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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Season
Conditions are getting drier again with most of the 
Southern and Western halves of the State remaining 
or reverting to drought conditions (67% of the State is 
drought declared). The North is only just hanging on and 
pastoral conditions will be only 3-4 weeks from having 
to reduce stock or resort to hand feeding. Honeybee 
conditions are becoming very limited with all Canola 
now finished due to hot dry winds. Paterson’s Curse is 
holding on in some areas in the South. Very few inland 
prospects for a very long period of time (perhaps 12 
months) except for Red Stringybark in the South.

Most Central and Northern beekeepers will be 
considering the Eastern fall country which contains the 
most likely prospects with Grey Ironbark, Mahogany 
and Brush Box for the next 3 months. Small Hive Beetle 
is a concern to many beekeepers in these Coastal regions 
and may even prevent some beekeepers from utilizing 
the resource.

Crop
Some production from Canola has been taken, however, 
honey stocks held by beekeepers would be very low to 
non-existent with future production very limited.

Prices have firmed over recent weeks with prices offered 
of $3.40-$3.85.  World honey stocks are reported to be 
very low.  Drought and changing land use in Argentina 
has drastically cut production there.  Europe, North 
America and Canada have had production difficulties 
due to hive losses during Winter-Spring.

AI Course
New South Wales is running a 2 stage course on AI 
of Honeybees from 8-16 December 2009.  This is 
coming together well, with a lot of interest from all over  
Australia and New Zealand.   

Sue Cobey is to be the Instructor.  Sue is a world 
renowned bee breeder and geneticist. She has taught 
researchers and beekeepers from Mexico, Canada, Costa 
Rica, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, France, Chile, Argentina, 
Brazil, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, Indonesia, Saudi 
Arabia, China, India, United Kingdom, England, New 
Zealand. Korea, Israel, Egypt, Kuwait, and Nigeria. 

The first stage is to be an introductory course from 
8-11 December with a seminar on Saturday 12, then an 
advanced course 14-16 December.

The seminar is to be held at University of Western 
Sydney Hawkesbury Campus. This is open to anyone 
who is interested in more advanced breeding and 
genetics of the honeybee.  There will be a small charge 
to cover costs for this seminar.

Book
An very interesting book was published last year entitled 
“A World Without Bees”.  The book overviews the 
decline in Honeybees throughout the World during the 
past few years, and highlights the effects on the World’s 
food production for the future.  This is a book that can 
make the general population aware of the importance 
of our Honeybees and makes the point that resources 
Honeybees need to recuperate, both before and after 
pollination as well as honey (nectar) and pollen resources 
must remain accessible to beekeepers hives.

River Red Gum Forests – Riverina
The assessment report on the River Red Gum Forests of 
the Riverina has been released and requires stakeholders 
to respond with comment by the end of the October. 

This report is a 245 page document and Apiary is briefly 
mentioned on page 110, it is available on the web at: 
www.nrc.nsw.gov.au 
 
The Executive is preparing a response to the assessment 
to ensure that access is continued for the beekeeping 
Industry.

State Executive
The executive met on the 24 September at Orange DPI 
building.  Arrangements for Sydney Show were worked 
out and a preliminary 2010 Conference agenda and 
speakers were proposed. 

Bruce Christie – Chief Vet NSW attended our Executive 
meeting and indicated his office and DPI (Tim Burfitt 
etc) would work together to assist Industry to work 
through and implement an improved AFB reduction 
program.

Vale
I would like on behalf of the Executive and myself to 
extend our sympathies to the family of  Mr Mervyn 
Seagrave who passed away 8 October.  Mervyn was the 
father of  previous Executive member Robert Seagrave 
and will be sadly missed.  

Bill Weiss
State President

*****
HONEYBEE BLUES

This screening date of this documentary has 
been changed and it will now be shown on 
SBS on Tuesday, 1 December at 7.30pm.
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Đ    Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
Đ           Đ Đ  65 Forde St
Đ  Đ      Allora   Q   4362

    Đ       Ph/Fax  07 46 663 
636

      Đ         Mobile  0407 762 
847

Contact Neil, 
Sharon or 

          Cameron 
Masters 

Đ          for all your DALRYMPLE 
 VIEW

Manufacturers of all quality 
hoop pine woodware, 
welded - wire excluders, 
and stockists of most other 
beekeeping supplies 
including Tobins 
Foundation.

Contact Neil, Sharon 
or Cameron 

Masters 
for all your 

apiary supplies
apiary supplies

Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
65 Forde St

Allora Q 4362
Ph/Fax  07 46 663 635
Mobile  0407 762 847

Email nma66500@bigpond.net.au

NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to the following new members:

John Donnelly    Woolbrook
Terry Hampson    Burleigh Waters  QLD
Mike Loncar   Collaroy
Dougal Munro   Orange
Walter & Wesley Robinson Ulladulla
Shawn Sykes   Dubbo
Ross Webb   Maclean

IN MEMORIAM
We were saddended to hear of the death of Lynn Sawyer.  
Lynn was a member of  both the Sydney and Central 
Tablelands Branch and a keen worker at the Sydney Show 
for many years.  Our sincere sympathies are extended to 
his family.

We were also saddened to hear of the recent death of 
Graham Kleinschmidt.  Graham was a former HBRDC 
Chairman.  Our sincere sympathies to his family.

NEW HEALTH 
CERTIFICATES

The Northern Territory has two new Apiary Health 
Certificate to be used for importation into the NT.  
   
One certificate is for queen bees, escorts, 
queen cells & package bees, the other  for 
apiary products and used appliances.      

These certificates will be the only ones accepted for the 
Northern Territory. 

If your require any further information or a copy of the 
Health Certificate Forms please contact:

Mick Rankmore
Regulatory Specialist
Apiaries Fisheries & Compliance 
Industry & Investment NSW 
Ph:  02 6741 8374  Fax: 02 6742 4018  
Email: michael.rankmore@industry.nsw.gov.au EVALUATION 

DATA  - AI QUEENS
The Australian Queen Bee Breeding Group had an 

article in most Australian beekeeping journals re the 
availability of AI breeder queens.  

The evaluation data can now be seen on the AHBIC 
website:  www.honeybee.org.au

If you have any questions contact: 
Secretary -  Trevor Weatherhead

Phone 07 5467 2135   
Email: queenbee50@bigpond.com

HONEY BEE BREEDING 
& GENETICS SEMINAR
When:   Saturday the 12 December 2009
Where:   The University of Western Sydney   
  (Hawkesbury)

The launch of the Wheen  Foundation trust fund will be 
accompanied by a series of scientific talks on honey bee 
breeding and genetics on Saturday 12 December at the 
University of Western Sydney (Hawkesbury), Richmond. 
Starting time 9:30am - lunch provided.  It is necessary to 
register and a $30 fee will be payable on the day.  If you 
wish to attend please register by the end of November by 
emailing or leaving a message with either Julie Lockhart, 
Secretary of the NSW Apiarists’ Association, phone: 
02 9631 3934, email nswaa@bigpond.net.au, or Doug 
Somerville email: doug.somerville@dpi.nsw.gov.au.

Speakers for the day already include Sue Cobey from the 
USA who will be conducting an introductory Instrumental 
Insemination course the week before the seminar and an 
advanced course the week following the seminar. Sue 
will speak on ‘Bee Breeding programs in the USA’.  Dr 
Ben Oldroyd from Sydney University will speak on ‘The 
difficulties of bee breeding’; Dr Peter Oxley from Sydney 
University will speak on the ‘Identification of genes 
related to hygienic behaviour in honey bees.’

Dr Rob Manning from Western Australia has agreed to 
attend and talk on hygienic behaviour within the Western 
Australian Bee Breeding program. Dr Charles Claudianos 
from the Queensland Brain Institute, University of 
Queensland has indicated he will attend. The title of his 
talk is yet to be determined. 

There are a number of other scientists that have indicated 
their interest in attending and providing talks on the day. 
The titles are yet to be confirmed. 

If you are interested in honey bee breeding I suggest that 
you put this date on your calendar and plan on attending. 
Sponsors for the day include, the Wheen Foundation, 
NSW Apiarists’ Association, NSW DPI,  University of 
Western Sydney (Hawkesbury) and RIRDC.
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HORNSBY BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES

63a Hunter Lane HORNSBY  NSW  2077

Ph: (02) 9477 5569
Fax: (02) 9477 7494

For all your beekeeping needs 
Products include:

Alliance Frames & Boxes
Top Quality - Best Prices

Sherriff Protective Clothing - Jenter Queens
Rearing Kits - Extractors - Hive Barrows 
Smokers - Section Frames & Accessories 

Wire & Plastic Queen Excluders 
Foundation Wax - Books etc.

Open: 9am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 4 pm Saturday

Mastercard -Visa

HORNSBY BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
(A division of Baldwin Trading Pty Ltd)

Established in 1984

THIS WELL ESTABLISHED BUSINESS IS FOR SALE AS A 
GOING CONCERN WITH POTENTIAL TO EXPAND

STOCK WILL BE SOLD AT COST WITH THE BUSINESS
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE PHONE:

 TED WAILES ON 02 9477 5569

FOR SALE

Interested in having some of your 
eggs (honey!) in another basket? 

Talk to us to find out for yourself if 
Beechworth Honey can offer benefits 

that could be positive for your operation.

“We don’t aim to be the biggest, 
just the best to do business with!”

Steven & Jodie Goldsworthy 
Ph: 02 6033 2322

Steven  - Mobile 0419 559 242

Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd
38 – 40 Hammersley Rd

(PO Box 450)
Corowa NSW 2646

www.beechworthhoney.com.au
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APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

T A  & F H  Bradford
PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc
Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231

AMERICAN 
FOULBROOD (AFB)
The NSW State Executive has been looking at ways that 
AFB can be better managed and has proposed that more 
industry involvement is necessary.  
The Executive is in the process of gathering information 
from the New Zealand and South Australia programmes.
The New Zealand programme has a coordinator within DPI 
dedicated to AFB.  Industry assists the coordinator with 
inspections and clean up of infected material.  Beekeepers 
become certified to identify AFB and other pests and 
diseases and provide an annual certificate of inspection for 
theirs and at times other hives.  If a certificate of inspection 
is not provided each year, then those hives must be inspected 
by a certified inspector at the owner’s expense.  

This programme has gained majority support from the 
mainstream beekeepers of New Zealand and is showing to 
have reduced the incidence of AFB in New Zealand.

The South Australian programme involves a dedicated 
AFB inspector within DPI.  At this point in time his job is 
part time and funded by a disease levy on hives.  Again this 
programme is showing to be effective by figures released 
recently where 4,000 hives were inspected and 1500 hives 
destroyed.

It is the effective identification and conscientious clean 
up of infected and suspect material that will reduce AFB 
incidence.

As everyone in the industry is aware, every few years there 
is a large outbreak of AFB, sometimes from a neglected 
apiary, where the owner is getting too old or has taken 
another job and just left the bees to their own devices.

Other times we have observed where beekeepers have 
been using OTC regularly and inadvertently covered up an 
AFB infection until somewhere down the track it breaks 
out, usually with large numbers of hives involved.

The purpose of this discussion really is:  Does Industry 
want to do anything both collectively and individually 
about AFB or does it want to carry on as we are and 
gradually slide into a clandestine OTC feeding regime 
to maximise production?

What must be kept in mind is, if Industry does not want 
to address AFB in a different way and try something 
else, then OTC residue honey will become the norm, and 
processors will have less residue free honey with which to 
blend out OTC to the levels required for markets, which 
require freedom or very low levels of OTC residue.

At our next New South Wales Conference it is proposed 
that this will be an agenda item and between now and then 
I hope to promote thought and discussion on this subject. 
The outcome from this will determine a large part of the 
future of Australian beekeeping.

Bill Weiss
NSWAA State President

APIS CERANA UPDATE
3 October 2009 
On Tuesday 22 September, a nest was located in an attic 
in a Cairns city hotel in the centre of Cairns.  This is IP46.  
This was the nest that was being searched for after the 
detection of the swarm, IP45, in Cairns city.

On Friday 25 September, a small swarm was found at White 
Rock.  This is just south of Cairns and has had finds before.  
This is IP47.  It was estimated at less than 100 bees.

On Monday 28 September, a swarm, which had been 
destroyed, was reported from Yarrabah.  This is IP48.  It 
was very small.  This is ENE from the main Cairns area but 
still within the RA.  The aboriginal ranger reported it and 
the area leading into Yarrabah has been searched with no 
foraging bees found.

With these small swarms, I am wondering if we are starting 
to see the effects of severe inbreeding?

No cerana have been found in Mareeba since the initial 
nest and swarm.

A new Community Engagement officer has started working 
with the Asian bees.  It is crucial that we maintain the 
excellent support that has been received to date from the 
public.

There was a meeting with beekeepers on Thursday night, 
1 October, in Mareeba to discuss the new RA and it 
implications for the beekeepers.  The new RA can be seen at: 
http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/documents/AnimalIndustries_
OtherAnimals/AHB-Restricted-Area-Map.pdf
 
Sugar feeding stations have not seen any cerana at them.

Bee eater pellets continue to be collected but are dropping 
off in numbers. There was a positive cerana find in pellets 
collected form McLeod Street in Cairns on 11 September.  
This would co-incide with IP46 which is well within flying 
range.    This positive find reassures us that the method 
of checking the pellets is working and the positive is well 
within expectations so is not of concern.

STOP PRESS - 18 October 2009
Late on Thursday a small swarm was found on a wooden 
pallet in the port area of Cairns.  This is IP49.  The swarm 
was small, about the size of a fist.  No more sightings of 
ceana at any location.
Trevor Weatherhead
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Superbee Honey Factory
Phone: 02 6851 1155      Fax: 02 6851 1177      ABN: 37 113 160 517 

Cnr Newell Highway and Landrace St, FORBES NSW 2871 

With another huge year of growth behind us, Superbee Honey Factory is once again 
seeking new suppliers to support our ever increasing demand for pure Australian honey!

Some of the benefits of dealing with Superbee are: 

a. Payment in 14 days or less from delivery date. 

b. We accept all honey varieties, not just the premium lines. 

c. We are happy to take supply in drums, but pay an additional premium of $0.10 / Kg 
if you supply honey in IBC’s.

d. We don’t insist on receiving 100% of your production (although we are very happy 
to take it!). So if you are dealing with another packer, you don’t have to break your 
relationship with them to give us a try.   

e. We will buy whenever you want to sell, even in peak production periods.

f. You can always contact our managers and decision makers directly if you have any 
questions.

Also, we hold stock of empty, reconditioned, food grade IBC’s for sale to our suppliers at 
a price of $250 + GST each. These IBC’s are in as-new condition and have been cleaned 
and pressure tested by a certified company. We can deduct the price directly from your 
honey delivery, so you can take some home with you when you drop off your honey.

To request a quote, or book in a delivery, please feel free to call or email anytime.  

Chris Kath - General Manager          Mob: 0421 620 419    or    chris@superbee.com.au 
Russell Pout – Production Manager Mob: 0411 425 182  or  russell@superbee.com.au 
Standard open hours for honey deliveries: 7:00 am – 3:00pm Mon- Thurs,   8:00 am – 2:00 pm Fri. Closed weekends and 
public holidays. Prior delivery notice is appreciated. Alternative delivery times can be arranged by prior agreement.  
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Murray Charlton could claim a succession of “firsts” in 
Australian beekeeping. He and Alf Eastley of Goulburn 
imported the first boom loaders into Australia in 1956; 
he imported the first Cook and Beals Centrifuge into 
Australia sometime in the early 60s; he adopted the use 
of open topped 44 gallon drums for packing honey; he 
pioneered moving hives with open entrances.

Charlton was always willing to share his knowledge, and 
he did this without preaching to his fellow beekeepers.  
A report of a Field Day at Tamworth Showground on 27 
September, 1957, said, in part:

…the principle attraction was a 
demonstration by Mr Murray Charlton 
of the electrically controlled  Boom 
Type Hive Loader, which he imported 
from America following his tour of the 
United States last year.
…After lunch the demonstration of the 
Hive Loader aroused much interest. Mr 
Charlton also showed around his hive 
branding tool, which fits on the end of a 
blow lamp, an American hive tool, and 
a queen bank for holding a number of 
caged queens.
…To wind up a very successful field day 
Mr Charlton gave an address on his 
visit to the United States. 

Still the innovator, in 1964 Charlton and Californian, Art 
Harrison were promoting the Fox-Harrison uncapping 
machine at the Tamworth Branch of the CAA, with a 
demonstration at McNall Brothers.  (From the mid-60s 
many of the larger beekeepers were using one or other of 
the uncappers then available, but it was not until the end 
of the decade that sales of uncappers rose sharply.)

A loyal supporter of the Association, Charlton was 
President of the CAA in 1960.  With Guy Pulling he 
helped establish a short-lived Bee Research Association 
and was one of a handful of influential queen breeders 
who, with John Rhodes of the QDPI, established the 
Australian Queen Bee Breeders Association in 1985.  
Charlton was the inaugural Secretary/Treasurer.

The first Australian Bee Congress held under the 
auspices of Apimondia was at Broadbeach, Queensland 
in October 1972. Charlton was one of five Australians to 
receive the International Apimondia Award.   

In 1993 Charlton and Bob McDonald of Victoria each 
received the Goodacre Award, Australian beekeeping’s 
most prestigious honour.

Charlton joined Capilano in the late 60s when the 
company expanded its supplier/shareholder base by 
creating Capilano Apiaries (NSW) P/L. He went on to 
become a respected Director of the Capilano Board.

After giving up commercial honey production at 
his central western headquarters at Orange Charlton 
moved to Terranora on the far north coast of NSW and 
established a highly regarded queen rearing enterprise. 
I particularly remember him supplying queen cells to 
beekeepers in Tamworth by packing the ripe cells in 
sawdust in polystyrene six-pack containers, which were 
then delivered by motor coach.  

He finally retired from beekeeping altogether and moved 
up the coast a little way to Tweed Heads.

Murray Charlton was born in Sydney in the same year 
that his father, the Rev Leopold Charlton, was appointed 
Rector of St Martins, Killara. Charlton left the same 
home 22 years later to go to war.  He was a crew captain 
in the RAF, flying long range anti-submarine patrols over 
the Atlantic, first in Hudsons and later in B24 Liberators.  
He was awarded the DFC and steadily rose through the 
ranks.  On his return to Australia at war’s end he was 
based at the Richmond RAAF base from where he found 
time to visit Hawkesbury College, just across the road 
from the base. Neville Cutts well remembers Squadron 
Leader Charlton calling from time to time to discuss 
beekeeping with the then College Apiarist, Graham 
“Bumble” Smith.

There is much more that could be written about Murray 
and I hope that someone will fill the many gaps in my 
account of his career.   

Murray is survived by his wife Lenore and their family.

Fred Benecke

IN MEMORIAM
Murray Charlton DFC  

1918-2009
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DOUG’S COLUMN
Doug Somerville
Technical Specialist, Honeybees - NSW Department of Primary Industries - Goulburn
doug.somerville@industry.nsw.gov.au

DPI STAFF BEE TRAINING ACTIVITY
Wednesday, 2 September 2009

Many staff within the DPI (now the Department of Industry and Investment) in recent years have had to deal with issues 
involving honey bees with a limited understanding on the subject.  As there are only two honey bee technical staff within 
the advisory area of the DPI (Nick and myself) it was thought that a training day for interested persons could be an avenue 
of lifting the knowledge of DPI staff on the honey bee industry.  In the past I have been asked by staff in federal departments 
in Canberra for a basic training exercise to bring them up to speed with what the industry and the animal (the honey bee) 
is all about. This should assist everyone involved in making every ones job easier in the future regarding communication, 
language and terminology issues. Therefore Tim, Nick and myself conducted a training day (awareness activity) for those 
with no experience with honey bees or the beekeeping industry within the NSW DPI who were likely to be dealing with 
honey bee issues in the foreseeable future.

To this aim we asked for the assistance of Vicki Lockwood, from Goldfields Honey.  Nick arranged a mini bus for all 
participants and Tim coordinated all the participants in Orange. The activity included:
•	 Driving to a travelling stock reserve near Cudal, visiting an apiary belonging to the Lockwoods on canola where the 

participants were supplied with protective clothing and shown the inside of a bee hive.  This was followed by significant 
discussion on the behaviour of honey bees, how beekeepers manage bee hives, where the bees have been moved over 
the last 12 months, pesticide issues on canola, pest and disease issues and much more.

•	 Returning to Orange we visited another apiary which was in the process of being unloaded, again on a travelling stock 
reserve.  In this case the bee hives had just arrived from Robinvale in Victoria where they were pollinating almonds. 

•	 From here we travelled to Lucknow to inspect storage sheds, extraction facilities and a honey packing line in operation 
all part of Goldfield’s Honey enterprise.

•	 The last visit was to the Beekeepers Inn Café on the Bathurst road where the participants could get a strong appreciation 
for the range of honey products on sale and they also viewed the DVD ‘Honey Bee Blues’, which highlighted some of 
the risks to the Australian beekeeping industry

•	 A running commentary was provided all day by me in relation to the keeping of honey bees in Australia and the many 
issues that beekeepers face.  Vicki Lockwood was our very capable guide for the day.

From the left:
Kathy Gott - Strategy Leader, Plant Risk Management, Tim Burfitt – Manager, Intensive Livestock Industry Development, Bronwyn 
Hendry - Policy Officer, Animal Biosecurity (Chair of the Honey bee biosecurity group), Alan Dawes - Ranger, LHPA, Satendra Kumar - 
Manager, Plant Biosecurity Risk Managementl, Doug Somerville – Technical Specialist Honey Bees, Mark Scott - Biological & Chemical 
Risk Management, Susanna Driessen - Policy Officer, Plant Biosecurity Risk Management, Simon Oliver - Agricultural Protection 
Officer (Policy) Emergencies, Weeds & Pest Animals, Rory Arthur - Program Leader, Animal Biosecurity and Risk Management Unit, 
Murray Spicer - Manager Horticulture Industry Development, Suzanne Robinson - Manager General Emergencies Preparedness & 
Response and Nick Annand – Apiary Officer.
Australia’s Honeybee News September/October 2009 12 



Comments from the participants:

Kathy – We had a great day and an interesting range of things to see and do (given that not all aspects of the process from 
hive to shop could be operational at one time).  I found it particularly helpful to experience how hives work.  Vicki and 
Grant were excellent hosts.

In relation to my role, I gained a greater awareness of honey bees as livestock.  I understand that there were difficulties fitting 
bees under the Animal agreement and in my opinion it seems that there could continue to be difficulties of fit, although due 
to different issues, for mellifera bees under PlantPlan (the emergency plant pest response plan).  Insects that usually rate a 
mention under PlantPlan are pests we might want to get rid of (such as Apis cerana), not protect (such as Apis mellifera).

Bronwyn – The bee training day provided me with a snap-shot of a medium sized, vertically integrated honey business.  I 
enjoyed seeing all aspects of the business including working with the hives, seeing transportation of hives, extraction of 
honey and packing of product, and a retail “honey house”.  This has given me a better understanding of the opportunities 
and challenges faced by people in the bee industry.

Alan - The day gave me a better overall understanding of the Bee industry and the effects Varroa will have on the economy 
if it is detected in Australia. The day also gave me a better appreciation of the day to day management of the bees which will 
allow me to manage TSRs more efficiently especially with regard to chemical use.

Satendra – Honey bees do impact on a wide range of plant industries via pollination and therefore may be included in the 
Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed for exotic pest and disease purposes.  Whilst bee management within the Department 
of Industry & Investment NSW remains as it functions, some key decisions in future may need to be vetted by the Chief 
Plant Protection Officer rather than the Chief Veterinary Officer alone.  I wanted to update myself with the key pests and 
diseases and issues that affect bees.  Look forward to more learning in due course.

Mark - Better understanding of the risk pesticide use poses to commercial bee hives.

Simon - very informative, I have never really delved into how the system works...and how ultra-intensive it really is.  From 
a work perspective, I obviously have some connection with the apiary industry through emergency management such as 
plague locust control, bushfires and drought (subsidies for bee food, water).  I wasn’t aware that it can be quite a task to shift 
bees - and from a locust spraying or bushfire perspective that is important to know....making early communication vital. It 
was interesting from a drought perspective...how hard it has been lately for apiarists to seek places with food for honey and 
survival.

Rory – As a Planning Manager in the SDCHQ for many Emergency Animal Disease Responses, the update reminded me 
how to apply Ausvet plans for Bee EADs and of the issues to be addressed in an emergency response plan.

Murray - For me it was a chance to update my memory and get a better perspective on pollination requirements for horticulture 
once/if Varroa becomes entrenched.

Nick - Hopefully it achieved (and I think it did) an overview of how commercial bee operations work, providing an insight 
into the management of individual colonies and apiaries and how it fits into a commercially viable business.  The business 
we showed them allowed them to see the whole production line regarding honey from hive to shops and also hear about other 
bee based enterprises (diversification) such as packaged bees, queen rearing and pollination services.  It also highlighted 
issues of concern and logistics regarding running a honey bee business, such as the use of pesticides, pest and disease threats 
(eg. Varroa, Asian bees, AFB), honey contamination, market access, pollination security, distances travelled, the certainty/
uncertainty of honey crops, access to public and private lands and diminishing resources available to beekeepers.

In summary the day was a big success and we are particularly appreciative of the assistance and time offered by the 
Lockwood family in making the day possible.

Grant Lockwood sharing his knowledge Honey Tasting at the Beekeepers Inn Cafe
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QUEEN BEES
1 - 20           $19.00
20+              $14.00
500+            P.O.A.

Queens are bred from the following stock
   * W A Better Bees   * Nairn Apiaries
   * Joe Horner            * Covey (Caucasian)

* Goldfields selected breeding stock
All queens are mated in four frame full depth nucs held for 21+ days.  Drone population ensured

ABN 91 112 137 783

Goldfields Honey, Bee & Pollination Services P/L
Phoenix Mine Road, Lucknow NSW 2800 Australia

Ph/fax 02 6365 5117 Mob: 0419 464 732  Email: goldfieldshoney@bigpond.com
International Ph/fax: 61 2 6365 5117  Website: www.goldfieldshoney.com

 BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
 ABN 27 009 052 155
 
 28 Munibung Rd Suppliers of Beekeeping and  
	 Cardiff			2285			NSW	 Honey	Processing	Equipment
	 Australia

 Boxes, Frames and all Woodware Stainless Steel Extractors
  Excluders - Welded Wire and Plastic Honey Tanks and Pumps

Weathertex	- Covers and Bottom Boards, Special sizes available

Veils, Gloves, Overalls, Bee Suits and Jackets, Hive Tools, Brushes
Hats, Smokers, Knives, Pails, Jars etc. all your beekeeping needs

We have a very extensive selection of books on all aspects of beekeeping

We buy and exchange wax for foundation.  Good prices paid

MAIL	ORDER	IS	OUR	SPECIALITY	-	PHONE	FOR	A	PRICE	LIST
Ph:	(02)	4956	6166			Fax:	(02)	4956	6399
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I will be providing Australia’s Honeybee News with a 
short column each publication on general apiary industry 
and department issues. 

Department renaming
On the 11 June 2009 the NSW Premier announced the 
creation of 13 new “super departments”. This saw the 
Department of Primary Industry combined with 2 other 
former agencies and 6 authorities to form the Department 
of Industry and Investment. So please when you call us for 
assistance (formerly NSW DPI) do not hang up when you 
hear the new name thinking you have the wrong number, 
it is just a name change. 

WARNING –Locust Spraying
The warmer than usual conditions over winter and early 
spring has resulted in locust hatchings a few weeks 
earlier than usual. Most of the activity so far is around the 
Coonamble - Quambone and Nyngan - Tullamore areas. 
Many bands have been spotted and spraying had started 
in the Coonamble region at the time of writing. So if you 
have bees in the western regions of the State make sure 
the land managers of each of your apiary sites are aware 
of the presence of your bees and they have your contact 
details.  Hopefully this will prevent any unnecessary bee 
losses from locust spraying. 

For all the latest information and further details on locust 
activities follow links on the web addresses below:
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/
insects/general/locusts

Canola 
Similarly, be aware that many canola crops are moisture 
stressed and as a result the number and pressure from 
aphids is increasing.  If farmers need to spray to control 
aphids it is best if they can contact and discuss any issues 
regarding bees in the area with the beekeeper.  So be sure 
that farmers can readily contact you if needed.  The harder 
you are to track down, the less likely the farmer will bother 
about contacting you when spraying.

AFB
If you have not already done so, it is a good time to go 
through your hives to inspect for AFB. There seems to be a 
lot around this season so please examine you hives closely 
and catch it early before it is spreads further throughout 
your apiary this season. If you find some AFB don’t forget 
it is a legal requirement you inform the department within 
24 hrs of finding it. This information helps fight the battle 
that AFB is a major problem to the bee industry that needs 
attention. 

NICK’S NEWS 
from I&I NSW

Nick Annand, Livestock Officer (Bees), 
Industry and Investment NSW, Bathurst   
Phone: 02 6330 1210
nicholas.annand@industry.nsw.gov.au

MINIHONEYMONEY 
RELEASED

Industry & Investment NSW latest decision support 
system release is now available to assist honey producers 
in their business management. MiniHoneyMoney allows 
producers to monitor their cost of production on an annual 
basis and enables producers to focus on critical parts of 
their business.

MiniHoneyMoney is a single page snapshot of a honey 
business and show what it has cost to make a kilogram of 
honey or maintain a hive for a year. Producers can quickly 
see the impact of a range of cost on their bottom line.  

The system also allows producers to account for the 
value of their own labour and deprecation in analysing 
the business’ performance.  These are two factors often 
forgotten by many business owners, but are important in 
get a true indication of the business profit.

MiniHoneyMoney is a Microsoft Excel® spreadsheet 
that is simple to use with only one page of data entry. As 
data is entered the user can immediately see the reported 
parameters updated on the same page.  The required data 
is easily obtained from production records and cashbook 
or financial statements from an accountant.

Knowing the cost of production is a key aspect of any 
business. The relativity of prices received to the cost of 
producing the product not only effects daily decisions on 
how to produce the product, but can also affect the long 
term planning and focus of the business. Thus knowing 
accurately the cost of production, and its key components, 
is a critical factor in business management success. 
MiniHoneyMoney has been specifically design to make 
this calculation easy.

Data generated by MiniHoneyMoney is also compatible 
with the comparative analysis system, BenchMarkBiz.  
This will allow a group of producers who are willing 
to provide and share their information to participate in 
a comparative analysis.  This will allow producers to 
interrogate their production systems and costs in even 
more detail.

MiniHoneyMoney can be downloaded from the honey bee 
management section of www.dpi.nsw.gov.au, or obtained 
by emailing greg.mills@industry.nsw.gov.au.  

For NSW honey producers who do not have access to 
Microsoft Excel® a fax back service is also available.  
Producers can fax in their information and a completed 
report will be faxed or emailed back to them. 

For more information on this service
 or MiniHoneyMoney contact Greg Mills

 on 02 6750 6312.
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BALLOT RESULTS 
Successful applicants for the NPWS Bee Sites (as advertised in March - April 2009)

CCA Zone 2 Pilliga East Pilliga East 1102 Shawn & Dwayne Sykes - Dubbo

Pilliga East 1143 Shawn & Dwayne Sykes - Dubbo

Pilliga East 1190 Shawn & Dwayne Sykes - Dubbo

Pilliga East 1191 Mid Western Honey - Weethalle

CCA Zone 3 Pilliga East Cubbo 776 Ian Woolfe - Raglan

Pilliga East 566 Steve Johnson - Dungog

Pilliga East 601 C & T Klingner - Glen Innes

Pilliga East 662 Ben McIntyre - Inverell

Pilliga East 902 Steve Johnson - Dungog

Pilliga East 989 B D & C A Woolfe - Glen Innes

Pilliga East 1221 Casey Cooper - Tingha

Ruttley 1335 B & M Weiss - Glen Innes

CCA Zone 1 Timmallallie Timmallallie 1465 G D & K E Porter - Keiso

Timmallallie 1466 Robert Michie - Moore Creek

Timmallallie 1467 Mid Western Honey - Weethalle

Timmallallie 1529 G D & K E Porter - Kelso

Timmallallie 1530 Ray Jones - Narrabri

Wittenbra 1507 Ray Jones - Narrabri

Wittenbra 1571 G D & K E Porter - Kelso

Wittenbra 1584 Steve Johnson - Dungog

CCA Zone 3 Trinkey Trinkey 2 R B  & S Porter - Yetholme

Trinkey 6 R B  & S Porter - Yetholme

Trinkey 18 Steve Johnson

Trinkey 28 M L & D J Porter - Yetholme

CCA Zone 1 Goonoo Goonoo 10 Australian Queen Bee Exporters - Blayney

Goonoo 139 Sunderland Apairies -Dubbo

Goonoo 141 Glenrock Apiaries - Mudgee

Goonoo 165 Sunderland Apairies -Dubbo

Goonoo 189 Sunderland Apairies -Dubbo

Goonoo 199 (burnt site) Sunderland Apairies -Dubbo

Goonoo 201 Wendy Roberts, Rainforest Honey - Batemans Bay

Goonoo 203 Daniel Warman - Dubbo

Goonoo 204 Wendy Roberts, Rainforest Honey - Batemans Bay

CCA Zone 3 Goonoo Goonoo 140 Daniel Warman - Dubbo

Goonoo 109 (burnt site) Glenrock Apiaries - Mudgee

Goonoo 123 (burnt site) Australian Queen Bee Exporters - Blayney

Goonoo 134 (burnt site) Shawn & Dwayne Sykes - Dubbo

Goonoo 191 Sunderland Apiaries - Dubbo

Coolah Tops National Park Warung 1 Steve Johnson - Dungog

Pilliga NR N/A 1450 Robert Michie - Moore Creek

N/A 1643 Ian Woolfe - Raglan

N/A 1530 Ben McIntyre - Inverell

N/A 1351 B & M Weiss - Glen Innes

Goobang NP N/A N/A Steve Johnson - Dungog

CCA Zone 3 Goonoo Goonoo 83 (burnt site) Wendy Roberts, Rainforest Honey - Batemans Bay

Goonoo 66 (burnt site) Mid Western Honey - Weethalle

Goonoo 67 (burnt site) Wendy Roberts, Rainforest Honey - Batemans Bay

Goonoo 68 (burnt site Shawn & Dwayne Sykes - Dubbo

Goonoo 57 (burnt site Shawn & Dwayne Sykes - Dubbo

Goonoo 58 (burnt site Wendy Roberts, Rainforest Honey - Batemans Bay

Goonoo 59 (burnt site Wendy Roberts, Rainforest Honey - Batemans Bay

CCA Timmallalia 1508 (burnt site) Robert Michie - Moore Creek

Timmallalia 1519 (burnt site) Ben McIntyre - Inverell

 Zone 1 Timmallalia Pilliga NR N/A 1431 Ben McIntyre - Inverell
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NPWS VACANT BEE SITES
Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) PO Box 1020, Dubbo NSW 2830  Ph: 02 6841 0900

** The below sites are still vacant.  If they are not taken up by beekeepers they 
will be lost to industry.

Notification of vacant apiary sites in the Brigalow and Nandewar Community Conservation Area (CCA) within 
the Western Branch of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)

Consistent with the Department’s policy regarding vacant apiary sites ( those sites surrendered, forfeited or 
subject to a cancelled Consent) the Association has been notified of the following vacant bee sites:

CCA Zone
Name

Former State Forest
Name

Site
Number

Burnt
Site*

CCA Zone 1 Kwiambal Arthurs Seat
Arthurs Seat

1
2

CCA Zone 1 Bullala Bullala
Bullala
Bullala

3
4
5

CCA Zone 2 Terry Hie Hie Courallie
Courallie
Courallie
Courallie

33
36
37
38

CCA Zone 3 Pilliga East Pilliga East 1318

CCA Zone 1 Dthinna Dthinnawan Bebo
Bebo
Bebo
Bebo

54
19
20
32

Pilliga NR N/A
N/A
N/A

1408
1410
1429

CCA Zone 3 Goonoo Goonoo 85 Burnt 06/07

Applications close on 31 December 2009 
All applicants must be registered beekeepers. 

If there is more than one interested party, the Association will conduct a ballot.

Applications can only be made in writing to:  The Secretary, NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc.
PO Box 3018, Toongabbie East   NSW  2146   - Fax: 02 9631 0585 -  Email: nswaa@bigpond.net.au

BEECO PTY LTD
Family business specialising in

• Traditional Australian style smokers
Standard $66.00   
Jumbo $71.50

• Bee escapes $1.85 (set of 4 corners)
• Prices GST inclusive  Freight/postage extra

David & Dianne Cahill
297 Glen Road, Warwick, Qld  4370
Ph: 07 4661 3527  Fax: 07 4661 3721

Email: dj.cahill@bigpond.com

PROTECT YOUR  TIMBER BEEHIVES WITH WAX!
 

Paraffin + Microcrystalline wax        
Hot dipping with a 50/50 mix of paraffin and microcrystalline is an efficient steriliser 

and protector against rot. Painting is best done over this mix whilst still hot.

bulk wax at wholesale prices!!

*Wax *candle moulds *wicks *tea light cups and wicks

Always interested in purchasing local beeswax.

              

View the full product range

 www.candlemaking.com.au 
 

Contact us on    
 02 9653 3600  

 
Personal shoppers welcome 
 at our warehouse in Arcadia, in Sydney’s rural north.
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     QUEEN BEES
       ITALIAN

        Prices effective from 1 July 2004
  UNTESTED
  1-5 ............ $22.55 each                       
  6-10 .......... $19.25 each                       
  11-49 ........ $15.95 each                               CREDIT CARDS
  50+ ........... $14.00 each                    WELCOME

ISOLATED MATED BREEDERS $220.00 EACH

DENMAR APIARIES
PO Box 99  WONDAI  Queensland 4606

Phone: (07) 4169 0064   Fax: (07) 4169 0966
International Ph: +61 7 4169 0064  Fax: +61 7 4169 0966

Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

TERMS
7 DAYS

Late Payments
Add $1 Per Queen

Proud to be a member of the new, industry owned, 
Australian Queen Bee Breeding Group

Queens are caged on a 21 day cycle in line with current
 research results.

Queen Cells- by arrangement                   
Breeder Queens available

Payment :  Prior to Despatch 
Queens posted via Express Post Satchels

Foundation Member: Australian Queen Bee 
Breeders Association Inc. (est. 1985)

DEWAR Corporation
2157 Lake Moogerah Rd

Kalbar   QLD  4309
Phone: (07) 5463 5633
Fax: (07) 5463 5619

Email: lpdewar@bigpond.com

Untested Queen Bees

1 to 9 ................. $20.00
10 to 49 ............. $17.00
50 to 99 ............. $15.50
100 and over ..... $14.00

These prices include GST
Free postage on orders over 5 queens

Quality Italian Queens
From Horner and 

Better Bees Stock WA
Queens caught on 21+ day cycle

PRICE $14.00 each (includes GST)
For orders over 200, discounts apply

For orders and enquiries please call
02 6949 6838 or 0427 268 135

Email: stickybee@bigpond.com
PO Box 810, Tumut  NSW  2720
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C. B. Palmer & Co
Protein Feed Cakes, Beekeeping supplies,

Beetek Plastic Frames & Foundation,
Excluders, Smokers, Hive Tools,

Feeders, Honey Gates, Candle Moulds etc.

Product catalogue:
http://www.honeybee.com.au

Rod & Karen Palmer
Ph: 0417 796 257 or  07 3495 7095

Email: cbp@honeybee.com.au

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN CAGES
- Money & Time Saver

- Improves Queen acceptance
- Quick & easy to place in hive

Plus:  60 Queen Shipping Boxes  
Banking Bars  - Queen Cell Cups
Easy Fit Cell Protectors
Queen Candy

 SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’ PH: 02 6887 2202
 MINORE ROAD, MS6 FAX: 02 6887 2255
 DUBBO   NSW   2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS
The	Cost	Effective	Queen	Shipping	&	Introduction	System

The Wheen Foundation has been created as a result 
of a generous bequest from well-known honeybee 
identities, Gretchen and the late Frank Wheen.  Its 
broad purpose is to support research, development and 
training which will benefit beekeepers and pollination 
dependent industries. 

The Wheen Foundation is a not-for-profit Public 
Company Limited by Guarantee.

The Foundation will be officially launched on 
Saturday 12 December 2009 during a seminar at 
University of Western Sydney on bee genetics and 
stock improvement. 

An AI course for beginners will be conducted at UWS 
on the three days preceding the seminar, to be followed 
by and Advanced AI course from 14-16 December at 
the Wheen Foundation.

The Wheen Foundation will be located at the 
Richmond property of Gretchen Wheen. This 
comprises a beautiful 18 acre (7.2 ha) farm, fronting 
the Nepean River.  It is well-known for its suitability 
for queen raising.  Currently, there is a well-equipped 
AI laboratory and other facilities. In time, there 
will be small conference facilities and some limited 
accommodation to support the activities of the 
Foundation.

The Founding Directors and Members of the 
Foundation are: Max Whitten, Linton Briggs, Gretchen 
Wheen and Colin Powell.  Additional Directors and 
members will be sought in time. 

If you would like to learn more about the Wheen 
Foundation, or are interested in helping the 
Foundation achieve its objectives, please contact 
one of the Directors. Three Directors, Max, Linton 
and Gretchen are well known in the industry.  Colin 
Powell has served as Gretchen’s accountant for many 
years.

The objects of the Foundation are purposely wide 
ranging. In brief, they are:   

 1. To advance scientific knowledge and research into 
bee keeping in Australia, including but not limited to 
the systematic breeding and researching into honey 
bees to genetically improve strains of honey bees for 
the benefit of the Australian Apicultural Industry and 
in the national interest of Australia generally. 

2. To provide means for research and development 
of the bee keeping industry in Australia, including 
research into disease, parasites, other pests, predators 
and nuisances; and to promote entomological study 
and, by collaboration with other entities, to increase 
knowledge and develop remedies to prevent, eradicate 
or minimise endemic and/or exotic threats to the 
health and existence of honey bees. 

3. To collaborate with other entities to foster 
investigation into the capacity for Australian Native 
Social Bees and European Honey Bees to effectively 
improve production of plants through pollination. 

4. To facilitate improved methods of bee-keeping and 
promote better standards and practices. 

5. To develop, advocate and promote alternative or 
new methods, practices and procedures to better 
regulate and protect beekeeping. 

6. To promote the marketing and advertising of 
products and by-products
of beekeeping in Australia and elsewhere. 

7. To provide means for the education, advancement, 
accommodation, training and support for bee-keepers 
and other persons, including researchers, teachers or 
operators in or associated with beekeeping. 

8. To generally promote the betterment of bee-keeping 
in Australia.

WHEEN FOUNDATION 
To support Beekeeping In Australia
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AUSTRALIAN              EXPORTERS
                ABN 96 078 192 300

QUEEN BEES
  Prices include GST:

  Under 50 ....................................................... $16.30 each
        50-99.......................................................  $15.80 each
  Over 100 (in total) ........................................ $15.30 each
  200 and over - Discounts apply  

 Also available:

PACKAGE BEES
 Restock your Winter losses or make increase

• Quick and easy
• No chance of spreading disease

     Prices include GST:
  3lb (1.3kg) with young queen ............................$50.00
  4lb (1.8kg) with young queen ............................$60.00
    ($3.00 deposit on shipping box)

For orders or enquiries please contact:

WARREN & ROSE TAYLOR
1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia

(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)
If unanswered:  Phone: 02 6368 3788/Fax: 02 6368 3799

Or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney NSW 2799/Email: aqbe@bigpond.com.au
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A second training course was conducted for the Police 
Stock Squad Detectives at Batemans Bay at the end 
of May.  The first course took place in Batemans Bay 
four years ago and from this the industry has been 
well served by the police.  About eight persons were 
involved in the original course which went over 
two days.  The second course was conducted over 
three days and involved detectives from five regions 
including Bega, Bathurst, Orange, Wagga Wagga and 
Queanbeyan.

The detectives in both cases had no prior experience 
with honey bees.  I quote from feedback received 
from one participant, “the course really helped us put 
on the map bee hive theft and vandalism issues with 
our senior supervisors”.  

I think it’s fair to say that if police with training in 
bees are now contacted with any theft or vandalism 
issue involving bee hives, then they are going to be 
more competent and familiar with the subject.

The courses covered issues such as hive components, 
terminology, habits and practices of commercial 
beekeepers in placing hives and sourcing bee sites, 
OH&S issues with bee stings, etc., the Apiaries Act, 
and DPI roles, etc.  The police were provided with 
plenty of opportunities to stick their hands into a bee 
hive and explore the workings of a colony.

Most police involved in these exercises supplied their 
own protective gear, thus they are fully equipped to 
investigate bee hive issues close up and personal.  
This years’ course was conducted by Paul Anderson, 
Senior Inspector;  Wayne Haigh, Apiary Inspector; 
Mick Rankmore, Regulatory Specialist (Honey Bees);  
and Andrew Sanger, Manager of the Regulatory 
Program.  The original course was conducted by 
Doug Somerville, Bruce White, Paul Anderson and 
Wayne Haigh.  

It is hoped that this training will be taken up by 
members of the Stock Squad in the north of the State 
at some future date.

POLICE GET BEE TRAINING FROM DPI

Left to right: 
Rural Crime Investigators; Tony Hinton (Queanbeyan), Brent Harris (Wagga), Bob Newman (Bathurst), Steve Heffernan 
(Bega), Andrew Sanger (Manager Agricultural Compliance, Industry & Investment NSW), Sean Beckett (Orange)
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Truck Mounted
Forklifts

Lowest rear overhang (1080mm)
High power-to-weight ratio
Innovative compact design &
low tare weight 
Fast mount & dismount (60 seconds)
Ergonomic design with safe driver position
KingLifter S (compact) model also available

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
Clark Equipment Australia Pty Ltd – Heavy Equipment Division

Phone: +61 2 9477 8446  • Fax: +61 2 9476 2241  

Email: kinglifter@clarkequipment.com  • Website: www.clarkequipment.com

KingLifter M

KINGLIFTER_138.5x200  14/2/08  10:21 PM  Page 1

OAMPS Insurance Brokers is proud to be a supporter of the NSW Apiarists’ Association. 
Our staff are experienced in providing comprehensive insurance solutions to members and
protecting Apiarists against the specific risks that affect your business.
Our staff treat you like a queen bee, providing specialist insurance for your
needs including:
�ß 3OUNDßKNOWLEDGEßOFß!PIARISTS ß́NEEDS
�ß 2ISKßMANAGEMENTßADVICEßANDßSUPPORT
�ß 7ORKERSßCOMPENSATIONßASSISTANCE
�ß 1UALITYßINSURANCEßCOVERßFORß!PIARISTSß�ASßWELLßASßOTHERßINSURANCEßSOLUTIONS	
�ß 0REMIUMßFUNDINGß�PAYßYOURßPREMIUMSßINßINSTALMENTSßTOßFREEßYOURßCASHß¾OW	
�ß %XPERTßINSURANCEßADVICE
�ß #LAIMSßHANDLINGßSUPPORT
�ß !SSOCIATIONßENDORSEDß/!-03ßPRODUCT

OAMPS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD ABN 34 005 543 920 AFSL 238312 

Don’t get stung with 
the wrong insurance

Get the sting out of your insurance – 
give David Benn a buzz on

(02) 6933 6600
4HEß2IVERINAß#O/Pß"UILDING
41 Moorong Street Wagga Wagga NSW
david.benn@oamps.com.au
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29 Branches Australia and New Zealand wide
Call Grant or Adam

(02) 4954 6411
for your nearest branch

■ Laboratory Balances: 0.001g - 3kg
■ Bench Scales: 3kg - 30kg
■ Platform Scales: 30kg - 600kg
■ Pallet Scales: 600kg - 6,000kg
■ Trade Approved Scales
■ Label Printing Scales

www.wedderburn.com.au
grantw@wedderburn.com.au

■ Create brand awareness
■ Cost-effective labels
■ Create & print your own labels
■ Ingredients & nutritional information
■ Leading supplier of labels - Roll

Labels, Sheet Labels, Gloss
Labels, Matt Labels, Paper Labels or Poly
Labels

■ You name it, we make it!!

Scales and Labels

Apiary Services Australia Pty Ltd 
announce that they have become

Sole Distributers in Australia of the Canadian-made Pollen Substitute ‘FeedBee’

FeedBee is a highly palatable, nutritionally 
balanced, and highly efficient pollen substitute
 for Honey bees. It provides highly digestible 
protein (35%) containing the essential amino

 acids for Honey bees, as well as a high level of
 Vitamins and Minerals, key to Honey bee 

resistance to diseases.
It has been developed from advance research

 into
•	 Honey bee nutritional requirements
•	 The composition of natural pollen
•	 The nutrient contents of more than 255 feed 

ingredients
•	 Incorporating the dietary principles in feeding 

insects and animals

Formulated, researched and Produced 
in Canada, ‘FeedBee’ is made from 

100% natural vegetable sources.
 It contains:
No Pollen

No Hive Products
No Animal Products

No Soy products
No Chemicals

No GM Products
Prices:	1	kg	$10.00	(incl.GST)	(+freight)
20kg	Bags	$180.00	(Incl.GST)	(+freight)	

(=$9.00/kg)
1	tonne	(50	x	20kg	Bags)	$8,000	(Incl.	

GST)	(+freight)	(=$8.00/kg)

Apiary Services Australia Pty Ltd
79 Naylor Rd   Urila NSW 2620
Ph: (02 6236 3294  Mob: 0411 271 161
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Pressure Cleaners & Boilers
Pressure Cleaners 240 Volt & Three Phase

from $2475.00 inc

Instantly  Heated. Thermostatically

Controlled Boilers to Run Your Honey Plant.

Easy to Use

LPG & Diesel Heaters & Dryers
LPG Direct Fired Heaters from $275.00 inc

Diesel Indirect Fired (no fume or flame) Available

Wet/Dry Vacuum Cleaners
15Ltr Wet/Dry Vacuum Cleaners from $450.00 inc

15 Models, Stainless or Poly 1, 2 or 3 Motor

Push Sweepers
30 Ltr Hopper

700mm Sweep

$985.00 inc

Pedestal Fans
635mm Blade

Oscillating or Fixed

$249.00 inc

SYDNEY ENQUIRIES

130 GIPPS ROAD, SMITHFIELD NSW 2164

Ph (02) 9725 4211 Fax (02) 9725 2631

Email: spitwaternsw@spitwaternsw.com.au

PROUDLY

AUSTRALIAN

MADE

PROUDLY

AUSTRALIAN

MADE
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A beautiful full colour Australian Honey book long overdue

Beekeepers all know that honey is one of natures 
truly amazing products but unfortunately not enough 
of the population see honey as beekeepers do. Jodie 
Goldsworthy, a fourth generation beekeeper herself from 
Beechworth Honey, has put together a delicious book 
about everything the average consumer never knew they 
needed to know about Australian honey. This creatively 
photographed collection of recipes, tasting notes and 
life journeys showcases honey as most will have never 
experienced it before. This book helps readers understand 
the extraordinary work of bees and their vital task of 
pollinating plants and thereby sustaining life for us all. 

What makes Cooking, Tasting, Living Honey unique is 
the insight into the lives of one families involvement as 
beekeepers since the 1880’s. Their intricate knowledge 
and passion for honey, the bees that harvest the many and 
varied nectars, and the Australian bush have been passed 
down through four generations. Jodie Goldsworthy shares 
some of their stories with love and pride, as well as a 
wealth of knowledge about Australian honey and how to 
use it in our kitchens.

This full colour book will stand out on any coffee table or 
kitchen. It has been written following hundreds of requests 
for such a publication from visitors to the Beechworth 
Honey Experience the hugely successful educational 
jewel created by Beechworth Honey’s to positively 
and innovatively promote Australian honey. The centre 
receives more than 80,000 visitors a year and is open 
every day except Christmas day in historic Beechworth. 
One of Jodie’s biggest motivators is to bring greater 
returns to Australian beekeepers to improve their viability 
and future. Jodie draws the link between beekeepers and 
food produced in Australia through honeybee pollination.  
Through releasing Cooking, Tasting, Living Honey Jodie 
hope’s to educate the community further of the importance 
of beekeeping through a beautifully photographed and 
edited journey of Australian honey.  

Cooking, Tasting, Living Honey will be available through 
selected outlets and in store at the Beechworth Honey 
Experience ready for Christmas in early December. If you 
would like to pre order this beautiful book for your family 
or friends we are now taking pre release orders which 
can be signed, gift wrapped and delivered just in time for 
Christmas. The special pre sale price is $39.95 (including 
postage and handling within Australia) and orders can be 
placed by telephone (02) 6033 2322 or email to info@
beechworthhoney.com.au.

“Cooking, 
Tasting, 
Living 

Honey”

by 

Jodie Goldsworthy
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Horizontal Extractors 36 - 192 frame
Wax Melters

Capping Spinners
Reducers & Conveyors
Large Radial Extractors

Centrifuge - Heat Exchange

PO Box 187, 1994 Finley Rd, TONGALA  VIC  3621
Phone: 03 5859 1492  Fax 03 5859 1495

Mob 0407 547 346
www.prestigestainless.com.au

If it’s stainless,
we can make it!

 We also custom build to your requirments

T/F 03 5664 8382  E shayo@sympac.com.au  W www.aussiehive.com.au

PATENT PENDING

Prove it for yourself! Place your order now to ensure 
delivery of your Aussie Hives by Spring. 
And look forward to increased honey production!

AUSSIE HIVES™
The better hive for higher production  The better hive 

The new Aussie Hive by Hasson’s Hives
Australia is robust yet light with excellent
thermal insulation for healthier, stronger,
more productive bees. It needs virtually
no maintenance and will outlast any

other hive on the market.

Food–grade polymer 
reduces hive disease and 
eliminates paint contamination

Polymer is water resistant for
drier hives

Industry standard 10 frame

Strong, lightweight, no-maintenance 
construction

Insulated to control internal hive 
temperature, support brood 
development and reduce 
stress on bees

Increases honey 
production

s High Quality Food grade virgin plastic

s Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance

s Natural cell size

s�Mitred bottom corners

s 6mm engagement tongue

Std colour Black or White 
Other colours available with large orders (5000+)

FULL DEPTH FOUNDATION SHEETS

Also available: (Made in New Zealand)

BEETEK PLACTIC FRAMES
FD & WSP
Black & White

Contact:  
MAX CANE APIARIES
9 McGibbony Crt,  Ararat,  Vic,  Australia

Ph 03 53 522 995  Mob 0427 501 551

A u s t r a l i a

ABN 65 561 108 274

Plastic Beehive Components
Made in Australia by Max Cane Apiaries
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Honey Diced Lamb

500g lean cubed lamb
1 medium eggplant, about 250g, cut into 2cm cubes
1 large green capsicum cut into squares
16 baby mushrooms
3/4 cup brown rice
2 tablespoons honey
1 tablespoon soy sauce
1 teaspoon minced garlic
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

Cook rice in boiling water for 25 minutes or until 
tender.  Drain.  Heat grill.  Thread meat onto eight 
metal skewer alternating with the eggplant, capsicum 
and mushrooms.

In a bowl, mix together the honey, soy sauce, garlic 
and cinnamon.  Brush liberally over one side of the 
skewers.  Place this side under the grill, cook 4-6 
minutes.

Turn skewers, brush with remaining sauce, cook 
another 4-6 minutes.  Serve lamb kebabs on a bed of 
rice with salad.  Serves 4

Honey Mustard Roasted Potatoes

4 large baking potatoes 
1/2  cup Dijon mustard 
1/4  cup honey 
1/2 teaspoon crushed dried thyme leaves 
Salt and pepper, to taste 

Peel potatoes and cut each into 6 to 8 pieces.  In large 
saucepan, cover potatoes with salted water; bring to 
a boil. Simmer potatoes 12-15 minutes, until barely 
tender. Drain.  

Combine mustard, honey and thyme in small bowl.  In 
large bowl, toss potatoes with honey-thyme mustard 
until coated evenly.  Arrange potatoes on foil-lined 
baking sheet, sprayed with vegetable cooking spray.  

Bake for 20 minutes at 190°C, or until potatoes begin 
to brown around edges.  

Season to taste with salt and pepper before serving.

Mint and Apple Whip

750g cooking apples, peeled and cored
3 tablespoons honey
2 tablespoons water
6 large mint sprigs
5 tablesppons natural low-fat yogurt
2 egg whites
1 tablespoon raw sugar

Slice the apples into a pan and add the honey, water 

RECIPES
and mint, reserving the top leaves for decoration.  
cover and simmer for 10 to 15 minutes; discard 
the mint.  Sieve or work in an electric blender until 
smooth.  Leave to cool then mix in the yogurt.

Whisk the egg whites until stiff, then whisk in the 
sugar.  Fold into the apple mixture.  Spoon into 
individual dishes and decorate with the reserved mint  
to serve.  Serves 4 to 6 

Muesli
(Makes 3½ cups)

1/3 cup honey
1/4 cup butter
2 cups rolled oats
1/4 cup each of:

 Bran
 Wheat germ
 Coconut
 Nuts (chopped)
 Sunflower seeds
 Sesame seeds

1/2 cup mixed dried fruit of your choice

Warm honey and butter (approximately 30 seconds) 
on HIGH until honey is melted, stirring once.  

Place dry ingredients in a large container and stir in 
honey mixture.  Cook on high for 6 to 7 minutes,  
stirring several times. Stir in selected dry fruit.  

Leave to go cool then store in an airtight container.

Gingerbread Biscuits

1 1/2 cups honey
3/4 cup butter or margarine, softened
1 egg
5 cups flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 tablespoon ground ginger
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground cloves

In large bowl, cream honey and butter until light 
and fluffy.  Beat in egg.  Add flour, baking powder, 
cinnamon and cloves; mix until combined.  Wrap 
dough in plastic wrap and refrigerate for at least 
two hours.  When dough is chilled, divide dough in 
half; return one half to refrigerator and make cookies 
with other half.  Dust work surface and dough lightly 
with flour.  Roll out dough to 1/4 inch thick. Cut 
into gingerbread men shapes using a cookie cutter; 
transfer to well-greased baking sheet.  Bake at 175°C 
for 10-12 minutes.  Remove cookies from sheet and 
cool on wire rack.  Repeat with remaining dough.  

Makes about three dozen cookies depending on the 
size of your cookie cutter. 
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HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
COL & LINDA WILSON  PO BOX 180, KURRI KURRI  NSW  2327

Ph/Fax:  (02) 4930 4950

Bee Boxes - Dovetail
Frames Mahurangi

Select Grade:  Potentially the best
 quality frames available Standard

 Frames for wiring and Double groove
 frames with 13mm bottom bar for

 plastic foundation.

Queen Excluders - $7.50
Hats
Veils

Smokers

WAX

Wax foundation milled to the
thickness you require

Manufactured using the weed
process

Have your own wax milled or
exchanged for foundation in 

stock
 

WAX WANTED 

PLASTIC
The Best Plastic Foundation 

You Can Buy
No more wiring required !

SAVE TIME AND MONEY, BUY
THE TRIED AND PROVEN

FOUNDATION THE FIRST TIME.
Finally a plastic foundation that bees

accept. This foundation is manufactured
 by a beekeeper for beekeepers, is tried 
and proven and dominates sales in USA

and Canada.

Sheet sizes available; FD, WSP, Ideals & 
Manly in either White or Black.

Buy from the Australian Distributor
Sheets in stock now

NEW
NOZEVIT

Is produced from all natural substances.

After many years of university studies and field 
testing with Nozevit, it was introduced to European 

beekeepers in 2003.  After years of commercial 
success in Europe, Canada and America, Nozevit is 

now available in Australia.

HIVES CAN BE TREATED FOR LESS THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the 
spring, and will winter extremely well when 

their intestinal integrity is intact.  By using all 
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal 

cleansing for internal ailments:
 i.e nosema. 

FOUNDATION
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BEE ENGINEERING
MANUFACTURERS OF

Quality Stainless Steel Uncappers & 
Deboxers

Including New Hand Uncapper 

Ring for brochure now

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box 126 Riverton
Western Australia   6148 

MULDER APIARIES
For Queens of Quality

Greg Mulder Dip.Applied Science in Agriculture
invites orders for queen bees

All Queens produced in full depth 
nucleus colonies

1-9 ................................$19.80 each
10-49 .............................$16.50 each
50 & over ......................$15.40 each

Nucleus Colonies also Available

Postage & Handling:
Please add $9.90 per shipment
All Queens sent Express Post

Terms: Payment before despatch
Price includes GST

Contact:  Greg & Bonnie Mulder
155 “Will-O-Wyn” Valley
Murrays Run  NSW  2325

Phone (02) 4998 8565
Fax (02) 4998 8651

Stockleigh Apiaries
Specialising in 

CAUCASIAN
QUEENS

1 - 9        $19.20
10 -24     $17.60
25 - 49    $15.95
50 plus    $14.85

Causcasian Breeder Queens - Natural pure
mated on a remote island - POA

Prices GST Inclusive; Post & Packaging extra
Terms: Payment 10 days prior to despatch

For orders contact:

John Covey
Ph: 07 5546 9294   Mob: 0427 046 966

Email: j_covey@softhome.net

PO Box 72  Jimboomba  QLD  4280
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Suppliers of:

Redpath’s Quality “Weed” Process Comb Foundation  

Alliance (NZ) Beekeepers Woodware 

Lega (Italy) Honey Extractors and Pumps 

Pierce (USA) Electric Uncapping Knives 

Beeco (Aust) Stainless Steel Smoke  

Nassenheider “Fillup” Auto Dose Honey packers  

Ecroyd (NZ) Bee Suits

Redpath’s Beeline Apiaries Pty Ltd 

Trading As: Redpath’s Beekeeping Supplies A.B.N. 54 063 940 161 

193 Como Parade East, Parkdale Vic 3195, Australia 

 

Phone (03) 9587 5950 Fax (03) 9587 9560         

Email redpaths@redpaths.com.au Website www.redpaths.com.au

Opening hours:

Monday to Friday

9 am - 5 pm

Saturday morning 

(August - April)

9am - 12pm
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ITALIAN QUEENS
Bred from Horner Queens and

WA Drone Mothers
Caught on 21 day cycle

Bred by very experienced Filipino 
Queen Breeder

ITALIAN	and	CAUCASIAN	CELLS
Available at farm gate

Payment 7 days prior to shipment
(Prices are GST inclusive)

Queens
Under 20         $18.00 each
    20 - 49         $17.00 each
    50 - 99         $16.00 each
       100           $14.00 each

Free postage on orders 100 and over(Express Post)

Cells	=	$4.00	each

     Inquiries:  Garry or Mitchell Lucas
Tenterfield Bush Honey

“Rabbit Flat”
New England Highway, Tenterfield  NSW  2372

(02)	6736	1683				:				0427	361	683			

          AUSTRALIAN
          QUEEN BEE

          LINE
           ABN 63 181 851 647

Italian and Carniolan Queens
Prices GST Inclusive

Postage & Handling extra
    1 - 9  ............. $18.00 each
10 - 49  ............. $16.00 each
50 - 99  ............. $15.00 each
100 & Over ....... $14.00 each

For your convenience, EFTPOS facility is 
available and credit cards are most welcome.

Order with payment.
Terms & conditions apply

For orders and enquiries please call:
Charlie or Brenda Casido

Ph/Fax: (02) 6360 4113    Mobile: 0434 353 301
Email: ozqueenbeeline@optusnet.com.au
39 Boronia Crescent, Orange  NSW 2800

(PO Box 80)

  BEEKEEPING
  	JOHN	L.	GUILFOYLE	PTY	LTD.

     
 email: john@johnlguilfoyle.com.au ABN 57 548 699 481

38 Begonia Street Shop 6 299 Prospect Road 2 Wells Street
Inala  82 Victoria Street Blair Athol Bellevue
Brisbane  Werrington Adelaide Perth
Qld  4077  NSW  2747 SA  5084 WA  6056

Ph: (07) 3279 9750 Ph:  (02) 9623 5585 Ph:   (08) 8344 8307 Ph:   (08) 9274 5062
Fax: (07) 3279 9753 Fax: (02) 9673 3099 Fax: (08) 8344 2269 Fax: (08) 9274 7142

PO Box 518 PO Box 4011 PO Box 128 Email:
Inala Qld 4077 Werrington NSW 2747 Kilburn SA 5084 guilfoylewa@tnet.com.au

Please phone, write, fax or email your closest branch
 for a copy of our current catalogue and price list

Q
U     
I 
P 
M 
E 
N 
T
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Ligurian Queen Bees
(The gentle achiever)

  Honey with hygienic qualities due to

  One hundred and twenty years of natural selection

  Nectar, pollen and propolis assured

  Exclusive to Kangaroo Island, free of disease

  Your order delivered Express Post

$15.40 each inc GST for 5 or more
$22.00 each inc GST 1 to 4 plus postage

5 frame nucleus hives
$100 plus GST

Kangaroo Island Queen Bees
08 8559 5045

Email: kiqueenbees@hotmail.com
PO Box 142, Parndana
Kangaroo Island  5220

				B-QUAL      
    

For all enquiries call 1800	630	890
 or go	to	www.bqual.com.au

Industry	Owne
d	Quality	Assu

rance

• Train at home
• Audit every two years*
• Group Accreditation
• Practical quality assurance designed by 

beekeepers for beekeepers
• Industry trained auditors
• Free assistance hotline
• Farmbis approved*
• International recognition
• Packer premiums*
• Conditions Apply

NEW ZEALAND SAYS 
NO TO AUSSIE HONEY
The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) has 
considered the findings of an independent panel report on 
the requirements governing proposed future imports of 
bee products from Australia. 

MAF developed the requirements, known as an Import 
Health Standard (IHS), in 2006 but it was legally challenged 
by New Zealand’s bee industry. A subsequent judgement 
by the Court of Appeal quashed the IHS. 

In 2008, legislation was passed reinstating the IHS, but 
requiring a suspension on imports of Australian honey 
until an independent review panel had reported to the MAF 
Director General on aspects of the scientific evidence and 
risks associated with the proposed imports, and the Director 
General had then made a determination on whether any 
amendment to the requirements was required. 

The Director General has now reviewed those findings 
– in particular its recommendations for MAF to further 
consider science and risks posed by four organisms with 
potential impacts on the bee industry: European foulbrood 
(EFB); Paenibacillus alvei; Nosema ceranae; and Israeli 
Acute Paralysis Virus (IAPV). 

The report concluded that there is no need to make changes 
to the IHS as it relates to measures to manage the risks 
associated with European foulbrood. 

However, due to a lack of information and/or uncertainty in 
relation to the other three organisms – P.alvei, N. ceranae, 
and IAPV – the Director General has concluded that he 
is unable to make a judgement about aspects of the IHS 
relating to those organisms until MAF undertakes further 
work.  He also believes that recent evidence confirms the 
presence of P.alvei in New Zealand and therefore MAF 
will be approaching ERMA to have the status of this 
organism reassessed. 

N. ceranae and IAPV are organisms that emerged 
internationally as disease threats for beekeeping during 
the course of the MAF risk analysis and import health 
standard development process. Although MAF did look 
into the risks associated with these diseases late in the 
development of the risk analysis, there remains uncertainty 
as to their presence or absence in New Zealand and their 
susceptibility to the proposed heat treatment. 

MAF will therefore undertake surveillance to determine 
the presence or absence of N. ceranae and IAPV in New 
Zealand. Work will also begin on a supplementary risk 
analysis for these organisms to help make decisions on 
their management should they prove not to be present in 
New Zealand. 

This work programme, while potentially taking up to two 
years to complete, may be completed sooner. 

Honey imports from Australia will not resume until this 
work is completed and the IHS is able to be reassessed in 
the light of the results of this work. 

The full independent panel report is available at: 
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/imports/animals/
standards/beeproic.aus.htm
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AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL
Address: Suite 4, Level 2, 105 Pitt Street, Sydney  NSW  2000  Telephone: 02 9221 0911
Mailing Address: PO Box R838, Royal Exchange  NSW  1225  Facsimile: 02 9221 0922

Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au  Website: www.honeybee.org.au
Executive Director:  Mr Stephen Ware

AHBIC NEWS 
August/September Excerpts

ASSESSMENT OF HIVE-BASED LEVY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN HONEYBEE INDUSTRY

The Rural Industries Research and Development 
Corporation (RIRDC) has engaged independent consultants 
Garland Outcomes Pty Ltd to assess the feasibility of 
revising the levy arrangements for the honeybee industry.

The honeybee industry currently pays levies on sales of 
honey and queen bees, with levied funds being primarily 
used to support residue testing services for honey, 
and industry-supporting research and development 
investments.  The project has arisen from a proposal by 
the Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) that 
current levies might be replaced by a unified hive-based 
levy paid by all beekeepers in Australia on each managed 
beehive.

The purpose of this project is to provide independent advice 
to the honeybee industry on the potential implications, 
costs and benefits of the proposed changes, and the 
required processes and activities that would be involved 
in the establishment of such a levy.

For any changes to levy arrangements, the Commonwealth’s 
R & D levy principles, noted below, need to be considered 
and addressed:
•	 Is there a significant market failure in the industry to 

warrant a change to the existing levies structure?
•	 Does the proposed levy have majority support from 

potential levy payers?
•	 Has there been a reasonable attempt to inform all 

potential levy payers of the proposal and allow them 
to comment?

•	 Has the initiator of the levy proposal provided an 
analysis of any arguments opposing a levy?

•	 Is there an estimate of how much levy would be raised, 
a clear plan of how it would be utilised and the way(s) 
it would benefit levy payers?

•	 Is there majority support on the levy imposition and 
collection mechanism, or demonstration that the 
mechanism is equitable?

•	 Is the levy imposition equitable between levy payers?
•	 Is the levy imposition related to the inputs, outputs or 

value of production of the industry?
•	 Is the levy collection system efficient and practical, 

and does it impose minimal ‘red tape’ for business?
•	 Has the body that will manage levy monies been 

consulted, and is that body accountable to levy payers 
and Government?

•	 Does the industry have a plan to review the levy 
against the Levy Principles?

This project will examine and report on each of these 
principles with respect to the proposed changes.
 
The project will involve a number of stages including:

•	 data and information collection and review;
•	 consultation with key industry and government 

representatives (July-August);
•	 analysis and options development and industry 

discussions, and
•	 preparation of a report assessing the proposal against 

the criteria required to be met for implementation of 
such a levy.

The project will report to RIRDC in October 2009.

Garland Outcomes has extensive experience working with 
rural industries and government.  The project will be led 
by Bob Granger, a widely respected board chairman with 
extensive experience in executive management, research 
and development, agri-marketing, advocacy, project 
management and corporate governance.  Vicki Woodburn 
(nee Manson) will complement Bob’s experience by 
bringing expertise in policy analysis and evaluation from 
across the rural sector.
•	 Bob is currently the Chairman of several industry 

research advisory groups including apples and 
pears, mushrooms, cherries, and avocados, and was 
previously the Chairman of the Sugar Research and 
Development Corporation, Wholesale Ornamental 
Nurseries Pty Ltd and the Banana Industry Protection 
Board.  Bob was appointed by the Australian 
Government to be an Associate Commissioner for 
the Productivity Commission’s National Drought 
Review, involving extensive consultation across the 
Australian agricultural sector.

•	 Vicki is the Managing Director of Garland Outcomes.  
She prides herself on achieving timely customised 
outcomes for clients and has demonstrated this 
through her 15 years experience in the private and 
public sector.  She has led several high profile reviews 
including the Landcare Sustainable Industries Review, 
Review of the Produce and Grocery Industry Code of 
Conduct and the Evaluation of the Commonwealth 
Environment Research Facilities Program.  She has 
worked with over 20 agricultural industries to assess 
their current performance and prospects.

Bob Granger - Ph: 0413 310 867 or 
Email:  rgranger11@optusnet.com.au
Vicki Woodburn Ph: 0410 429 484 or
Email:  vrw@grapevine.com.au

CANADIAN HONEY COUNCIL RESTRUCTURE

We have been through a restructure and Canadian Honey 
Council (CHC) is now an organization of organizations. 
Our members are the seven (7) provincial associations 
and the co-op packer, BeeMaid honey.  There are nine 
(9) voting members because Alberta has two votes. One 
voting director is allowed for every 150,000 colonies so 
if any other provinces reach more than 150,000 colonies 
they can apply for a second voting director.
 
Our funding comes from the provincial associations, 
based on a formula that has been agreed to by them all.  It 

 33 Australia’s Honeybee News September/October 2009



is $7,500 for the basic fee plus 0.12 cents per hive.  The 
hive count is obtained from the official figures published 
by Statistics Canada for the previous year, so no-one can 
argue about the number.  

We send an invoice to the associations and they have the 
flexibility of charging their members whatever amount 
in whatever way they choose, to raise the money.  Each 
province is different.  Some have commissions so only the 
commercial beekeepers pay.  Others have a large number 
of hobbyists and they have kept the fee low for them but 
high for commercial members.  

There is an annual budget shortfall of about $50,000 which 
we make up with sponsorship and product sales.  So far it 
has worked out well.
 
We have no levy on imported honey.  It would be 
nice but our beekeepers are not ready to go with 
a mandatory levy inside Canada which would be 
required if we want to charge a levy on imported honey. 

Heather Clay, Chief Executive Officer

MEDIA RELEASE

A GOOD START – MORE ACTION REQUIRED

The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council is the peak 
body representing the Australian Apiary Industry in 
Australia representing: the Federal Council of Australian 
Apiarists’ Associations, the Honey Packers and Marketers 
Association of Australia, the Australian Queen Bee 
Breeders’ Association and the National Council of Crop 
Pollination Associations.

On 12 August 2009 the Federal Government released 
its response to the House of Representatives Standing 
Committee on Primary Industries and Resources Inquiry 
Report “More than Honey – the future of the Australian 
Honey Bee and Pollination Industries”.  This report 
contained some 25 recommendations (attached) relating 
to the ongoing wellbeing and profitability of the Australian 
Honey Bee and Pollination Industries.  Chairman of the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, Mr Lindsay 
Bourke, called the Government’s response to the Inquiry 
a good start but ongoing support and commitment by the 
Federal Government was essential to ensure the thrust of 
the report’s recommendations were implemented.

Mr Bourke noted that of the 25 recommendations that 
had been put forward by the Primary Industries Standing 
Committee only 5 had been rejected outright (17, 18, 19, 
20 & 21) whilst 6, 16 & 24 were noted but not supported 
by the Government.  Mr Bourke also observed that ‘noted’ 
would seem to suggest that the Government at least 
recognised the importance of those recommendations.  He 
also indicated that of the other Report’s recommendations 
the Federal Government had agreed to further progress 
them with relevant government departments, States and 
other stakeholders.  Mr Bourke said “that the proof of 
commitment was to ensure that the 17 recommendations 
that the Government had supported were progressed”.

Mr Bourke said “I would like to put on record my thanks 
to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on 
Primary Industries and Resources who put together the 
initial report and the Government through the Hon Tony 
Burke, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry 
and his department for their ongoing efforts to assist 

stakeholders address issues facing the Honey Bee and 
Pollination dependent industries”.

Mr Bourke indicated that of the 25 recommendations there 
were certainly a large number of contentious issues and he 
noted that one of the important outcomes of the report was to 
highlight the array of issues that confronted the Australian 
Honey Bee and Pollination Industries.  He indicated that 
he welcomed the Report and the Government’s specific 
responses to:

1. Recognising the importance of the industry to greater 
Agricultural and Pastoral Industries of some $4-6 
billion a year.

2. Acting on the need to increase biosecurity resources 
and the Government’s response included $300,000 for 
the next 2 years for Sentinel Hive Program and also 
the maintenance of a quarantine facility at Eastern 
Creek or at another venue.

3. Pledging greater resources to pollination and 
recognising the nation’s dependence on this important 
resource.

Industry looks forward to supporting the Government in 
the implementation of these recommendations.

Lindsay Bourke
Chairman
Phone: 0418 131 256
Email: queenvic@cradlemountainhoney.com.au

“More Than Honey: the future of the Australian 
honey bee and pollination industries”

LIST OF RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation 1 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government provide the necessary leadership, funding and 
organisational resources to establish and run Pollination 
Australia. 
Recommendation 2 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government fund research and training in the provision 
of paid pollination services as part of its contribution to 
Pollination Australia. 
Recommendation 3 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government fund research into alternative pollinators as 
part of its contribution to Pollination Australia. 
Recommendation 4 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government alter labelling requirements for agricultural 
chemicals to reflect their impact on honey bees and other 
pollinating insects. 
Recommendation 5 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government, in conjunction with State and Territory 
governments, establish guidelines for beekeeper access 
to public lands and leasehold lands, including national 
parks, with a view to securing the floral resources of the 
Australian honey bee industry and pollination dependent 
industries. 
Recommendation 6 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government provide incentives for the planting and 
conservation of melliferous flora under Commonwealth 
funded revegetation projects and carbon credit schemes. 
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Recommendation 7 
The Committee recommends that the Australian Government 
fund research into the impact of fire management on the 
Australian honey bee industry with a view to establishing 
honey bee industry friendly fire management practices. 
Recommendation 8 
The committee recommends that the Australian 
Government maintain and enhance the National Sentinel 
Hive Program with a view to ensuring that: 
•	 All major ports are covered by sentinel and bait 

hives; 
•	 All beekeepers are brought under the program, with 

priority given to those operating in the vicinity of port 
facilities; 

•	 Arrangements are made for an effective program of 
pre-border security; and 

•	 Government provides funding adequate to achieving 
the above objectives. 

Recommendation 9 
The committee recommends that the Minister for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry request that the 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
fast track the pre-registration of pesticides and other 
chemicals necessary to combat a Varroa incursion.
Recommendation 10 
The committee recommends that the Australian 
Government improve the nation’s incursion response 
capacity by providing for: 
•	 Better education of those charged with border 

protection; 
•	 Improved diagnostic capacity for pests and diseases; 
•	 The establishment of national diagnostic protocols; 
•	 The establishment of a national integrated pest and 

disease management protocol; and 
•	 The establishment of a comprehensive biosecurity 

research program for the honey bee and pollination 
dependent industries. 

Recommendation 11 
The Committee recommends that the Minister for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry establish a new honey 
bee quarantine facility as a matter of urgency, this facility 
to be commissioned prior to the closure of the current 
facility at Eastern Creek, and that: 
•	 This facility is integrated into a national honey bee 

and pollination research centre; 
•	 This facility have a containment laboratory for research 

on honeybee genomics and biotechnology; 
•	 The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

enter into immediate negotiations with his New 
South Wales counterpart to establish the new honey 
bee quarantine facility at the Elizabeth Macarthur 
Agricultural Institute, Camden, or some other suitable 
location. 

Recommendation 12 
The Committee recommends that the Minister for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry direct Biosecurity 
Australia to complete the import risk analysis for drone 
semen by the end of 2008. 
Recommendation 13 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government, in conjunction with State and Territory 
governments, establish and fund a national endemic bee 
pest and diseases control program. 
Recommendation 14 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government, in conjunction with State and Territory 
governments, establish bee biosecurity regions based on 
natural boundaries, being: 
•	 Eastern Australia, including New South Wales, 

Victoria, Queensland, Australian Capital Territory and 

South Australia; 
•	 Tasmania; 
•	 Western Australia; 
•	 Northern Territory; and 
•	 Kangaroo Island. 
Recommendation 15 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government, in conjunction with State and Territory 
governments, establish a national system of registration 
for beekeepers, bee hives and apiary sites. 
Recommendation 16 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government commit $50 million per annum in pursuit 
of biosecurity measures and research in support of the 
Australian honey bee industry and pollination dependent 
industries. 
Recommendation 17 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government request the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission to investigate pricing practices for 
honey within the honey bee industry and the retail sector. 
Recommendation 18 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government request the Productivity Commission 
investigate the long term viability of the Australian honey 
bee industry in respect of industry organisation, marketing 
structures and the financial viability of producers and 
packers. 
Recommendation 19 
The Committee recommends that the Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship look at the skilled migration 
program with a view to further refining opportunities 
for the honey bee industry and the emerging pollination 
industry. 
Recommendation 20 
The committee recommends that the Australian 
Government develop product standards for honey and 
other bee products with regard to food standards and 
chemical contamination in line with those in force in the 
European Union, and that all imported honey products are 
tested against this standard. 
Recommendation 21 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government develop labelling standards to more accurately 
reflect the place of origin and composition of honey and 
honey bee products. 
Recommendation 22 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government pursue the development of a uniform 
international standard for the testing and labelling of 
honey bee products and the removal of all tariffs on honey 
bee products. 
Recommendation 23 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government, in consultation with industry, reduce 
inspection charges, if possible, for queen and packaged 
bees to make the export of this product more cost effective 
to producers. 
Recommendation 24 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government establish a national centre for honey bee 
and pollination industry research, training and extension, 
funded as per Recommendation 16. 
Recommendation 25 
The Committee recommends that the Australian 
Government alter research funding arrangements to allow 
for: 
•	 Voluntary contributions to research funding to be 

matched by government funding; and 
•	 A levy on pollination services to be allowed under 

law.
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BEEKEEPING JOURNALS

AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL
For beekeeping information read the American Bee Journal

Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, 
including questions and answers.

1 year US$41.95, 2 years US$81.40, 3 years US$117.85
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted

For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2nd Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660

Email: abj@dadant.com    Website: www.dadant.com
The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly 

apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE
A. I. Root Co, 623 West Liberty Street

Medina   OH   44256  USA
Attn: Kim Flottum
Subscription rates:

1 year (international) US$38.50  
2 year (international) US$75.00  

(Discount for beekeeping association members)
1 year (international) US$34.00 
2 year (international) US$66.00 

Published monthly Website:  www.beeculture.com

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the 

Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.
Published monthly

Annual subscription:$58 Australia / $100 overseas
For more information and a free sample copy 

contact:  The Editor
PO Box 71, Chewton   VIC   3451

Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

The Buzz!
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $67.00)
For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA
1 Parma Street, Pt. Broughton  SA  5522

Phone: (08) 8635 2257  Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
INCORPORATED

Editor: John Humphries
Phone 02 4982 8715   Email: suejohn@bmr.net.au

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Magazine of the National Beekeepers’ Association 

of New Zealand  - www.nba.org.nz
Subscriptions:   Jessica Williams

PO Box 10792  Wellington  6143  New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254    Fax: 04 499 0876

Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising:   Leonie Young

Phone: 03 455 4486  Fax: 03 455 7286
Email: sales@southcityprint.co.nz

Premium Black Label Honey. 

In an easy pour pack   
  “You’ll never go back”

100% Australian Family Owned
100% Pure Australian Honey

Spring Gully Foods Pty Ltd
184 Cavan Road, Dry Creek 

South Australia 5094
Ph 08 8262 7555   Fax 08 8262 7127

www.springgullyfoods.com.au

Black Label 
...only the best
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 Apiary Services Australia Pty Ltd  23
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 Australian Queen Bee Exporters  20
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 Bee Engineering    29
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 Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies    8 
 Hornsby Beekeeping - FOR SALE   8
 Hunter Valley Apiaries   28
 Jz Bz’s Queen Cages   19
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 Kangaroo Island Queen Bees  35 
 Leabrook Farms Honey   36
 Mulder Apiaries    29
 NCI Packaging     30
 OAMPS Insurance Brokers  22
 C B Palmer & Co    19
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 Steritech Pty Ltd    29
 Stockleigh Apiaries    29
 Superbee     10
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 VIP Packaging    39
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CLASSIFIEDS

SA BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

2 Gawler River Rd, Lewiston SA 5501

*    Plastic foundation - Black
     Strongest made - best prices

 *    Excluders - welded wire
      Adelaide made - the best
   *    Recycled plastic cleats

Never rot or split

ALL YOUR APIARY NEEDS ARE
JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

Ph/Fax:  (08) 8380 9695
Email: beekeep2@bigpond.com.au

WANTED
10 Frame FD honey supers with drawn frames and 
without lifting cleats & deboxer in good condition

Phone: 0438 200 038

BRANCH NEWS 
SOUTHERN TABLELANDS 
The Southern Tablelands Branch held a Small Scale 
Beekeepers Field Day at Collector on Saturday 10 

October, 2009.  Approximately 150 beekeepers 
were in attendance and some came from as far as 
Bairnsdale in Victoria and Tasmania.  All showed 
interest in the speaking program and went away 
happy to have learnt something from the industry.  
The ST Branch gained four new members and 
Sydney Branch one, all joined on the day. 

A REMINDER
To all members that you can 
place your classifieds for free
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Suppliers of a full range of beekeeping equipment  
to distributors and commercial beekeepers  

throughout Australia.

• Queen Excluders • Galv. Hive Strappers

• Woodware • Bayvarol

• Honey Extractors • Galvanised Lids

• Plastic Feeders • Full Bee Suits

• Comb Foundation • Premium Leather Gloves

Contact us for our full up-to-date Price List by 
email: ecroyd@beehealthy.co.nz or phone or fax, 

or visit our website: www.ecroyd.com

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd

Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products

PO Box 5056 Papanui, Christchurch 8542, New Zealand 
6a Sheffield Crescent, Burnside, Christchurch

Phone: (03) 358-7498 • Fax: (03) 358-8789 
Email: ecroyd@beehealthy.co.nzwww.beehealthy.co.nz
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SHAPING TOMORROW
HELPING YOU WITH SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

For more information, visit www.vippackaging.com.au or call (03) 9765 2655
For more information, visit www.vippackaging.com.au or call Patrick Tomson on 0419 895 964.

THE BEE’S KNEES FOR YOUR 
BULK PACKAGING NEEDS!

Ideal for transporting bulk quantities of honey, VIP Packaging’s  
IBCs and drums provide two alternative solutions for your different 

filling, decanting and end-use requirements.

VIP Packaging is the leading plastic and steel packaging solutions provider in Australia and New Zealand. Our dedicated Sustainability 
Services division provides a 360° packaging solution with collection and rebottling services available for empty packaging.

1000Ls�

TAP DECANT & TOP FILLs�

IDEAL FOR LOCAL MARKETs�

NEW & REBOTTLED IBCSs�

200Ls�

TOP DECANT & TOP FILLs�

EXPORT PREFERREDs�

NEW & RE-MAKE DRUMSs�
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