchmark for lug strength, rigidity and
durability. Rounded corners for less finger trauma.

Premium Grade Full Depth Wood Frames

- Assembled Brass Eyelets, Wired, Waxed

Six (6) SS Wires for added spin strength. Unassembled &
assembled/wired also available.

Premium Grade WSP Wood Frames - Assembled Brass Eyelets, Wired,
Waxed also available. Four (4) SS Wires for added spin strength.

Wax-Dipped 8-frame & 10-Frame boxes
- F/Depth, WSP

Apimaye 10-Frame

: DRS Uncapper
Base for Wood Hives Quick and easy uncapping without
Vented base, entrance closure, the need for power or heat source.
pest tray, removable pollen trap & tray with or without tub.
BEEWISE - Showroom-Warehouse 5 /// e
9 5 Zeta Crescent, O'Connor WA 6163 '

. 1800 BEEWISE (Free Call) | 1800233947 (Free Call)
& bees@beewise.com.au @ www.beewise.com.au
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A\ A4 Y
INDUSTRIAL CLEANING & HEATING EQUIPMENT

HEAT YOUR HONEY PLANT
FOR LESS THAN $30.00 A DAYNI*

SELF I:l]NTAINEII II[IT WATER REI:YII[INE SYSTEM

Thermostatically Controlled
« Running at 98° +/-2°C
« Wash down hose & gun included in package
« Diesel Fired, Economical to run, 2 Litres per hour
« Simple & Reliable! 20 plus years of field
service and counting!
« Under 3 amps power consumption**

Contact your nearest Branch 1800 774 892

We have branches in

Smithfield NSW, Rocklea QLD, Scorsby VIC and Wingfield SA
plus local distributors.
Or go to www.spitwater.com.au

*Based on a 10 hour working day ** In our field tests
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New fungus strain could provide a chemical-free method
to help honey bees

May 27, 2021

Washington State University

A new fungus strain bred in a lab could provide a
chemical-free method for eradicating mites that kill
honey bees. Varroa destructor mites play a large role in
Colony Collapse Disorder, which destroys thousands of
bee colonies every year.

A new fungus strain could provide a chemical-free
method for eradicating mites that kill honey bees,
according to a study published this month in Scientific
Reports.

A team led by Washington State University entomologists
bred a strain of Metarhizium, a common fungus found in
soils around the world, to work as a control agent against
varroa mites. Unlike other strains of Metarhizium, the
one created by the WSU research team can survive in the
warm environments common in honey bee hives, which
typically have a temperature of around 35 Celsius (or 95
F).

“We’ve known that metarhizium could kill mites, but

it was expensive and didn’t last long because the fungi
died in the hive heat,” said Steve Sheppard, professor in
WSU’s Department of Entomology and corresponding
author on the paper. “Our team used directed evolution to
develop a strain that survives at the higher temperatures.

Plus, Jennifer took fungal spores from dead mites,
selecting for virulence against varroa.”

Jennifer Han, a post-doctoral researcher at WSU, led the
breeding program along with WSU assistant research
professors Nicholas Naeger and Brandon Hopkins.

Paul Stamets, co-owner and founder of Olympia-

based business Fungi Perfecti, also contributed to the
paper. Stamets is a fungi expert, well-known for using
several species in applications ranging from medicine to
biocontrol.

Varroa destructor mites, small parasites that live on honey
bees and suck their “blood,” play a large role in Colony
Collapse Disorder, which causes beekeepers to lose 30-
50% of their hives each year. The mites feed on bees,
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weakening their immune systems and making them more
susceptible to viruses.

The main tools beekeepers use to fight varroa are
chemicals, such as miticides, but the tiny pests are
starting to develop resistance to those treatments, Naeger
said.

Metarhizium is like a mold, not a mushroom. When
spores land on a varroa mite, they germinate, drill into
the mite, and proliferate, killing it from the inside out.
Bees have high immunity against the spores, making it a
safe option for beekeepers.

Stamets, who did some of the initial testing with
Metarhizium that showed the fungus couldn’t survive
hive temperatures, was impressed by the work done by
the WSU researchers.

“Science progresses through trial and error, and my
technique wasn’t economical because of the hive heat,”
he said. “But Jennifer did enormous amounts of culture
work to break through that thermal barrier with this new
strain. It’s difficult to really appreciate the Herculean
effort it took to get this.”

Han and Naeger screened more than 27,000 mites for
levels of infection to get the new strain.

“It was two solid years of work, plus some preliminary
effort,” Han said. “We did real-world testing to make sure
it would work in the field, not just in a lab.”

This is the second major finding to come from WSU’s
research partnership with Stamets involving bees and
fungi. The first involved using mycelium extract that
reduced virus levels in honey bees.

“It’s providing a real one-two punch, using two different
fungi to help bees fight varroa,” Stamets said. “The
extracts help bee immune systems reduce virus counts
while the Metarhizium is a potentially great mite
biocontrol agent.”

The next step is to seek approval from the Environmental
Protection Agency to use Metarhizium on hives used in
agriculture. The team must also finalize delivery methods
for beekeepers to apply the fungus in hives.

“We hope in 10 years that, rather than chemical
miticides, Metarhizium is widely used to control Varroa
mites,” Sheppard said. “And that the mite problem for
beekeepers has been significantly reduced.”

The team thinks the methods they developed to evolve
Metarhizium for varroa control could be used to improve
biocontrol agents in other crop systems as well.

The majority of the funding for this work came from
private donations from individuals and foundations.

Additional funding came from Washington State
Department of Agriculture (WSDA) Specialty Crop
Block Grant K2531 and the USDA National Institute of
Food and Agriculture, Hatch 1007314.

Australia’s Honeybee News July - August 2021



New Members
Anneliese Austin, Keerrong NSW
Connie Ryman, Dungowan NSW
Laura Skinner, Big Springs NSW

Neil Mabher, Glendale QLD
Jim Levy, Tamworth NSW
Matthew Gledhill, Pine Mountain VIC
Mark Piggott, Blackalls Park NSW
Peter Flemming, Asquith NSW
John McKenzie Goonellabh NSW
Mitchell McLennan NSW

Returning Members
J & C Maunder, Myers Flat VIC
F, E & M Papworth, Strathallan Vic
Colin Nagle, Tumbarumba NSW
Jovan Mizdrak, Casula NSW
Col Sandeman, Kotara NSW
Elizabeth Saxvik, Darlington Point NSW
Barry McLean, Murwillumbah NSW
D & T Parker, Blayney NSW
Tim & Jon Collins, Swan Creek NSW
Kevin Miles, Parkes NSW
Wenday Randall, Sextonville NSW

BEECHWORTH
HONEY

100% Australian Honey....Always!

« 100% Australian family owned

« Family beekeepers since the
1880’s

. Caring about bees, beekeepers,
nature and families

« Putting people before profits to
build a better beekeeping legacy

« Treating others like we’d like to
be treated to make a difference
for food security

To make your honey or beeswax make
more of a difference contact Steven

Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or -

beekeeper@beechworthhoney.com.au

beechworthhoney.com.au

00O

EZYLoader-

Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

Suits medium to large trucks

- Manufactured in Australia

- Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling

- Boom brake system —ease of under-supering and requeening
Split boom for load positioning

- 6 Different models — remote control optlon

- Lifting capacity up to 500kg

- Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space

- Fully self contained and low maintenarice

- One man operation with controls at the load

- Special range of attachments

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD

All enquiries please contact Mark 2/48 Piper Drive Ballina NSW 2478
SALES | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6686 9736 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com | mail@ezyloader.com
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DALRWPLE
g CALRYT

APIARY SUPPLIES

MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS
OF ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

POLLEN

ALL
AUSTRALIAN
MADE USING

QUALITY
AUSTRALIAN
HOOP PINE

Pollen available in 5kgs bags

1 x 5 kg bag $16/ kg

4 x 5kg bags 1 Box $14/ kg

20 x 5kg bags 5 Boxes $13/ kg
Plus freight

" AND OPERATED

Locally owned and
manufactured in our
factory on the Southern Darling Downs, QLD

Stockist of most other beekeeping supplies

65 Forde Street Allora QLD 4362 ¢ 0448 717 051
www.dalrympleview.com.au ¢ sales@dalrympleview.com.au

FRAME CLEANERS

Framelcleaners HotWashipackagesh
oo o A

_ (available until end November 2019)

Keep putting of the messy and thankless task of cleaning hive frames?

Welcome to the new innovative Powershot Turbo Frame Cleaner, giving you a comparative, mess free
and quick solution for cleaning frames. No need to pre-soak or steam frames prior to cleaning These
units are also adjustable to take the 3 sizes of plastic frames making it suitable for all users.

Obtain exceptional results for very little effort with these frame cleaners. Testing has proven 95% or better
cleaning result even on the most difficult frames.

Before...

After...

J\ HIGH-PRESSURE WASHERS
- HOT WATER

Description Min. Pressure Req. Min. Volume Req.  Max. Temp.
PS1000FC 1800psi 11L/pm
L PS2000FC | Double Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 19L/pm 600

Single Side Hive Frame Cleaner

Buy now for the season - Call Andrew on 0400 259 646 Email: sales@powerblast.com.au wwvwv.powershot.co.nz
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AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC.

ABN 63 939614 424

PO Box 42, Jamison Centre, Macquarie ACT 2614
Q%) ahbic@honeybee.org.au

Ph: 0402 467 780

www.honeybee.org.au

Friends of AHBIC Voluntary Contribution Form

Supporting Australia’s national beekeeping industry with a voluntary contribution

ease complete this form and return by email to ahbic@honeybee.org.au or PO Box 42 Jamison Centre, Macquarie ACT 261

Friend Category Investment Friend Category Investment
Platinum Plus $60,000 & above Silver $1,000 - $1,999
Platinum $20,000 - $59,999 Bronze S500 - $999
Gold Plus $5,000 - $19,999 Copper $100 - $499
Gold $2,000 - $4,999 Other S0 -599

Contribution Details

EMAil: (PIEASE PRINT CIEAITY).ciiuuieiiiiiiiieitiee ettt ettt e et e sttt e sttt e s sttt e s ate e e sabbaeessabeeesanbeeesnsteesnbaeessbeeesnnsseesnssens

[ 170 o L= Date: oo

Payment Method
Amount: S......eeeeeene.

1. EFT Deposit (preferred payment method)
Account Name: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc

Bank: Bendigo Bank
BSB: 633 000
Account No: 150 976 405
Reference: Please include your NAME as the reference
2. CHEQUE: Please post cheque with this form to PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614

3. CREDIT CARD: Online at https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/

Please circle YES/NO to the following:

1. The AHBIC newsletter lists contributors

i. Publish your name YES / NO
ii. Publish the contribution amount YES / NO
2. lwould like to receive a copy of the monthly newsletter YES / NO

Please note all contributors will be emailed a receipt

Your contribution is gratefully appreciated, thank you.
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P AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY

NEWS FROM THE CHAIR, Trevor

Weatherhead AM
1. With the Covid restrictions now imposed by the
various States, AHBIC will again be participating in the
working group that was established last year to ensure
that beekeepers are able to deliver hives for almond
pollination and not have to self-isolate for 14 days when
they return to their home State.
The working group has had one meeting this year and is
now scheduled for another meeting this week. This group
consists of the various State Associations, Government
representatives from the various States affected, AHBIC,
almond industry and some brokers. If you want to keep
up to date,
our AHBIC website will again have the latest information
and your various State Associations will also be on top of
the latest developments.

2. It has been a difficult month with the various

Covid outbreaks. I was able to attend the Queensland
Beekeepers Association (QBA) conference at Southport.
Great program. Helen and I were also able to attend the
Open day (field day) run by the Brisbane Branch of the
QBA at Beenleigh State High School grounds. Great
venue, great weather, and great program. Helen and |
had an AHBIC stand and were able to meet many of our
Friends of AHBIC and, thanks to the help from Brad
Jensen, we recruited some more Friends of AHBIC.

3. Helen and I were also able to attend the South
Australian Apiarists Association (SAAA) conference at
Berri. Great venue and great program. Again, it was great
to meet up with the many Friends of AHBIC and meet
up again with old friends and make new ones. The tour
of the almond orchard and processing plant was very
enlightening.

4. The intention was that Helen and I would travel from
South Australia to attend the conference meetings in
Western Australia. However due to Covid restrictions
uncertainty, the decision was made not to attend and this
has been justified by the bans that have been put in place.
It was disappointing that this decision had to be made as
we were looking forward to meeting the beekeepers in
WA.

5. The AHBIC AGM was to be in Sydney on 12 July
but due to all the Covid border restrictions this has

been cancelled as a face to face in Sydney and will be
virtual. Still on the same day. For people who wish to be
observers they will need to register with our CEO Helen
so they can receive the login details.

6. With 2022 marking 200 years since the successful
introduction of the honey bee to Australia I have heard
it said that the reason the honey bee was introduced was
for pollination. From what I have researched there is

no evidence to support this. I have asked those who say
this to give me references for this but, to date, I have

COUNCIL INC (AHBIC)

UPDATE

Full newsletter available from http://honeybee.org.au
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not received any. When you think about that time the
crops they grew did not require honey bee pollination i.e.
wheat, maize, barley, oats etc. For those few that needed
pollination there would have been plenty of native bees
around.

Also in the various articles in the Sydney Gazette in
1822 there is no mention of pollination, only honey
production and swarms. As an example on 1 November
1822 “We congratulate our Readers upon the complete
establishment of that most valuable insect, the bee, in
this Territory. During the past three weeks, three swarms
of young bees have been produced from two hives, the
property of D. Wentworth Esq. purchased by him from
Captain Wallace, of the Isabella, and placed at his estate
at Homebush, near Parramatta. The fragrant scrubs and
flowers of Australia are thus proved to be peculiarly
congenial to the increase of this insect; and we trust that,
in a few years, we shall be able to add honey and wax

to our numerous productions.” Of note is the spelling of
Wallace. In earlier articles it is Wallis. So if anyone does
have any references to pollination please let me now.
June 2021 Page 5 of 10

7. AHBIC sent a letter of congratulations to Kay Hull for
her being made an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO)
in the Queen’s Birthday honours list. Kay is currently the
Chair of AgriFutures Australia.

Life memberships

One of the pleasures of going to the different conferences
is to see worthy people given life membership of

their Association. The following have been given life
membership at this round of conferences:-

- Neil Bingley - New South Wales Apiarists
Association

- Lindsay Bourke - Tasmanian Beekeepers
Association

- Maxine Ewington — Tasmanian Beekeepers
Association

- Adrian Jones — Queensland Beekeepers Association

- Robert Dewar — Queensland Beekeepers Association

- Barry Pobke — South Australian Apiarists Association
I am sure that if you know the above, as I do, you will
agree that they have been recognised for their valuable
service to their various Associations. Congratulations to
all. Well deserved.

GOODACRE MEMORIAL AWARD

The Goodacre Award for 2021 was presented to Mr
Charles (Joe) Horner at the NSWAA Conference in
Tamworth 20 May 2021.

The Goodacre Award for 2020 was presented to Marion
Weatherhead at the QBA Conference on 4 June 2021.
Please note this could not be presented to Marion in 2020
due to Covid — 19.

Congratulations to both recipients and it is a great
acknowledgement of their contribution to the industry.
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PLASTIC

The Best Plastic Foundation

" HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES |

Col & Linda Wilson PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI NSW 2327 Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FOUNDATION

WAX

We can mill to the thickness
you require

Premium Quality

For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES

WEATHERTEX Lids & Bottom
Boards

QUEEN EXCLUDERS
FRAME FEEDERS
QUEEN CELLS

You Can Buy Have your own wax milled or
Dominates Sales in exchanged for foundation in
USA and CANADA stock

Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal DRONE COMB FOUNDATION
I available
Fu PLAST.IICblF RAMES Wax bought or exchanged for
avallable bee goods
AFB
FRAMES Mahurangi NZ TEST KITS

Quick and easy to use
Results in just 3 minutes

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

NOZEVIT

HIVES CAN BE TREATED FOR LESS THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the
Spring, and will winter extremely well when
their intestinal integrity is intact. By using all
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal
cleansing for internal ailments.

ie NOSCMa

\_

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Email: honeybeel00@skymesh.com.au

Phone: 02 4930 4950
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Could this be happening to your beehives?

Disease in bee equipment can be a major problem
if left untreated.

The devastating effect diseases such as American
and European Foulbrood can cause is a constant
& concern for beekeepers.

s reatment using Gamma Irradiation is a well

M established and proven method for eliminating

| pathogens from bee equipment and killing all
forms of insect and pest contamination.

Irradiation also assists with increasing honey yield.

Is sterilisation a key step in your production process?

Gamma Irradiation provides the most effective sterilisation solution for
manufacturers of medicinal honey products.

Sterilisation ensures a quality product that meets all regulatory and business
requirements.

Steritech has been a provider of Gamma Irradiation services to the medicinal
honey industry for many years. Using our expertise and knowledge we can
assist you with your sterilisation requirements.

YOU CAN RELY ON IRRADIATION —YOU CAN RELY ON STERITECH

Your bees are calling out to you!

Steritech has been providing Gamma
Irradiation to the beekeeping industry for

Innovation is driven from ideas

The concept of using irradiation in the beekeeping industry
all started with an idea on how to do things a bit differently.

many years. In fact, the irradiation of bee
equipment was pioneered in Australia! We are constantly trying to develop ways to utilise our

processes to help your industry in lots of new ways.
Whether our service is used to eliminate

current contamination or is used as a
preventative measure,
N Steritech is always happy
to help our beekeepers.

But without your ideas and input, gamma irradiation would not
be where it is today.

Come and share your thoughts and ideas
with us. You could hold the key to
developing a new application that could =
alter the beekeeping industry forever.

From beehives to medical
\ applications, Steritech
® is there for you.
Serhieet e o ol Please contact us about any inspirational ideas you have
member of the NSWAA

Steritech ww.steritech.com.au
- e

STERITECH NSW
Jamie Crighton
National Business Development Manager
Tel: 02 8785 4400
Email: jerighton@steritech.com.au

STERITECH QLD
Glenn Robertson
QLD General Manager
Tel: 07 3293 1566
Email: grobertson@steritech.com.au

STERITECH VIC
Raymond Bryden
VIC Sales Executive
Tel: 03 8726 5566
Email: rbryden@steritech.com.au
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AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL

For beekeeping information read
The American Bee Journal
Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material,
including questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00
Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2" Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324  Fax: (217) 847 3660
Email: abj@dadant.com
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com
The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE

The Magazine of American Beekeeping
Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.
Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas
For more information and a free sample copy
Contact: The Editor
PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE BUZZ!

South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter
Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA
(minimum subs $100.00)
For further information please contact:
The Secretary, SAAA
PO Box 326 Mt Compass SA 5290
Ph; 0419 982 102
Email: secretary(@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER

Bi-monthly newsletter for
The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney
Email: editor@beckeepers.asn.au

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc. - www.
nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions: Pauline Downie
PO Box 25207 Wellington 6146 New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254
Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising: Certa Solutions
PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515
Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz
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100% AUSSIE HONEY 5

PROUDLY
AUSSIE

Pure Honey Capilano: Australian owned and

operated, since 1953.

100% AUSTRALIAN Capilano is owned by a wholly Australian
, company, Hive + Wellness Australia that is
& AUSTI;Q{'IISATEDFIS\Y’?(?E%%?ONEY proudly headquartered in Richlands, QLD.

The honey used in Capilano products is
supplied by over 800 Australian beekeepers

@ and is packed and marketed by around 150
— 500g — Alioney " hardworking Australian locals across three
sites in Richlands, QLD, Maryborough, VIC, and
Bayswater, WA.

y

Hive + Wellness Australia is committed to
innovation and quality in Australian bee
products. We are equally dedicated to
protecting and fostering the growth of the
Australian Apicultural industry and your family’s
hardworking beekeeping businesses.

We are actively seeking to expand our supplier
network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax
from new and existing beekeepers.

To become a supplier, please contact our
Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:
P: 0419 431 652 E: s.covey@hivewell.com

\
S Proud ter of & )
Hive+Wellness  wiiiiling Y590
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SCHUTZ

PACKAGING SYSTEMS

SCHUTZ ECOBULK

EATURES INCLUDE:

- Economically designed for the safe

- Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high

- Capacity MX ECOBULK — 1,000L (275 Gal)

- Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

N

(,

'1\\.

AT

CONTACT SCHUTZ TO ORDER YOUR ECOBULK TODAY AT SALESAU@SCHUETZ.NET OR ON 03 9360 9291
WWW.SCHUETZ.NET




