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The Association Membership year runs

from: 1 March to 28 February
   Note: Rates from 1 March 2017

      0 to	   10 hives        $100.00     1 vote
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  401 + 	 $1.00 per hive 	      6 votes
  700 +  	 $1.00 per hive		      8 votes
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			                 $65.00    0 vote

Membership Benefits
•	 Provide a means for the commercial apiarists of NSW to be 

represented through a common organisation 
•	 Lobby to maintain access to essential floral resources
•	 Help to secure your Industry’s future
•	 Provide strong representation to Government 
•	 Membership Badge
•	 Copy of Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers
•	 Annual subscription to Australia’s Honeybee News the NSWAA  

bi-monthly Journal & FREE classified advertisement in Journal
•	 Annual State Conference & Trade/Field Days
•	 Support beekeepers in all regions through 9 NSWAA Branches
•	 Provide opportunities to meet other beekeepers and NSW DPI 

representatives at meetings, workshops and conferences
•	 WFI - Insurance for Rural Business, Business & Strata - 1300 934 

934. WFI provides commission to NSW Apiarists’ Association 
(NSWAA) to help member benefits. Please let your local Area 
Manager know that you are a member to receive this benefit for 
the Association. - Ms Jane Jones Mob: 0417 943 451 E: jane.
jones@wfi.com.au

•	 SCHUTZ (Australia) Pty Ltd - IBCs special members’ rate
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  NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. Executive Council

PRESIDENT:  Neil Bingley  101 Woodfield Rd  SUTTON NSW 2620   Mob: 0428 487 105   Email: beez101@bigpond.net.au

VICE PRESIDENT:  Stephen Targett  PO Box 325 NARRANDERA NSW 2700  Mob: 0428 649 321  
Email: wally.56@hotmail.com

Casey Cooper   Darby’s Road  TINGHA NSW 2369  Mob: 0428 233 551  Email: cooperbees@bigpond.com.au
Steve Cunial PO Box 771 GRIFFITH NSW 2680 Mob: 0448 627 291 Email: steve@cunialbeekeeping.com.au
Brian Woolfe 18 Dumaresq St GLEN INNES NSW 2370 Mob: 0429 032 019 Email: woolfe@exemail.com.au

SECRETARY/TREASURER:   Roslynn (Ros) Riggs  PO Box 267 MANILLA NSW 2346 
Mob: 0400 441 346   Email: info@nswaa.com.au   Website:  www.nswaa.com.au

BRANCHES			   PRESIDENTS				    SECRETARIES	
Central Tablelands		  Mal Porter		  02 6337 5383		  Debbie Porter 		  0429 375 383
Hunter Valley			   Col Wilson  		  02 4930 4950		  Contact President
North Coast			   Barry Watts		  02 6689 5359		  Col Maloney		  02 6663 7051
Northern Tablelands		  Richard Willis		  0428 323 812 		  Glenn McConnell	 02 6732 3222
Riverina			   David Mumford		  02 6959 2519		  John Smith		  02 6926 2227
Southern Tablelands		  James Kershaw		  0400 370 481		  Judy Saxvik		  0427 684 114	
Sydney				    Paul Drew		  02 9887 1175		  Jane Flitter		  0413 769 411
Tamworth			   Ray Hull		  02 6760 3634		  Norm Maher		  0447 603 245                      
Western Plains			   Bryn Jones		  02 6887 2638		  Lisa Mumford                    02 6887 2638

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)
Chairman: Peter McDonald Ph: 0427 722 167	             Executive Director: Sarah Paradice Ph: 0402 467 780
Email:  prmcdonald@hotmail.com  		              Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au  Website: www.honeybee.org.au

Mailing address: PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614

HONEY BEE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (HBRDC)
Ms Margie Heath, Project Manager, RIRDC PO Box 4776, Kingston  ACT  2604   Ph: 02 6271 4145 
Email:  Margaret.Heath@rirdc.gov.au   Website: www.rirdc.gov.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary:  Mrs Paula Dewar, 157 Lake Moogerah Road   Kalbar   QLD  4309  Ph: 07 5463 5633  Email: aqbba@bigpond.com

CROP POLLINATION ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary:  Mrs Debbie Porter, 135 Eusdale Road  Yetholme NSW 2795  Ph: 02 6337 5383  Email: debbie.porter3@hotmail.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary:  Mr Ross Christiansen  Email: ross@superbee.com.au

Stephen Targett, Casey Cooper, Roslynn (Ros) Riggs, Brian Woolfe, Steve Cunial & Neil Bingley
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT JANUARY 
2019

SEASON
The prolonged period of above average 
temperatures has continued through most 
of January . This hot weather has increased 
evaporation levels resulting in diminished water 
sources for our bee colonies. Remember bee 
colonies can utilise around one litre of water per day 
and lack of, or too far a distance from it will cause 
colony stress , or in some instances meltdown and 
death. It is your responsibility to ensure livestock 
under your control have access to adequate water. 
We don’t want our bees to be non-productive or 
impact on others by being a nuisance around 
inappropriate water sources.
Production across the State has been a mixed 
bag, with some regions experiencing reasonable 
production while others little to none. 
Prospects for Autumn are minimal although if not 
adversely affected by the current hot spell Red 
Stringybark may supply some surplus. Bloodwood 
on the coast is reasonably budded for those game 
enough to work it. Good general rains from late 
Autumn through Winter are required to at least have 
some prospects for Spring.

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER (DPI)
Doug Somerville has been on extended leave since 
July last year. There appears to be no movement 
to fill his position during his absence. This is 
disappointing given previous assurances that apiary 
positions would be maintained as the old guard 
retire.
Staffing levels must be at current or improved 
levels especially now that DPI are embarking on a 
multimillion dollar queen breeding program.

BEE SITES
Bee site on public lands policy was initiated way 
back in September 2015. We have progressed 
albeit extremely slowly.
It has been almost 12 months since Nick 
Geoghegan was appointed. There has been a trial 
of The EOI process, with mixed results. The EOI 
process is important for National Park sites but 
should not be applied to long term vacant  sites on 
other tenures. Long term vacant first in first served 
sites seem to have disappeared from existence 
and we still await a system to identify vacant sites 
online.  I believe Nick has been hamstrung by some 

agencies lack of cooperation. The time has come 
for the public lands bee site policy and associated 
online applications to be available the apiary 
industry. This cannot be allowed to drag on any 
longer, the new system  was supposed to make the 
process more workable NOT more bureaucratic.

OUR PRODUCE NEEDS SUPPORT
Various conversations with consumers lead me 
to  the conclusion that the general public’s opinion 
of supermarket is that it is not all natural. This has 
been compounded by recent adverse media last 
year. The commonwealth department of agriculture 
and the ACCC put out press releases stating that 
there was no substance to the fake honey claims 
but the mainstream media didn’t pick up on this so 
the public remain in the dark and confused. Given 
a large portion of the Australian honey crop is sold 
through supermarkets, this has become a major  
public relations problem. It is up to all beekeepers to 
be strong advocates for their product and the retail 
outlets.
The returns to you depend on it.

PUBLIC LANDS FEE WAIVER
A repeat of an earlier report, but the efforts of your 
association in securing a waiver of apiary site fees 
across all public land tenures needs to be restated. 
Many apiarists have done it tough through this 
season and the savings made by this alone have 
been substantial.
The NSW Government has been extremely 
generous at a time when drought conditions are 
affecting most beekeepers.

FUTURE INDUSTRY LEADERS
Serious thought needs to be given to nominations 
to fill at least one position that will become vacant 
at our AGM this year. After many years representing 
you, Casey Cooper will be retiring from executive 
duties. Steve Targett is also retiring member but is 
standing for another term.
If you wish to nominate for a executive council 
role, then please complete a nomination form and 
return to our secretary as soon as possible. Forms 
are available on our website or in this edition of 
Honeybee news.

HONEYLAND 
Our Honeyland committee are progressing well with 
preparations for this year’s show.
Volunteers are still required for several days , 
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so if you are available please contact our show 
coordinator Debbie Porter. Email for Debbie is :   
debbie.porter3@hotmail.com

CONFERENCE 
Preparations for this year’s conference at Panthers 
Bathurst on May 16 &17 are on almost complete. 
Registration details will soon be available on our 
website
The trade show is progressing well thanks to the 
efforts of Therese Kershaw.
Thank you to all the Conference partners that have 
come on board, your contributions allow us to keep 
costs to members down and to invite  informative 
speakers.

MEMBERSHIP
I invite all members to continue supporting your 
association. We need strong membership to have 
our voice heard. Much has been achieved during 
this past year and your continued membership will 
enable much more to be done during 2019.
Membership renewals are due as of February 28, 
renewals can be completed online via our website. 

NEXT MEETING
Our next executive meeting will be held in Dubbo on 
February 22.

Neil Bingley
President

 
  AUSTRALIAN		      EXPORTERS
				             ABN 96 078 192 300

 
 
Prices include GST:

1 - 10 ............................ $31.50 each
11 - 49 .......................... $29.00 each
50 - 100......................... $27.00 each
OVER 100 (in total) .... $26.50 each

           200 and over - Discounts apply

Queen Rearing Manager: Rose Taylor - 0409 667 908

Package bees available October to March... 
      Terms: Payment prior to delivery/pick-up

 FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
ROSE and NICOLE TAYLOR / ROWENA

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799
Email: aqbe@bigpond.com / Fax: 02 6368 3799

2019 NSWAA Conference Sponsorship Packages
Some sponsorship packages are still available. At the time of going to print the following sponsorships 
are still available:  The Dinner sponsor, Speaker Dinner, one Morning Tea Partner and also Emerging 

Researchers sponsorship.  
For any sponsorship package please contact:  Therese Kershaw 0428857634.

The executive committee is keen to see the Emerging Researchers sponsorship package to be taken 
up.  The NSW Apiary industry has been blessed to have researchers who are passionate about bees and 
also about the survival of our industry.  These researchers include Dr Hornisky and Prof Oldroyd.  These 
researchers are still passionate about bees after all their years of research for our industry, however they 
are towards the end of their careers.  The NSWAA executive is keen to facilitate young researchers in our 

industry attend our Conference and give a 10minute presentation on their current research but also to: 

	 Network with beekeepers,
	 Obtain a better understanding of the beekeeping industry,
	 Feel the passion of beekeepers for our industry, 

Maybe get to understand areas in our industry where more research is required, and 
Hopefully develop a passion for bees which will help them become an advocate for our industry.

From the executive please consider a sponsorship package for our 2019 conference and in particular the 
Emerging Researchers sponsorship.
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AUSTRALIA’S NO.1 
BEEKEEPING LOADER|

Add efficiency, comfort and versatility with a multi-purpose loader 
from Avant Equipment Pty Ltd
Manufactured in Finalnd to the highest specifications, these machines are reliable 
and well designed for access, safety and ease of maintenance. Free call 1800  686 
411 to organise your obligation free demo!

Ability to load the truck from 
one side using telescopic boom
Huge lifting capacity up to 
1500kg 
Park sideways across truck 
Optional air-conditioned cabin
Self Levelling Boom
Prompt delivery Australia wide

All terrain 4wd with 
outstanding stability 
Backed by a Family business for 
over 25 years 
Save time and man power
Easy to access and operate
Over 200 attachments
Easy finance options available

BEE SMARTER. WORK SMARTER.

1800 686 411 | sales@avantequipment.com | 
www.avantequipment.com




















Compact Articulated Loaders
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	 BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
	 ABN 27 009 052 155
	
	 72 Munibung Rd	 Suppliers of Beekeeping and  
	 Cardiff   2285   NSW	 Honey Processing Equipment
	 Australia

	 Boxes, Frames and all Woodware	 Stainless Steel Extractors
 	 Excluders - Welded Wire and Plastic	 Honey Tanks and Pumps

Weathertex - Covers and Bottom Boards, Special sizes available

Veils, Gloves, Overalls, Bee Suits and Jackets, Hive Tools, Brushes
Hats, Smokers, Knives, Pails, Jars etc. all your beekeeping needs

We have a very extensive selection of books on all aspects of beekeeping

We buy and exchange wax for foundation.  Good prices paid

MAIL ORDER IS OUR SPECIALITY - PHONE FOR A PRICE LIST
Ph: (02) 4956 6166   Fax: (02) 4956 6399

Ezyloader 125 - 125kgs Suits light trucks
Ezyloader 200 - 200kgs Suits medium to large trucks
Ezyloader 300 - 300kgs Truck mounted

                     Suits medium to large trucks
· Manufactured in Australia
· Unique levelling feature for ease of load handling
· Boom brake system – ease of under-supering and requeening
· Split boom for load positioning 
· 6 Different models – remote control option
· Lifting capacity up to 500kg
· Small footprint—no wasted valuable load space
· Fully self contained and low maintenance
· One man operation with controls at the load
· Special range of attachments 

All enquiries please contact Mark 
SALES | SERVICE | REFURBISHMENT

M & K STAFFORD ENGINEERING PTY LTD
3/204 Southern Cross Drive, Ballina NSW 2478
B 02 6686 9736 | F 02 6686 9736 | M 0412 426 132
www.ezyloader.com  |   mail@ezyloader.com

2/48 Piper Drive Ballina NSW 2478
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2019/20 MEMBERSHIP
Memberships will be due as of 1 March 2019.  

Membership forms will be posted out to you shortly and 
will also be available via our website 

www.nswaa.com.au   
Payments can be made online from the website where 
you will also be able to update your details if necessary.  
For those of you who wish to send your membership by 
Australia Post, please ensure that you send it to the new 

postal address:  
NSW Apiarists’ Association, 

P O Box 267, Manilla  NSW  2346.

2019 Royal Easter Show
The 2019 Royal Easter Show is just around the corner and the Honeyland theme this 

year is to showcase your honey and your industry. 

We’re going to educate the public and promote the story of our honey, but we can’t do 
it without you! We are making a ‘Show Special’ blend specifically for the 2019 Royal 

Easter Show in addition to selling other varieties donated by members.

All honey donations are gratefully accepted. All varieties are welcome. All quantities 
are welcome

If you haven’t donated yet there’s still time, get in touch today.

Debbie Porter - Coordinator debbie.porter3@hotmail.com 

Tanya Ananin - Secretary 0414 501 198 or tanya.ananin@hotmail.com

On behalf of the Honeyland Committee we thank all members who have generously 
donated their honey
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NOMINATION FORM - EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

NOMINEE (Person you are nominating)

Name: ………………………………………………..  	 Member No: ………...…………… 
                 (please insert nominee name)                             (insert nominee member no.)

I hereby accept this nomination.  				    Signed:  …………………………..

NOMINATOR 

I ……………………………………………………….  	 Member No:  ...…………………
                     (print your name)                                           (insert your membership number)

hereby nominate the person listed above as the Nominee for a position on the NSW Apiarists’ 
Association Inc. Executive Council.
                                      				  
								        Signed: …………………………	
	
SECONDER

Name: ………………………………………………..  	 Member No: …...………………  
                   (please insert nominee name)                          (insert your membership number)

hereby second the nomination of the person listed above as the Nominee for a position on the 
NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. Executive Council.

								        Signed: …………………………

DATE …………………………………………….

•	 No member of the Association shall be eligible for election to the Executive Council unless they reside in NSW or the 
ACT and has been a Financial Member for at least two successive years immediately prior to the date of the holding 
of the Annual Conference.

•	 Each member shall be elected for a 2 year term and must retire from office at the annual Conference held at the end of 
such 2 year term, but if eligible, may seek reappointment.

Return:
By Post to:    NSW Apiarists’ Association, P O Box 267,  South Manilla  NSW  2346 
Or Email to:  info@nswaa.com.au.
        

This form to be submitted no later than three weeks (3) prior to the 
AGM.

2019 Royal Easter Show
The 2019 Royal Easter Show is just around the corner and the Honeyland theme this 

year is to showcase your honey and your industry. 

We’re going to educate the public and promote the story of our honey, but we can’t do 
it without you! We are making a ‘Show Special’ blend specifically for the 2019 Royal 

Easter Show in addition to selling other varieties donated by members.

All honey donations are gratefully accepted. All varieties are welcome. All quantities 
are welcome

If you haven’t donated yet there’s still time, get in touch today.

Debbie Porter - Coordinator debbie.porter3@hotmail.com 

Tanya Ananin - Secretary 0414 501 198 or tanya.ananin@hotmail.com

On behalf of the Honeyland Committee we thank all members who have generously 
donated their honey
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Producers

Supresses humidity & deprives the Small Hive Beetle 
(SHB) breeding conditions in the hive

Facilitates dry & clean hives with strong & healthy bees, 
best bottom board for pollination

Empowers bees to hunt & eject interloping pests such as:
SHB, Wax Moth & Varroa - (not yet in Australia), as well
as debris from the hive

CHEMICAL FREE - Pests become resistant 
to pesticides, bees suffer, honey & wax are polluted. 
Bluebees Boards curtail chemical use, your honey remains natural! 

Protected by The Australian Federal Government IP Design 14221/2010 & 14222/2010. Extended till November 2020.

Contact: J-Pierre Mercader (Proprietor) Phone: 0412 541 060
Email: jpm@bluebees.com.au Website: www.bluebees.com.au

Made in Australia to Professional Beekeeper Standards
Winner 2012 - Bendigo Inventor Award for 
Agriculture and Environment Sustainability

www.bluebees.com.au

Chris Sucich  

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:  +61 467 640 169
E:   chris@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

David Gordon   

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:   +61 407 547 346
E:   david@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

Graeme Gordon

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
M:  +61 428 571 714
E:   graeme@prestigestainless.com
www.prestigestainless.com.au
ABN: 43 264 965 355 • ACN: 112 124 295 

www.prestigestainless.com.au

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495

E:   info@prestigestainless.com

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment 
& stainless steel manufacturing. Creating the largest 

Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

•  Wax Melters – 200 ltr to 750 ltr
•  Reducers -  1200 to 1800

•  Capping spinner  •  S/S vane pumps
•  Centrifuge  •  Heat exchange

•  Storage tanks  •  Mixing/heating tanks

Horizontal Extractors
• 36 to 60 frame 3 bank • 48 to 144 frame 4 bank

• 198 frame 6 bank • Twin Systems
• Automated self loading machines

www.prestigestainless.com.au

1994 Finlay Road (P.O. Box 187) Tongala Victoria 3621
P:   +61 3 5859 1492 • F: +61 3 5859 1495
E:   info@prestigestainless.com

The industry benchmark in beekeeping equipment & stainless steel manufacturing. 
Creating the largest Automated Honey Extractors in the world!

•  Wax Melters – 200 ltr to 750 ltr
•  Reducers -  1200 to 1800

•  Capping spinner  •  S/S vane pumps
•  Centrifuge  •  Heat exchange

•  Storage tanks  •  Mixing/heating tanks

Horizontal Extractors
• 36 to 60 frame 3 bank • 48 to 144 frame 4 bank

• 198 frame 6 bank • Twin Systems
• Automated self loading machines

THE POLLEN SUBSTITUTE THAT 
WORKS!

The only product that closely 
emulates natural pollen for better hive 

development

100% natural plant products, contains no 
pollen or hive products
Doubles brood rearing

Doubles colony population
Doubles Honey Crop

Use it for hives going into pollination
Use it to build strong Nucs 

David & Tracey Parker
(02) 6368 5889

cotbrook7@bigpond.com
Dave 0428829237
www.feedbee.com

The proof is in the results!

 

BUYING 
NOW

100% Australian honey... always!

Beechworth Honey now 
sourcing Australian 
Beeswax direct from 

beekeepers 
A Grade Quality Australian Beeswax

Please contact Steven Goldsworthy
Mobile: 0419 559 242 - Office: 02 6033 2322



DOUG’S COLUMN
Doug Somerville

Technical Specialist, Apiculture - NSW Department of Primary Industries - Goulburn
doug.somerville@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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What’s in a name?
The use of scientific names or common names is 
how we identify one plant (animal) from another.  
The idea is that scientific names stay constant 
and common names, well, in some cases, are not 
that common.  Some plants have several common 
names, while the use of a common name could 
be used to describe several plants.  Two individual 
people may use alternative common names for the 
same plant.
In some cases there is no confusion, yellow box is 
a classic.  Search the internet and you consistently 
get Eucalyptus melliodora.

Whereas a tree(s) called grey box may be 
E.bosistoana (coast grey box), E.microcarpa 
(western grey box or brown box), E.moluccana 
(gum-topped box) or E.pilligaensis (Pilliga box).  All 
are frequently referred to as just ‘grey box’.  That is 
not to say there are not other trees that individuals 
may (and often do) refer to names such as grey 
box.

Thus the local or common name or names can be a 
bit ‘hit and miss’ in relation to accurately identifying 
a plant.  All the same, a common name or local 
name may assist you in your investigation to identify 
a plant or plants.  In many cases the common name 
can be extremely helpful in identifying a plant.  Even 
so, most people requiring to identify plants on a 
regular or semi-regular basis should learn to use or 
refer to a plant by its scientific name.  This by and 
large eliminates much of the confusion.

Broad-leaved tea tree, Broad-leaved paperbark, Belbowrie 
Punk tree, Paper bark tea tree or Melaleuca quinquenervia

Did I say eliminates?  Sorry, my mistake – seriously 
reduces the confusion of naming, identifying and 
communicating information on plants.

The scientific classification system has various tiers:
	 Kingdom
	 Phylum
	 Class
	 Order
	 Family
	 Genus
	 Species

Principally we are concerned with the last three: 
Family, Genus, and Species.
The three major families of importance in the 
Australian bee world are:
	 Asteraceae: includes the daisies.
	 Fabaceae: includes legumes, peas and 
beans.
	 Myrtaceae: includes eucalypts, callistemon, 
tea-trees and paperbarks.
There are many other Families of plants that are 
of value to honey bees due to their nectar and/or 
pollen rewards.

All scientific plant names are in Latin.

There are two words used to describe individual 
plants; the first is the genus and the second the 
species.  Some genus groups are very large.  In 
the Australian context Acacia and Eucalypts are the 
two genera that pretty well dominate the Australian 
landscape.

In the mid 1990’s taxonomists split off a group of 
eucalypts and termed them Corymbias.  Another 
closely related group includes the Angophoras.  
Eucalypts, Corymbia and Angophora all share 
many similarities, but are distinguishable enough 
to be placed into identifiable groups.  Corymbias 
have distinct buds, whereas Angophora’s have 
adult leaves opposite, as distinct from eucalypts 
and corymbias which have alternate leaves in adult 
foliage.

It is worth mentioning at this point, other distinct 
eucalypt groups including box, ironbark, stringybark, 
peppermints, ash, mahogany and gums.  Mallee 
refers to a form, whereas the other loose categories 
refer to bark type.

As yet, these distinct bark types have not been split 
into separate genera. Even so, there is always a 
possibility that this could be initiated in the future.

In the taxonomy world there is what is loosely 
termed ‘lumpers and splitters’.  Lumpers are those 
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that prefer to clump like-species together and the 
splitters are those who see a better order of things 
in giving each distinguishable group a separate 
genus title.  Ironbark’s and box eucalypts are likely 
to share enough similarities to be placed together.  
The stringybark group of eucalypts are also 
sufficiently distinguishable from other eucalypts.  
Mallee, on the other hand, is likely to be split up 
amongst any re-classification of the Eucalyptus 
genus if that ever happens.

The species name is specific to an individual 
identifiable plant, where the features between are 
not of major significance and all members of the 
species are able to reproduce with each other.  
Species names may be derived from a feature 
of the plant, e.g. E.longifolia – meaning long 
leaf; or maybe by the location it was identified, 
E.paramattensis – Parramatta.

Black thistle, Spear thistle, Common thistle, Bull thistle, Scotch 
thistle or Cirsium vulgare

Increasingly, molecular biologists are assisting with 
the clarification of the groupings of different plants 
and identifying more than one species in a group of 
plants, all thought to be the same species or on the 
other hand, identifying that a group of species could 
be collectively named as a single species.
The observable variations within a single species 
may be due to the genetic variation within the plant 
(genotypic) or environmental factor (phenotypic) 
thus the on-going confusion with classification of 
plants.

Even so, the use of their scientific naming and 
classification creates a far more stable environment 
than the local use of common names.  When 
investigating the identification of a specific plant, 
do not automatically conclude that the names in 
common use are what relates to the references 
or texts you are using.  On the other hand, when 
referring to older references/texts, be mindful that 
the scientific names may have changed.

(Thanks to Vicki Saville for typing my notes and Annette 
Somerville for proof reading the final article)
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA
WE SUPPLY EVERYTHING FOR BEEKEEPERS

FROM HOBBY TO COMMERCIAL

CONTACT:
Send us an email:  info@lysonau.com.au
Visit our website:  www.lysonau.com.au
Give us a call:  0467 233 292 or 0407 070 670
Visit us on facebook:  www.facebook.com/lysonau

We sell the following products:
Polystyrene Hives

Nucleus Hives
Mating Hives

Travelling Hive Boxes
Feeders (hive & stand alone)
Honey Extraction Equipment

(2 frame up to 80 frame)
Honey Bottlers (manual to auto)

Suits, Veils & Gloves
Bee Tools

Cleaning Agents
Candle Moulds

Candle Making Supplies

Capping Extruders
Wax Melters

Settler Tanks up to 2000L with 
or without heating & mixer
Dehydraters & Creamers

Queen Breeding Equipment
Queen Rearing Equipment

Honey Sumps & Filters
Pollen Dryers

and much, much more....

Optima Processing Line
40 frame extraction line
Special Introductory 

Price
$38,000
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WELL BEES PRODUCE THE BEST HONEY

Quality bee frames crafted by  
skilled Australians with disability.
►
►  
►
►

wellbees.org.au
02 6691 8100 Order

now!

Made from certified Australian hoop pine

Standard sizes and custom orders

Lightweight, strong and durable

No order too small or large

B-QUAL  
Industry Owned Quality  

Assurance System 
 
 

HOW DOES B-QUAL  
CERTIFICATION BENEFIT MY 

BUSINESS? 
 

 Product integrity 
 Quality Assurance 
 HACCP based certification 
 Regulatory Compliance 
 Industry best practice 
 Biosecurity 
 Access to domestic &      

export markets 
 

B-QUAL Certification also   
enables an enterprise to   

market its product under the 
B-QUAL logo to show that it 
meets the B-QUAL Industry 

Standards 
 

Complete your training at 
home at your own pace! 

 
 

For more information and to obtain a Certification Information Pack 
contact the B-QUAL Certification team  

www.bqual.com.au 
AUS-QUAL  Pty Ltd 

Phone (07) 3361 9200    |    Toll Free Number 1800 630 890 
email:  bqual@ausqual.com.au 

SA BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

2 Gawler River Rd, Lewiston SA 5501

Food Grade Plastic Foundations
    

Full Depth - W.S.P - Manley
Mahurangi Frames to suit

8Fr & 10Fr W/Wire excluders
Beautifully made

Heavy Duty Hive-locks
Discount on pallet lots

Gary & Cynthia Brown
Ph/Fax:  (08) 8380 9695

Mob: 0429 806 609
Email: beekeep2@bigpond.com.au
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Cane toad sightings in Hunter Region

Two cane toads were sighted in the New South 
Hunter Region town of Metford, 7km southeast 
of Maitland in the week of 21 January 2019. As 
a voracious predator of insects including honey 
bees, it is important that we keep a lookout for this 
major pest, which is active at night during the warm 
months of the year, to gauge the extent of its spread 
and potentially halt its progress through early 
detection and eradication. Areas in NSW already 
infested with cane toads are Tweed, Byron, Lismore 
and Ballina Local Government Areas and eastern 
parts of Richmond Valley, Kyogle and Clarence 
Valley Local Government Areas. 

If you spot an animal you think may be a cane 
toad, carefully contain it (but don’t harm it) and 
take photos. The two cane toads found in Metford 
in January 2019 were positively identified by local 
veterinarians. Report the sighting to the NSW 
Department of Primary Industries here: 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/forms/report-
an-unusual-animal-sighting 

Cane toad found in Metford NSW January 2019. Photo Credit: 
Maitland Mercury

The cane toad was deliberately introduced to 
Australia in 1935 from Hawaii. The goal was for the 
toad to act as a biological control of French’s and 
Greyback cane beetles plaguing sugar cane crops 
in Queensland. The consequences of the non-native 
toad’s release didn’t bring cane beetle numbers 
down as it had in Hawaii, however, for the following 
reasons:
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THE FROST REPORT
Elizabeth Frost
Acting Technical Specialist, Honey Bees 
Tocal Agricultural College, NSW Dept. of Primary Industries 
T: 02 4939 8821 M: 0437 731 273 E: elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Cane toad sightings in Hunter Region

Two cane toads were sighted in the New South 
Hunter Region town of Metford, 7km southeast 
of Maitland in the week of 21 January 2019. As 
a voracious predator of insects including honey 
bees, it is important that we keep a lookout for this 
major pest, which is active at night during the warm 
months of the year, to gauge the extent of its spread 
and potentially halt its progress through early 
detection and eradication. Areas in NSW already 
infested with cane toads are Tweed, Byron, Lismore 
and Ballina Local Government Areas and eastern 
parts of Richmond Valley, Kyogle and Clarence 
Valley Local Government Areas. 

If you spot an animal you think may be a cane 
toad, carefully contain it (but don’t harm it) and 
take photos. The two cane toads found in Metford 
in January 2019 were positively identified by local 
veterinarians. Report the sighting to the NSW 
Department of Primary Industries here: 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/forms/report-
an-unusual-animal-sighting 

Cane toad found in Metford NSW January 2019. Photo Credit: 
Maitland Mercury

The cane toad was deliberately introduced to 
Australia in 1935 from Hawaii. The goal was for the 
toad to act as a biological control of French’s and 
Greyback cane beetles plaguing sugar cane crops 
in Queensland. The consequences of the non-native 
toad’s release didn’t bring cane beetle numbers 
down as it had in Hawaii, however, for the following 
reasons:

•	 Sugar cane can reach 6 to 8 meters in height 
and Greyback beetles usually feed in the top 
of the sugar cane stalks. Toads can’t fly or 
jump that high.

•	 Timing – the Greyback beetle tends to be out 
during the daytime and Cane toads feed at 
night.

•	 Not seasonally compatible, so are not in the 
same place at the same time of year.

•	 The Australian sugar cane fields are much 
dryer than those of the Cane toads’ native 
habitat (South and Central America) and Ha-
waii. The toads need wet conditions to sur-
vive, so quickly moved from the sugar cane 
fields to moister areas.

•	

Cane toad distribution as of 2008. Figure Credit: Kearney, M, 
Phillips, BL, Tracy, CR, Christian, KA, Betts, G & Porter, WP 
2008, ‘Modelling species distributions without using species 

distributions: the cane toad in Australia under current and future 
climates’, Ecography, vol. 31, pp. 423–434.

Since its introduction in 1935 cane toads have 
expanded across northern Australia, crossing 
through the Northern Territory to Western Australia 
and down through Queensland into areas of 
New South Wales. According to the Australian 
Government, the cane toad has expanded westward 
from its original introduction point in Queensland 
at an estimated rate of 40 to 60 km per year. 
Beekeepers in these areas live with cane toad by 
either putting hives on stands (around 60cm high) 
or accepting losses from cane toads eating bees 
overnight from any hive entrance within reach. 
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Cane toads at a hive entrance at night. Photo credit: Renee Silvester, 
January 2016.

“Behavioural tactics used by invasive cane toads 
(Rhinella marina) to exploit apiaries in Australia” 
is an excellent study on this topic, conducted by 
Renee Silvester, Matthew Greenlees, Richards 
Shine and Benjamin Oldroyd of University of 
Sydney and published in Austral Ecology in 2018. 
To quote their discussion section, the researchers 
found “In this study, apiaries reduced the rate of 
movement of toads, with toads remaining close to 
this point source of food at night and over a period 
of weeks. […]Commercial beehives not only attract 
cane toads, but also induce sedentary behaviour.” 
An even better argument for hive stands or better 
yet keeping cane toad out of your area and ensuring 
you’re not spreading it! For more, read Silvester’s 
full article here: 

onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/aec.12668  

Additional online reading:
NSW DPI cane toad facts and resources:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nia/new-
incursions/cane-toad  

Biological Control Gone Bad! Story of the Cane 
Toad: 
gen.uga.edu/documents/pest/Biological%20
Control%20Gone%20Bad.pdf  

Maitland Mercury 22/01/19 article:
www.maitlandmercury.com.au/story/5864148/cane-
toad-kills-metford-familys-pet/

Remember, if you see this toad outside its 
established area, catch it and report it here: www.
dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/forms/report-an-
unusual-animal-sighting

Cane toad identifying features. Source: Office of Environment and 
Heritage

Yes, we’re looking for Jelly Bush honey producers like you!

You could supply us with your quality Australian Jelly Bush 
honey for our ever expanding international customers. 
We’ll supply the IBC/drums and pay the freight and honey levy.

Please contact fellow Beekeeper, Paul Costa on: 
0499 775 664 or paul@gustarehoney.com

Bee part of 
our global Jelly 
Bush revolution.

gustarehoney.com

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN CAGES
- Money & Time Saver

- Improves Queen acceptance
- Quick & easy to place in hive

Banking Bars  - Queen Cell Cups
Easy Fit Cell Protectors
Queen Candy

 SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’	   Phone: 02 6887 2202   
 MINORE ROAD, MS6	   Email: sales@beekeepers.com.au
 DUBBO   NSW   2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS
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NSW	Department	of	Primary	Industries	Contact	List:	Honey	Bees 
Below is a useful list of key contact points within the NSW Department of Primary Industries for the honey  
bee industry. A central NSW DPI Biosecurity Helpline has been established to streamline enquiries and  
ensure they are logged and tracked on a central database. This Helpline can be reached via the phone, email  
or by reporting or making an enquiry online. Reports made to the Helpline are tracked and callers will receive  
a reference number for follow up and tracking purposes. Reports are then triaged to the appropriate staff  
member or team within NSW DPI for response. 
Biosecurity	&	Compliance 

NSW	DPI	Biosecurity	Helpline 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity 
Compliance enquiries and complaints, report notifiable bee pests like 
American foulbrood, and other issues relating to biosecurity matters 

1800 680 244 quarantine@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

Exotic	Plant	Pest	Hotline 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/contact-us 
Report exotic bee pests like Varroa mite 

1800 084 881 biosecurity@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

Beekeeper registrations 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-
livestock/bees/beekeeper-registration 
Apply for, renew or enquire about beekeeper registration 

02 6552 3000 bfs.admin@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

Interstate	health	certificates 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/116976/h
ealth-cert-apiary-products-movement.pdf 
Health certificates for the interstate movement of apiary products, bee 
colonies, used appliances, queen bees, escorts, queen cells and package 
bees 

1800 680 244 Send forms to: 
quarantine@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

Laboratory	Services 

NSW	DPI	Laboratory	Services 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/labs 
Learn more about the diagnostic testing services available from NSW DPI 
Laboratory Services including samples to take for bee disease diagnosis 

1800 675 623 laboratory.services@dpi.nsw.gov.
au 

Education 

Tocal	College 
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/ 
Courses and education material tailored for the honey bee industry 

1800 025 520 info@tocal.com 

Advisory 

Elizabeth Frost 
Honey Bee Industry Development Officer (Tocal) 
Advice on managing bees and beehives, nutrition, equipment, products, pesticides and queen 
breeding 

elizabeth.frost@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

Beekeeping	on	public	land 

Apiary	sites	on	public	lands 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/beekeeping-on-public-land 
Learn more about the new management of apiary sites on public lands including State forests, 
travelling stock reserves and National Parks 

apiary.sites@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

 

Yes, we’re looking for Jelly Bush honey producers like you!

You could supply us with your quality Australian Jelly Bush 
honey for our ever expanding international customers. 
We’ll supply the IBC/drums and pay the freight and honey levy.

Please contact fellow Beekeeper, Paul Costa on: 
0499 775 664 or paul@gustarehoney.com

Bee part of 
our global Jelly 
Bush revolution.

gustarehoney.com



NSW APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Thursday 16TH &  Friday 17TH  May 2019
PANTHERS  132 Piper Street  Bathurst  NSW  2795

Delegate Registration Forms
Delegate Registration form will be posted out shortly and will also be available via our website www.
nswaa.com.au .   
To take advantage of the EARLY BIRD RATES please ensure that your registration including payment 
is received by us prior to 31 March 2019.  
Payments can be made online from the website or for those of you who wish to send your registration 
by Australia Post, please ensure that you send it to the new postal address:  NSW Apiarists’ 
Association, P O Box 267, Manilla  NSW  2346.

2019 Partnerships
NSWAA is very pleased to announce the following Partners have been confirmed:

Platinum – Lockwood Beekeeping/Goldfields 
Apiary

Gold – Select Harvests  
Gold – Lyson Beekeeping Supplies 

Silver – Nuplas 
Silver – My Apiary 

Wine & Cheese Night – Ecrotek  
Morning Tea – Dalrymple View 

Satchel – Hivemind
Advertising – Schutz

If you would like to become a Partner for 2019, the following Partnerships are still available:

Silver $3500.00 – 2 opportunities available
Dinner $3500.00 – 1 opportunity available

Dinner Speaker $2500.00 – 1 opportunity available
Business Workshop $2000.00– 1 opportunity available

Emerging Researchers $2000.00– 1 opportunity available
Morning Tea $1500.00 - 1 opportunity available

Would you like to  promote your business by way of becoming a Satchel Partner @ $250.00 and/or 
an Advertising Partner @ $160.00?  Please do not hesitate to contact Therese Kershaw 0428857634 
or email tradeshow@nswaa.com.au	
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Silver – Nuplas 
Silver – My Apiary 
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Satchel – Hivemind
Advertising – Schutz

If you would like to become a Partner for 2019, the following Partnerships are still available:

Silver $3500.00 – 2 opportunities available
Dinner $3500.00 – 1 opportunity available

Dinner Speaker $2500.00 – 1 opportunity available
Business Workshop $2000.00– 1 opportunity available
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an Advertising Partner @ $160.00?  Please do not hesitate to contact Therese Kershaw 0428857634 
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Trade Show Exhibitors 

Lockwood Beekeeping  -  Select Harvests  -  Lyson Beekeeping Supplies  -  Ecrotek  - 
 Nuplas  -  Dalrymple View -  My Apiary  -  Prestige Stainless  -  Steritech  -  

Hivemind  -  Avant Equipment Australia  -  Whirrakee Woodware  -  
Kelvin Trading Pty Ltd  -  M & K Stafford Engineering

Speakers
We are fortunate to be able to confirm that we have the following expertise of a great range of speakers 
covering a variety of subjects:

•	 Michelle Taylor (New Zealand) 		  Gut Health – Bees

•	 Byron Taylor (New Zealand)			   AFB & Varroa

•	 Nural Cokcetin					     Honey – Benefit to Human Health

•	 Elizabeth Frost					     Queen Breeding Project

•	 Danielle Lloyd-Pritchard			   Education & Cert III in Beekeeping

•	 Cooper Schouten				    Insights/Lessons from Papua New Guinea

•	 Jodie Gerdts					     Chalkbrood

•	 Nick Geoghegan					    Single Desk

•	 Rob Banks					     Breeding Value of Honey Bees

•	 Simon Haberles					     CSIRO Specialist

•	 Stuart Anderson

*** Subject to confirmation, further speakers may be added to this list.

Accommodation at Bathurst

•	 There are numerous types of accommodation available at Bathurst. For those of you who would 
like to secure your accommodation now, please see below a list of the closest motels as advised 
by the Bathurst Information Centre:

Bathurst Motor Inn, 87 Durham Street,  0263 312 222

Panorama Motel, 51 Durham Street, 0263 312 666

Governor Macquarie, 19 Charlotte Street, 0263 631 221

•	 Please note:  Country Lodge Motor Inn at Bathurst has been reserved for conference speakers. 
There may be rooms available once all of the speakers have confirmed their requirements.  In the 
event of there being rooms available for delegates we will endeavour to notify members via our 
website.



T/F 03 5664 8382  E shayo@sympac.com.au  W www.aussiehive.com.au

PATENT PENDING

Prove it for yourself! Place your order now to ensure 
delivery of your Aussie Hives by Spring. 
And look forward to increased honey production!

AUSSIE HIVES™
The better hive for higher production  The better hive 

The new Aussie Hive by Hasson’s Hives
Australia is robust yet light with excellent
thermal insulation for healthier, stronger,
more productive bees. It needs virtually
no maintenance and will outlast any

other hive on the market.

Food–grade polymer 
reduces hive disease and 
eliminates paint contamination

Polymer is water resistant for
drier hives

Industry standard 10 frame

Strong, lightweight, no-maintenance 
construction

Insulated to control internal hive 
temperature, support brood 
development and reduce 
stress on bees

Increases honey 
production

             AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE LINE PTY LTD
ABN 88610746257        ACN:610746257

Italian and Carniolan Queens
		         1 - 10 ------------------ $30.00 each plus postage

11 - 49 ----------------- $28.00 each
50 - 99 ----------------- $26.00 each
Over 100 (in total) --- $25.00 each
200 and over ---------- $24.00 each

Prices GST Inclusive. 
Postage & Handling applies for orders under 11

                                     Terms:  Payment prior to dispatch
Terms & Conditions apply. EFTPOS facility available

For Orders or Enquiries contact Charlie & Brenda Casido / Mely
Address:21 Leewood Drive, Orange NSW 2800 or PO Box 80, Orange NSW 2800
Office Hours: 9.00am - 5.00pm Mon - Fri Ph: (02) 6369 0565 Fax: (02) 6369 0575 

Email: info@australianqueenbeeline.com.au Web: www.australianqueenbeeline.com.au
Before & After Office Hours: Mobile 0434 353 301
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HEAT YOUR HONEY PLANT  
FOR LESS THAN $30.00 A DAY!!!* 

ENQUIRIES TO: 

 Thermostatically Controlled 
 Running at 98° +/-2° 
 Wash down hose & gun included in package 
 Diesel Fired, Economical to run, 2Litres per hour 
 Simple & Reliable! 20 plus years of  field  
 service and counting! 
 Under 3 amps power consumption** 

SELF CONTAINED HOT WATER RECYCLING SYSTEM 

130 GIPPS RD, SMITHFIELD NSW 2164 
P: (02) 9725 4211  F: (02) 9725 2631 
Email: info@spitwaternsw.com.au 

495 GRAND JUNCTION RD, WINGFIELD SA 5013 
P: (08) 8244 0110 F: (08) 8244 0156 
Email: info@spitwatersa.com.au 

*Based on a 10 hour working day ** In our field tests 

® 
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TOTAL SETUP & MAINTENANCE COSTS
OF 500 COMMERCIAL HIVES OVER 30 YEARS

CHANGE YOUR PERSPECTIVE

NUPLAS PLASTIC BEEHIVES TRADITIONAL TIMBER BEEHIVES

BENEFITS OF

BEEH IVES

$160k $496k

TOTAL SETUP & MAINTENANCE COSTS
OF 500 COMMERCIAL HIVES OVER 30 YEARS

CHANGE YOUR PERSPECTIVE

NUPLAS PLASTIC BEEHIVES TRADITIONAL TIMBER BEEHIVES

BENEFITS OF

BEE HIVE S

$160k $496k
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Honey Wanted
We Look For:
100% Australian honey
Long term suppliers
Large quantity
Packed in IBCs

Call:0430 112 002
Contact:Rosie

Auburn NSW 2144

THE NATIONAL HONEY SHOW – 
BRITISH BEEKEEPING’S MAJOR 
ANNUAL EVENT
The UK’s 87th annual National Honey Show was 
held at the Sandown Park Racecourse at Esher in 
Surrey over three days in late October.

It is a pretty good indicator of the Show’s relevance 
when in attracted thousands of attendees over the 
three days. 

There was also a monumental and possibly all-time 
record number of 2,065 entries from 261 entrants 
in the competition classes for extracted and comb 
honey, mead types, frames, wax, gifts, photography, 
microscopy, confectionery/cooking with junior 
classes included for the young.

I first attended a National Honey Show briefly on 
one day in 2012 when I was in the UK but pressed 
for time. 

This year improved planning enabled me to better 
allocate my time totalling two days at the Show.
In short with its size it is not a Show that you just 
breeze in and out of!

And the organising committee seem to recognise 
this with an uncomplicated, logical layout over 
the extensive spaces of a modern multi-storey 
racecourse grandstand.

What was I looking for? – well certainly any new 
beekeeping ideas, products or technology, evidence 
of value adding opportunities, as well as a general 
measure of the health of beekeeping in the UK 
particularly at the hobby or small enterprise scale.
I can say I was happily satisfied on all three counts.
But first I should be disclosing the Show format. 

To begin there are the heavy lectures or advanced 
technical and research presentations and the 
Show offered about fifteen of these; so, if you were 
interested you can easily take in most of them over 
the three days. 

I attended one on how in Wiltshire local community 
activity is opening up ‘bee roadzz’ with vegetation 
and plantings that facilitate bee flights across the 
countryside.

A second one was on the genetic makeup of the 
Irish black bee.

The lectures were complemented by a workshop 
program that totalled nineteen events on practical 
subjects as diverse as microscopy, candle making, 
hive potions and polishes, photography, sustainable 
plantings, even skep making and best of all a couple 
of hours on the final afternoon devoted to mead 
making and tasting. 

On the Saturday, the final day of the three, there 
was a special lecture program to encourage newer 
beekeepers.

I managed to take in a selection of all the learning 
events, while paying attention to the results of the 
exhibit judging sessions, as well as cruising the 
trade show that ran in conjunction over the three 
days.

With fifty odd suppliers or manufacturers, even 
inventors of new products for the beekeeping 
industry, it was a real cornucopia of ideas and 
products.

The very first value-adding opportunity I 
encountered was the Northumberland Honey 
Company who featured ‘from the bee to the bottle’. 
They told me they were initially mead makers but 
were working to switch 150 hives of their honey 
production progressively over to sparkling honey 
wine. 

A lot of this honey is sourced from heather in 
Scotland.

They are employing the French methode 
champenoise method of fermentation in the bottle 
to produce several types of sparkling honey wine in 
various styles - sweet to dry and colours including a 
rose.

And with their advertised bottle prices at circa 35 
pounds sterling (over $A60) each I thought they 
could be on the right track. 

They told me they had a targeted production of 
10,000 bottles each honey vintage!

So far as equipment is concerned the displays 
were dominated by enormous stock presentations 
by Thorne and Maisemore Apiaries – both long 
established, over a century in Thorne’s case – and 
they both tend to dominate the retail beekeeping 
supply market in the UK.

There were also presentations by leading bee suit 
makers including Sherriff, BB Wear and others 
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APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc

Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231
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encountered was the Northumberland Honey 
Company who featured ‘from the bee to the bottle’. 
They told me they were initially mead makers but 
were working to switch 150 hives of their honey 
production progressively over to sparkling honey 
wine. 

A lot of this honey is sourced from heather in 
Scotland.

They are employing the French methode 
champenoise method of fermentation in the bottle 
to produce several types of sparkling honey wine in 
various styles - sweet to dry and colours including a 
rose.

And with their advertised bottle prices at circa 35 
pounds sterling (over $A60) each I thought they 
could be on the right track. 

They told me they had a targeted production of 
10,000 bottles each honey vintage!

So far as equipment is concerned the displays 
were dominated by enormous stock presentations 
by Thorne and Maisemore Apiaries – both long 
established, over a century in Thorne’s case – and 
they both tend to dominate the retail beekeeping 
supply market in the UK.

There were also presentations by leading bee suit 
makers including Sherriff, BB Wear and others 

including a new tailor from Pakistan. 

An interesting new product was shown by UK 
company Thermosolar Beehives that it says uses 
heat from the sun to kill Varroa mites.

Their proposition is that Varroa mites cannot 
reproduce at temperatures over 40 degrees C while 
their conventional Langstroth hive employs two 
Thermosolar panels, one on the front and one on 
the top to capture heat from sunlight. 

With insulated walls the heat is apparently kept in 
the hive where internal heat sinks ensure the heat is 
evenly distributed. 

This was an exhibit that seemed to get a lot of 
interest albeit it seemed to be at the prototype 
stage. 

They claimed also that bees will overwinter better 
in one of their hives with colonies building up ten to 
fourteen days earlier than conventional box hives. 
This could be a product to keep a watch on as it 
evolves.

I took interest in two of the workshop sessions; one 
running for a full day was on hand making skeps 
with straw. 

It was well attended and although skeps have no 
relevance to beekeeping today it is one of those 
likely trades to be lost, hence their desire to retain it 
as a traditional skill.

The definite highlight was the mead making from 
start to drinking workshop delivered by a very 
experienced, dour but entertaining beekeeper Ron 
Hunter.

He went through the constituents of the various 
mead types including mellomel, cyser, metheglin, 
pyment and honey ale or beer.

Ron emphasised clean working in constant 
temperatures with many equipment items such as 
tubing, airlocks, bottling and corking aids etc. that 
can be purchased from home brew stores in the UK. 

His accurate recipes included using high quality 
Gervin specialty yeasts from the Muntons company 
as well as a need for fairly long maturation.

The workshop which ran for a couple of hours was 
fully booked, cost nine pounds to participate and 
was a great primer for any likely mead maker.

Then there was the tasting of five meads – a couple 
brought by course members, two of Ron’s own 
and a commercially produced Lime Bay Winery 
mead that he reckons is the best value mead type 
available in the UK today. I concurred with his view.

I hope to produce a couple more articles from the 
Show over the next couple of months. 

One is sure to be about the steps the Beekeepers 
Association is taking to indenture and train young 
beekeepers and on several other relevant industry 
issues.

The National Honey Show obviously could not 
function without sponsorship of which the Worshipful 
Company of Wax Chandlers (founded before 1300 
and owning its London property since 1501!) is a 
major one. 

A huge volume of volunteer beekeepers staff 
the show so you don’t step far before a new 
conversation starts.

While local provincial or district bee clubs also 
play important roles; for instance, one of the major 
trophies for the honey competition has been 
sponsored for over forty years by the same regional 
bee group.

The organisers tell me they would very much 
like to get some Australian entries into the 
honey competitions and there are no quarantine 
restrictions to the submission of Australian honey.

Other Australian involvement in the show was 
modest. 

The Australian Manuka Honey Association was 
apparently represented by Michele Lancaster while 
a local school demonstrated the Flow Hive for their 
second year; I encountered neither.

Daily attendance at the Show costs twenty 
pounds sterling with the venue the Sandown Park 
Racecourse being easily accessible by train in 
under an hour from Waterloo station, albeit that 
it is a quite pleasant fifteen-minute walk to the 
racecourse after arriving at the Esher station.

The 88th Show dates in 2019 will be from Thursday 
24 October to Saturday 26 October and anyone who 
can plan travel to the UK to include these dates and 
a stop over at this event won’t be disappointed.

At worst you will walk away from the Show with 
several kilograms of informative reading matter!
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Or for more information see www.honeyshow.co.uk 
where the technical papers are progressively being 
added if you want to do some homework.

Photo Captions 
1.	 With over 2,000 entries in the competitions, 

the major categories being for bottled honey 
and meads, the UK’s National Honey Show 
is well organised with significant input over 
each of the three days from a roster of vol-
unteer beekeepers.

The competition classes are always well supported 
and a very well organised. This year there were 
2,065 entries.

2,	 Class 16 of the Competition is for a 
‘Decorative Exhibit to Display Honey with 
Pure Moulded Beeswax or Mead or Both”.

The winning entry took the theme of a memorial to 
the end of 100 years from World War 1 and was a 
team entry by the North Shropshire Beekeepers 
Association. The photo probably doesn’t do it 
justice, but it stood over a metre tall.

By John Kennedy

Apimondia 2019 Invitation
The Canadian Honey Council and its industry partners are proud to invite you to join the 46th Apimondia Con-
gress, which will be held in Montréal, Canada from September 8-12, 2019. 

Apimondia 2019 Montréal proposes a theme outlining the importance of bees for our society:

“Working together within agriculture, Canada’s answer to sustainable beekeeping”

Montréal is internationally renowned for its hospitality, great attractions and centrally located modern congress 
facilities with easy access to the Montréal Trudeau International Airport. 

The Canadian Honey Council has a team that is working with the City of Montréal and the Palais des congrès 
de Montréal Convention Center to organize this grandiose event.

The Congress will cover a broad spectrum of beekeeping and apicultural sciences, including state of-the-art 
lectures, plenary sessions and various symposia within each of the Apimondia Standing Commissions. 

The Montréal Congress will strive to be a showcase of world-wide advancements in the science of apiculture. 

Emphasis will also be placed on presentations or discussions of topics that are of high prominence in the bee-
keeping community or that challenge our concepts of modern beekeeping, through roundtables and special 
interest group sessions. 

The poster sessions, offering lively interaction between presenters and participants, are regarded by many as 
the heart of the Congress. We will also endeavour to use web-based streaming of all plenary sessions to allow 
participation of a new category of virtual registrants in aspects of the Congress.

We are looking forward to welcoming you to Montréal in 2019!

Pierre Giovenazzo - President, Rod Scarlett - Executive Secretary, Stephen F Pernal - Coordinator
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HONEYLAND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
2019 SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW 

VOLUNTEER FORM 

Volunteers Still Needed For April 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 

I/We can work at the Show on the following days: …………………………………………………………………………….. 

Second Preference: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I/We require accommodation for the nights of:………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Be specific with your dates for working and accommodation 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDING ACCOMMODATION PLEASE RETURN YOUR 
FORM ASAP AS ACCOMMODATION IS LIMITED 

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS – WHERE TICKETS WILL BE SENT 

Name/s: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Phone: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PLEASE RETURN FORM NO LATER THAN ASAP: 

Debbie Porter, NSWAA Show Coordinator, 135 Eusdale Road Yetholme NSW 2795 

Email: debbie.porter3@hotmail.com 

2,	 Class 16 of the Competition is for a 
‘Decorative Exhibit to Display Honey with 
Pure Moulded Beeswax or Mead or Both”.

The winning entry took the theme of a memorial to 
the end of 100 years from World War 1 and was a 
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“Working together within agriculture, Canada’s answer to sustainable beekeeping”

Montréal is internationally renowned for its hospitality, great attractions and centrally located modern congress 
facilities with easy access to the Montréal Trudeau International Airport. 

The Canadian Honey Council has a team that is working with the City of Montréal and the Palais des congrès 
de Montréal Convention Center to organize this grandiose event.

The Congress will cover a broad spectrum of beekeeping and apicultural sciences, including state of-the-art 
lectures, plenary sessions and various symposia within each of the Apimondia Standing Commissions. 

The Montréal Congress will strive to be a showcase of world-wide advancements in the science of apiculture. 

Emphasis will also be placed on presentations or discussions of topics that are of high prominence in the bee-
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The poster sessions, offering lively interaction between presenters and participants, are regarded by many as 
the heart of the Congress. We will also endeavour to use web-based streaming of all plenary sessions to allow 
participation of a new category of virtual registrants in aspects of the Congress.

We are looking forward to welcoming you to Montréal in 2019!

Pierre Giovenazzo - President, Rod Scarlett - Executive Secretary, Stephen F Pernal - Coordinator
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FORMERLY AUSURE INSURANCE BROKERS GOULBURN 
At CNR Insurance Brokers we understand the issues that Apiarists face in their day to day business. 

 
Our Apiarist Insurance package now includes cover for pesticide contamination of your hives and bees. 

 
We are also able to offer covers including Australia Wide theft and vandalism cover for your hives including the 
honey and bees along with all other insurances including property, business interruption, public liability, transit 

and motor vehicles. 
 

For further information, please call our office on 02 4822 1320 or email at info@cnrinsurance.com.au 
 

CNR Insurance Brokers are Authorised Representatives of NAS Insurance Brokers AFSL: 233750 
 

 

SUPPLYING ALLIANCE WOODWARE & FRAMES 

SPECIALISING IN WIRED & EMBEDED FRAMES 

ASSEMBLED, TREATED & PAINTED BOXES 
LIDS & BOTTOMS 

A FULL RANGE OF BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE AMATUER BEEKEEPER 

HONEY EXTRACTION, STROAGE & 
CONTAINERS 

NSW AGENT FOR HIVEMIND NZ 

70 Whitbread Street, Taree NSW 2430  

nigel.powell@valley-industries.com.au
Phone 6552 8888  Fax 6552 5941 Mobile 0458 522 240 

MAIL ORDER WELCOME  

OR 

SHOP ONLINE  

www.valley-industries.com.au 

Valley Industries Ltd
“Helping People to Help Themselves” 

 NSWAA  TRADE SHOW 
- 16—17 May 2019 

Bathurst Panthers  132 Piper Street, Bathurst  NSW 

Contact  Therese Kershaw   - tradeshow@ nswaa.com.au    
For further Sponsorship / Exhibitor Information                                                                                   

www.nswaa.com.au 

Confirmed Sponsors & Exhibitors   

Platinum Partner 
Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies /Goldfields Honey Australia    

Gold  Partners 

Wine & Cheese Night Partner 

Ecrotek  

 Silver Partners 

  

Morning Tea Partner 

Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies     

              Exhibitors  
Avant Equipment Australia  

   Hivemind Precision Apiculture   

Kelvin Trading Pty Ltd     

 M & K Stafford Engineering Pty Ltd 

   Prestige Stainless Pty Ltd     

  Steritech   

Whirrakee Woodware  

Lyson Beekeeping Supplies                          Select Harvests Ltd  

My Apiary Ltd                                       Nuplas Apiarists  Supplies 



	 33	 Australia’s Honeybee News January - February 2019

 

 

FORMERLY AUSURE INSURANCE BROKERS GOULBURN 
At CNR Insurance Brokers we understand the issues that Apiarists face in their day to day business. 

 
Our Apiarist Insurance package now includes cover for pesticide contamination of your hives and bees. 

 
We are also able to offer covers including Australia Wide theft and vandalism cover for your hives including the 
honey and bees along with all other insurances including property, business interruption, public liability, transit 

and motor vehicles. 
 

For further information, please call our office on 02 4822 1320 or email at info@cnrinsurance.com.au 
 

CNR Insurance Brokers are Authorised Representatives of NAS Insurance Brokers AFSL: 233750 
 

 

SUPPLYING ALLIANCE WOODWARE & FRAMES 

SPECIALISING IN WIRED & EMBEDED FRAMES 

ASSEMBLED, TREATED & PAINTED BOXES 
LIDS & BOTTOMS 

A FULL RANGE OF BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE AMATUER BEEKEEPER 

HONEY EXTRACTION, STROAGE & 
CONTAINERS 

NSW AGENT FOR HIVEMIND NZ 

70 Whitbread Street, Taree NSW 2430  

nigel.powell@valley-industries.com.au
Phone 6552 8888  Fax 6552 5941 Mobile 0458 522 240 

MAIL ORDER WELCOME  

OR 

SHOP ONLINE  

www.valley-industries.com.au 

Valley Industries Ltd
“Helping People to Help Themselves” 

 NSWAA  TRADE SHOW 
- 16—17 May 2019 

Bathurst Panthers  132 Piper Street, Bathurst  NSW 

Contact  Therese Kershaw   - tradeshow@ nswaa.com.au    
For further Sponsorship / Exhibitor Information                                                                                   

www.nswaa.com.au 

Confirmed Sponsors & Exhibitors   

Platinum Partner 
Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies /Goldfields Honey Australia    

Gold  Partners 

Wine & Cheese Night Partner 

Ecrotek  

 Silver Partners 

  

Morning Tea Partner 

Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies     

              Exhibitors  
Avant Equipment Australia  

   Hivemind Precision Apiculture   

Kelvin Trading Pty Ltd     

 M & K Stafford Engineering Pty Ltd 

   Prestige Stainless Pty Ltd     

  Steritech   

Whirrakee Woodware  

Lyson Beekeeping Supplies                          Select Harvests Ltd  

My Apiary Ltd                                       Nuplas Apiarists  Supplies 

A u s t r a l i a

Plastic Beehive Components
Made in Australia by Max Cane Apiaries

FULL DEPTH FOUNDATION SHEETS
• Made in Australia for Australian conditions

• Top quality food grade high impact polystyrene

• Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance

• Natural cell size

• Mitred bottom corners

• 6mm engagement tongue

Std colour Black, Natural, Yellow and Red
Other colours available with large orders (5000+)

Also available:
Nuplas plastic frames (made in Australia)
Full Depth, W.S.P and Ideal

Contact:
MAX CANE APIARIES
9 McGibbony Crt, Ararat, Victoria, Australia
Phone: 0427 501 551

ABN 561 108 274
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Apiary Sites Program Update
Nick Geoghegan, Apiculture Resource 
Coordinator, NSW DPI

Next Expression of Interest sites 
release

Following completion of the EOI Pilot last year we 
identified a number of ways to improve the process. 
Technology upgrades have been completed and 
we are preparing for the next release of available 
sites under the Expression of Interest process on 
the 30th of January 2019. The release will include 
approximately 50 apiary sites on LLS Travelling 
Stock Routes and Reserves in the Central West, 
Northern Tablelands, Murray and South East 
regions. (We are working with the other agencies 
and regions to identify further sites for future EOI 
releases). 

With such a broad geographical spread, interested 
parties are encouraged to use the full capability 
of the online maps to examine the sites. To make 
this easier we have provided instructions on how 

to make the most of the zoom, satellite views and 
navigation capabilities of the online map.  This may 
provide useful indicators of the site’s value before 
visiting the site.

The available sites will be published and available 
to apply for a period of 1 month after which the 
applications will be assessed and permits allocated 
according to the EOI allocation process (visit the 
DPI website via this shortcut: http://bit.ly/ApiaryEOI.)

To receive notifications about new releases and 
updates on the Apiary Sites Programme send an 
email to apiary.sites@dpi.nsw.gov.au requesting to 
be added to our email list. Details of the EOI will be 
linked from the HoneyBee page on the DPI website: 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/
bees 

Forestry regulations updated
Consistent terms and conditions for Apiary permits 
is a key part of the NSW Government’s Apiaries 
on Public Land Policy. To ensure the explicit 
support in regulations for long-term permits with 
annual payments, amendments to the Forestry 
regulations were passed in November 2018. These 
amendments will give greater certainty of long-term 
tenure for permit holders. Similar changes to the 
LLS regulations are in progress and expected to be 
implemented in the next few months.

Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies / Goldfields 
Honey Australia.

We are a family run beekeeping operation located in the Central West of NSW.

Our late father Grant Lockwood started beekeeping in 1975 learning his skill with Orange Bee Farms. 1980 
Grant purchased his first few hives and now Goldfield Australia operates 7000 plus beehives and 2000 queen 
rearing nucs. 

Over the years we have diversified into many aspects of the beekeeping industry.

BEEKEEPING
Goldfield Honey Australia Pty Ltd produces fine quality Australian honey, pollinates commercial orchards and 
crops, produces pure Australian beeswax and honeycomb. Together with its sister companies operates an 
accredited honey bottling plant and runs a tourist and education facility called The Beekeepers Inn.

Goldfield Honey Australia has now diversified into nucleus beehive production and over the last two seasons 
we have produced over 6000 quality 5 frame nucleus beehives. We are producing for both the hobby and 
commercial sectors. This season after much demand we have returned to producing queen bees for sale 
offering a fine quality queens produced by our expert team.

MANUFACTURING
Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies have now been manufacturing quality timber hive ware for about 7 years now.

We are now supplying our hive ware throughout Australia. We can custom make to your requirements upon 
consultation. We are also the Mann Lake dealer for NSW and sole distributor of Mann Lakes Ultra bee feed, 
a pollen substitute that is producing great results. We are always expanding our range of quality beekeeping 
equipment.

We look forward to what the future holds with many more plans and opportunities.

Vicki, Jon and Sam Lockwood 



Special prices for all your 
beekeeping needs

Assembled and 
wired frames:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Assembled Double Groove Frames: 
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger 
Joints, screwed, wax dipped and 
painted: 
Minimum order quantity = 150

Box Standard Grade
Finger Joint 8/10-Frames: 
Minimum order quantity = 150

Hornsby Branch
63A Hunter Lane Hornsby NSW 2077
Phone: 02 9477 5569   |  Fax: 02 9477 7494 
Trading hours: Mon – Fri  9am - 5pm 
Sat  9am - 4pm

Mt Druitt Branch
Unit 11, 71 Kurrajong Ave Mt Druitt NSW 2770 
Phone: 02 9625 5424   |  Fax: 02 9625 7589
Trading hours: Mon – Fri  10am - 6pm
Sat  10am - 5pm

info@hornsby-beekeeping.com  |  hornsby-beekeeping.com

Call or visit us today.

Hornsby
Beekeeping Supplies
For all your beekeeping needs

$2.15

$20.00

$17.00

$1.65

$2.60

$1.35

Plastic Foundation 
Made in USA:
Minimum 
order quantity = 2000

Coloured Box 
Waxed Dipped and 
Painted 8/10-Frames:  
Minimum order 
quantity = 150

Box Standard 
Grade Rebated 
8/10-Frames:  
Minimum order quantity 
= 150

Drone Comb Frames:  
Minimum order quantity = 1000

Ventilated 
Suits:

$125.00

Plastic Frame Full Depth:
Minimum order quantity = 1000

$34.50

$2.85

Box Full Depth 8/10-Frames. Finger 

$33.00

We can customise 
your boxes. Your brand, your 

colour, your dimensions!!!

Don’t forget to collect your $5 hive tool at the conference.
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to make the most of the zoom, satellite views and 
navigation capabilities of the online map.  This may 
provide useful indicators of the site’s value before 
visiting the site.

The available sites will be published and available 
to apply for a period of 1 month after which the 
applications will be assessed and permits allocated 
according to the EOI allocation process (visit the 
DPI website via this shortcut: http://bit.ly/ApiaryEOI.)

To receive notifications about new releases and 
updates on the Apiary Sites Programme send an 
email to apiary.sites@dpi.nsw.gov.au requesting to 
be added to our email list. Details of the EOI will be 
linked from the HoneyBee page on the DPI website: 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/
bees 

Forestry regulations updated
Consistent terms and conditions for Apiary permits 
is a key part of the NSW Government’s Apiaries 
on Public Land Policy. To ensure the explicit 
support in regulations for long-term permits with 
annual payments, amendments to the Forestry 
regulations were passed in November 2018. These 
amendments will give greater certainty of long-term 
tenure for permit holders. Similar changes to the 
LLS regulations are in progress and expected to be 
implemented in the next few months.

Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies / Goldfields 
Honey Australia.

We are a family run beekeeping operation located in the Central West of NSW.

Our late father Grant Lockwood started beekeeping in 1975 learning his skill with Orange Bee Farms. 1980 
Grant purchased his first few hives and now Goldfield Australia operates 7000 plus beehives and 2000 queen 
rearing nucs. 

Over the years we have diversified into many aspects of the beekeeping industry.

BEEKEEPING
Goldfield Honey Australia Pty Ltd produces fine quality Australian honey, pollinates commercial orchards and 
crops, produces pure Australian beeswax and honeycomb. Together with its sister companies operates an 
accredited honey bottling plant and runs a tourist and education facility called The Beekeepers Inn.

Goldfield Honey Australia has now diversified into nucleus beehive production and over the last two seasons 
we have produced over 6000 quality 5 frame nucleus beehives. We are producing for both the hobby and 
commercial sectors. This season after much demand we have returned to producing queen bees for sale 
offering a fine quality queens produced by our expert team.

MANUFACTURING
Lockwood Beekeeping Supplies have now been manufacturing quality timber hive ware for about 7 years now.

We are now supplying our hive ware throughout Australia. We can custom make to your requirements upon 
consultation. We are also the Mann Lake dealer for NSW and sole distributor of Mann Lakes Ultra bee feed, 
a pollen substitute that is producing great results. We are always expanding our range of quality beekeeping 
equipment.

We look forward to what the future holds with many more plans and opportunities.

Vicki, Jon and Sam Lockwood 
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BEE BIOSECURITY OFFICER 
REPORT

Rod Bourke - NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries - Biosecurity NSW
Tocal Ag College, Tocal Rd Paterson NSW 2320
Ph: 02 4939 8946  Mob: 0438 677 195 Email: rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Australia’s Honeybee News January - February 2019	 36	

Managing your hives to avoid the spread of 
American foulbrood (and to breed bees)
One of the more enjoyable and profitable jobs for a 
lot of beekeepers is pulling off, extracting and selling 
honey. This job eventually puts some hard earned 
dollars into the bank. Some beekeepers prefer to 
only pull honey and are less inclined to look in the 
brood box. These beekeepers may only look if the 
terribly unimaginable has happened and the hive is 
no longer producing honey! Often by that time the 
hive is severely weakened, has serious disease 
issues or is already dead!

No bees in the brood box equals no honey, as mice don’t work 
a honey flow! Griffith Almonds Aug 2018.

No mice in this hives’ brood box, just copious numbers of newly 
hatched baby bees that will later draw out and fill boxes of 

plastic frames (coated with wax)!

Unfortunately there are a noticeable percentage of 
top-box beekeepers in the industry that somehow 
manage to stay afloat mostly by luck and sheer 
numbers of hives. It would be far better (for 
everybody) to run a sleek and well managed 
operation of high performing and healthy hives. 
Some beekeepers may feel happy with how they 

are going, but could be unaware (or not understand/
care) about the toll that their weak and dead hives 
are dealing out to the hives of others around them. 
Healthy hives are robbing the underperforming 
colonies and often coming down with AFB from the 
bounty of robbed honey taken home!

The occurrence of weak and dead hives in both 
loads of commercial bees and smaller apiaries 
collectively costs the rest of the industry millions of 
dollars yearly. There is a big personal cost to any 
individual cleaning up the AFB that they caught from 
beekeepers who are not on top of their game.

High risk…this hive had AFB and robber bees potentially 
encountered countless millions of AFB spores inside it.

Why do hives get AFB by robbing?
When a hive gets robbed out there is a chance 
that AFB can later be generated in one of the 
robber colonies, even if the robbed out hive was 
not showing AFB symptoms. Honey can contain 
significant numbers of AFB spores without clinical 
signs of the brood disease being present in the 
brood box (if you were looking!). Robbed hives that 
already have AFB also have AFB spores covering 
the internal surfaces of the hive and on their 
resident bees. These spores also get transmitted 
onto robber bees during their time in the hive.

Whenever bees consume honey (as opposed to 
fresh nectar etc.) and are feeding larval bees there 
can be a potential for AFB spores to be fed at a 
dose high enough to start AFB! If that honey came 
from another hive then the risk of encountering AFB 
is always high, as it came from somewhere else.

Prevention
It is therefore extremely important that EVERY 
beekeeper should minimise the risk of robbing by 
regularly inspecting the brood box, assessing health 
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and strength of the colony and then adequately 
managing small or weak colonies. You can consider 
combinations of the following management options;
  - reduce entrance size if the colony cannot defend 
itself, and block up other “holes/gaps” in the hive 
that bees can get into. Also pull off extra boxes to 
keep colony snug
  - add frames of healthy bees/brood (record which 
hive donated them) to build up the population
  - swap the position of a strong healthy hive with 
a weaker (but still healthy) one to boost its colony 
size...following up soon after to inspect both
  - re-queen
  - feed sugar syrup or pollen (reduce hive to brood 
box first)
  - move hive to a new location with better forage 
conditions
  - remove/destroy colony if too diseased (or if any 
level of AFB detected)
  - reduce colony to a nuc, or de-queen and later 
unite it with a strong nuc to become a hive (being 
mindful to not spread disease)

You should always be removing anything from the 
field that is likely to be robbable before the time of 
your next visit. 

A clear sign of robbing. Only strong hives can protect such an 
opening.

Old boxes often get extra entrances…immediately repair or 
replace when this occurs.

The importance of preventing robbing
Preventing robbing is one of the most important 
pathways to reducing the incidence of AFB within 

your own apiary (especially as your own bees rob it 
first) and around the district. In terms of spreading 
AFB robbing sits right behind randomly sharing hive 
equipment between different colonies. The highest 
risk of spreading AFB is in using AFB infected hives 
to propagate more colonies. 

If other nearby hives rob your weak hive then yours 
may “return the favour” and rob them later if they 
get weak, so it becomes an ongoing cycle! To slow 
or stop this cycle you need to keep preventing the 
opportunity for robbing to ever occur. This requires 
brood box inspections and managing weak hives.

Risky behavior 
You would not think that operators would use hives 
already infected with AFB to make up new hives, but 
some beekeepers use antibiotics that temporarily 
mask the symptoms of AFB. As a result, they cannot 
actually tell a clean healthy hive from one that has 
an AFB infection. These beekeepers literally breed 
AFB when they make splits from them. 

Making healthy and productive hives
It is common sense that you should only make up 
new hives from healthy colonies, so to fully enable 
that to occur you should not mask disease by using 
antibiotics. Otherwise you will be making a lot of 
mistakes (unhealthy hives), wasting a lot of time and 
costing yourself a lot of money in dealing with and 
destroying those underperforming/infected hives! 
You don’t intentionally make up splits from hives 
that have EFB, Nosema or more than a minimal 
Chalkbrood issue, so why would it ever be any 
different for hives that have AFB?

Why you should manage colonies to prevent 
robbing.
Robbing conditions are often when the amount of 
floral nectar resource is low (not on a good honey 
flow), so generally bees will put any robbed honey 
straight into the brood nest. This honey will get fed 
directly to larval bees, as opposed to safely putting 
it up top in the honey super as normally happens 
on a honey flow. At times, this robbed honey will get 
capped off (and become old honey) as the brood 
nest is diminishing due to seasonal conditions or 
ability of the hive and queen to maintain brood 
production. So it is possible that honey containing 
AFB spores will be “safely packed away” in parts of 
the brood frame for months or even many years (if 
you don’t regularly pull out older brood frames). At 
some stage down the track that AFB honey could 
get chewed out to help kick-start brood rearing in 
a harsh spring. This could be the time when that 
previously robbed honey and AFB spores get their 
opportunity to ruin your hive.

Effective brood box management
One of the main strategies to minimise the 
opportunity for this old brood honey to potentially 
cause an AFB outbreak is to regularly remove old 
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BEEKEEPER FIELD DAY
“Getting Ready for Winter in the Apiary” 

9.00am Saturday, 16 March 2019, Tamworth Agricultural Institute (DPI)
4 Marsden Park Road, Tamworth NSW 2340

Presented by
TAMWORTH BRANCH, NSW APIARISTS ASSOCIATION INC.

If you have an interest in beekeeping you are very welcome to attend. 
Entry $5 for adults. BBQ Lunch will be available - Gold coin Donation

Program – Subject to Change

Presenters:       Rod Bourke – DPI, Elisabeth Frost  - DPI Casey Cooper, Allan Thomas,
                            Ray Hull, Norm Maher. 

Inside Sessions
9.00 – 9.15        Introduction and Welcome Norm Maher and Ray Hull
9.15 ‐ 9.45         Biosecurity Update and Code of Practice Rod Bourke
9.45 ‐10.15        Pre-Winter Inspection Overview 
                            Evaluate queen / Numerical Strength
                            Disease status
                            Location and site of the Apiary
                            Ventilation / Hive entrance
                            Supplementary Feeding / Stores – pollen and honey
10.15 ‐ 10.45     Pre-Winter Disease check
                            European foulbrood, American foulbrood, sac brood, chalkbrood.
10.45 –11.15     Morning Tea
Outside Session

Bring your own protective gear.   Participants will divide up into two -         
three groups depending on attendance. 

11.15 - 12.30      Inside the Hive    
                             Autumn / Pre-Winter Inspection   Process. 

12.30 ‐ 1.30        LUNCH BBQ - Gold Coin Donation and Raffle Draw 

Inside Sessions
1.30 ‐ 3.00          A look at local flora and its importance to bees.
                             Nectar, pollen, protein levels etc 
3.00 - 3.30          Roundtable discussion and questions with Ray Hull and Norm Maher
                             Coffee and Head Home. 

Enquiries:  Contact Ray Hull on 0407 469 176
To confirm your attendance email Norm Maher, normmaher@hotmail.com

frames from the brood box. You can add clean gear, 
be that new frames and foundation, extracted honey 
frames from the same hives’ top box or good quality 
irradiated frames if it comes from a different hive. 

Getting rid of old frames in spring has many benefits. 

Making your hives stronger
By adding in new frames, you can enable a surge 
in brood laying if conditions support it. Often the 
frame will be well over 90% filled with brood, which 
quickly bolsters a hive. Sometimes old brood frames 
struggle to fill with 20-30% brood as the rest is 
clogged with ancient pollen and honey, so this slows 
down new bee production and hinders that hives 
ability to be productive.

An efficiently used brood frame a few weeks after introduction 
as foundation in spring. 

Not many unused cells in this frame.
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frames from the brood box. You can add clean gear, 
be that new frames and foundation, extracted honey 
frames from the same hives’ top box or good quality 
irradiated frames if it comes from a different hive. 

Getting rid of old frames in spring has many benefits. 

Making your hives stronger
By adding in new frames, you can enable a surge 
in brood laying if conditions support it. Often the 
frame will be well over 90% filled with brood, which 
quickly bolsters a hive. Sometimes old brood frames 
struggle to fill with 20-30% brood as the rest is 
clogged with ancient pollen and honey, so this slows 
down new bee production and hinders that hives 
ability to be productive.

An efficiently used brood frame a few weeks after introduction 
as foundation in spring. 

Not many unused cells in this frame.

Newly drawn cells are attractive to laying queens and produce 
good sized bees.

Breeding bees equals making money.
The most important thing a beekeeper can do is 
breed bees when they need to be bred, as a high 
bee population is often what is needed to get that 
box, boxes (or extra box) of honey that literally 
saves your day. Bees can build up the population 
needed to reach their fullest potential by the 
beekeeper providing additional laying space in the 
brood box in spring or the months prior to a big 
honey flow. This takes time and money, but easily 
pays for itself.

Lots of bees equals lots of honey if they get onto a good flow. 
Pic L Bourke 2019

If you leave lots of old scarred frames in a brood 
nest you get far less brood production, far less 
working bees and far less honey and money. What 
you will get is a lot more lazy drones and a far 
higher chance that the hive will feel full (of old pollen 
and honey in the brood box) and swarm. The other 
outcome is that they will chew out all that old honey 
and possibly uncover a veritable treasure trove of 
ancient AFB spores to feed to their young and highly 
susceptible larva. This outcome is far worse than 
them swarming!

The obvious conclusion.
Therefore you should make it a priority to get right 
into your brood box regularly and inspect it for brood 
health, queen performance and strength. Ensure 
that you are adding new frames and removing old 
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ones at the right time of the season. The old ones 
are either ready to be extracted straight away or 
may need to be moved up to the middle of the 
honey box for a little while. This allows any brood to 
hatch and honey to ripen before being extracted.  As 
these frames often contain a lot of pollen it is best to 
put them right in the strongest part of the honey box 
to minimize chances of Small Hive Beetle blowing 
them.

Doing brood work is just like getting your vehicle 
serviced regularly, as you keep it in good condition 
and allow it to do what it needs to do. 

More bees equals more honey collecting ability. You also need 
more honey boxes per strong hive than for weak ones!

Almond hive management.
If you are sending hives to the Almonds in August 
then it is time to start thinking about getting these 
hives ready. 
  - if you are building nucs or uniting weak nucs to 
form a hive then this should not be left too long, as 
they need to be strong going into autumn-winter. 
Now is a good time to do it and put them on good 
building conditions or use sugar syrup/pollen to 
boost them.
  - weak production hives should be re-queened now 
so that they will have a better bee population going 
in autumn/spring.
  - make a decision now to either chase honey (if 
there is any) or build colony strength for almond 
pollination in August…don’t try to do both if 
conditions don’t support it. If your hives are going to 
almonds then don’t wear them out on honey flows 
with poor pollens! 
  - MOST IMPORTANTLY……don’t leave things too 
late! Do it earlier to ensure best hive outcomes for 
winter and spring.
  - A strong autumn hive will do far better in spring 
and will benefit from doing the almond pollination, 
whilst a weak hive will suffer and be unproductive 
on the spring honey flows…the weak ones are 
unprofitable, so start working on boosting them now.

BOLT course & change of details
For NSW registered commercial beekeepers 
(registered with 50 hives or more) who would like 
to do the Biosecurity for Beekeepers BOLT online 

course but have not yet received a code from me 
(to do it at no cost) please send me an e-mail to 
rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au listing your brand, 
individual or company name and I will get this out to 
you.

For all beekeepers use the following link to access 
the course. https://honeybee.canopihr.com.au

Barrier Systems & AFB management 
Any NSW registered commercial beekeepers who 
would like assistance in setting up a barrier system 
within their operation or whom have AFB issues that 
they would like help in minimizing it please contact 
me at rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au or call 0438 677 
195. Don’t feel embarrassed or ashamed about 
contacting me…I will not judge you on the past and 
am here to help you with your beekeeping future. I 
look forward hearing from you.

It does what is says- Builds BEE$ 
a Complete Pollen Replacement based on 

Scientific Honeybee Industry Research 
(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees- RIRDC Pub No. 05/054) 

Visit:  www.beebuild.com.au for full story 
and how to feed. Available in 10 kg, 20kg 

(post or coach) and 25kg bulk buying 

Bee Build Protein Sausage: 500gm and 1kg 
(Also available at good Beekeeping Suppliers) 

Bee Boost: 500gm- a probiotic for bees 

Enquiries & Sales Contact: Laurie Dewar 
Ph: 0427 725 802 

Email: beebuild@optusnet.com.au 

Produced from tested Hygienic 
(Cleaning Gene) Stock for Rapid 

Response Behaviour 

Ex National Breeding Program. All profits 
invested in ongoing research 

Visit:  www.dewarcorp.com.au 

Open Mated Lines tested by: Lindsay 
Bourke (Tas.) and Mal Alroy (Qld) for 
geographical variation; also tested in 

the UAE against varroa 

Enquiries & Sales Contact: Laurie 
Dewar Ph: 0427 725 802 

Email: dewarqueens@optusnet.com.au 

RL Dewar T/A

Bee Build 
Inseminated 

Breeder Queens 
(DGQ’s- Dewar Gerdts) 

Welcome to
New Members

Kevin Tracy - Largs NSW
Nicole Staggard -  Mullumbimby 

NSW

NSWAA Professional 
Development Session
Presenter is:  Jillian Hamilton 
owner of Manage Damage    
(managedamage.com)

Subject:  The responsibilities 
including legal responsibilities of a 
Director.  This information applies 
to Directors of Companies, Family 

Trusts and all directorships.
Date: 	 15 May 2019
Time:	 1pm – 3pm
Venue:	 Bathurst Panthers Club

Cost:	$50.00 per person on conference 
registration form
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BEE ENGINEERING
MANUFACTURERS OF

WE SPECIALISE IN THE MANUFACTURE 
OF 

STAINLESS STEEL 

UNCAPPERS AND DEBOXERS
6 MODELS OF UNCAPPERS 

TO SUIT EVERY APPLICATION
DEBOXERS

TO SUIT ALL BOX AND FRAME SIZES

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box 126 Parkwood
Western Australia 6147 

Manufacturers of 
Wire Queen Excluders

Tobin Escape Board Corners
Gal Lid Covers

Metal Vents
Tobin Hive Tools
Gal Cut to Size

David and Tracey Parker
Fitzgeralds Mt Blayney 2799

Ph: 02 6368 5889
Fax: 02 6368 5989

Email: cotbrook7@bigpond.com

This business was previously 
owned by EC Tobin and Son

COTTESBROOK HONEY

It does what is says- Builds BEE$ 
a Complete Pollen Replacement based on 
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(Fat Bees, Skinny Bees- RIRDC Pub No. 05/054) 
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They know me.  
They know my farm.  

That’s why I’m  
insured with WFI.

At WFI, we take the time to thoroughly understand your 
business and how it operates. Because when we get to  
know a business, we can protect everything that matters.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au

To see if our products are right for you, always read the PDS from 
the product issuer, Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722 
AFSL 227681 trading as WFI (WFI).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bees
For Sale

Central West
100 + 10 Frame x 2
Price Negotiable

Phone
0427 658 506

POLLEN
100% PURE 

NATURAL POLLEN
Just as the bees collect it 

for themselves!
We have irradiated pollen 

as per AQIS standard
Just the right thing to 
get a broodnest started 

for almond pollination

Pollen available in 5kgs bags

Contact: Browns Bees Australia
Terry Brown  Ph: 02 6886 1448
Email: brownsbees@gmail.com

1 x 5 kg bag  			   $16/kg
4 x 5kg bags	 1 Box		 $14/kg
20 x 5kg bags	 5 Boxes	 $13/kg

Plus freight

For Sale
Douglas Loader

$7,500
Phone 

0428 434 081 or 0401 675 718
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CATCH THE BUZZ 
Make Sure the Workers are 

Fed, and They’ll Take Care of 
the Queen.

Researchers at the Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology 
at the University of Illinois used specially developed 3D-printed 
plastic honey combs that mimic the hive environment, in order 
to monitor queen egg-laying behaviors. 
Credit: Bee Research Facility, University of Illinois

More than a decade after the identification of 
colony collapse disorder, a phenomenon marked by 
widespread loss of honey bee colonies, scientists 
are still working to untangle the ecologically complex 
problem of how to mitigate ongoing losses of honey 
bees and other pollinating species. One much-
needed aid in this effort is more efficient ways to 
track specific impacts on bee health. To address this 
need, a group of Illinois researchers has established 
a laboratory-based method for tracking the fertility of 
honey bee queens.

Co-first authors Julia Fine and Hagai Shpigler, 
both postdoctoral researchers at the University of 
Illinois, worked with others in the laboratory of Carl 
R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology Director and 
Swanlund Professor of Entomology Gene Robinson 
to establish a laboratory set-up that would mimic 
the key aspects of the hive environment and allow 
detection of egg-laying by honey bee queens living 
with small groups of worker bees. The resulting 
system, described in PLOS ONE, allowed them to 
explore the relationship between worker nutrition 
and queen fertility.

“The idea that honey bee nutrition influences 
colony level metrics of reproduction has been 
demonstrated before, but here, we examined an 
old story using new tools,” Fine said. “We were able 
to get a clearer picture of how nutrition can affect 
the relationship between honey bee workers and 
queens and how this can impact the queen’s egg 
production.”

Populations of many pollinator species have been 
declining in the US and worldwide. Studies of 
factors influencing wild and managed honey bee 
hives have identified four main factors influencing 
health: parasites, pathogens, pesticides, and poor 
nutrition. These factors can influence one another.

For example, parasites may spread pathogens, 
much as fleas do on people, while poor nutrition 
might increase the likelihood of foraging on 
contaminated food sources.
 

Egg production is a vital aspect of honey bee 
colony function. Queens lay eggs that hatch into 
the thousands of worker bees that keep the colony 
running, as well as males and young queens to 
allow the colony to propagate. But in the dark, 
bustling interior of a standard hive, it is challenging 
to monitor egg laying or to evaluate the impacts of 
environmental factors.

“Egg laying occurs in the darkness of a hive 
occupied by thousands of workers and is therefore 
hard to track,” Shpigler said. “Queen egg laying 
was never studied outside of the colony; the 
biggest challenge was to give the queens the right 
conditions for continuous egg laying outside of 
natural conditions.”

To move queen productivity successfully into the 
lab, the researchers focused on the essentials 
of their natural environment. They developed a 
3-D-printed plastic honey comb that they refined to 
mimic what a queen would experience in the hive, 
which ensured that the cage environment could be 
carefully controlled and kept pesticide free. 

They also provided each queen with a small group 
of worker bees to feed and support the queen; 
this element became the inspiration for their first 
experiments with the new system.

“Honey bee queens only ingest food in the form 
of glandular secretions provided to them by their 
worker caretakers, and queens are not known to lay 
eggs without the support of their worker bees,” Fine 
said. “The more we worked in this system, the more 
it became apparent that the easiest way to influence 
the queen was to first influence the worker bees 
that care for her. Once we identified this strategy, 
designing effective experiments became easier.”
 

Fine, Shpigler, and their coauthors provided each 
group of caged bees with honey, water, and sucrose 
solution, but varied the source of fat and protein: 
some bees were fed with a paste of honey and 
either a low or a high amount of floral pollen, while 
others were fed with bee bread, a mixture of pollen, 
honey, and secretions produced by worker honey 
bees that preserve and ferment the pollen.

The researchers monitored how queen egg laying 
behavior was influenced by the type of diet fed to 
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the workers caring for her.

They found that when a group of workers was 
fed pollen paste, the queen they attended was 
likely to increase her egg laying more slowly in the 
laboratory environment than a queen attended by 
bee bread-fed workers. This difference was most 
noticeable when the lower-percentage pollen paste 
was used, but persisted even in bees fed the richer 
pollen paste.

The results affirmed the importance of nutrition 
to queen productivity, as well as demonstrating 
the potential utility of the laboratory set-up for 
investigating other factors affecting queen behavior 
and health.

“The effect of the nutrition . . . was our first 
successful use of the system, giving us hope for 
more success in the future,” Shpigler said. “The 
results show very nicely how the honey bee colony 
functions as one body, with shared digestive and 
reproductive systems. The workers are the ones 

that eat the food and the effect is on the queen egg 
laying—the superorganism in action!”
“It’s been exciting to see the kind of quantitative 
data that we can generate with this system using 
fewer resources relative to studies that use full 
size honey bee colonies,” Fine said. “Eventually, 
we hope that this system can be adapted as a 
risk assessment tool to identify other factors that 
positively and negatively influence honey bee 
reproduction . . . there is an immediate need for a 
laboratory system that can be used to quantitatively 
assess risks to honey bee queen health and 
reproduction.”

More information: Julia D. Fine et al, Quantifying 
the effects of pollen nutrition on honey bee queen 
egg laying with a new laboratory system, PLOS 
ONE (2018). DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0203444
Journal reference: PLoS ONE
Provided by: University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
Read more at: https://phys.org/news/2018-12-
laboratory-probe-secret-queen-bees.html#jCp

"Dear apiarists, 

I am pleased to announce that the January EOI sites have now been published on the DPI website and 
is live to apply for until the 27th of February.

To view the sites on a map and apply visit this page on the DPI website: https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
animals-and-livestock/bees/beekeeping-on-public-land/expressions-of-interest-process-for-apiary-
sites-on-public-land/eoi-pilot-map-and-application-form  
You will see a link there to our "Map Tips" page to help you make the most of the online map.

To understand more about the EOI process visit this page: https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-
livestock/bees/beekeeping-on-public-land/expressions-of-interest-process-for-apiary-sites-on-public-
land

Please don't hesitate to drop me an email if you have any questions about the map, forms or process.

Best regards,
Nick

	 	 	 Nick Geoghegan | Program Coordinator, Apiary Sites
	 	 	 Intensive Livestock
	 	 	 NSW Department of Primary Industries | Agriculture
	 	 	 Locked Bag 21 | 161 Kite St | Orange NSW 2800 
			   T:  +61 2 6391 3669
			   M: +61 0407 849 516
	 	 	 E:   nick.geoghegan@dpi.nsw.gov.au  
			   W:  www.dpi.nsw.gov.au  “
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that eat the food and the effect is on the queen egg 
laying—the superorganism in action!”
“It’s been exciting to see the kind of quantitative 
data that we can generate with this system using 
fewer resources relative to studies that use full 
size honey bee colonies,” Fine said. “Eventually, 
we hope that this system can be adapted as a 
risk assessment tool to identify other factors that 
positively and negatively influence honey bee 
reproduction . . . there is an immediate need for a 
laboratory system that can be used to quantitatively 
assess risks to honey bee queen health and 
reproduction.”

More information: Julia D. Fine et al, Quantifying 
the effects of pollen nutrition on honey bee queen 
egg laying with a new laboratory system, PLOS 
ONE (2018). DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0203444
Journal reference: PLoS ONE
Provided by: University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
Read more at: https://phys.org/news/2018-12-
laboratory-probe-secret-queen-bees.html#jCp
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  Aussie honey is unbeatable.
  Based in Melbourne, the Berringa team is always on hand to answer  
  your queries.

 We’re transparent  
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  We pay our beekeepers based on independent laboratory results. Our  
  quality standards include ACO, Codex, BSafe and TGA.

 We care about our beekeepers
  Drum and IBC supply is free for our regular Manuka suppliers.
  Our dedicated procurement managers and friendly customer service team  
	 	 are	on	hand	to	offer	beekeeper	support.

Be part of a company that drives Australian honey in the international  
and domestic markets. Talk to our friendly procurement and supply team today.
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AUSTRALIAN  HONEY  BEE  INDUSTRY  
COUNCIL  INC  (AHBIC) 

UPDATE
Full newsletter available from http://honeybee.org.au

NOTE FROM CEO, SARAH PARADICE 
I commenced as CEO of AHBIC on 2nd January 
and would like to say at the outset that I couldn’t 
have asked for a more thorough handover from 
industry stalwart Trevor Weatherhead and his 
trusty offsider Marion Weatherhead. It has been 
brilliant, thank you Trevor and Marion. That’s not to 
say it may take me a while to get up to speed with 
all the issues and learn all the honeybee industry 
acronyms! I’m mindful I have very big shoes to fill 
with Trevor’s retirement and I’m hoping I can keep 
him in the fray, his knowledge of the industry is 
enormous. I’d also like to thank AHBIC Chair Peter 
McDonald and the Executive for their support while 
I’ve settled in, its greatly appreciated. Thanks to all 
stakeholders, members and beekeepers who have 
sent messages of welcome too; I’m feeling very 
lucky to be so warmly welcomed into the industry. 
I have spent the last four years working in forestry 
for the Institute of Foresters of Australia and 
Australian Forest Growers and am excited to be 
joining the honey bee industry. I’m hoping that some 
of my contacts within forestry may help us improve 
access to floral resources, amongst other things. 
I live on a small farm about 35km from Canberra 
where I run beef cattle with my husband Jim who 
works in Canberra for the Department of Agriculture. 
I’ve set up a home office so AHBIC has new contact 
details as outlined on the first page of this news 
bulletin; please update your records if you haven’t 
already done so. 
Please feel free to call me or email anytime to 
introduce yourself; thanks to those who have 
already done so. I’ll also try to contact you as well. 
I very much look forward to working with you all in 
2019 and beyond

IAN ZADOW AWARD 
Congratulations to Ian Zadow who, in the Syngenta 
Australia 2018 Growth Award winners, was a 
Regional Winner in the Community and People 
section. 

BROWN MARMORATED STINK BUG 
This pest is one that beekeepers have probably 
not heard much about. However if you look at what 
crops it could affected then you see that, if it did 
become established in Australia, there will be a lot 
of spraying necessary and hence a threat to our 
honey bees. 
More details can be found at https://portal.
biosecurityportal.org.au/Pages/BMSB-Landing.aspx

CERTIFICATE III IN BEEKEEPING 
The revised Certificate III in Beekeeping has now 
been approved as from the 19 December, 2018. 
Details can be found at https://training.gov.au/
Training/Details/AHC31818# 

EXERCISE BEE PREPARED 
December 19, 2018 
Australian governments and the beekeeping 
industry participated in Exercise Bee Prepared this 
year to improve their readiness to respond to a 
detection of varroa mite (Varroa destructor). 
For the exercise, Plant Health Australia facilitated a 
series of activities and discussion workshops to test 
the response to a detection of this serious pest of 
honey bees. 
The enthusiasm of the 275 participants helped 
make the exercise a success. 
Between March and October 2018, the Australian 
Government and each state and territory 
government hosted an Exercise Bee Prepared 
activity to test varroa response arrangements and 
availability of resources. 
Participants worked together on a fictional scenario 
to develop a response strategy to eradicate varroa 
mite from a peri-urban environment. 
Several aspects in the response were identified that 
consistently posed challenges to the groups. 
The Chief Plant Health Managers and Australian 
Honey Bee Industry Council representatives 
assessed these elements at a national workshop to 
decide on an appropriate response. 
A consolidated report on the outcomes of Exercise 
Bee Prepared is expected to be released in early 
2019.

AUSSIE FARMS REPOSITORY MAP 
As you may be aware, a new website was launched 
in January this year called Aussie Farms Repository. 
The website includes an interactive map of 
‘factory farms, slaughterhouses and other animal 
exploitation facilities across Australia’ and includes 
beekeeping operations. There has been widespread 
outrage from the agricultural industry and the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council joins other 
agricultural industries in voicing serious concern 
about the website. 
The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) 
strongly urges its members to follow National 
Farmers Federation guidelines.
More information can be found on AHBIC website
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