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Honey & Beeswax for sale?
Call us for a quote

Phone 07 3271 2830  Fax 07 3376 0017
Mobile 0418 786 158

136 Mica Street, Carole Park  Qld  4300
Email:  hdunder@bigpond.net.au

HONEY

LLoyd & Dawn Smith
Committed to maximising returns to beekeepers

Cover: 
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Photograph: Vikki Bingley

      

TERMS 7 DAYS
Late Payments - Add $4 Per Queen 

PAYMENT BY:  Cheque or Direct Debit 
Details on orderingQUEEN BEES

ITALIAN
Prices effective from 1 July 2019

UNTESTED 
1-10 .......... $32.00 each 
11-49 ........ $28.00 each               
50+ ........... $24.00 each             Join now 
and isolated mated breeders = $600.00

DENMAR APIARIES

PO Box 99  WONDAI  Queensland 4606
Phone: 0448 690 064  Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com
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Membership Subscription Rates
The Association Membership year runs

from: 1 March to 28 February
   Note: Rates from 1 March 2017

      0 to	   10 hives        $100.00     1 vote
    11 to	 200 hives        $200.00     2 votes
  201 to 	 400 hives        $300.00     4 votes
  401 + 	 $1.00 per hive 	      6 votes
  700 +  	 $1.00 per hive		      8 votes
1001 +	 $1.00 per hive		    10 votes
Over 1500 hives $1.00 per hive       12 votes
Affiliated/Retired/Student	  $65.00    1 vote
Honeybee News subscriber/member 
			                 $65.00    0 vote

Membership Benefits
•	 Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be 

represented through a common organisation 
•	 Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources
•	 Help to secure your Industry’s future
•	 Provide strong representation to Government 
•	 Membership Badge
•	 Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers
•	 Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News the NSWAA  

bi-monthly Journal & FREE classified advertisement in Journal
•	 Annual State Conference & Trade/Field Days
•	 Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA Branches
•	 Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers and NSW DPI 

representatives at meetings, workshops and conferences
•	 WFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata - 1300 934 

934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ Association 
(NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let your local Area 
Manager know that you are a member to receive this benefit for 
the Association. - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417 943 451 E: jane.
jones@wfi.com.au

•	 SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members’ rate

FULL PAGE HALF PAGE QUARTER PAGE EIGHTH PAGE
Colour Colour Colour Colour

6 Issues $2090.00 $1180.00 $640.00 $380.00
3 Issues  $1180.00   $635.00 $350.00 $215.00
1 Issue $465.00   $260.00 $175.00 $120.00
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           The official Journal of the NSW Apiarists’ Association (NSWAA)     www.nswaa.com.au
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  NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. Executive Council

PRESIDENT:  Stephen Targett  PO Box 325 NARRANDERA NSW 2700  Mob: 0428 649 321  
Email: wally.56@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT:  Steve Cunial PO Box 771 GRIFFITH NSW 2680 Mob: 0448 627 291 
Email: steve@cunialbeekeeping.com.au
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Ray Hull, Neil Bingley, Stephen Targett, Steve Cunial, Robyn Lewis, Brian Woolfe
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Presidents Report
Happy New Year.  I hope that everyone has had a good 
start to the New Year and spent some time with family 
and friends over the holiday period.

The decision has been made to not have Honeyland at the 
Royal Easter Show.  Honeyland would certainly make a 
loss with a new location and restricted crowd numbers at 
the show.  NSWAA cannot afford to take a serious loss at 
this time and the executive made the decision to not have 
Honeyland in 2021.

The executive are planning to run a face to face AGM 
and conference this year.  Work is well underway for this 
to occur.  Numbers may be limited – depending on the 
COVID situation at the time.   Tickets for the conference 
will be available after the Feb executive meeting.  If 
the conference is cancelled all ticket monies will be 
refunded. Registering for the conference will able to be 
done on line.

There will be a bee products competition conducted in 
conjunction with the AGM/Conference.   This is a new 
initiative created by Suellen Cooper.  The categories are 
in this HBN.  Please consider entering in one or more of 
the categories.  The more entries, the better it will be to 
showcase our amazing industry during World Bee Day 
which coincides with our AGM/Conference.  A BIG 
thank you to Suellen.

Two executive are standing down at this years AGM.  
Consider standing to help lead our industry into the 
future.
While most people were enjoying the holiday season 
some beekeepers were doing the wrong thing and 
dumping hives on TSR’s without a permit and also along 
travelling stock routes without a permit.  This is stealing.   
Other beekeepers had permits for the TSR’s and also 
parts of the stock route.   

I believe dumping on public land sites will get worse.  
The reason for this is that beekeepers with a poor or 
no business plan are increasing their hive numbers for 
almond pollination but not increasing their bee site 
numbers.  For an increase in one load of hives at least 
SEVEN extra bee sites are required to support that load 
most years.

The industry has to take a stance on beekeepers who 
dump on public land sites.  Unfortunately NSWAA 
cannot do anything about bees dumped on private 
property next to your bees on public land.  To that 
end NSWAA is beginning conversations with LLS to 
radically increase fines for the dumping of bees on LLS 
controlled land.  Eventually this will be rolled out to 

other public land agencies.

There are already fines available for LLS rangers to 
administer to beekeepers who dump however fines are 
so small as to not be a deterrent.   What NSWAA will be 
proposing is as follows:

Bees dumped on LLS land without a permit - $5,000 fine 
plus $8,000 for every week or part thereof that the bees 
remain on site.   Eg if the bees are dumped for 5 days 
then the total fine to the beekeeper would be $13,000.  If 
the bees are dumped for 10 days then the fine would total 
$21,000.  

Obviously there has to be proof such as a ranger seeing 
the hives etc.   PLUS – LLS would report the fine to the 
single desk where a demerit point would be held against 
the beekeeper for X number of years.  This would make it 
extremely difficult for the beekeeper to get a public land 
site in any ballot.

NSW beekeepers have access to public land sites through 
the good grace of government.  If a small number of 
beekeepers keep doing the wrong thing then our industry 
could have far more restrictions placed on it.

I recently was surveyed on the NSW Government 
Drought Relief packages for our industry.  If beekeepers 
have any other ideas that would be of financial benefit 
(cashflow) for beekeepers during droughts please inform 
the executive.  Only 33 beekeepers took advantage of 
the freight subsidy for feed and water for their bees.  
This subsidy was not only for the freight to get the sugar 
syrup, pollen and pollen substitutes to your home base 
but also for the delivery of these products from your 
home base to the bees.  There was a phone number to call 
to get help with filling out the paperwork.  If I can fill 
out the paperwork then it was not too onerous.  33 is a 
disappointing number.

An update on the Bushfire Industry Recovery grant 
monies.  University of Sydney have received the funding 
deed and will soon sign off on it.  I am working closely 
with University of Sydney to ensure the projects will 
proceed.  I am confident that projects will be able to 
commence sometime in autumn 2021.

A friendly reminder that membership renewals are due 
1 Mar 2021.  Renewals can be done on line from our 
website at nswaa.com.au.

Stephen Targett
President
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They know me.  
They know my farm.  

That’s why I’m  
insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your 
business and how it operates. Because when we get to  
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from 
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).
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AUSTRALIA’S NO.1 
BEEKEEPING LOADER|

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader 
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd
Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable 
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800  686 
411 to organise your obligation free demo!

Ability to load the truck from 
one side using telescopic boom
Huge lifting capacity up to 
1500kg 
Park sideways across truck 
Optional air-conditioned cabin
Self Levelling Boom
Prompt delivery Australia wide

All terrain 4wd with 
outstanding stability 
Backed by a Family business for 
over 25 years 
Save time and man power
Easy to access and operate
Over 200 attachments
Easy finance options available

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com | 
www.avantequipment.com




















Compact Articulated Loaders
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NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.
ABN:  89 417 216 326 

THE VOICE OF THE BEEKEEPER 

OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION 

To provide a means whereby the apiarists of this state may be represented through a common organisation for the 
welfare of the Industry. 

To provide relevant information on the production of apiary products and services produced in NSW and to ensure an 
adequate return to the apiarist, for their labour and capital in the Industry. 

The Association is committed to increasing the demand for apiary products, disseminating information to Members, 
securing business concessions for members and protecting the natural resources valuable to bees. 

To co-operate with the relevant government agencies in instructional and experimental work connected with the 
Industry. 

To assist Members in their apicultural rights, secure effective legislation and administration in 
affairs affecting the Industry. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

Membership of the Association provides beekeepers with a voice in industry affairs, either through the members' 
branch or through the Annual State Conference. 

The Association's publication, Australia’s Honeybee News, helps keep members abreast of political, technical and 
economic developments that affect their livelihood. It is published six times a year and is free to members. 

Most importantly, membership of the Association directly supports the state's only organisation of professional 
beekeepers ... the only organisation that can help you survive. 

The Association fights for better prices, better access to honey and pollen producing flora, better protection from 
agricultural chemicals and better research and development. 

Voting in ballots is proportional to operational size and ranges from 1 to 12 votes depending on the number of hives 
owned. 

BRANCH STRUCTURE 

Anybody of not less than ten members may apply to the Executive Council for registration as a branch of the 
Association. 

Branches run their own programs and conduct their own business. They also have the right to be represented at 
meetings of the Association's Executive Council. 

Most members of the Association are also members of their local branch. Presently there are branches in the Central 
Tablelands, Hunter Valley, North Coast, Northern Tablelands, Riverina, Southern Tablelands, Sydney Metropolitan, 
Tamworth and Western Plains. 

President 
Stephen Targett 

State Secretary/Treasurer 
LRA Consulting Australia 

Contact Us 
NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc 

PO Box 325, Narrandera NSW 2700 Robyn Lewis PO Box 117, Narellan, NSW 2567 
P: 0428 649 321 E: wally.56@hotmail.com P: 0466 269 811 E: info@nswaa.com.au 
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NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION INC. 
ABN:  89 417 216 326 

 

Office Use only. 

Payment Type/Date: Receipted ☐ Master List ☐ HBN ☐ M/Card ☐

 

 
 

Membership Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 

Postal Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Email ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………. 

Contact (Mobile): …………….………………………………………………… (Home)…………………………………………………….. 

Branch …………………………………………………………………………. Membership Number # …………………………………. 

 
The Association's current financial year ends on 28 February 2021 and your membership subscription is now 

due for renewal. Please complete this membership form and return it along with your payment to ensure your 
membership remains current. 

 
Complete the section below and return it along with your payment to 

NSWAA Sate Secretary/Treasurer, PO Box 117, Narellan NSW 2567, or email to info@nswaa.com.au or       
Fax: 02 9475 4152 

 
NUMBER OF HIVES: [must be completed]                  Membership Type: ____________________________ 

 
MEMBERSHIP RATES 2021-2022 

 CATEGORY VOTES  RATES (inc GST) 
     0 - 10 hives 1 vote ........................................................... $100 
 11 - 200 hives 2 votes ........................................................... $200 
    201 - 400 hives 4 votes ......................................  ..................... $300 
 401+ hives (maximum of $2000.00) Variable, max. 

14 votes 
  

 Insert number of hives......................................x $1/hive = $......... 
 Affiliated 1 vote Insert affiliated organisation & member no .................................. $65 
 Student 1 vote Insert institution and student no .................................................. $65 
 Retired ie. no longer having hives 1 vote ........................................................... $65 
 Honeybee News Subscriber Only 0 vote ........................................................... $65 
 I would like to make a donation to the NSW Apiarists' Association Resource Fund 

(Please contact us for payment details. ) 
 

...................... 
   TOTAL $...................... 

 
PAYMENT METHODS:  
Website  www.nswaa.com.au  Please charge my Credit Card (Visa / MasterCard) as per details below $................... 

 cheque / money order    Direct Deposit: Direct Deposit:  NSWAA Westpac Bank BSB: 032 710 Account: 264867               
Ref: membership no.# & surname). If paying by direct deposit, please email or fax a copy of your remittance advice.     

_ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ _ _ / _ _     ______ 
Card Number Expiry Date                CVV 

 
 

Name on credit card Signature Date 

 
A Tax invoice will be forwarded on receipt of payment. 

2021-2022 Membership Renewal 
Tax Invoice 
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  AUSTRALIAN		      EXPORTERS
				             ABN 96 078 192 300

Queen Bees
Prices include GST:

1 - 10 ............................ $33.50 each
11 - 49 .......................... $31.00 each
50 - 100......................... $29.00 each
OVER 100 (in total) .... $28.50 each

           200 and over - Discounts apply
Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March......
Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

 FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: aqbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799

BEE ENGINEERING
MANUFACTURERS OF

WE SPECIALISE IN THE MANUFACTURE 
OF 

STAINLESS STEEL 

UNCAPPERS AND DEBOXERS
6 MODELS OF UNCAPPERS 

TO SUIT EVERY APPLICATION
DEBOXERS

TO SUIT ALL BOX AND FRAME SIZES

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box 126 Parkwood
Western Australia 6147 

BB--QQUUAALL    
IInndduussttrryy  OOwwnneedd  QQuuaalliittyy    

AAssssuurraannccee  SSyysstteemm  
  
  

HHOOWW  DDOOEESS  BB--QQUUAALL    
CCEERRTTIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  BBEENNEEFFIITT  MMYY  

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS??  
  

 Product integrity 
 Quality Assurance 
 HACCP based certification 
 Regulatory Compliance 
 Industry best practice 
 Biosecurity 
 Access to domestic &      

export markets 
  

BB--QQUUAALL  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  aallssoo      
eennaabblleess  aann  eenntteerrpprriissee  ttoo      

mmaarrkkeett  iittss  pprroodduucctt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  
BB--QQUUAALL  llooggoo  ttoo  sshhooww  tthhaatt  iitt  
mmeeeettss  tthhee  BB--QQUUAALL  IInndduussttrryy  

SSttaannddaarrddss  
  

CCoommpplleettee  yyoouurr  ttrraaiinniinngg  aatt  
hhoommee  aatt  yyoouurr  oowwnn  ppaaccee!!  

 
 

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  aa  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  PPaacckk  
ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  BB--QQUUAALL  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  tteeaamm    

www.bqual.com.au 
AUS-QUAL  Pty Ltd 

Phone (07) 3361 9200    |    Toll Free Number 1800 630 890 
email:  bqual@ausqual.com.au 

A u s t r a l i a

FACTORY DIRECT

Made in Australia by Danbar Plastics

BEEPLAS FOUNDATION SHEETS

• Made in Australia for Australian conditions
• Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene
• Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance
• Natural cell size
• Mitred bottom corners
• 6mm engagement tongue

Contact:

Danbar Plastics

Ph: (03) 5382 4740
sales@danbar.com.au

Plastic Beehive Components

www.danbar.com.auBuy NOW!! IN-STORE or ONLINE
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There have been some recent developments in 
tracing human disease outbreaks that may have use 
in the control of American foulbrood (AFB). 

In 2020 Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) was 
detected in Australia and by December 2020, 
28,000 people had been infected with the virus. 
However, by December locally transmitted infections 
had almost been eliminated. One important reason 
for this success in controlling the disease was the 
ability to determine from where infected individuals 
acquired the virus. In Victoria, it was determined 
that the second wave of infections that resulted 
in the Victorian lock down was caused by the 
strain of the virus associated with staff working in 
hotel quarantine.  By reviewing hotel quarantine 
procedures, the source of these new infections was 
eliminated, and Victoria was able to halt continuing 
spread of infection.

The technique used to trace these COVID-19 
infections is called genomic sequencing. This 
involves analysing the DNA sequences, i.e. the 
bases that make up a DNA molecule, of the 
organism of interest. As well as its use in tracing 
COVID-19, genomic sequencing has also been 
used in tracing the source of food poisoning and 
hospital disease outbreaks. Genomic sequencing 
would also have application in tracing AFB sources. 
Outbreaks of AFB occur frequently but infection 
sources are often difficult to determine, and many 
cases go undiagnosed. Comparison of genomic 
sequencing data from AFB outbreaks would provide 
information to link positive detections and identify 
strain clusters. For example, a beekeeper who had 
AFB diagnosed in his/her hive which was found to 

be in bee flight distance from a neglected apiary or 
an apiary with an established AFB infection may be 
able to determine whether the strain in the infected 
hives is related to those in a neglected apiary or a 
nearby apiary with an established infection.

A project involving AFB genomic sequencing has 
recently commenced at the NSW Department of 
Primary Industries, Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural 
Institute (EMAI), Menangle. EMAI holds an 
extensive range of Paenibacillus larvae (the cause 
of AFB) isolates. These include isolates from most 
Australian states and the more recently detected 
Northern Territory isolates. EMAI is the diagnostic 
centre for bee disease diagnostics in NSW, 
including AFB diagnostics. 
The project has been granted funding from the Aus-
tralian centre for genomic epidemiological microbiol-
ogy (Ausgem), a research centre with funding from 
University of Technology Sydney (UTS) and NSW 
Department of Primary Industries. With initial Aus-
gem funding, this project aims to optimise method-
ologies and generate several completed genomes 
and sequence isolates from approximately 300 AFB 
and 100 European foulbrood infections, sourced 
primarily from samples submitted to EMAI in 2018-
2020. 

Further funding is being sought to bolster this work 
and construct an online database to identify linked 
AFB detections and aid AFB outbreak tracing.
Daniel Bogema
Ania Deutscher
Michael Hornitzky
Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute

Tracing American Foulbrood 
Infections

BEEWISE
SWARM BOSS

Best swarm lure on the market
Wonderful mimic of Nasonov pheromone
Attract more bees to your swarm trap

Buy-on-line: beewise.com.au
CC Payment: Freecall 1800 233 947
Contact: bees@beewise.com.au 



HEAT YOUR HONEY PLANT 
FOR LESS THAN $30.00 A DAY!!!* 

Contact your nearest Branch 1800 774 892

 Thermostatically Controlled
 Running at 98° +/-2°C
 Wash down hose & gun included in package
 Diesel Fired, Economical to run, 2 Litres per hour
 Simple & Reliable! 20 plus years of field

service and counting!
 Under 3 amps power consumption**

SELF CONTAINED HOT WATER RECYCLING SYSTEM 

We have branches in
Smithfield NSW, Rocklea QLD, Scorsby VIC and Wingfield SA

plus local distributors.
Or go to www.spitwater.com.au

*Based on a 10 hour working day ** In our field tests

I N D U S T R I A L  C L E A N I N G  &  H E A T I N G  E Q U I P M E N T
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Bob McDonald OAM, 1931-2020

Recently, after a short illness, Bob McDonald passed 
away peacefully in Castlemaine, surrounded by his large 
family. We are all very saddened by Bob’s death but feel 
immensely comforted that he lived a good life, helped a 
lot of people and worked hard to advance the beekeeping 
industry.

We feel grateful to have been part of his life and will 
continue to try and live up to his example of living a full 
life with service to others.

Bob leaves behind a great legacy in beekeeping, having 
fallen in love with bees at the age of 16 and created 
a successful, commercial beekeeping business. He 
dedicated himself to this craft for 72 years, and by 
extension to the industry and people who shared his 
passion.

While all this work in beekeeping was happening, Bob 
was also:

•	 A dedicated husband of 60 years to Eileen.

•	 A father to six children.

•	 A grandfather to 19 grandchildren.

•	 A great grandfather to four great grandchildren.

•	 A Scout master for more than 21 years.

Family was always important to Bob, including his four 
siblings and a single mother who raised them through 
the difficult Depression years and subsequently as a war 
widow.

There have been a number of things written about Bob 
and his service to beekeeping, most recently in a piece in 
the December 2020 Australian Bee Journal. In retrospect, 
this was a timely interview and we thank both the 
Victorian Apiarists Association and John Kennedy for 
organising this.

Bob is a great loss to the beekeeping industry. He was 
not a tall man but his contribution was that of a giant 
and his dedication to the development of our industry 
was outstanding. He fought on behalf of the rank-and-
file beekeeper with whom he so closely identified. He 
reached out to local beekeeping groups, teaching the 
basics of beekeeping, through to regional and state 
representation and on to national roles.

Bob had a long-term belief in the strength of the 

beekeeping industry and what can be achieved 
collectively. He observed the influence other industries 
had been able to exert economically and politically and 
leaves a lasting legacy in building that influence within 
Australian beekeeping. Some of these achievements 
include:

•	 38+ years of national beekeeping representation 
in groups and subcommittees of the Australian 
Honey Board, the Federal Council of Apiarists 
Associations Australia, National Council of Crop 
Pollinators and the Australian Honey Bee Indus-
try Council. Bob’s service to the national indus-
try only ended in 2004 during a board upheaval 
culminating in his departure as an executive. 
While this event was a lasting disappointment for 
Bob, the service that he and Eileen performed in 
bringing Apimondia to Australia was ultimately 
recognised 10 years later. Bob remained an in-
terested observer in industry developments and 
freely offered his insights to anyone who asked.

•	 He was an integral part of the team that devel-
oped AHBIC after the AHB was shut down by 
government.

•	 He was central to winning the right to host the 
international Apimondia for Australia in 2007.

•	 The inaugural President of the Crop Pollination 
Association, a group created to represent, educate 
and develop beekeepers and others in the eastern 
states of Australia on the provision of profession-
al crop pollination services. Bob was also part of 
the team to form the NCPA which provided the 
national representation of pollinators.

•	 A past President of the Victorian Apiarists As-
sociation and on the Executive for many years as 
well as numerous subcommittees.

•	 For many years in conjunction with others from 
the Victorian Farmers Federation and the Victori-
an Apiarists Association he was central to efforts 
to improve the access to the public land resource 
base throughout Victoria. Thanks to them all and 
the Victorian government we now have one of 
the best systems for access to floral resources for 
beekeeping in Australia.

•	 In conjunction with the Victorian Agriculture de-
partment Apiary Team of the time he was critical 

Vale Bob McDonald OAM
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in establishing the first sentinel hives in Victoria 
for what was to eventually become part of our 
first point of defence against varroa, the National 
Bee Pest Surveillance Program.

•	 He was an integral part of the team that devel-
oped the Central Victorian Apiarists Association 
in the mid-1960s, a regional group that gave 
voice to many beekeepers throughout central and 
western Victoria.

•	 A critical part of the Bendigo Branch of the VAA 
that has been organising and running one of the 
longest running annual beekeeping field days in 
Australia, for 40+ years.

•	 With Eileen, constantly opening their house to 
fellow beekeepers, who sat at our kitchen table 
to talk about bees, beekeeping and the industry. 
Bob always remembered the difficulties he had in 
learning the craft of beekeeping and was deter-
mined to make it easier for those who followed 
him.

•	 His monthly column, Seasonal Notes, in the Aus-
tralian Bee Journal was testament to his philoso-
phy that all beekeepers should be equipped with 
tips and knowledge to find honey.

•	 He provided encouragement and support to the 
many beekeepers who started with him as em-
ployees but then ventured out on their own as 
full-time commercial beekeepers.

•	 Recipient of the Goodacre Award for meritorious 
service to the Honey Bee industry.

•	 Recipient of the Order of Australia Medal for ser-
vice to the Honey Bee industry.

•	 Joint recipient with Eileen of the AHBIC Award 
of Excellence for winning the Apimondia Con-
gress for Australia.

Bob will be greatly missed and always remain in our 
hearts. Professionally, throughout the whole beekeeping 
community in Australia, we should also remember his 
contribution towards shaping the future of our industry.

His legacy is not only the actual changes that he was 
part of, but his example in how much can be achieved by 
these bodies and through the strength of collective action 
and unity.

He was a very good man. 

Thanks Bob.

By Peter McDonald, on behalf of the McDonald family.
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Visit us at: MyApiary.com 
Call us at: +6611  22  440088  9900663399 

BEEKEEPING 
MANAGED 
WELL

Productivity 
software custom built for 
commercial beekeepers

S M A R T E R  B E E K E E P I N G

TM
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T: 1800 233 947
E: bees@beewise.com.au
www.beewise.com.au

Australian Distributor

Electric & Manual 
Hive Trolleys

■ Lifts up to 100kg
■ Maximum lifting height: 

107cm
■ Clamping width: 

38cm to 70cm
■ Chain Lifting (not belts)
■ Wide Wheels 

15/6.00-6 - 
ideal for sand

■ Wheel drive 
through central 
differential*

■ Driving speed: 
0 to 6.5km/h with 
smooth speed control*

■ Self-Lifting function - so no 
problem loading/unloading 
on to your vehicle*

■ Differential motor 500W*
■ Lithium Ion Battery - 

maintenance-free 24V 20.8Ah*
■ Battery operation: 

typically, 4 hours**Electric 
AWD 
Pro Model

The ultimate beehive trolleys 
built for Australian conditions.

Contact



	 19	 Australia’s Honeybee News January - February 2021

®

 

Contact:
Geoff Lord - Procurement Manager  

m: +61 417 598 201  t: +61 3 8456 3543  
e: geoff.lord@berringa.com

Berringa Customer Service 
  t: +61 3 8456 3543  e: beekeepers@berringa.com

berringa.com

Australian Organic Honey Company Pty Ltd
24 Westside Dr, Laverton North VIC 3026, Australia

BECOME A  
BERRINGA BEEKEEPER
At Berringa, we’ve proudly supported Aussie beekeepers for 25 years and we’re always 

on the lookout for new suppliers. 

What are the advantages of being a Berringa beekeeper?

 We’re 100% Australian owned and operated
  All Berringa products are 100% Australian sourced.
  From Eucalyptus and Manuka to honeycomb and beeswax, we believe  
  Aussie honey is unbeatable.
  Based in Melbourne, the Berringa team is always on hand to answer  
  your queries.

 We’re transparent  
  All Manuka is independently tested.
  We pay our beekeepers based on independent laboratory results. Our  
  quality standards include ACO, Codex, BSafe and TGA.

 We care about our beekeepers
  Drum and IBC supply is free for our regular Manuka suppliers.
  Our dedicated procurement managers and friendly customer service team  
	 	 are	on	hand	to	offer	beekeeper	support.

Be part of a company that drives Australian honey in the international  
and domestic markets. Talk to our friendly procurement and supply team today.

        Bee Build 
 

It does what is says—Builds BEE$ 
A Complete Pollen Replacement based on 

Scientific Honeybee Industry Research 
(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees—RIRCD Pub No. 05/054) 

Visit www.beebuild.com.au  
for full story and how to feed.  

Available in 5kg, 10kg, 20kg or 25kg 
 

Bee Build Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg 
Bee Boost: 500g—a probiotic for bees 

 
Enquiries and Sales Contact: 

Robert & Melissa Dewar 
Ph: (07) 5463 5513 

www.beebuild.com.au 

As one of Australia’s largest
packers of pure Australian honey,

Superbee Honey Factory is
LOOKING FOR SUPPLIERS

to support our increasing demand
for Australian Honey

CONTACT US TO REQUEST A QUOTE OR 
BOOK A DELIVERY
PH: 02 6851 1155 

BEN SMITH EMAIL: ben@superbee.com.au

PAYMENT IN 14 DAYS OR LESS

Bee Wonderful PTY LTD
ABN. 37 113 160 571

Cnr Newell Hwy &
Landrace Rd

FORBES NSW 2871
PH: 02 6851 1155

www.superbee.com.au
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 NSWAA  TRADE SHOW 

2021 
-   Partners   
 

Platinum Partner 

Ecrotek 
 

Wine & Cheese Night Partner 

Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies / Goldfields Honey Australia  
  

Annual Dinner  Partner 

Browns Bees Australia Pty Ltd 
 

     Emerging Honey Bee Partner  

Dalrymple  View Apiary  Supplies 
 

New South Wales Apiarists’ Association appreciates your support  

 

Sponsorship                                              
Opportunity to secure your booth in a  priority location                                                                            

Conditions apply 

 

Further information  

Contact  Therese Kershaw          Email tradeshow@nswaa.com.au 

www.nswaa.com.au 

Working together supporting each other  
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NSWAA  

BEE TRADE SHOW 
 

When 

19– 21 May 2021 

Where 

West Tamworth League Club 

58 Phillip Street    TAMWORTH    NSW    

                                          

  Entry into the Bee Trade Show  is  included with                                     
NSWAA Conference  Registration 

 

Wine & Cheese Night 20th May 2021  

 

Sponsorship                                              
Opportunity to secure your booth in a                              

priority location                                                                            
Conditions apply 

 

Further information  
Contact  Therese Kershaw          Email tradeshow@nswaa.com.au 

www.nswaa.com.au 



ONLY AVAILABLE 
IN AUSTRALIA  
FROM NUPLAS  
APIARIST SUPPLIES

Strong Microbials  
SuperDFM®- HoneyBee™

As a passionate beekeeper,  
we understand how much you want  
to keep your bees healthy. Pathogens  
are a real threat to your bees health  
and often can affect beehives rapidly. 
Nuplas is excited to announce  
SuperDFM-Honeybee™ produced  
by Strong Microbials Inc.

This world first scientific breakthrough is  
a safe formulation that stimulates your bee’s 
health, digestion, and provides additional 
health benefits to your bees.

SuperDFM-Honeybee™ helps stimulate 
immunity to be ready for pathogen challenges. 
These good microbes help your bees have 
a healthy gut and prevent pathogens from 
sticking around. And for those pathogens that 
are already present, SuperDFM-Honeybee™ 
enables them to be excreted off naturally. 

All natural, 100% safe to use anytime of  
the year – even during the nectar flow! 
Created by microbiologists for your 
honeybees’ health! In Australia, you can  
now only purchase SuperDFM-Honeybee™  
from Nuplas by visiting their website.  
Because healthy bees are happy bees!

nuplasapiaristsupplies.com.au 

03 5032 9199

Scientifically tested to increase 
the health of your bees.Healthy Beehives,

Happy Bees.

Whether you’re a first-timer or experienced beekeeper,  
a serious apiarist needs to extract honey properly in order to  
obtain optimal amounts of the sweet stuff whilst staying safe.  

The INCI 4-Frame stainless steel honey extractor is designed  
to hold up to 4 frames and is simple to use. It includes a  
propeller and plexiglass cover and is made from food grade,  
highly durable stainless steel. 

UNBELIEVABLE QUALITY AT THE SPECIAL PRICE  
OF ONLY $497.

SPECIAL OFFER!!!  
INTRODUCING THE ‘INCI’ 4 FRAME  
MANUAL HONEY EXTRACTOR

ORDER NOW & DON’T MISS OUT!

WORLD FIRST SCIENTIFIC  
BREAKTHROUGH

MADE IN TURKEY

STRONG          ICROBIALS

Strong Microbes for a Stronger World
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Special prices for all your 
beekeeping needs

Assembled and 
wired frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Assembled Double Groove Frames: 
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger 
Joints, screwed, wax dipped and 
painted: 
Minimum order quantity = 150

Box Standard Grade
Finger Joint 8/10-Frames: 
Minimum order quantity = 150

Hornsby Branch
63A Hunter Lane Hornsby NSW 2077
Phone: 02 9477 5569   |  Fax: 02 9477 7494 
Trading hours: Mon – Fri  9am - 5pm 
Sat  9am - 4pm

Mt Druitt Branch
Unit 11, 71 Kurrajong Ave Mt Druitt NSW 2770 
Phone: 02 9625 5424   |  Fax: 02 9625 7589
Trading hours: Mon – Fri  10am - 6pm
Sat  10am - 5pm

info@hornsby-beekeeping.com  |  hornsby-beekeeping.com

Call or visit us today.

Hornsby
Beekeeping Supplies
For all your beekeeping needs

$2.20

$20.00

$17.00

$1.65

$2.60

$1.43

Plastic Foundation 
Made in USA:
Minimum 
order quantity = 2000

Coloured Box 
Waxed Dipped and 
Painted 8/10-Frames:  
Minimum order 
quantity = 150

Box Standard 
Grade Rebated 
8/10-Frames:  
Minimum order quantity 
= 150

Drone Comb Frames:  
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Ventilated 
Suits:

$105.00

Plastic Frame Full Depth:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

$34.50

$2.85

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger 

$33.00

We can customise 
your boxes. Your brand, your 

colour, your dimensions!!!
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Technical Specialist, Honey Bees Report

Elizabeth Frost

Technical Specialist, Honey Bees 
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Plan Bee Update

Website: agrifutures.com.au/partnerships/rural-rd-for-
profit-program/plan-bee/ 

Beekeeper hired: Slavi Nenov
“Plan Bee” is shorthand for the National Honey Bee 
Genetic Improvement Program managed by NSW DPI, 
University of Sydney, University of New England, 
Better Bees WA (BBWA) and AgriFutures. This summer 
we welcomed a new staff member to the Beekeeping 
Manager role. Stanislav “Slavi” Nenov joined NSW 
Department of Primary Industries on 30 November 2020 
all the way from Tasmania. His first two days began as 
a student in Tocal College’s “Artificial Insemination 
of Queen Bees” Course. Slavi brings a wealth of 
commercial beekeeping knowledge and experience, 
including 14 years working in the Tasmanian industry 
with TAS Honey Company, R Stephens Pty Ltd at Mole 
Creek and Daybreak Apiaries as well as from his home 
country Bulgaria where he manages hives additionally 
for Varroa mite and harsh winter conditions. Slavi’s 
queen breeding experience includes a season with NZ’s 
lead queen breeder David Yanke as well as breeding 
his own queens. Now based at Tocal, NSW, Slavi 
manages the day to day operations for the 200 research 
production hives and we’ll work closely to manage 
the entire population (250 hives plus nucs) for data 
collection and production, and work in with commercial 
beekeeper collaborators. Please make him feel welcome 
when you meet him at the next field day, conference, 
videoconference or beyond the black stump. 

CAPTION: Plan Bee Beekeeper 
Slavi Nenov. 

Beekeeper support thank yous
We would like to sincerely thank NSW beekeepers John 
Lockwood, Mark Caguioa, Ray Hull, Stephen Targett, 
Frank Malfroy, Jenny Douglas and Mal Porter for their 
donation of labour, bees, and queens to Plan Bee in order 
to establish our reference population. A huge thank you 
also to Tiff Bates, John Davies and other Better Bees 
WA members, Corinne Jordan, the Horner family, the 
Stephens family, Casey Cooper, and Frank Malfroy and 
Jenny Douglas for donating queens to start up the seed 
stock for the program. That gives us a good spread of 
queens to date from NSW, QLD, TAS, and WA. I’m 
currently expecting a few queens to come in from SA 
and VIC to  propagate and test within our reference 
population. Please give me a buzz (M: 0437 731 273) if 
you’ve got some unique breeding stock that you think 
should be included. All queens will be tested under as 
similar management and field conditions as is possible. 

CAPTION: BBWA #6 
inseminated daughter 
queen shortly after she 
started laying.

Recording production and health traits
Currently BBWA members are trialling a data recording 
app Matt Welch has developed in Memento Database 
with input from BBWA members and the Plan Bee 
Team. BBWA members are using tablets for entry of 
hive inspections in the field. More to come on this as 
they trial it through the WA 2020/21 season and work out 
any kinks. NSW DPI is currently using hard copy, paper 
data sheets. The current data sheet Slavi and I developed 
to continually health and quality check donated hives is 
as follows and may be useful in your own operation. If 
you’d like an editable version please call or email me and 
I can get it to you. 
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Real time updates
More updates to come on our Standardised Trait 
Selection Manual, beekeeper and queen breeder survey 
results, breeding program review, honey bee fertility trait 
review, and trials of pollination-related field assessments 

Cover Photos
Do you have a bee related photograph 

that you would like to see on the cover of 
Australia’s Honeybee News?

Email it to 
honeybeenews@icloud.com

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN CAGES
- Money & Time Saver

- Improves Queen acceptance
- Quick & easy to place in hive

Banking Bars  - Queen Cell Cups
Easy Fit Cell Protectors
Queen Candy

 SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’	   Phone: 02 6887 2202   
 MINORE ROAD, MS6	   Email: sales@beekeepers.com.au
 DUBBO   NSW   2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS

Honey Wanted
We Look For:
100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity
Packed in IBCs

Call:0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie

Auburn NSW 2144

APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231

that Dr. Nadine Chapman (University of Sydney) and I 
have been working on with participating beekeepers of 
all scales. Thanks to you all for your continued feedback 
and engagement as your perspective and experience is 
indispensable. If you’d like to get updates quicker than 
hard copy can allow, please follow us on any of the 
following social media options. See you there!

extensionAUS Professional Beekeepers 
Website: www.extensionaus.com.au/
professionalbeekeepers 
Facebook: @PBeekeepers 
Twitter: @PBeekeepers 
LinkedIn: extensionAUS Professional Beekeepers



2021 DELEGATE DETAILS Delegate (s) Name (s): 

  NSWAA Member (Insert number).................   Other Apiarists' Association Member 
Association………………..  Member No ................. 

  Non-member 

Mailing Address: 

Phone/Mobile: Email: 

A - FULL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION - Each registration includes all conference sessions on Thursday, 20th & Friday, 21st May 2021, access to the Trade 
Show and one (1) ticket to the Wine & Cheese night, morning tea and lunch both days 

Member (includes members of other Apiarist Associations) ................................................ 
Partner of a Member Insert partner name ........................................................... 
Non-Member.................................................................................................. 

$250 
$170 
$350* 

EARLY BIRD RATES - if paid by 16th April 2021 
Member ((includes members of other Apiarist Associations) ............................................... 
Partner of a member (Insert partner name)............................................................ 
Non-Member.................................................................................................. 

$125 
$  85 
$175* 

* Non-members tick here  if you do not wish to automatically become a base level member of the NSW Apiarists' Association 
B - BUSINESS WORKSHOP –  FREE 

Wednesday, 19th May 2021 – 1:00 – 4:00PM – Sponsored by NSWAA 

• Business Workshop  -. 

C - ADDITIONAL TICKETS - Please purchase one day tickets, dinner tickets and any additional wine & cheese night tickets here 

One Day Member (includes members of other Apiarist Associations 
One Day Partner of a Member (Insert partner name)....................................... 
One Day Non-Member.............................................................................. 

Day 1 or Day 2 
Day 1 or Day 2 
Day 1 or Day 2 

$150 
$100 
$180 

EARLY BIRD RATES - if paid by 16th April 2021 
One Day Member (includes members of other Apiarist Associations........................... 
One Day Partner of a Member (Insert partner name)....................................... 
One Day Non-Member ............................................................................ 

Day 1 or  Day 2 
Day 1 or  Day 2 
Day 1 or  Day 2 

$100 
$  70 
$125 

Annual Dinner –Sponsored by (TBA) - Friday, 21st May 2021 

Please advise if you any special dietary requirements  Yes   No.
Details (if applicable) ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

No. Attending ..... @ $55 / person $ 

Wine & Cheese Night sponsored by TBA – Thursday, 20th  May 2021 No. Attending ..... @ $20 / person $ 

D- RESOURCE FUND
If would like to make a gift to the NSW Apiarists' Association Resource Fund please complete a manual form and return this office for 
processing.  (This payment cannot be taken online)        $          

Total 
COVID restrictions may cause changes/ cancellation of these events. If any or all of these events are cancelled due to COVID all monies paid to 
NSWAA will be refunded. The Organisers reserve the right to alter any or all of these details. 

             $            AUD          

Registrations including full payment must be received by 8th May 2020.  Late registrations received after this date cannot be guaranteed and will only be 
accepted at the discretion of the Executive Council 

PAYMENT METHODS:  

Website  www.nswaa.com.au  Please charge my Credit Card (Visa / MasterCard) $.............................................. 
Credit card number: ............................................................................................... Expiry Date: ................... CCV: ............. 

Name on credit card: ............................................................................. Signature: ......................................................   Date: ....................... 

 cheque / money order    Direct Deposit: NSWAA Commonwealth Bank BSB: 032-710 Account: 264867 Ref: membership # & surname.  If 
paying by direct deposit, please email or fax a copy of your remittance advice. 

Please return your completed form as below.  Any questions, please contact the Secretary/Treasurer, Robyn Lewis – 0466 269 811 
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 Boutelje Products 

HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT  

Filling Lines 
Fast and accurate 

Honey Machines 
Our range is world class 
 

Medium Systems 
100-200 boxes per day  
 

Small Systems 
40-100 boxes per day 

 

Large Systems 
200-600 boxes per day 

 

  peter@bouteljeproducts.co.nz.www.bouteljeproducts.co.nz   



BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER 
REPORT

Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320
Ph: 02 4939 8946  Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Minimising the possibility of bees robbing your honey

A recent post on social media showed a blurry video of 
bees actively trying to rob a stack of un-netted boxes on a 
parked bee truck. In light of this, let’s look at Section 7 in 
the Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of 
Practice (the Code), which all beekeepers within the state 
of NSW should now be following. 

Source; Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice

When it comes to limiting the incidence of American 
foulbrood (AFB), every opportunity to prevent bees 
getting access to honey should be taken, including the use 
of nets. Beeproofing means that something is covered in 
such a way that bees cannot access the honey and other 
hive products in (or on) it, so if you have a stack of boxes 
which have honey dripping out of them or coating their 
outside surfaces, then you should be using a net or other 
secure covering to keep the bees away. 

It is NOT OK to do the following;
•	 leave exposed/unprotected boxes or equipment 

on a truck/trailer/around your apiary, premises 
or anywhere else where they may be robbed by 
nearby bees (yours or others). 

•	 leave boxes of honey exposed whilst or after re-
moving from hives so that they become robbed

•	 having an extraction or storage facility that is not 
bee-proof and allows bees to enter/exit and rob 
available honey

•	 discard old/used equipment where it may get 
robbed

•	 abandon hives or visit them so rarely that they 
are liable to fall over, have lids blown off or be-
come weak/diseased/die-out and be robbed

•	 leave diseased hives (especially those infected 

with AFB) in the field to ultimately be robbed 
out.

Last year I met two commercial beekeepers whom 
experienced significant AFB outbreaks in one load of 
their bees, with the larger one having around 80 hives 
showing infection (and of the “clean ones” remaining 
from that load another 20% have shown AFB in the 
7 months since). For a significant outbreak to emerge 
so quickly from a previously clean load running on a 
good barrier system, this had to have been a case of 
bees robbing out a significant amount of AFB infected 
honey. By this we may be talking pallets of unprotected 
stickies or exposed honey that was within flying distance, 
possibly on the back of a truck parked up nearby for a 
period of hours or at a nearby beekeeping premise or 
apiary, or the robbing of multiple weak hives with AFB, 
or equipment dumped at a rubbish tip etc. The other 
option is that the infection was intentionally established 
by another beekeeper placing infected equipment or 
honey nearby, which would be illegal

None of us want our bees to be finding an unprotected mess like this!

Not the best place to store old gear, even if there is no honey left in it.

 

 

 

 Boutelje Products 

HONEY PROCESSING EQUIPMENT  

Filling Lines 
Fast and accurate 

Honey Machines 
Our range is world class 
 

Medium Systems 
100-200 boxes per day  
 

Small Systems 
40-100 boxes per day 

 

Large Systems 
200-600 boxes per day 

 

  peter@bouteljeproducts.co.nz.www.bouteljeproducts.co.nz   



Australia’s Honeybee News January - February 2021	 32

The National Bee Biosecurity Program is funded by the honey bee industry through a component of the 
agricultural honey levy, with state governments contributing in-kind resources. Plant Health Australia 
manage the program on behalf of Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.

Whatever the case may be, many beekeepers downplay 
the threat of robbing, but it is routinely linked to AFB 
outbreaks. Following the Code ensures that the risk of 
robbing is minimised.

I regularly get contacted by beekeepers who are 
concerned by the activities of other beekeepers located 
nearby. Apart from the obvious presence of dead outs, 
another big issue is their neighbouring beekeeper clearing 
bees from boxes of removed honey by “drifting”. I 
understand that many beekeepers regularly use this 
method to remove bees, either by leaving the box on the 
lid of the hive (often for many hours or even sometimes 
overnight) or in the case of demaree doubles leaving one 
(or both) of the honey boxes on the ground in front of 
hives and letting the bees walk or fly out.  

This method is often considered to be quite risky for the 
following reasons;

•	 boxes can/are often left fully exposed for 
long periods of time

•	 they offer very easy access to robbing 
bees 

•	 exposed to dust, leaves and other biologi-
cal contaminants such as ants, bird poop 
and the elements (causing food quality 
issues)

•	 easy access to animals/livestock which 
may either try to lick or consume it or 
knock it over/off the hive.

It is clear that there is often a potentially very high risk 
when undertaking drifting, especially so when the flow 
has turned off or is on a resource such as Stringybark or 
Spotted gum (or even clover, burr or other ground flora) 
where bees are often also prone to robbing during the 
flowering period. 

Many beekeepers have blamed another nearby operator 
drifting their honey (or exposing stickies) as the source 
of their AFB outbreaks. If you are located near another 
apiary (especially within 3-4 km, which is only a few 
minutes flying time for a bee), it is always best that you 
never drift boxes of honey or leave anything exposed as 
regardless of whether you consider yourself a biosecurity 
risk or not, you will still get blamed by the other operator 
for any AFB issues they experience afterwards!

The absolute only time that you could ever safely use 
drifting to remove bees is during a very strong and 
reliable honey flow, where there is absolutely no robbing. 
Realistically this opportunity occurs only for a few 
short times during a season, so the rest of the time when 
drifting is being used it is definitely the incorrect method 
and it goes 100% against the Code. 

It is also a breach of the Biosecurity Regulation 2017 
(NSW) which states “A person must ensure that any 
hive or other apiary equipment owned or operated by 
the person is protected so that a bee from another hive 
cannot take any honey that is in or on that hive or apiary 
equipment”. 

So as far as the Code is concerned even if you were 100% 
clean you still should not leave your gear exposed, but 
instead start looking at alternative methods that minimise 
robbing. By far the best method is using escape boards 
and then blowing stragglers out a day or two (or more) 
later and quickly loading it up. Another method that may 
work on some occasions when you aim to remove the top 
box of honey immediately is to “blow the bees down”. 
With this technique, you take off six to eight lids/mats, 
blow down into each box, return to the first one and blow 
all the boxes again, return again to the first one and pull 
the honey box off. If only a few bees are left then put 
the box straight onto the honey pallet, otherwise it may 
need to be blown again (when on its end). It goes without 
saying that any scraped off honey or burr comb goes 
straight into a bucket/tub (with lid) and can be turned into 
money when it gets back to the shed, so don’t leave this 
valuable resource lying around the apiary for bees to rob.

A quick blow after most of the bees went under the escape and 
these boxes were onto a pallet and getting wrapped up, which 

minimises the opportunity for robbing.

I know that these methods may seem to require “more 
work” and be considered “more expensive” to perform, 
but from a biosecurity perspective they are also much 
better methods than leaving exposed honey as they 
greatly reduce the opportunity for robbing to occur.

To slow the spread of AFB every attempt should be made 
to prevent bees accessing unprotected honey, and for 
many beekeepers this may mean that they have to make 
changes to their operation to align with the requirements. 
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Honey Show - NSWAA Show Schedule  2021 

NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. 
 

Honey & Apiary Related Products 
Competition and Show  -  2021 

Show Co-ordinator  -  Suellen Cooper    PO Box 334    INVERELL    NSW    2360 
Email:      honeyshow.nswaa@gmail.com           ph:    0423 671 263  

 

website:  https://honeyshownswaa.wixsite.com/nswaa   
@honeyshow.nswaa.     https://www.facebook.com/honeyshow.nswaa/   

HONEY  CATEGORIES  

Class  # Class Description Class Description Class  # 

1 Liquid Honey—Yellow Box  9 Natural Granulated Honey—Fine Grain 

2 Liquid Honey—Iron Bark  10 Natural Granulated Honey—Coarse Grain 

3 Liquid Honey—Other Eucalypt —Light  11 Creamed Honey 

4 Liquid Honey—Other Eucalypt —Medium  12 Chunk Comb in Honey (piece of honeycomb  -  
min 4x11cm to be of same floral source as the  
surrounding liquid honey)  5 Liquid Honey—Other Eucalypt —Dark   

6 Liquid Honey—Non-Eucalypt —Light  13 Collection of Honeys—3 jars comprising 1 each of 
different variety/colour/granulated honey—each jar 
labelled as to variety/style  7 Liquid Honey—Non-Eucalypt —Medium  

 
8 Liquid Honey—Non-Eucalypt —Dark  

BEESWAX    

14 One Block Natural Beeswax Yellow min 1kg   

FRAME  OF HONEY 

15 One Block Natural Beeswax White min 1kg  21 One (1) Frame Capped Honey—Full Depth 

16 Six (6) Natural Beeswax moulds  22 One (1) Frame Capped  Honey—Shallow Depth 

BEESWAX  CANDLES  APIARY COLLECTION  
17 Matching Pair of Rolled Beeswax Candles  23 Collection of Apiary Products—Visually appealing 

display of apiary products & educational material 

18 Matching Pair of Dipped Beeswax Candles   Minimum 5 Apiary products—produced by the  
Exhibitor to be displayed.  (Suggested examples— 
liquid honey, granulated/ creamed honey, frame & 
chunk honey, pollen, propolis etc)    
May also include educational  material suitable for 
public/community awareness. Other items forming 
part of display need not be produced by the ex-
hibitor but must not to show commercial or maker 
labels nor advertising and must be an Australian 
product related to Apiary products.   
Maximum space 1mt x 1 mt square. 

19 Matching Pair of Moulded Beeswax Candles 
 

 

POLLEN    
 

20 Natural Pollen (min 100mL) 

 

 



Honey Show - NSWAA Show Schedule  2021 

NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. 
 

Honey & Apiary Related Products 
Competition and Show  -  2021 

Show Co-ordinator  -  Suellen Cooper    PO Box 334    INVERELL    NSW    2360 
email:      honeyshow.nswaa@gmail.com           ph:    0423 671 263  

 

website:  www.honeyshownswaa.wixsite.com/nswaa  
@honeyshow.nswaa      https://www.facebook.com/honeyshow.nswaa/   

PHOTOGRAPHY  CATEGORIES  

Class  # Class Description Class Description Class  # 

24 a  Bees in Action    -   Colour 
(Depicting Bees/Beekeepers in action) 

 26  Liquid Gold   -   Colour 
(Honey—may be in hive/processing/consuming) 

24  b Bees in Action    -   Black & White 
(Depicting Bees/Beekeepers in action) 

 27 Natural Beauty   -   Colour 
(Bees in the Landscape) 

25  a Bees Vital for our Food   -   Colour 
(Depicting Bees in Food Crop Pollination) 

 28 Strength in Numbers   -   Colour 
(Swarms/colony) 

25   b Bees Vital for our Food   -   Black & White 
(Depicting Bees in Food Crop Pollination) 

 29 Solitary in Nature     -    Colour 
(Native Solitary Bees or Single Bee in work) 

COOKING CATEGORIES 
30 Feature Cake—Apimondia Australia 2007  

Feature Recipe  - refer Special Conditions  
 

31 Cake – whole. To include at least one feature ingredient 
specified in special conditions    

32 Slice – (cut & presented as min 3 portions)  
To include at least one feature ingredient specified in 
special conditions    

 

33 Tart— whole. To include at least one feature ingredient 
specified in special conditions    

 

34 Biscuit—min 6 biscuits of same batch & ingredients.   
To include at least one feature ingredient specified in 
special conditions    

 

35 High Tea—selection of min 5 different portions suitable 
for high tea—each portion to use a different feature  
ingredient from the pollination reliant ingredient list in 
special conditions.   
Each portion to have a label with all ingredients.  
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Honey Show - NSWAA Conditions of Entry  2021 

 

 

 

NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. 
Honey & Apiary Related Products Competition & Show - 2021 

   Show Co-ordinator – Suellen Cooper  PO Box 334  INVERELL   NSW   2360 
   Email:  honeyshow.nswaa@gmail.com     ph:  0423 671 263  leave message 
   Website:   www.honeyshownswaa.wixsite.com/nswaa 
   @honeyshow.nswaa               https://www.facebook.com/honeyshow.nswaa/ 
    

GENERAL CONDITIONS OF ENTRY – ALL ENTRIES 
1 Entries in all classes must be the bona fides product/work/creation solely of the registered Exhibitor/s 
2 Entries in all classes must not show any exhibitor/creator/maker/producer identification 
3 Entries are limited to maximum 3 per exhibitor in any one class, subsequent entry in a class must be a different floral source 

(honey), extraction batch (wax), design (candle), image (photography), ingredients (cooking) 
4 Entries on attached entry form fully completed and received by Show Co-ordinator either email or post accepted up to  

 4PM TUESDAY 20.04.2021 – invoice & payment details/reference details will be EMAILED to the exhibitor no later 
than 5pm WEDNESDAY 21.04.2021 and proof of payment to be provided to NSWAA Secretary by 4pm Tuesday 
27.04.2021 for entries to be confirmed as accepted 

5 Entry Fee – Classes 1-23 & 24 to 29 $8.00 per exhibit.  Classes 30-35 $5.00 per exhibit. 
6 Cancellations received up to 4pm Tuesday 27.04.21 eligible for refund, cancellations after this time no refund issued. 
7 Exhibit labels will be posted to each confirmed/accepted exhibitor from 27.04.2021 to have affixed to their exhibit items prior 

to presenting exhibits at the Show 
8 Exhibits will be accepted in person at the West Leagues Club, Tamworth from 10am – 6pm Monday 17.05.2021 and 8am – 

10am Tuesday 18.05.2021.  Courier deliveries of exhibits only accepted at the venue during these times. 
9 Exhibits may be collected from 4pm – 6pm Thursday 20.05.21 and 9am to 4pm Friday 21.05.21 
10 Exhibits not collected by 4pm Friday 21.05.2021 will be donated to a local charity. Requests for return of exhibits by courier or 

post  to be arranged & prepaid by the Exhibitor & notified to Show Co-ordinator with entry. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
HONEY, HONEYCOMB, BEESWAX, APIARY PRODUCTS COLLECTION,  
1.  All classes are limited to maximum 3 per exhibitor in any one class.  Multiple entries in the same class must be of a different 

floral source (honey), extraction batch (wax), design (wax moulds & candles). 
2.  Entries into Classes 1 to 16, 20 to 23.  Honey, Honey Comb, Beeswax, Pollen & Apiary Collection, must be that solely of the 

Exhibitor/s who is a validly registered beekeeper with their State or Territory of residence or an immediate household family 
member.    (Currency and Validity of Registration will be verified with the relevant state authority) 

3.  Entries in Classes 1 to 13 - liquid honey, candy honey, creamed honey are to be presented in clear glass round straight-walled 
jars of 375 ml (500gm) filled to the fill line, with white lids (may be metal or plastic). 

4.  Entries in Class 13 – collection of liquid honeys, & Class 23 Apiary Products Collection –items to be clearly & legibly labelled 
as to floral resource (Class 13 & 23) and product name (Class 23).  No Exhibitor/creator/producer identification to be shown. 

5.  Entries in Classes 14-15 Beeswax to be of minimum 1kg to max 3kg weight in a single block of wax in round, square or 
rectangle shape with plain surfaces.  Textured, shaped, embossed surfaces not eligible. 

6.  Entries in Class 16 – Beeswax Moulds – each item in the exhibit to be poured from same wax batch. Moulds may be identical 
or form a decorative/formative grouping. Must be 6 individual pieces. Subsequent entries by an exhibitor in this class must be 
of different extraction batches and be of different design. 

7.  Entries in Class 20 – Pollen must be from natural pollen collected from foraging bees from the Exhibitors own apiary. Shown in 
minimum 100mL- filled to fill line - glass jar with white lid.  Commercial/purchased pollen is not eligible for entry. 

8.  Entries in Classes 21 & 22 Frame Honey to be shown in fully enclosed wooden display case with clear glass or perspex 
viewing panels.   

9.  Entries in Apiary Products Collection Display to be displayed within a maximum area of 90cm x 90cm square.  A separate bare 
table will be made available for each entry in this class for mounting as a stand-alone display (display should consider viewing 
from all sides).  A minimum of 5 different types of apiary products – (ie liquid honey, granulated honey, pollen, beeswax, 
propolis, honey frames, etc) clearly labelled with product & floral type are to be displayed.  Educational content will also be 
taken into consideration in judging.  All table dressing and props etc are the responsibility of the Exhibitor to supply. 
Set up for entries in this display must be done by the Exhibitor (extra helpers for setup to be organised by the Exhibitor) in 
person and set-up completed no later than 10am Tuesday 18th May 2021.   Couriered entries NOT ACCEPTED for this class  
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Honey Show - NSWAA Conditions of Entry  2021 

 

 

 

 

BEESWAX CANDLES 
1.  Entries into Classes 17 to 19 Beeswax Candles, must be the creation solely of the Exhibitor using only Australian produced 

pure Beeswax.  The raw product Beeswax need not have been the produced by the Exhibitor. 
2.  Entries in Class 17 to 19 Beeswax Candles to be presented as a pair in an upright position suitable for display in either candle 

holders or candle tray/plate etc.  
3.  Entries limited to maximum 3 per exhibitor in any one class.  Subsequent entries in the same class must be of a different 

design. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
1.  Entries into Classes 24 to 29. Photography must be the work solely of the Exhibitor  
2.  Exhibitor may enter any/all classes (maximum 3 entries per class). An image is eligible for entry to only one class. 
3.  The exhibitor, by entering this section shall be taken to have provided permission to use by NSWAA and Honeybee News for 

publication & promotion with the exhibitors credits acknowledged.   
4.  Entries in all Photography classes shall be presented on black or white card with a border of min 1cm to max 3cm. Image size 

to be of minimum 5 x 7 (12.7 x 17.8 cm) to maximum 10 x 12 (25.4 x 30.5 cm). 
5.  All images entered in Photography section must be of Australian origin depicting beekeeping and/or bee pollination practices in 

Australia and/or Australian Native Bees. 
6.  Winning images will be used for the production of 2021 Wall calendar, available for purchase through NSWAA Show Co-

ordinator before 30th  September 2021 for delivery by approx end November 2021.  Exhibitors of winning images will receive a 
complimentary copy of the published calendar. 

7.  Images to be made available to NSWAA Show Co-ordinator in digital high resolution format suitable for high quality print 
publications by 30th June 2021. 

COOKING 
1.  Entries into Classes 30 to 35 Cooking must be the creation solely of the Exhibitor with Feature ingredients (honey or pollination 

reliant crop) being from only Australian product.   
2.  Entries limited to maximum 3 per exhibitor in any one class.  Subsequent entries in the same class must be of a different 

feature ingredient and composition. 
3.  Feature ingredients are pure Australian honey; and honeybee pollination reliant products (90% or greater as per RIRDC Pub 

No 10-081August 2010) - being any of:  
Almond, Apple, Avocado, Blueberry, Cherries, Cucumber, Macadamia, Mango, Pear, Pumpkin, Rockmelon 

4.  Feature Class – Apimondia Australia 2007 Honey Cake – see recipe below 
5.  Entries in Class 30 to 35 Cooking exhibits to be presented on white paper or plastic plate of suitable size for the exhibit, 

covered with cling film.  Label to be affixed to each entry with list of ALL ingredients in the exhibit in order of volume and 
identifying the Australian produced Feature Ingredient  & that it is fresh, frozen, dried, canned etc. 

FEATURE RECIPE 
HONEY CAKE – AS EXHIBITED AT APIMONDIA AUSTRALIA 2007 
125 g butter 85g Pure Australian Honey 
1 teaspoon vanilla essence 2 eggs 
250 g self raising flour 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
½ teaspoon ground mixed spice 180 mL beer 

Beat butter and honey until light and creamy, add the vanilla and eggs.  Beat until well mixed. 
Sift flour and spices together, and fold them into the creamed butter and honey mixture, alternately with the beer. 
In a lined & greased 20cm tin, bake for 30 minutes at 180 degrees C  

****     The cake is partially cooked at this point.  Do not cool and do not remove from tin. 
Topping: 60 g butter, 125 g Pure Australian Honey, 90 g flaked Almonds, 25g shredded coconut. 
Melt butter and honey, fold in almonds and coconut.   
Spread quickly on top of partially cooked cake and return to oven for further 15 minutes 
When cake is cooked, allow to cool before removing from tin. 

This cake is to be presented without further icing or decoration. 
Class 30 - Judging Points 

Appearance  25 Texture  25 Taste  30 Presentation   20 

CLASSES 31 – 35 POLLINATION RELIANT FEATURE INGREDIENTS  - Judging Points 
Appearance 25 Texture  20 Taste    25 Suitability of Feature Ingredient to the exhibit   15 Creativity    15 
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Honey Show - NSWAA Entry Form  2021 

NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. 
Honey & Apiary Related Products Competition & Show - 2021 

   Show Co-ordinator – Suellen Cooper  PO Box 334  INVERELL   NSW   2360 
   Email:  honeyshow.nswaa@gmail.com      ph:  0423 671 263  leave message 
   Website:  https://honeyshownswaa.wixsite.com/nswaa    

   @honeyshow.nswaa               https://www.facebook.com/honeyshow.nswaa/ 
 

 

Exhibitor Declaration:  I hereby agree in entering the above exhibits, subject to the rules and regulations, and will not hold the NSW AA 
Executive or NSWAA Honey Show Committee responsible for any loss or damage to exhibits through accident, wrongful delivery or otherwise. 
By signing this declaration I acknowledge the full responsibility for my exhibits and declare that I am eligible to enter by virtue of holding current 
& valid Beekeeper Registration or immediate household member of a validly registered Beekeeper. 

Exhibitor Signature : ___________________________________________________________________ Date :          /         /        

Class # Class Description Floral Source  Resource Region    or 
Image Region 

Production 
Year 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
 

ENTRY FORM – ALL CLASSES 
Exhibitor/s Name:  
Exhibitor/s Address:  

  
Exhibitors Contact: Ph:  Email:  
Required For Classes 1-23 - Beekeeper/Producer Name if not the Exhibitor/s:  
    Beekeeper Reg’n State:  Registration Number:  Reg’n Expiry Date:  

Note: Registration Validity will be verified with relevant State Agencies. Only valid and current registration will be eligible to enter 
  

For statistical purposes only – no personal data will be linked to these questions nor shared to any third party: 
Are you a member of your State Beekeepers Assn?  Are you a contributor to AHBIC?  

Do you manage  - [      ] less than 50 hives.        [     ] more than 50 hives As:  Commercial  -    [      ] Fulltime       [      ] Part-time   
As  [      ] Non-commercial/Hobby  

Do you utilise Public Lands for Bee Sites?  If yes which Agency?   [      ] National Park     [     ] Forestry      [      ]  LLS 
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

WE SUPPLY ALL EQUIPMENT  FOR BEEKEEPERS FROM HOBBY TO COMMERCIAL

CONTACT:
Send us an email:  info@lysonau.com.au
Visit our website:  www.lysonau.com.au
Give us a call:  0434 476 067 or 0407 070 670 
Check us out on facebook:  www.facebook.com/lysonau

Polystyrene Hives, Nucleus Hives, Mating Hives, Travelling Hive Boxes, Feeders (hive & stand 
alone), Honey Extraction Equipment (2 frame up to 80 frame), Honey Bottlers (manual to auto), 

Capping Extruders, Wax Melters, Settler Tanks up to 2000L with or without heating & mixer, 
Dehydraters & Creamers, Queen Breeding Equipment, Queen Rearing Equipment,

Honey Sumps & Filters, Pollen Dryers, Suits, Smokers and much, much more....
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Scientists find clues to queen bee failure 
University of British Columbia

Scientists at UBC are unravelling the mysteries behind a 
persistent problem in commercial beekeeping that is one 
of the leading causes of colony mortality — queen bee 
failure.

This occurs when the queen fails to produce enough 
fertilized eggs to maintain the hive, and is regularly cited 
by the Canadian Association of Professional Apiarists as 
one of the top causes of colony mortality.

In recent research outlined in BMC Genomics, University 
of British Columbia and North Carolina State University 
researchers identified specific proteins that are activated 
in queen bees under different stressful conditions: 
extreme heat, extreme cold, and pesticide exposure — 
conditions that can affect the viability of the sperm stored 
in the honey bee queen’s body. If the queen does not have 
enough live sperm to produce enough fertilized eggs to 
maintain its population of worker bees, the colony will 
eventually die out.

Scientists then measured the levels of these markers in a 
collection of queens in B.C. that had failed in the field, 
and found that they had higher levels of heat-shock and 
pesticide protein markers compared to healthy queens. 
The results pave the way for a future diagnostic test to 
help beekeepers understand, and prevent, queen bee 
failure in the future.

“Currently, there isn’t any method to actually figure 
out why the queen has failed in a colony, and that’s 
important because there are quite a few different 
ways that that could happen,” said lead author Alison 
McAfee, a biochemist at the Michael Smith Labs at UBC 
and postdoctoral fellow at NC State. “This is a very 
understudied area.”

Previous research conducted by McAfee and her 
colleagues determined that queens are safest when 
kept between 15 and 38 degrees Celsius, and identified 
five protein markers associated with heat-shock in 
queens. Now, McAfee has confirmed the two most 

identifiable biomarkers for heat-shock, along with 
two protein markers useful for detecting cold-shock, 
and two associated with sublethal levels of pesticides. 
The findings open the door to testing that will provide 
beekeepers with information needed to ensure the long-
term viability of their hives.

“We want to develop a diagnostic test that we can do on 
a failed queen, which can provide the beekeeper with 
information on what happened to her in the past that 
made her fail now,” explained McAfee. “If we can do that 
reliably, then then the beekeeper could do more to try to 
prevent that from happening in the future.”

Currently, beekeepers simply toss away a failed queen. 
In the future, said McAfee, “they could ship her to a lab, 
which would measure the abundance of all these different 
markers and send a report with information on the 
likelihood of her being stressed by cause X, Y and Z.”

When it came to failed queens from the field in B.C., 
the researchers were surprised to find elevated markers 
associated with heat stress and, to a lesser extent, 
pesticide exposure.

“We didn’t have any reason to believe that these queens 
were heat shocked,” said McAfee. “A substantial number 
of them had elevated levels of those particular markers, 
which could mean that there is a lot more temperature 
stress going on out there than we would expect. It could 
also be that those markers also become elevated due to 
other kinds of stresses that we haven’t looked at yet.”

The effect of extreme temperatures on queen bees is 
a large concern for Canadian beekeepers who import 
250,000 queen bees every year, primarily from Australia, 
New Zealand, and the U.S. Hours spent in the cargo 
holds of airplanes and warehouses can subject the queens 
to large fluctuations in temperature during their journey 
— something McAfee has investigated in past work.

“Every time we put temperature loggers in queen 
shipments, we have at least some of the shipments 
coming back is being outside of that Goldilocks zone 
between 15 and 38 degrees, so I think that happens more 
frequently than we have been aware of,” she said. “There 
are no rules for shipping queens, such as including 
temperature loggers in their shipments. Producers 
just ship them via whatever courier they choose, and 
beekeepers are at the mercy of the shipper for handling 
the package properly.”

https://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2020/09/200908113335.htm

Catch the Buzz 
Scientists find clues to queen bee failure 

University of British Columbia
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Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

                     Suits medium to large trucks
· Manufactured in Australia
· Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling
· Boom brake system – ease of under-supering and requeening
· Split boom for load positioning 
· 6 Different models – remote control option
· Lifting capacity up to 500kg
· Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space
· Fully self contained and low maintenance
· One man operation with controls at the load
· Special range of attachments 

All enquiries please contact Mark 
SALES | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6686 9736 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com  |   mail@ezyloader.com

2/48 Piper Drive Ballina NSW 2478

ITALIAN QUEEN ITALIAN QUEEN 
BEESBEES

1 - 10 ...$30 + $15 P&H1 - 10 ...$30 + $15 P&H
11 - 49 ...$28 P&H inc11 - 49 ...$28 P&H inc

50+...$24 P&H inc50+...$24 P&H inc

Call Brett & Samantha Pidgeon atCall Brett & Samantha Pidgeon at

TurnoutTurnout.ent.ent
Wooroonden QLD 4605Wooroonden QLD 4605

Ph: 0488 379 060Ph: 0488 379 060
ABN 17 096 160 402ABN 17 096 160 402

turnout.ent@icloud.comturnout.ent@icloud.com

Terms 7 days. Any later add $5 per QueenTerms 7 days. Any later add $5 per Queen

100% Australian family owned 
Family beekeepers since the
1880’s
Caring about bees, beekeepers,
nature and families
Putting people before profits to
build a better beekeeping legacy
Treating others like we’d like to
be treated to make a difference
for food security

beechworthhoney.com.au

100% Australian Honey....Always!

To make your honey or beeswax make
more of a difference contact Steven

Goldsworthy on 0419 559 242 or
beekeeper@beechworthhoney.com.au
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POLLEN
100% PURE 

NATURAL POLLEN
Just as the bees collect it 

for themselves!
We have irradiated pollen 

as per AQIS standard
Just the right thing to 
get a broodnest started 

for almond pollination

Pollen available in 5kgs bags

Contact: Browns Bees Australia
Terry Brown  Ph: 02 6886 1448
Email: brownsbees@gmail.com

1 x 5 kg bag  			   $16/kg
4 x 5kg bags	 1 Box		 $14/kg
20 x 5kg bags	 5 Boxes	 $13/kg

Plus freight

TURBO FRAME CLEANERS

Frame cleaner + Hot Wash packages 
on special now!

(available until end November 2019)

Keep putting of the messy and thankless task of cleaning hive frames?
Welcome to the new innovative Powershot Turbo Frame Cleaner, giving you a comparative, mess free 
and quick solution for cleaning frames. No need to pre-soak or steam frames prior to cleaning These 
units are also adjustable to take the 3 sizes of plastic frames making it suitable for all users.

Obtain exceptional results for very little effort with these frame cleaners. Testing has proven 95% or better
cleaning result even on the most difficult frames.

New 

Innovation!

www.powershot.co.nz

Model Description Min. Pressure Req. Min. Volume Req. Max. Temp.
PS1000FC Single Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 11L/pm 60o

PS2000FC Double Side Hive Frame Cleaner 1800psi 19L/pm 60o

Before... After...

Check 

Out These 

Results!

Buy now for the season - Call Andrew on 0400 259 646 Email: sales@powerblast.com.au

H W - 1 2 1 1

HIGH-PRESSURE WASHERS 
- HOT WATER

HW1211++



VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2018-2019 GRATEFULLY RECEIVED 

Supporting Australia’s National Beekeeping Industry with a voluntary contribution 

““FFrriieenndd””  CCaatteeggoorryy  IInnvveessttmmeenntt  ““FFrriieenndd””  CCaatteeggoorryy  IInnvveessttmmeenntt  
   PLATINUM PLUS $60,000    SILVER $ 1,000 & above 
   PLATINUM $20,000 & above    BRONZE $    500 & above 
   GOLD PLUS $  5,000 & above    COPPER $    100 & above 
   GOLD $  2,000 & above    OTHER Up to $100 

Contribution Details 
  Name:    …………………………………………………................................................................................……............. 

  Address: …………………………….........…......................................................................................……….............. 

    …………………………………………………………………………State……..……..………Postcode…………….…....….... 

 Email: (Please PRINT clearly)....................................................................................................................... 

 Phone:   ................................................................................................  Date:  .......................................... 

Contribution by:     DIRECT DEPOSIT: $....................  CHEQUE: $.................... 
    Please return this form to AHBIC by post or email 
     to ensure your contribution is recorded correctly 

      POST:   AHBIC, PO Box 42, Macquarie, ACT 2614 
      EMAIL: ahbic@honeybee.org.au 

 Account Name: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc 
Banking    Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Details    BSB: 633 000 

   Account No: 150 976 405 
   Reference: Please include your NAME as the Direct Deposit Reference 
 ………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 

Contribution by credit card is now available through the AHBIC website at 
https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/  

1.  ________

2.  ________

3.  ________

4.  ________

   Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter and in monetary category) 

   Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter in undisclosed monetary category) 

   I would like to receive the AHBIC Annual Report  

   Please acknowledge this voluntary contribution with a Tax Receipt (email preferred) 

Thank you for supporting AHBIC to continue supporting your industry at a national level. 

It is gratefully appreciated. 

AAUUSSTTRRAALLIIAANN    HHOONNEEYY    BBEEEE    IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY    CCOOUUNNCCIILL    IINNCC  
((AAHHBBIICC))  PO Box 42      

  Macquarie ACT 2614   ABN:  63 939 614 424
   Phone:  0402 467 780 

Email:   ahbic@honeybee.org.au 

Please indicate Y ES or N O 
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AUSTRALIAN  HONEY  BEE  INDUSTRY  
COUNCIL  INC  (AHBIC) 

UPDATE
Full newsletter available from http://honeybee.org.au

NEWS FORM THE CHAIR, Trevor 
Weatherhead AM

1. With 2020 drawing to a close may I wish you 
and yours the compliments of the season. Best 
summed up in this link. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lI6BYlnDRS4 You may want to skip the 
ad.

2. What is that word that has suddenly become a 
part of our vocabulary – unprecedented. Starting 
with the bushfires in the early part of the year and 
coupled with the drought many hives were lost and 
many hives were smoke affected. It is a recognition 
of the resilience and skill of the beekeepers that, 
with help in the way of supplementary feeding, the 
number of hives available for the almond pollination 
in August was only slightly down on the required 
number. Then of course we had the Covid-19. 
This created extra work for many of the State 
Associations in liaising with their Departments 
to allow the movement of beekeepers and hives 
within their State plus interstate. The work that 
went into the working group that worked on getting 
hives into almond pollination was an example of 
all affected State Associations, AHBIC and State 
Departments working together for the common goal 
i.e. getting the almonds pollinated. Of course Covid 
stopped most State conferences so AHBIC was 
not able to be present to give the update on what 
we have been doing. To counter this we have held 
a series of Council meetings online to deal with 
some issues. The next one is due in early February. 
Hopefully we will be back at conferences in 2021. 

3. Deborah Rule, who has been the 
Communications Officer for the National Varroa 
Mite Eradication Program (NVMEP) in Townsville, 
is moving to another position within the State 
Department. Thanks to Deb for all her hard work 
over time and we wish her well in her new position. 
The communications, particularly within the local 
Townsville community, has been one of the reasons 
for the success of the NVMEP in Townsville. I will 
be reporting further on the NVMEP in the January 
newsletter. 

4. AHBIC continues to push for better checking 
at the port of embarkation of goods coming into 

Australia. Our recent florea interception showed 
that on at least three (3) occasions there was the 
opportunity to find the nest but I did not happen. 
Better to find the pest before it is loaded on the ship 
than hope we find it when it arrives in Australia. We 
have a meeting with the Department of Agriculture, 
Water and the Environment in the New Year.

 5. With fall armyworm being found in Australia and 
present in Queensland, Northern Territory, Western 
Australia and New South Wales beekeepers need to 
be aware of any spraying that may take place. It will 
be on certain crops that are susceptible to attack by 
the fall army worm. Fall armyworm larvae are known 
to feed on more than 350 plant species, particularly 
sweet corn, maize, cotton, rice, sorghum, sugarcane 
and wheat, but also vegetable and fruit crops, 
causing economic losses overseas

6. Serpentine leaf miner has been found in 
Australia. See https://ausveg.com.au/articles/
serpentineleafminer-detection-in-nsw-and-qld/ for 
details. 

Again beekeepers need to be aware of possible 
spraying for this pest, particularly if you are 
pollinating crops or your hives are in the vicinity of 
vegetable growing areas

NSWAA
Membership

Due
It’s time to renew 

your membership
See pages 10 - 11

for details
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HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
Col & Linda Wilson   PO Box 180, KURRI KURRI  NSW  2327   Ph/Fax: (02) 4930 4950

FRAMES Mahurangi NZ

Premium Quality
For Plastic and Wax Foundation

BEE BOXES 

WEATHERTEX Lids & Bottom   
Boards

QUEEN EXCLUDERS

FRAME FEEDERS

QUEEN CELLS

 WAX
We can mill to the thickness 

you require
Have your own wax milled or 
exchanged for foundation in 

stock

DRONE COMB FOUNDATION 
available

Wax bought or exchanged for 
bee goods

PLASTIC
The Best Plastic Foundation 

You Can Buy
Dominates Sales in

 USA and CANADA
Sizes, FD, WSP, Manly, Ideal

Full PLASTIC FRAMES
available

AFB
TEST KITS

Quick and easy to use 
Results in just 3 minutes 

SWARM ATTRACTANTS
APITHOR for Small Hive Beetle

NOZEVIT
HIVES CAN BE TREATED FOR LESS THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the 
Spring, and will winter extremely well when 

their intestinal integrity is intact.  By using all 
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal 

cleansing for internal ailments.

 i.e nosema

FOUNDATION

For All Your BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Email: honeybee100@skymesh.com.au

Phone: 02 4930 4950



Could this be happening to your beehives?

Irradiation Eliminates:Your bees are calling out to you!
Steritech has been providing Gamma

Irradiation to the beekeeping industry for

many years.  In fact, the irradiation of bee

equipment was pioneered in Australia!

Whether our service is used to eliminate

current contamination or is used as a

preventative measure,

Steritech is always happy

to help our beekeepers.

From beehives to medical

applications, Steritech

is there for you.

Steritech is a proud

member of the NSWAA

wwwwww..sstteerriitteecchh..ccoomm..aauu

STERITECH NSW

Jamie Crighton

National Business Development Manager

Tel: 02 8785 4400

Email: jcrighton@steritech.com.au

STERITECH QLD

Glenn Robertson

QLD General Manager

Tel: 07 3293 1566

Email: grobertson@steritech.com.au

STERITECH VIC

Raymond Bryden

VIC Sales Executive

Tel: 03 8726 5566

Email: rbryden@steritech.com.au

Is sterilisation a key step in your production process?
Gamma Irradiation provides the most effective sterilisation solution for
manufacturers of medicinal honey products.

Sterilisation ensures a quality product that meets all regulatory and business
requirements.

Steritech has been a provider of Gamma Irradiation services to the medicinal
honey industry for many years. Using our expertise and knowledge we can
assist you with your sterilisation requirements.

YOU CAN RELY ON IRRADIATION – YOU CAN RELY ON STERITECH

Disease in bee equipment can be a major problem
if left untreated.

The devastating effect diseases such as American
and European Foulbrood can cause is a constant
concern for beekeepers.

Treatment using Gamma Irradiation is a well
established and proven method for eliminating
pathogens from bee equipment and killing all
forms of insect and pest contamination.

Irradiation also assists with increasing honey yield.

Innovation is driven from ideas
The concept of using irradiation in the beekeeping industry
all started with an idea on how to do things a bit differently.

We are constantly trying to develop ways to utilise our
processes to help your industry in lots of new ways.

But without your ideas and input, gamma irradiation would not
be where it is today.

Come and share your thoughts and ideas
with	us.		You	could	hold	the	key	to
developing a new application that could
alter the beekeeping industry forever.

Please contact us about any inspirational ideas you have
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ADVERTISERS
Apiary Cots 				     28
Apimaye Hives				     18
Australian Queen Bee Exporters 	  12
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Avant Equipment			      7
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BEEKEEPING JOURNALS

AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL
For beekeeping information read 

The American Bee Journal
Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, 

including questions and answers.
1 year US$52.00, 2 years US$99.00

Digital Edition price US$16.00
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted

For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2nd Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660

Email: abj@dadant.com 
Website: www.americanbeejournal.com

The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE
The Magazine of American Beekeeping

Published Monthly - Free Calendar with Subscription
www.BeeCulture.com for details

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Published monthly
Annual subscription:$82 Australia / $120 overseas

For more information and a free sample copy 
Contact:  The Editor  

PO Box 42, Newstead VIC 3462
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

THE BUZZ! 
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $100.00)
For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA 
PO Box 326 Mt Compass SA 5290

Ph; 0419 982 102
Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc..
Editor: Sue Carney   

Email: editor@beekeepers.asn.au

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Official Journal of Apiculture New Zealand Inc. - www.

nba.org.nz
Accounts & Subscriptions:   Pauline Downie

PO Box 25207  Wellington  6146  New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254    

Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising:   Certa Solutions

PO Box 2494, Dunedin 9044, New Zealand
Ph: 0800 404 515

Email: beekeeper@certasolutions.co.nz
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PROUDLY
AUSSIE
MADE
& OWNED

100% AUSSIE HONEY

Proud supporter of 
100% Australian Honey

Capilano: Australian owned and 
operated, since 1953.
Capilano is owned by a wholly Australian 
company, Hive + Wellness Australia that is 
proudly headquartered in Richlands, QLD.
The honey used in Capilano products is 
supplied by over 800 Australian beekeepers 
and is packed and marketed by around 150 
hardworking Australian locals across three 
sites in Richlands, QLD, Maryborough, VIC, and 
Bayswater, WA.
Hive + Wellness Australia is committed to 
innovation and quality in Australian bee 
products. We are equally dedicated to 
protecting and fostering the growth of the 
Australian Apicultural industry and your family’s 
hardworking beekeeping businesses.  
We are actively seeking to expand our supplier 
network, sourcing quality honey and beeswax 
from new and existing beekeepers.
To become a supplier, please contact our 
Honey Supply Manager, Stephen Covey:  
P: 0419 431 652 E: s.covey@hivewell.com



 

 

Features include: 
 - Economically designed for the safe transport and storage of honey – at least 25% more efficient than traditional packaging 
 - Can be easily stacked up to 3 ECOBULK high 
 - Capacity MX ECOBULK – 1,000L (275 Gal)
 - Manufactured under HACCP conditions in a clean environment

www.schuetz.net 
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