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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Season
Rain over many areas of the State has allowed hives to 
breed out well in the north.   Southern areas are suffering 
from dry, however hives have made good bees.  Honey 
flows are fairly scarce, with Canola almost finished, 
Winter Iron bark is almost over, some good honey was 
extracted in the north.  Bees in coastal areas have bred up 
well, however Iron bark budding is very patchy so Summer 
honey flows will have to come out of other species.

Honey Prices
Due to very low stock levels and no major supply 
improvements, prices have remained firm in the $3kg 
range.  It is disappointing to see the major packer dropping 
their prices again.  Given the US exchange rate at present 
is around  70c and world honey stocks at relatively low 
levels Australian prices should firm up in the next few 
weeks.

Illegal Spraying
Sprays have caused some concern in the central west 
where some farmers were using “Rogor” which is a 
very deadly spray on honeybees.  I understand that one 
agronomist has refused to use this spray and is advising 
farmers not to.  There is recourse available to beekeepers 
if they are aware that chemicals are being used illegally.  
The Department of  Environment and Climate Change 
Hotline Phone number is 131555.  If the name of the spray 
operator and the farmer or property name is relayed to the 
DECC, they can ensure that this spray operation, if illegal, 
will not continue.

Plague Locusts
As you are aware there are currently locusts hatching 
in many areas.   Insecticides are likely to be used where 
locusts are known or suspected to have laid eggs, some 
of which will continue to kill locust hoppers (young 
adults) for 8-10 days after application and therefore offer 
advantages where hatchings are staggered.  

Bees foraging in these areas will be at risk if there are 
locust outbreaks.  Farmers are being issued with a chemical 
called Fenitrothion 1000 which may have significant 
effects on your bees.

New Transport Legislation
Authorities of NSW Transport have given twelve months 
grace to primary industry over the need to fill out a work 
diary for trips shorter than 100kms.  Industry intends to 
support this policy.

NPWS Sites
We have been advised that the National Parks & Wildlife 
Service has concerns with beekeepers using sites before 
a consent form has been issued.  Please ensure that you 
have GPS coordinates for all your sites and a consent 
form is issued.  We have also heard from quite a few 
beekeepers that the time taken to issue consent forms is 
excessive (sometimes months).  We hope to address this 
with NPWS. 

Vale
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Ted Porter on 
8 October.  Ted was a foundation member of the Central 
Tablelands Branch and an active member of the NSWAA 
for many years.  Our sincere sympathies are extended to 
Val and the family. 
 
Bill Weiss
State President

    B-QUAL      
    

For all enquiries call 1800 630 890
 or go to www.bqual.com.au

Industry Owned Quality Assurance

• Train at home
• Audit every two years*
• Group Accreditation
• Practical quality assurance designed by 

beekeepers for beekeepers
• Industry trained auditors
• Free assistance hotline
• Farmbis approved*
• International recognition
• Packer premiums*
*Conditions Apply
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TasPorts Agribusiness Award

This award is presented to the business which demonstrated 
outstanding export achievement in the field of agricultural 
products, services or technology, including processed 
foods and beverages and the forestry, fisheries and fibres 
industries.

The winner of the 2008 TasPorts Agribusiness Award is: 
Australian Quality Honey Pty Ltd (Blue Hills Honey)

Mawbanna’s Charles family has been producing honey in 
Tasmania’s far north-west since 1955. It is a tradition that 
has passed through two generations and the final product is 
as pure today as it was 50 years ago - the premium honey 
is sourced from the family’s 1600-hive apiary nestled in 
the pristine Tarkine wilderness.

Australian Quality Honey only started exploring its export 
potential in 2004, seeking advice from its local Business 
Enterprise Centre, Austrade and the Department of 
Economic Development.

After considerable research Australian Quality Honey 
developed a marketing strategy, started to build up an 
awareness of its Blue Hills brand, made overseas market 
contacts and made a major investment in new production 
facilities.

Today the company’s honey, including its flagship 
Leatherwood variety, is packaged and promoted as a 
gourmet product, aimed at the middle to high end of the 
market. Australian Quality Honey’s targeted approach to 
exporting has resulted in export markets being established 
in a diverse range of countries including Germany, the 
United States, Malaysia, the United Kingdom, Indonesia, 
Japan and Hong Kong.

Mr Robert Barns (Tasports) with Nicola and Robbie 
Charles of Australian Quality Honey Pty Ltd

2008 TASMANIAN 
EXPORT AWARDS

MAF Biosecurity New Zealand (MAFBNZ) will 
revoke all movement controls associated with Varroa 
bee mite, effective from 25 September 2008.
 
“Seventeen beekeeping operations in Waimakariri 
and Selwyn Districts have been confirmed positive for 
Varroa. High levels of mites detected in some operations 
suggest Varroa may have been present for six months 
which suggests Varroa is established and widespread,” 
said MAFBNZ Incursion Manager Richard Norman. 
 
“Tracing has identified more than 150 beekeeping 
operations with hives within 5 kilometre radiuses of 
apiary sites belonging to infested operations. These 
operations are at risk from local spread of Varroa. 
The infestation in North Canterbury is now beyond 
the point where it can be eradicated or contained in a 
localised programme. 

“In addition, the high densities of hives in the 
Canterbury region and the lack of geographical 
barriers means there is little scope for an effective 
movement control line to progressively withdraw 
down the South Island.
 
“It has been inevitable that Varroa would spread 
from the Nelson region. Movement controls can only 
attempt to reduce the risk of human-assisted spread 
– they do not address local spread by bees drifting 
between hives, robbing, and swarming,” said Richard 
Norman.
 
MAFBNZ intends to use some of the remaining funds 
from the response to help beekeepers in the South 
Island adapt to the newly detected spread of Varroa 
through advice, hive testing and education workshops.  
 
“We will also discuss with industry and research 
providers whether there are immediate, high value 
research needs that remaining funds could assist. 
 
“MAFBNZ appreciates the assistance of beekeeping 
industry leaders and individual beekeepers throughout 
the Varroa response,” said Richard Norman.
 
Varroa remains a notifiable organism and beekeepers 
in un-infested areas should report suspect finds of 
Varroa to MAFBNZ on 0800 80 99 66.
 
More information is also available on the MAFBNZ 
website www.biosecurity.govt.nz

NEW ZEALAND TO REVOKE 
VARROA  MOVEMENT 

CONTROLS
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THAT’S MY OPINION  
By Greg Roberts

Heavy Vehicle Driver Fatigue Reform

The new National Road Transport Heavy Vehicle Driver 
Fatigue laws for vehicles with a Gross Vehicle Mass 
(GVM) of more than 12 tonnes were to commence on 29 
September 2008.  However the new Minister for Roads, 
Michael Daley MP, announced that he is to introduce 
some exemptions for the next 12 months, this would give 
him time to consult with transport industries and primary 
industries.   These changes exempt primary producers 
from filling out the new work diary if they travel less than 
160km from their home, also exempt are truck drivers who 
don’t travel more than 100km from their base.  For the 
short term these exemptions will bring NSW in line with 
the other eastern States.

It is reported that over 80% of the national transport 
system is in NSW or passes through this State.  So often 
when Governments bring down new legislation the devil 
may be within the detail.  Some years ago, when I was 
State president, I was contacted by the NSW Government 
advising that there were to be changes to the Occupational 
Health and Safety (OH&S) laws and that these laws 
would be married into other legislation, for example the 
OH&S Act has been amalgamated into the Forestry Act.  
The new Heavy Vehicle Driver Fatigue laws will require 
transport parties to meet their responsibilities under OH&S 
legislation.

Standard Hours options would suit most beekeeping 
businesses; it sets out minimum rest and maximum 
work hours.  For example for your record keeping 
requirements:
•	 Every 5 ½ hours you will be allowed 5 ¼ work hours 

with 15 minutes of continuous rest

•	 Every 8 hours you can have 7 ½ hours of work time 
with 30 minutes of rest time in lots of 15 continuous 
minutes of rest

•	 Every 11 hours will allow you 10 hours of work with 
60 minutes of rest again in lots of 15 minutes.  

•	 Every 24 hours there is allowed 12 hours of work time 
with 7 continuous hours of stationary rest, 

•	 Every 7 days there is allowed 72 hours of work with 
24 continuous hours of stationary rest, 

•	 Every 14 days there is to be no more than 144 hours of 
work time with 2 nights of rest and 2 nights rest brake 
taken on consecutive days.  

If your business requires more flexible hours then you may 
have to consider Basic Fatigue Management (BFM) which 
under accreditation will allow 14 hour work shifts or 
Advanced Fatigue Management (AFM) which will allow 

you to create your own safety management system again 
linked to accreditation.

I attended the Goulburn RTA Seminar and it was explained 
to me that beekeepers working time within their apiaries 
would not be counted as work diary time, however loading 
and unloading of bee hives and honey supers will need to 
be recorded as work diary time.

I have always believed that when it comes to changes to 
legislation industry should always work with Government 
to set standards that suit our industry rather than take the 
risk of bureaucracy setting the bar to high.  These new 
exemptions are only for 12 months.  I believe our industry 
has a lot of consultancy work to do with Government.

World Report

I mentioned in my last report the high percentage of bee 
hive colony losses throughout the world and the possible 
effect on world honey production and pollination.  In the 
UK the colony losses have been very high and it has been 
reported that they may be out of locally produced honey 
by Christmas.  Canada’s losses were 35% which equates 
to about 200,000 hives.  The Canadian Honey Council has 
approached their Government for $50million for disaster 
relief for their beekeepers.  The Working Group of the Bee 
Research Institutions believe around 30% of colonies have 
died in Germany and have advised their beekeepers to 
treat for Varroa mite on time because of an abnormal warm 
winter.  Italy, Switzerland and many European countries 
have suffered similar losses.

As I have stated before the changes to land management on 
the Argentine prairies have resulted in losses of beekeeping 
natural resources.  In some provinces of Argentina they 
have established deadlines for migratory beekeepers to 
enter and exit each federal territory.  Migratory beekeepers 
will be allowed to enter some provinces to pollinate crops 
but in some cases they will be forced to return to their 
own provinces before any honey production takes place. 
This I think is to protect local beekeepers and their bee 
sites.  All of this is contributing to a decline in Argentine 
honey production and I believe the days of this country 
producing 100,000MT plus of honey per year, on a regular 
basis, are over.

India is a country that has been increasing its production for 
a number of years now, however over 90% of their export 
honey samples have been found to be contaminated with 
residues of antibiotics and lead.  It is likely that Europe, 
UK and Canada may ban Indian honey imports.  With this 
high percentage of contamination Australia should also 
ban Indian honey as there is always some irresponsible 
person willing to import such honey and mix it with our 
clean product to bring down contamination levels.
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How to Use Your New Work Diary
It’s time to manage heavy vehicle driver fatigue. New 
national road transport Heavy Vehicle Driver Fatigue laws 
to commence on 29 September 2008, set revised work 
and rest limits for heavy vehicle drivers and require better 
management of driver fatigue. The reform makes all parties 
in the supply chain legally responsible for preventing driver 
fatigue.

A new work diary
The new laws include the introduction of a driver work diary 
to replace the existing driver log books. A work diary can 
be either written or electronic, but, whatever form it take, 
it must contain a record of the driver’s work/rest history as 
required under legislation. 

The written work diary contains similar information to 
the existing logbook and is issued by a road authority. 
Drivers must complete daily sheets to record their work/
rest history. 

An electronic work diary is an electronic device or system 
fitted to the heavy vehicle to monitor and record the 
work and rest times of a driver. It must be approved as an 
electronic work diary by a road authority.

Who must use a work diary?
You only have to use a work diary if you are driving:
•	 a heavy vehicle; - with a GVM over 12 tonnes (except a 

bus or tram); - that is part of a combination, if the total 
of the GVMs of the vehicles in the combination is over 
12 tonnes; or

•	 a bus with more than 12 seats.

Work time is the time spent driving heavy vehicles or
buses on or off the  road, or doing tasks
related to their operation (eg: pre-trip inspection).

When should you use a work diary?
You must use the work diary if you are working:
•	 in NSW or Tas (regardless of the distance travelled); 

or

•	 more than 100km from your base (200km in Qld); or

•	 under Basic Fatigue Management (BFM) or Advanced 
Fatigue Management (AFM) (you must carry a copy of 
the operator’s BFM or AFM accreditation certificate at 
all times); or

•	 under a work/rest hours exemption (you must carry a 
copy of the work/rest hours exemption at all times).

Drivers required to use a work diary must keep a work diary 
in the vehicle which contains records of your work and rest 
time within the last 28 day period. If you travel in WA or 
the ACT for less than 7 days you must continue to use the 
work
diary.

You must only ever record information at any one time in 
a single work diary. This includes electronic work diaries.  
However, if you used a paper work diary for part of the 
previous 28 days you need to keep that paper work diary in 
the vehicle for compliance purposes.

If you have changed from using an electronic work diary to 
a paper work diary, you must carry printouts of your daily 
records for the previous 28 days with you.

Who keeps the copies of your work diary pages?
Each daily sheet (marked ORIGINAL) must remain in the 
work diary. Each daily sheet has two copies. You must give 
the first copy (marked DUPLICATE) to the person you are 
currently working for as soon as possible or within 21 days 
of the date recorded on the daily sheet.

You should keep the second copy (also marked DUPLICATE) 
in the work diary unless you have worked for two separate 
employers within the same 24 hour period. In this case give 
a copy to each employer. Otherwise retain the second copy 
in the work diary unless it is requested by an authorised 
enforcement officer who may remove it.

If you are self-employed you must keep copies of your 
work diaries and daily sheets for 3 years for audit purposes. 
If you are an employed driver, your employer must keep 
these copies for 3 years.

What should you do with your work diary if you are 
stopped at the roadside?
If you are stopped by an authorised officer or a police officer 
for a roadside inspection, you must produce your work diary 
for inspection. The officer may ground you for 24 hours if 
you do not. The officer may remove a duplicate of each 
work diary daily sheet from your work diary if required. 
You can ask the officer to make a note in your work diary if 
you have been stopped for more than 5 minutes.

How do you get a new work diary?
If you have nearly filled up your work diary, you can get a 
new one by applying in person to a road agency. The road 
agency will cancel the unused pages in your work diary.

What if your work diary is lost, stolen or destroyed?
If your work diary is lost, stolen, destroyed or filled up 
before you can get a new work diary you must report this in 
writing to a road agency within 2 business days. You have a 
maximum of 7 business days to get a new work diary. Until 
you are issued with a new work diary, you must continue 
to record all work and rest time in a supplementary record. 
This must contain the same information as you would record 
in your work diary.

Any supplementary record must be treated the same way 
as your work diary. You must keep a copy of each daily 
supplementary record in the vehicle for 28 days after it is 
made and give a copy to your employer within 21 days, 
who must store it for 3 years.

If your lost work diary is returned to you after you have 
been issued with a new one you must immediately cancel 
any unused daily sheets in the old work diary by writing 
CANCELLED across each unused page and notify the road 
agency as soon as possible.

How to fill in your work diary
It is important to always use a blue or black ballpoint pen 
and record all entries legibly. Make sure you apply enough 
pressure so your entries are transferred and clearly recorded 
on the duplicate sheets. You must complete a daily sheet 
for the full 24 hours of each day during which you are the 
driver of a heavy vehicle or bus.

HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVER FATIGUE REFORM
 New National Road Transport Laws
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You must start a new daily sheet every time you change 
work/rest options, if you change to a driver base located 
in a different time zone or you start working for a different 
employer. If your shift is recorded over more than one daily 
sheet you should leave the balance of the work and rest 
timelines blank.

On each daily sheet you must record:
•	 your full name, licence number, date, State or Territory 

of your base, State or Territory your licence was issued 
and the day of the week;

•	 whether you are a Solo or Two-up driver, the work/
rest option you are working under (and your operator’s 
BFM or AFM accreditation number if you are working 
under BFM or AFM) and if you are working under a 
work/rest hours exemption;

•	 the location (rest area, truck stop, suburb or town) of 
where you are when you start work, have a work/rest 
break and when you stop work (including when you 
change from a Solo to Two-up driver or vice versa);

•	 the odometer reading of the vehicle when you start and 
stop work including all work/rest changes;

•	 the number plate of the vehicle you are operating when 
you start and stop work including all work/rest changes; 
and if you change vehicles in that 24 hour period;

•	 the time spent working Solo and/or Two-up and resting 
by drawing a line in the appropriate rows along the 24 
hour timeline;

•	 the total time spent in 24 hours working Solo and/or 
Two-up and resting in appropriate boxes at the end of 
each timeline (if you use more than one daily sheet in 
24 hours, record the total time spent in that 24 hour 
period on the last daily sheet);

•	 if applicable, the Two-up driver’s full name, work diary 
number (if it is a written work diary), driver’s licence 
number and State or Territory their work diary was 
issued; and

•	 the signatures of both the driver and Two-up driver (if 
applicable) at the bottom of every daily sheet.

False or misleading records
A driver must keep an accurate work record in their 
possession. Severe penalties apply to drivers who:
•	 record information in a work diary that they know, or 

ought to know, is false or misleading;

•	 have more than one written work diary (other than a 
filled-up work diary);

•	 record information for the same period in more than 
one work diary;

•	 deface or change a work record they know, or ought to 
know, is correct;

•	 pretend they have made a work record or made an entry 
in a work record when this is not the case;

•	 make an entry in someone else’s work record (unless 
otherwise permitted, e.g. a police officer making an 
annotation or a two-up driver’s counter-signature);

•	 destroy a work record before the end of the period for 
which they are required to be kept (the law requires 
records to remain readable and easily understood 
as evidence); and tamper with the operation of an 
electronic work diary.

If a driver becomes aware or suspects the vehicle’s electronic 
work diary or odometer is faulty, the driver must report the 
problem to his or her record keeper (e.g. supervisor) as soon 
as possible. The record keeper must ensure the electronic 
work diary is examined and returned to working order 
as soon as possible. Vehicle owners must ensure faulty 
odometers are operating correctly.

Further information
Information on managing fatigue and details of driver, operator 
and consignor responsibilities under the new Heavy Vehicle 
Driver Fatigue regulations are available online on the National 
Transport Commission and State and Territory road transport 
agency web sites. Two useful publications are the Guidelines for 
Managing Heavy Vehicle Driver Fatigue (2007) and Guidelines 
for using Napping to Prevent Heavy Vehicle Driver Fatigue 
(2007) available from the NTC website: www.ntc.gov.au  
National Transport Commission - Phone: (03) 9236 5000
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OBITUARY
Edward George (Ted) Porter

20/7/1927 - 8/10/2008
It is with much regret that we have to announce the passing 
of Ted Porter, on Wednesday after a lengthy battle with 
prostate cancer. Ted has left behind his wife Val, six sons 
and daughters- in- law, sixteen grand children and four 
great grand children.

Ted was born in Portland NSW and grew up at Yetholme. 
He went to school at Kirkconnell and then started an 
apprenticeship as a baker in Bathurst. His mode of transport 
in those early days was a push bike.  Unfortunately he 
was hit by a car, breaking his leg. During his recuperation 
at Yetholme he befriended a local farmer who gave him 
work. Ted enjoyed this vegetable and orchard farming life 
style and never went back to the bakery. Ted had also by 
this stage collected bee hives from hollow trees and was 
fascinated by the way they worked and collected honey.

By the early 40’s Ted had acquired a local run down farm, 
requiring hard work erecting new rabbit proof fences, and 
clearing  blackberry bushes soon becoming a full time 
vegetable grower of sprouts, cabbages, potatoes and peas. 
All the produce was sent to the Sydney markets. During 
this time Ted was also putting his collection of bees into 
proper bee boxes and increasing the number of hives 
whilst keeping them in the local area. He was assisted 
with information from Dick Bland who was also living at 
Yetholme in those days.

As the 50’s rolled around Ted found a local young lass, 
Val Bromfield, who use to work on her father’s vegetable 
farm, and by 1951 they were married. They both worked 
on their farm which Ted called “Warrawee” and continued 
increasing the number of hives, requiring the purchase of 
a new Bedford truck and with the influence of Dick Bland 
and Murray Charlton, whom Dad met when Murray was 
broken down on the road, Ted decided to start travelling 
further afield. By this time Ted’s brother Eric, who had 
been working with central west beekeepers, decided to 
branch out in his own business. Ted and Eric had separate 
businesses but both worked together, helping one another. 
This arrangement is how three of Ted’s sons work together 
today in their beekeeping business. During the mid to late 
50’s, Val and their three eldest sons joined Ted, living 
in tents, empty houses on the properties they used or in 
caravans. Areas that they worked in were Tullamore, 
Tomerong, Tamworth and Nundle, with strong friendships 
being formed with the farmers. 

Even today Ted’s sons still use those properties and the 
friendships are still there but now with the original farmers’ 
sons. This friendship is certainly testament to a bonding 

and use of another’s resource, while helping them on their 
farm without being expected to pay for the privilege. 

This life style continued until their eldest son was of school 
age, requiring Val and boys to stay at home looking after 
the farm while Ted was away at the bees. 

Ted was a foundation member of the Central West Apiary 
Branch in the early 60’s and during this time continued 
to enlarge his vegetable farming enterprise by purchasing 
an extra property, planting an apple orchard and also 
increasing his hive numbers. While Ted worked his bees, 
Val and their sons, as they became old enough, helped to 
run the farm.

As his sons started to leave school two of them worked 
along side Ted with the bees. Ted’s stable, hard working 
influence and ethics put all his sons in good stead to go their 
own way in life, doing what they wanted be it beekeeping, 
transport business, building or mechanical game and he 
was always there to help which he enjoyed immensely, 
having great satisfaction in watching their young families 
and business grow.

By this time the vegetable and orchard farming had 
disappeared and as all their children had left school Ted 
and Val again started going away together, working their 
bees or holidaying. During these years they regularly 
attended the NSW state conferences and helped on the 
honey stand at the Royal Show, as well as helping in their 
sons business.

Ted’s astute and hard working ethics continued for some 
time after being diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2000.  
He sold his bees to Robert and Malcolm, leaving more time 
to travel around with Val and help their sons as required.

During his last few months Ted was still able to be at home 
on weekends, enjoying his family and seeing everything on 
the farm working as usual. The bees in the front paddock, 
the cows around the gate, and the many chooks in the pen, 
that Ted had collected and bred.

Ted passed away very quickly and peacefully at St 
Catherine’s Nursing home two days after his last weekend 
at “Warrawee”.  His funeral was held in Yetholme on 13 
October and was attended by a large number of family 
members and many friends. 

Ted’s beekeeper friends along with two bee hives formed 
a guard of honour as a final farewell to Ted.
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  BEEKEEPING
   JOHN L. GUILFOYLE PTY LTD.

     
 email: john@johnlguilfoyle.com.au ABN 57 548 699 481

38 Begonia Street Shop 6 299 Prospect Road 2 Wells Street
Inala  82 Victoria Street Blair Athol Bellevue
Brisbane  Werrington Adelaide Perth
Qld  4077  NSW  2747 SA  5084 WA  6056

Ph: (07) 3279 9750 Ph:  (02) 9623 5585 Ph:   (08) 8344 8307 Ph:   (08) 9274 5062
Fax: (07) 3279 9753 Fax: (02) 9673 3099 Fax: (08) 8344 2269 Fax: (08) 9274 7142

PO Box 518 PO Box 4011 PO Box 128 Email:
Inala Qld 4077 Werrington NSW 2747 Kilburn SA 5084 guilfoylewa@tnet.com.au

Please phone, write, fax or email your closest branch
 for a copy of our current catalogue and price list
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The Dewar family are proud to announce the formation 
of Dewar Corporation Pty Ltd. RL & PE Dewar 
(formerly Dewar Apiaries -30 years experience) have 
amalgamated with RJ Dewar Apiaries and my wife 
Melissa to form this new family company.

I have taken on the responsibility for staff supervision, 
management of the honey hives (both organic and 
non-organic) and maintenance of the queen rearing 
colonies.  This will free up Dad to concentrate on queen 
cell production for organic royal jelly and commercial 
queen production.  He will continue to be the master 
queen bee breeder and will continue his key role in the 
national queen breeding improvement program.  Mum, 
Paula will still perform the insemination of breeder 
queens for us as well as the national program.

This new venture will ensure a continuation of our high 
standards of queen production for both commercial 
and breeding stock.

Let us design a queen program for you.

Robert J Dewar (Chairman)
Ph: 07 5463 5513

Email: rmdewar@bigpond.com

Try Dewar’s Queens- They produce a 
better drop

Proud to be a member of the new, industry owned, 
Australian Queen Bee Breeding Group

Queens are caged on a 21 day cycle in line with current
 research results.

Queen Cells- by arrangement                   
Breeder Queens available

Payment :  Prior to Despatch 
Queens posted via Express Post Satchels

Foundation Member: Australian Queen Bee Breeders 
Association Inc. (est. 1985)

DEWAR Corporation
2157 Lake Moogerah Rd

Kalbar   QLD  4309
Phone: (07) 5463 5633
Fax: (07) 5463 5619

Email: lpdewar@bigpond.com

Untested Queen Bees

1 to 9 ................. $20.00
10 to 49 ............. $17.00
50 to 99 ............. $15.50
100 and over ..... $14.00

These prices include GST
Free postage on orders over 5 queens
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S Kamberg & Company 
(Food Brokers from USA) 
September 2008

With the demand increasing for light amber honey, 
mostly as a lower cost replacement for white honey, 
light amber honey prices continue to escalate as this 
demand rises.  At the same time, with what appears 
to be the best US white clover honey crop in several 
years, there was a very brief period where it looked 
like white honey prices may dip.  Prices firmed up 
very quickly though as packers started to buy, and 
those white honey prices are now again rising.  With 
some US beekeepers holding honey off the market 
for higher prices, white honey prices will probably 
continue to rise, which in turn will also raise light 
amber honey prices.

Argentina raw honey prices are at historically high 
levels.  Europe continues to buy most of that honey 
with their much stronger Euro compared to the US 
dollar.  Inflation has also driven Argentina honey 
prices higher. With most of the 2008 Argentina honey 
crop sold and several months before their new crop 
comes in, those prices should remain strong.  Brazil 
has been a strong honey supplier into the US market 
the last few years, but now with the European ban on 
Brazilian honey lifted, more of that honey will end 
up in Europe and this will raise prices on that honey 
coming into the US.  Likewise, honey from Chile and 
Uruguay, which once found its’ way to the US, is now 
ending up in Europe.  Brazil has good potential to 
increase their honey production, and incentive should 
be high with current raw honey prices. This could 
help to ease worldwide honey supply shortages in the 
future.
 
The Canada honey crop will be below average due 
to poor weather conditions and heavy bee losses last 
winter.  Canada honey prices could be higher than US 
honey prices.
  
New crop india honey should enter the market in 
January helping to supplement the extra light amber 
and white honey supply.  Prices for this honey could 
enter the market at prices lower than US honey prices, 
but could escalate quickly if demand is heavy. 
 
Vietnam has become a good supplier of light amber 
honey into the world market producing about 40 
million lbs.  Last years’ honey crop has been sold, 
and their new crop won’t enter the market until about 
February.  Vietnam honey prices will probably be even 
higher than last year’s historically high levels because 
of inflation and heavy demand for their honey.

US HONEY UPDATE

 13 Australia’s Honeybee News September/October 2008



DOUG’S COLUMN
Doug Somerville
Technical Specialist, Honeybees - NSW Department of Primary Industries - Goulburn

CANOLA – AFTER THE EVENT

Every year I receive enquiries from Canola growers 
and beekeepers about the risk to honey bees of using 
one or other chemicals on flowering canola crops.  
Personally, I do not like canola as a floral resource 
due to the down sides and yes, I have had experience 
of bees on Canola crops.

Even though there is a small body of evidence to 
indicate that honey bees benefit canola crops by 
increasing yields and evening up the crops maturity, 
growers of Canola by and large would appear 
indifferent to spraying canola crops in flower.  This 
quite often comes down to a perception of risk.  

As a grower I am not paying for the bees (in most 
cases) but I am paying for the advice from the local 
private agronomist.  He/she tells me that aphids are 
now causing significant damage to my crop and I 
should apply a chemical to control the aphids before 
significant damage is done to the crop.

Thus I would suggest that the ‘stronger’ message is 
likely to be, go ahead and spray my crop as I do not 
have a cost associated with the bees.  The role of honey 
bees in canola crops and flowering crops in general has 
been and continues to be severely undervalued.  With 
the threat of Varroa mites and the media attention on 
this subject over the last 12 months this perception 
has changed in some quarters, but only slightly.

This year I received a disturbing number of calls 
mainly from beekeepers who expressed concern 
about the threat of bees being sprayed while they 
were foraging on Canola.

Canola blossom is extremely attractive to bees.  
Foraging bees have been recorded to fly several 
kilometres to access Canola nectar and pollen.  Thus 
it could potentially be very difficult for beekeepers 
with bees in areas where Canola is being grown to 
place their hives out of harms way.

What was particularly worrying was the chemicals 
being reported.  While there are chemicals with low 
impact on honey bees for use on flowering canola 
crops, these were either ignored, in short supply or 
deemed too expensive.  A number of reports received 
indicated that dimethoate was being suggested as a 
chemical to control aphids.  This chemical is extremely 

toxic to honey bees with a toxicity to honey bees in 
excess of three days.  Besides the fact this chemical is 
not registered for use on flowering Canola crops.

Now we know that the incidence of major pests will 
vary from year to year and location to location, so the 
aphid problem experienced on such a wide scale this 
year may not be repeated for several years.  Even so 
where do you stand as a beekeeper?

The Pesticides Act 1999 is the primary legislative 
instrument controlling the use of pesticides in NSW 
and is administered by the Department of Environment 
and Climate Change (DECC).  The underlying 
principle of the Pesticides Act is that pesticides must 
only be used for the purpose described on the product 
label and all the instructions on the label must be 
followed.  Consequently, all label directions must be 
read by or explained to the user prior to each use of 
the pesticide.

A regulation was gazetted on 14 December 2001 
requiring all commercial pesticide users, i.e. all 
farmers and spray contractors, to keep records of their 
pesticide application (Records Regulation).

While no set form has to be used, records must include 
the following:

•	 full product name
•	 description of the crop or situation
•	 rate of application and quantity applied
•	 description of the equipment used
•	 address of the property, identification of the area 

treated and order of paddocks treated
•	 date and time of the application (including start 

and finish)
•	 name, address, and contact details of the applicator 

and of the employer or owner if an employee or 
contractor is the applicator

•	 estimated wind speed and direction (including 
any significant changes during application)

•	 other weather conditions specified on label as 
being relevant (e.g. temperature, rainfall, relative 
humidity)

Records must be made within 24 hours of application, 
be made in legible English, and kept for 3 years.
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A second regulation (User Training Regulation) 
commenced on September 1 2003.  This regulation 
requires all commercial pesticide users to be trained 
in pesticide application.

In the event that you suspect that your bees have been 
sprayed by a chemical not registered for the intended 
purpose you should contact the Department of 
Environment and Climate Change on 131 555 (local 
call cost throughout NSW, except on mobile phones).  
Any delay will reduce the chances of the DECC 
officers being able to collect sufficient evidence of the 
impact on your bees.

For further information on the role of DECC refer to 
their web site: www.environment.nsw.gov.au

From information obtained from the NSW DPI 
Insect and Mite Control in Field Crops Management 
Guide (2007) there is only one chemical formulation 
recommended for use on aphids.  This is pirimicarb 
with three registered trade names; Aphidex, Pirimicarb 
and Pirimon.  This chemical is said to have a very 
short persistence with a very low toxicity to honey 
bees.  Where as dimethoate which is not registered for 
use for aphid control on flowering canola is extremely 
toxic to honey bees with a persistence (active residue) 
for 3 days.

Clearly if growers and spray applicators do the right 
thing and use pirimicarb, this will seriously reduce 
the risk to honey bees foraging on flowering crops.  
On the other hand if growers or spray applicators use 
dimethoate on flowering canola then the risk to honey 
bees is extreme and bee deaths are a certainty.

If you experience bee deaths and you have cause to 
suspect the illegal use of a pesticide then ring the 
DECC hotline on 131 555 otherwise my advice would 
be to avoid canola if possible.

References:
Hertel K, Roberts K (2007) Insect and Mite Control in 
Field Crops – Management Guide, NSW Department 
of Primary Industries.

Rhodes J, Scott M (2006) Pesticides – a guide to 
their effects on honey bees.  Primefact 149, NSW 
Department of Primary Industries.

Wilson L, Mensah R, Dillon M, Wade M, Parker 
N, Scholz B, Murray D, Heimoana V, and Lloyd R 
(2005) IPM Guidelines – Impact of insecticides and 
miticides on predators on cotton.  Cotton Catchment 
Communities, www.cotton.crc.org.au.
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FOUNDATION
PLASTIC

The Best Plastic Foundation 
You Can Buy

No more wiring required !
SAVE TIME AND MONEY, BUY

THE TRIED AND PROVEN
FOUNDATION THE FIRST TIME.
Finally a plastic foundation that bees

accept. This foundation is manufactured
 by a beekeeper for beekeepers, is tried 
and proven and dominates sales in USA

and Canada.

Sheet sizes available; FD, WSP & Ideals
in either White or Black.

Buy from the Australian Distributor
Sheets in stock now

FRAMES

Maharangi

Select Grade;  Potentially the best
 quality frames available Standard

 Frames for wiring and Double groove
 frames with 13mm bottom bar for

 plastic foundation.

Buy from the
 NSW Distributor

WAX
Wax foundation milled to the

thickness you require

Manufactured using the weed
process

Have your own wax milled or
exchanged for foundation in stock

Competitive

WAX WANTED 

QUEENS
Quality Queens bred from selected A.I.

breeder queens, from your own breeding
program.  New imported stock and our

proven Australian lines.

No queens caught under 21 days
1 -5             $17.60
6 - 49          $16.50
50+             $15.50

Queen Cells $5.50 minimum 20
Free postage 21 plus queens 

Add $8.00 postage for shipments 
20 and under

Terms: Payment before despatch
Member Australian Queen Bee

Breeders Association

HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
COL & LINDA WILSON  PO BOX 180, KURRI KURRI  NSW  2327

Ph/Fax:  (02) 4930 4950
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Spring hatching began during the last week of September 
in the eastern Riverina and southern Central West of New 
South Wales.  Over forty reports of nymphs emerging 
at high densities in Narrandera, Forbes, Wagga, 
Condobolin, Gundagai, Young and Murray Rural 
Lands Protection Board (RLPB) areas were confirmed 
by RLPB staff by the end of the month.  Hatchings 
were at band density in numerous locations, but at 
this stage only small bands of first instar nymphs have 
formed, mostly less than 200 m long.  Further hatchings 
are expected in Hume, Riverina and southern Murray 
RLPB areas, and across northern Victoria during the 
first week of October.  Warm weather during September 
caused eggs to complete development rapidly and peak 
hatching has occurred up to a week earlier than expected. 
 
A widespread nymphal infestation with many small 
bands will develop in the Riverina and Central 
West of New South Wales, and in North Central 
Victoria during October and November.  The 
overall scale of likely control operations is difficult 
to predict, but experience from recent spring 
outbreaks in these regions indicates a potential for 
more than 25,000 ha of control.
   
Landholder identification and control of small 
bands on farmland will be critical to minimising 
the impact of locust nymphs on crops and pastures 
during October.  Control of extensive areas of 
high density bands will be coordinated if required 
by RLPBs, NSW and Victorian Departments 
of Primary Industries and the APLC, with 
cooperation across jurisdictions.
  
High density hatchings are occurring in Murray, Wagga, 
Narrandera, Condobolin and Forbes RLPB districts, 
extending into the western edge of Gundagai and Young 
RLPB districts.  Egg laying also occurred in southern 
areas of Dubbo and Molong, and in Riverina and Hume 
RLPB areas, where hatchings will begin in early October.  
RLPB staff plan to begin control in early October and 
have commenced distribution of pesticide to landholders.  
Nymphs in the Riverina and Central West will reach 
mid-instar stage from 10 October and fledging will 
begin in early November.  Adult population density 
will increase to high densities and there is the potential 
for swarms to form during November.

In Victoria spring hatchings will begin from early 
October in the area bounded by Wodonga, Wangaratta, 

Rushworth and Echuca. High density nymphs are 
likely to develop in some locations during October and 
November and control is anticipated by DPI Victoria 
and landholders.

Population density is low in the NSW Northwest 
Plains, Far West and Far South West regions.  
Surveys in Queensland also indicated a very low 
population density in most regions during September. 
 
September surveys in northern South Australia identified 
a very low density adult population in the Far North and 
around the southern Flinders Ranges.  

Al locust activity must be reported to your local 
RLPB or NSW Department of Primary Industries.

A toll-free call to the Australian Plague Locust 
Commission can be made on 1800 635 962.  An 
answering machine is attached for after-hours calls.  
Reports can be sent through the APLC web page at 
www.daff.gov.au/aplc

 AUSTRALIAN PLAGUE LOCUSTS

Stockleigh Apiaries
Specialising in 

CAUCASIAN
QUEENS

1 - 9        $19.20
10 -24     $17.60
25 - 49    $15.95
50 plus    $14.85

Causcasian Breeder Queens - Natural pure
mated on a remote island - POA

Prices GST Inclusive; Post & Packaging extra
Terms: Payment 10 days prior to despatch

For orders contact:

John Covey
Ph: 07 5546 9294   Mob: 0427 046 966

Email: j_covey@softhome.net

PO Box 72  Jimboomba  QLD  4280
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29 Branches Australia and New Zealand wide
Call Grant or Adam

(02) 4954 6411
for your nearest branch

■ Laboratory Balances: 0.001g - 3kg
■ Bench Scales: 3kg - 30kg
■ Platform Scales: 30kg - 600kg
■ Pallet Scales: 600kg - 6,000kg
■ Trade Approved Scales
■ Label Printing Scales

www.wedderburn.com.au
grantw@wedderburn.com.au

■ Create brand awareness
■ Cost-effective labels
■ Create & print your own labels
■ Ingredients & nutritional information
■ Leading supplier of labels - Roll

Labels, Sheet Labels, Gloss
Labels, Matt Labels, Paper Labels or Poly
Labels

■ You name it, we make it!!

Scales and Labels

July and August specials:

10% off feeders ordered before August 31st.

3 litre feeder (same size as a single frame) 
normally $14.85 now $13.35

5 litre feeder (same size as two frames) 
normally $16.05 now $14.45

Suppliers of:
Redpath’s Quality “Weed” Process Comb Foundation 

Alliance (NZ) Beekeepers Woodware

Lega (Italy) Honey Extractors and Pumps

Pierce (USA) Electric Uncapping Knives

Beeco (Aust) Stainless Steel Smoke 

Nassenheider “Fillup” Auto Dose Honey packers 

Ecroyd (NZ) Bee Suits

Redpath’s Beeline Apiaries Pty Ltd
Trading As: Redpath’s Beekeeping Supplies A.B.N. 54 063 940 161

193 Como Parade East, Parkdale Vic 3195, Australia

Phone (03) 9587 5950 Fax (03) 9587 9560        

Email redpaths@redpaths.com.au Website www.redpaths.com.au
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SEASONAL OUTLOOK
NEW SOUTH WALES

Southern NSW
Rain is key to most prospects for spring, Canola flowering 
has been cut short in western areas, due to hot dry winds 
& lack of moisture. Canola in more eastern areas has 
responded well to some useful rain, but more is needed. 
Some honey is being produced and colonies are breeding 
well.  

Late Mugga Ironbark is yielding well on the slopes but 
may be cut short if hot conditions prevail.  Yellow Box is 
yielding in some locations.  Paterson’s Curse needs a lot 
more rain to have any chance of producing a reasonable 
crop.  River Red Gum still looks promising for summer 
and Spotted Gum on the South Coast is still carrying good 
bud for winter ‘09.

Northern NSW
Yellow Box should be okay [if some rain and warm nights 
eventuate] some honey could be produced.  Mugga, 
Caleys, Narrowleaf and Broadleaf Ironbarks have yielded 
reasonably well but are almost finished.   Prospects after 
Christmas are non-existent.  Some gums are budded, rain 
pending!

Neil Bingley

North Coast
Many beekeepers have split hives to make up for winter 
losses.  There is some interest in patches of Grey Ironbark 
many beekeepers are hoping for good rain on the clover 
county on the tablelands.

Central Coast
On the sandstone country Yellow Blood wood is flowering 
at present providing pollen  - generally bees in the area had 
a poor spring with very little swarming.

Sydney
Forest Red Gum is just starting to flower and general nectar 
has been in very short supply.  Small hive beetle numbers 
seem to be low.

Central West and Slopes
Showers on the slopes and tablelands should help the later 
flowering crops of Canola and Paterson’s Curse and Blue 
Weed on the tablelands.  Some beekeepers are moving 
onto patches of Mallee.  

Canola plantings have not been as extensive as in other 
years, but more genetically modified crop has been 
planted.   

Under current labeling laws the honey from the GM 
Canola crops don’t have to be labeled as GM because of 
the very small amount of detectable GM material in the 
resulting honey.

Bruce White

QUEENSLAND

Continued light falls of rain across Queensland have given 
an air of optimism for a reasonable crop.  Bees are breeding 
well everywhere and swarming is becoming a problem.
The Downs
Now the warmer weather is here Narrowleaf and Broadleaf 
Ironbark are starting to produce, with good prospects of 
Hill Gum and Yellow Box to follow.

South East Cost and Wide Bay, Burnett
Most hives are on Macadamia and Avocado Pollination.  
Grey Ironbark has patchy bud and will be a hit or miss 
affair.  

Brush Box is a good prospect for December/January, but 
we will have to wait and see how well it buds.  River 
mangrove is well budded and is a good prospect for 
October, for those fortunate enough to have sites on a very 
limited resource.

Channel Country
Very few hives have been taken to the far west this year, 
but the few that were, had mixed results, with very little 
honey produced.

Central Queensland
Prospects look fairly poor at this stage.  Overall, I predict 
an average crop between now and Christmas.

Roy Barnes

AUSTRALIAN NECTAR PTY LTD
ABN 55 124 222 395

EXCESS HONEY?
Australian Nectar is a family owned business dedicated 
to bringing pure Australian individual variety honey to 

the domestic and international market.

If you have pure, rare and interesting honey of any 
quantity, please contact us.

Karen Workman,  Director
Ph: 02 9233 3396   kworkman@nectar.com.au

www.australianectar.com.au

 19 Australia’s Honeybee News September/October 2008



The bumble bee Bombus terrestris is native to Europe, 
as well as the near east, Mediterranean islands, part 
of the north coast of Africa, the Canary Islands and 
Madeira (Hingston 2007). Feral populations occur 
throughout Tasmania, with the exception of some 
offshore islands (Hingston 2006), and also in New 
Zealand, Japan, Chile, Mexico and Uruguay (Hingston 
2007). However, it is not established on the Australian 
mainland.
 
Two applications have been made to import B. 
terrestris to the Australian mainland for pollination of 
crops inside greenhouses. The first of these (Goodwin 
& Steiner 1997) was rejected. However, a second 
application (Australian Hydroponic & Greenhouse 
Association 2005) is currently being assessed by 
the Australian Department of Environment and 
Heritage.

 
Because B. terrestris feeds on nectar and pollen, it 
is a potential competitor for food with commercial 
honey bees, and Tasmanian apiarists expressed their 
concern about this to me at the Tasmanian Beekeepers’ 
Association AGM in 2005 (Hingston 2007). Research 
in Tasmania validates their concerns. I consider 
the introduction of B. terrestris to the Australian 
mainland to be a threat to the honey industry because 
of the high probability that B. terrestris will escape 
from greenhouses and form feral populations at high 
density across a vast area, forage on a wide variety 
of plants that are important to the honey industry, 
and reduce nectar and pollen availability to honey 
bees in these plants by being able to forage at lower 
temperatures than can honey bees. 

Bombus terrestris is a hairy bee with broad black 
and yellow bands, whose stocky body ranges in 
length from 8 mm to 35 mm. It has annual colonies 
in pre-existing cavities in or near the ground. Queens 
establish the colonies on their own after having mated 
with a drone.

The use of colonies of B. terrestris in greenhouses 
on the Australian mainland is likely to lead to the 

establishment of feral populations. A representative 
of the bumblebee-production industry has stated 
“Over 50% of hives within the greenhouse can expect 
to produce these queens. The diameter of the flight 
hole is such that it should prevent the egress of the 
larger-sized queens, but in practice, some queens and 
males escape into the glasshouse environment. Thus, 
whilst not all commercial hives will produce queens 
and the number per hive will be small, some can 
be expected to escape into the natural environment, 
where they will be fertilised by escaping males” and 
“there is a risk that a limited number of fertilised 
queens will escape from commercial glasshouses 
into the environment. Whilst the overall numbers will 
be few, some feral colonies will establish” (Griffiths 
2004). Similarly, the first application to import B. 
terrestris to the Australian mainland stated “While it 
is not the intention to establish feral populations, it is 
anticipated that improper use or accident could result 
in bumblebees establishing in the wild” (Goodwin & 
Steiner 1997).

Two climatic models of the potential geographic 
range of B. terrestris on the Australian mainland were 
produced as part of the current application to import B. 
terrestris to the Australian mainland (McClay 2005). 
Model 1, based on the climates within the entire 
natural distribution of B. terrestris, predicted that it 
could spread across most of Victoria, the eastern half 
of NSW, almost all the way up the Queensland coast, 
south-eastern SA, and a large area in south-western 
WA. Model 2, based on the climates in the United 
Kingdom where subspecies B. terrestris audax occurs, 
predicted that this subspecies would be restricted 
to coastal and high elevation areas in Victoria and 
NSW and a small area in south-eastern SA. However, 
in the absence of evidence that the natural range of 
B. terrestris audax is limited by climate rather than 
the North Sea and English Channel, McClay (2005) 
concluded that B. terrestris audax “could establish in 
broader areas of Australia, possibly approaching the 
limits of the potential distribution of B. terrestris” as 
determined from Model 1. 

Does the introduction of bumble bees pose 
a threat to the Australian honey industry?
Dr Andrew B. Hingston
School of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania
hingston@utas.edu.au
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Studies of B. terrestris in Tasmania indicate that feral 
populations could spread quickly and reach high 
densities on the Australian mainland. It spread rapidly 
through native vegetation in Tasmania (Hingston 
& McQuillan 1998; Hingston et al. 2002; Hingston 
2006), and a colony in a national park produced at least 
304 new queens and 939 workers/drones (Hingston 
et al. 2006). It comprised 43% of visits to flowers 
of Gompholobium huegelii (Hingston & McQuillan 
1999), up to 92% of flower visitors to Eucalyptus 
ovata (Hingston 2007), and up to 100% of flower 
visitors to Lupinus arboreus (Stout et al. 2002).

Bombus terrestris is a potential competitor with 
commercial honey bees because of its broad diet 
(Hingston & McQuillan 1998; Hingston et al. 2002) 
and capacity to forage at lower temperatures than 
honey bees (Corbet et al. 1993). It forages on a very 
wide variety of plants in Tasmania, including many 
species that are important to the honey industry such as 
eucalypts, banksias, clovers, thistles and blackberries 
(Hingston & McQuillan 1998; Hingston et al. 2002, 
2006; Hingston 2007). Bombus terrestris often starts 
foraging on eucalypts earlier in the day than do honey 
bees, and also forages at other times when it is too 
cool for honey bees, thereby reducing the amount of 
nectar available to honey bees (Hingston 2007). On a 
warm day (max. temp. 28.2°C), B. terrestris started 
foraging at 7 a.m. By 8 a.m. flowers exposed to B. 
terrestris contained less than half as much nectar as 
those from which it was excluded. Hence, less nectar 
was available when honey bees started foraging 
at 9 a.m. (Hingston 2007). On a day that was too 
cold for honey bees to forage (max. temp. 12.8°C), 
B. terrestris foraged continuously from 6 a.m. until 
6 p.m., comprised 92% of all flower visitors, and 
prevented nectar accumulating for honey bees to 
collect on subsequent warmer days (Hingston 2007). 
The potential for B. terrestris to harm the honey 
industry is highlighted by observations on several 
species of plants in Tasmania where large numbers of 
honey bees were only seen in areas that B. terrestris 
had not yet invaded, suggesting that competitive 
exclusion may be occurring (Stout et al. 2002).
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Truck Mounted
Forklifts

Lowest rear overhang (1080mm)
High power-to-weight ratio
Innovative compact design &
low tare weight 
Fast mount & dismount (60 seconds)
Ergonomic design with safe driver position
KingLifter S (compact) model also available

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
Clark Equipment Australia Pty Ltd – Heavy Equipment Division

Phone: +61 2 9477 8446  • Fax: +61 2 9476 2241  

Email: kinglifter@clarkequipment.com  • Website: www.clarkequipment.com

KingLifter M
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OAMPS Insurance Brokers is proud to be a supporter of the NSW Apiarists’ Association. 
Our staff are experienced in providing comprehensive insurance solutions to members and
protecting Apiarists against the specific risks that affect your business.
Our staff treat you like a queen bee, providing specialist insurance for your
needs including:
�ß 3OUNDßKNOWLEDGEßOFß!PIARISTS ß́NEEDS
�ß 2ISKßMANAGEMENTßADVICEßANDßSUPPORT
�ß 7ORKERSßCOMPENSATIONßASSISTANCE
�ß 1UALITYßINSURANCEßCOVERßFORß!PIARISTSß�ASßWELLßASßOTHERßINSURANCEßSOLUTIONS	
�ß 0REMIUMßFUNDINGß�PAYßYOURßPREMIUMSßINßINSTALMENTSßTOßFREEßYOURßCASHß¾OW	
�ß %XPERTßINSURANCEßADVICE
�ß #LAIMSßHANDLINGßSUPPORT
�ß !SSOCIATIONßENDORSEDß/!-03ßPRODUCT

OAMPS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD ABN 34 005 543 920 AFSL 238312 

Don’t get stung with 
the wrong insurance

Get the sting out of your insurance – 
give David Benn a buzz on

(02) 6933 6600
4HEß2IVERINAß#O/Pß"UILDING
41 Moorong Street Wagga Wagga NSW
david.benn@oamps.com.au
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A very closely watched sentinel hive
Nicholas Annand, NSW DPI -  Bathurst

There is a colony of bees being used as a sentinel 
hive at Darling Harbour, Sydney. This may sound 
like nothing unusual as many of the international 
ports around Australia have sentinel hives in close 
proximity to monitor for incursions of pests and 
diseases such as varroa, tropilaelaps and tracheal 
mites. However this hive, I would like to bet, would 
be the most scrutinized sentinel hive in the country by 
a long way. It is a display colony that is set up down on 
the Darling Harbour foreshore locate within Sydney 
Wildlife World. The bees are in a glass display hive 
that is presented within another large glass display 
cabinet which is full of large web spinning spiders 
from far North Queensland who enjoy the occasional 
supplementary feed of any escapee bees.

The hive is owned by Eric Whitby and Eric kindly 
provides the voluntary services involved in monitoring 
this particular sentinel hive. Boris Lomov the 
Inverterbrete Section Supervisor for Sydney Wildlife 
World was keen for the inclusion of the honey bee 
colony which has been on display since October 2007. 
Boris provides the day to day care for the colony with 
guidance from Eric who visits every 3 months to do 
the monitoring for the sentinel hive program. The 
bees are free to come and go from the display cabinet 
via some PVC plumbing pipes connecting them to 
the outside world but additional food is required to 
maintain the colony. 

Each day hundreds, if not thousands of people 
move through the building. The active nature of the 
bee colony draws great interest from those passing 
by, curious to see the inner working of a European 
honey bee colony.  So thousands of sets of eyes are 
examining the bees each week.  The hive has been 
used as a sentinel hive since the beginning of the year. 
However because of the design of the display hive only 
adults bees could be collect for examination from the 
colony initially. However the colony died during the 
winter which then provided the opportunity for Eric 
Whitby (the hive owner) to make some adjustments 
to the display hive cabinet. One of the changes Eric 
added was a sliding draw that allows the placement 
of a sticky mat covered by mesh (stop bees getting 
stuck on it) in the bottom of the hive which is used in 
combination with miticide strips to test for external 
mites on the bees. This allows the hive to be used as 
fully functioning sentinel hive in the same way that is 
done for other sentinel hives around Australia.

Eric in collaboration with Sydney Wildlife World, are 
also planning on adding display signage to explain the 
hives use and importance as a sentinel hive and the 
significance of preventing incursions of exotic honey 
bee pests for the well being of the honey bee and 
agricultural industries in Australia. This will provide a 
great opportunity to teach the general public about the 
importance of honey bees to Australian agriculture and 
to emphasize the benefit of preventing an incursion 
of varroa, troplilaelaps or tracheal mite and the role 
the sentinel hive program plays in this. The public 
having a better understanding of the apiary industry 
and the role pollination services play in the economy 
will only help strengthen support for the industries 
survival. Perhaps all those peering sets of eyes may 
even spot an unwanted intruder on the bees, but let’s 
hope there are no intruders to see. So if you get the 
opportunity to visit the Sydney Wildlife World, take 
a look. It has a huge range of Australian wildlife on 
display in the heart of the city, made even better with 
the inclusion of a honey bee hive that is also used in 
the National Sentinel Hive Program. 

Eric Whitby beside his display colony prior
to installation at Sydney Wildlife World
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R E C I P E S
LAMB WITH HONEY 
MUSTARD SAUCE

450g lamb back straps
1 green onion, chopped
375ml beef stock
2 tablespoons honey
1 ½ tablespoons mustard
2 teaspoons cornflour
Olive oil
Salt & pepper
Water

Brush the lamb with a little olive oil and sprinkle with 
salt and pepper.  Heat a large non-stick frying pan over 
medium-high heat.  Add the lamb and cook (in batches if 
necessary) for 4 minutes each side or until cooked to your 
liking.  Remove, cover with foil and keep warm, allowing 
the meat to rest.

Combine the cornflour and 1 tablespoon water in a small 
bowl and whisk until a smooth paste forms.  Place the stock, 
honey and mustard in a small saucepan over medium heat 
and cook, stirring, until sauce comes to a simmer.  Add the 
cornflour mixture and green onion, stirring constantly to 
avoid lumps forming in the sauce.  Cook for another minute 
then set aside.  To serve, thickly slice the lamb.  Serve with 
honey mustard sauce and a selection of vegetables or rice.

HONEY CUPCAKES

125g butter, softened
¼ cup caster sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
½ cup honey
2 eggs
1 ¼ cups plain flour, sifted
1 teaspoon baking powder
½ cup milk
Lemon Icing
½ cups icing sugar, sifted
2 ½ tablespoons lemon juice

Preheat oven to 160°C.  Place the butter, sugar and 
vanilla in an electric mixer and beat for 10-12 minutes 
or until pale and creamy.  Add the honey and continue 
to beat until well combined.  Add the eggs, one at a 
time, beating well after each addition.  Fold through 
the flour, baking powder and milk, spoon into four 
12-hole x 1 ½ tablespoon capacity mini muffin tins 
lined with patty cases.  Bake for 10-12 minutes or 
until cooked when tested with a skewer.  
To make the lemon icing, place the icing sugar and 
lemon juice in a bowl and stir to combine.  
Spoon icing over cakes.  Makes 48

HONEY GINGER CAKE

1 cup self raising flour
1 cup plain flour
½ teaspoon carb soda
2 teaspoons ground ginger
½ teaspoon mixed spice
½ cup caster sugar
90g butter
¾ cup dark honey
¾ cup milk
2 large eggs

Sift the flours, soda and spices into a mixing bowl. Add 
sugar and make a well.  Melt butter with honey in a 
saucepan then pour into the well.  Add milk and eggs and 
beat thoroughly.  Line a 20cm square (5cm deep) cake tin 
with Gladbake.  Pour mixture into lined tin.  

Bake in a moderate oven for 45 to 50 minutes.  Remove 
from oven and allow to cool in the tin.  Turn out, cut 
into squares.  Serve plain or with a little softly whipped 
cream.  

STOP PRESS
Australian Queen Bee 

Breeders Program
The Australian Queen Bee Breeders Program run 
by the Australian Queen Bee Breeders Group 
(AQBBG) will shortly have a small number 
of queen bees available for sale.  These are 
Instrumentally Inseminated queens that have been 
run in eight (8) frame hives during the winter.

They are partially evaluated by Laurie Dewar.  
Laurie can be contacted on 07 5463 5633 if you 
wish to discuss the performance of these queens.  
These queens are suitable for using to rear queens 
for your own operation or for sale to other 
beekeepers.

These queen bees are available for $500 each (no 
GST) and will be provided on a first come first 
pick basis.  

Please contact Laurie Dewar to place your order. 
Either phone or email at lpdewar@bigpond.com

 
Trevor Weatherhead
Secretary, AQBBG
14 October 2008
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The German Coalition against Bayer Dangers today 
brought a charge against Werner Wenning, chairman 
of the Bayer Board of Management, with the Public 
Prosecutor in Freiburg (south-western Germany). The 
group accuses Bayer of marketing dangerous pesticides 
and thereby accepting the mass death of bees all over the 
world. The Coalition introduced the charge in cooperation 
with German beekeepers who lost thousands of hives after 
poisoning by the pesticide clothianidin in May this year.

Since 1991 Bayer has been producing the insecticide 
Imidacloprid, which is one of the best selling insecticides 
in the world, often used as seed-dressing for maize, 
sunflower, and rape. Bayer exports Imidacloprid to more 
than 120 countries and the substance is Bayer´s best-
selling pesticide. Since patent protection for Imidacloprid 
expired in most countries, Bayer in 2003 brought a 
similarly functioning successor product, Clothianidin, 
onto the market. Both substances are systemic chemicals 
that work their way from the seed through the plant. The 
substances also get into the pollen and the nectar and can 
damage beneficial insects such as bees.

The beginning of the marketing of Imidacloprid and 
Clothianidin coincided with the occurrence of large scale 
bee deaths in many European and American countries. Up 
to 70 per cent of all hives have been affected. In France 
alone approximately 90 billion bees died within ten years, 
reducing honey production by up to 60%.

Harro Schultze, attorney of the Coalition against Bayer 
Dangers said: “The Public Prosecutor needs to clarify which 
efforts BAYER undertook to prevent a ban of Imidacloprid 
and Clothianidin after sales of both substances were 
stopped in France. We´re suspecting that Bayer submitted 
flawed studies to play down the risks of pesticide residues 
in treated plants”. In France Imidacloprid has been 
banned as a seed dressing for sunflowers since 1999 and 
in 2003 was also banned as a sweet corn treatment. The 
Comité Scientifique et Technique, convened by the French 
government, declared that the treatment of seeds with 
Imidacloprid leads to significant risks for bees. Bayer´s 
application for Clothianidin was also rejected by French 
authorities.

Bayer´s Board of Management has to be called to account 
since the risks of neonicotinoids such as Imidacloprid 
and Clothianidin have now been known for more than 
ten years. With an annual turnover of nearly 800 million 
Euro neonicotinoids are among Bayer´s most important 
products. “This is the reason why Bayer, despite serious 
environmental damage, is fighting against any application 
prohibitions”, says Philipp Mimkes, speaker of the 

Coalition against Bayer-dangers. The Coalition demands 
that Bayer withdraw all neonicotinoids from the market 
worldwide.

The accusation of flawed studies is confirmed by the 
Canadian Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) 
which judged on Bayer´s Clothianidin application: “All 
of the field/semi-field studies, however, were found to be 
deficient in design and conduct of the studies and were, 
therefore, considered as supplemental information only. 
Clothianidin may pose a risk to honey bees and other 
pollinators, if exposure occurs via pollen and nectar of 
crop plants grown from treated seeds”. PRMA adds: “It 
should also be noted that Clothianidin is very persistent in 
soil, with high carry-over of residues to the next growing 
season. Clothianidin is also mobile in soil.”

In May 2008 German authorities blamed clothianidin for 
the deaths of millions of honeybees. The German Federal 
Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL) 
suspended the registration for eight pesticide seed treatment 
products, including Clothianidin and Imidacloprid, on 
maize and rape.

PESTICIDES CAUSE MASS DEATH OF BEES
Charge against Bayer´s Board of Management  -  Germany, 25 August 2008

 
  AUSTRALIAN      EXPORTERS
        ABN 96 078 192 300
 
 PRICES....

Under 50 ....................... $15.30 each
50-99 ............................. $14.80 each
Over 100 (in total) ........ $14.30 each
For orders over 200 discounts apply

  For Orders or Enquiries Contact:

WARREN & ROSE TAYLOR
1800 024 432 FREE CALL

from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
Email: aqbe@bigpond.com.au

or write: 58 Marshalls Lane
BLAYNEY   NSW   2799

Fax: (02) 6368 3799
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HORNSBY BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES

63a Hunter Lane HORNSBY  NSW  2077

Ph: (02) 9477 5569
Fax: (02) 9477 7494

For all your beekeeping needs 
Products include:

Alliance Frames & Boxes
Top Quality - Best Prices

Sherriff Protective Clothing - Jenter Queens
Rearing Kits - Extractors - Hive Barrows - 
Smokers - Section Frames & Accessories 

- Bamboo, Wire & Plastic Queen Excluders 
- Foundation Wax - Books etc.

Open: 9am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 4 pm Saturday

Mastercard -Visa

Horizontal Extractors 36 - 192 frame
Wax Melters

Capping Spinners
Reducers & Conveyors
Large Radial Extractors

Centrifuge - Heat Exchange

PO Box 187, 1994 Finley Rd, TONGALA  VIC  3621
Phone: 03 5859 1492  Fax 03 5859 1495

Mob 0407 547 346
www.prestigestainless.com.au

If it’s stainless,
we can make it!

 We also custom build to your requirments

s High Quality Food grade virgin plastic

s Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance

s Natural cell size

s�Mitred bottom corners

s 6mm engagement tongue

Std colour Black, White & Beige 

Other colours available with large orders (5000+)

FULL DEPTH FOUNDATION SHEETS

Contact:  
MAX CANE APIARIES
9 McGibbony Crt,  Ararat,  Vic,  Australia

Ph 03 53 522 995  Mob 0427 501 551

OR 

DALRYMPLE VIEW APIARY SUPPLIES
65 Forde St,  Allora,  Qld,  Austalia

Ph (07) 46 663 635 Mob 0407 762 847

A u s t r a l i a

ABN 65 561 108 274

Plastic Beehive Components
Made in Australia by Max Cane Apiaries

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN 
CAGES

- Money & Time Saver
- Improves Queen acceptance

- Quick & easy to place in hive

 Plus
 60 Queen Shipping Boxes
 Banking Bars
 Queen Cell Cups - Easy Fit
 Cell Protectors
 Queen Candy

 SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’ PH: 02 6887 2202
 MINORE ROAD, MS6 FAX: 02 6887 2255
 DUBBO   NSW   2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS

The Cost Effective Queen Shipping & 
Introduction System
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The story so far:

•	 Back on 4 May, 2007 a nest of Asian honey bees 
(Apis cerana) was found in the mast of a boat in 
Portsmith in Cairns.

•	 Subsequent checking, between 16 May and 8 
November 2007, found another six (6) nests in 
the nearby area.

•	 As nothing was found in the next few months 
it was hoped that all nests had been found and 
that was it.

•	 However on 29 July, 2008 a nest was found in an 
avocado tree in Green Hill, about 10 kilometres 
south of where the original nests were found.  
The owner of the property said it had swarmed 
a few days previously.

•	 Three (3) days later a swarm was found in a 
tree several hundred metres from this nest.  It 
is thought that this was the swarm from the 
avocado tree.

•	 Then on 13 September a nest was found just 
south of Gordonvale near Walsh’s Pyramid and 
another one in the same area on 24 September

•	 From 22 September to 25 September, three (3) 
nests, one had already been sprayed by a pest 
controller, were found in the Parramatta Park/
Bungalow area of Cairns. This was within five 
(5) kilometres of the first find back in 2007.

•	 On 29 September, another nest was found in 
Portsmith not far from where the first find was.

All nests have been destroyed and most have been 
sampled.  So far there have been no Varroa found in any 
of the nests.

Samples for DNA determination have been sent to Dr 
Ben Oldroyd at the University of Sydney to determine if 
we were looking at one swarm, which has subsequently 
swarmed, or if there had been more than one incursion.  
This was for the samples collected up to 1 September.  The 
results came back that “The genotypes are compatible 
with the 4 colonies being headed sister queens mated 
to brother drones.  You don’t seem to have the mother 
(introduced) colony in there – no colony is more variable 
than the rest.”

Not all colonies were able to be sampled but from the 
above it would seem that we had one primary swarm 
which was the original incursion at some time and 

all swarms have come from that colony or daughter 
colonies.  Samples from the latest finds have been sent to 
Dr Oldroyd for DNA determination to see if we are still 
dealing with the progeny from the original incursion.

The Queensland Department of Primary Industries and 
Fisheries (DPI&F) Biosecurity Section has control of 
the eradication and they have good staff in Cairns.   Our 
industry has had people go up to Cairns to help out with 
surveillance.  I will publish as list of these volunteers 
in the next newsletter.  QDPI&F have been footing the 
bill for the travel and accommodation of our industry 
people.  The QBA must thank QDPI& F for picking up 
this tab.

President Rodney and I have had a meeting with the 
Chief Veterinary Officer for Queensland, Ron Glanville, 
and the General Manager for Animal Health, Allison 
Crook, and they have assured us that at this stage there 
is no thought of declaring the Asian bee as endemic and 
stopping the eradication program.  This is reassuring 
for us as I am of the belief that we have every chance 
of eradicating the Asian bees from Cairns.  It will take 
persistence and patience but it is achievable.

To date there have been no more nests found and 
surveillance is being carried out in a 10 kilometre 
radius from the found nests.  It is hoped that there will 
be no more nests found.  However, if there are, it will 
mean that it is good to be finding and destroying these 
nests.  At this stage, I personally see no reason why 
the eradication will not succeed.  It is just a matter of 
looking.  The areas already surveyed will need to be 
checked again to show at a later date that there are no 
more nests in the area.

Trevor Weatherhead
12 October 2008

THE ASIAN HONEY BEE INCURSION IN CAIRNS

APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

T A  & F H  Bradford
PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc
Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231
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Interested in having some of your 
eggs (honey!) in another basket? 

Talk to us to find out for yourself if 
Beechworth Honey can offer benefits 

that could be positive for your operation.

“We don’t aim to be the biggest, 
just the best to do business with!”

Steven & Jodie Goldsworthy 
Ph: 02 6033 2322

Steven  - Mobile 0419 559 242

Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd
38 – 40 Hammersley Rd

(PO Box 450)
Corowa NSW 2646

www.beechworthhoney.com.au

     QUEEN BEES
       ITALIAN

        Prices effective from 1 July 2004
  UNTESTED
  1-5 ............ $22.55 each                       
  6-10 .......... $19.25 each                       
  11-49 ........ $15.95 each                               CREDIT CARDS
  50+ ........... $14.00 each                    WELCOME

ISOLATED MATED BREEDERS $220.00 EACH

DENMAR APIARIES
PO Box 303, Murgon, Queensland 4605

Phone: (07) 4168 6233   Fax: (07) 4168 6133
International Ph: +61 7 4168 6233  Fax: +61 7 4168 6133

Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

TERMS
7 DAYS

Late Payments
Add $1 Per Queen

          AUSTRALIAN
          QUEEN BEE

          LINE
           ABN 63 181 851 647

Italian and Carniolan Queens
Prices GST Inclusive

Postage & Handling extra
1 - 9      ............. $16.50 each
10 - 49   ............ $14.00 each
50 - 99  ............. $13.50 each
100 & Over ....... $13.00 each

For your convenience, EFTPOS facility is 
available and credit cards are most welcome.

Order with payment.
Terms & conditions apply

For orders and enquiries please call:
Charlie or Brenda Casido

Ph/Fax: (02) 6360 4113    Mobile: 0434 353 301
Email: ozqueenbeeline@optusnet.com.au
39 Boronia Crescent, Orange  NSW 2800

(PO Box 80)



Reproduced with kind permission of WorkCover NSW. 

Many workers and employers believe manual handling 
relates only to lifting and hard physical labour. In fact, 
manual handling is any activity that involves lifting, 
pushing, pulling, carrying or moving, holding or restraining.  
It also includes sustained and awkward postures and 
repetitive movements.

Research also suggests that many people believe safe 
manual handling is commonsense.  This is cause for 
concern, given that manual handling is the most common 
cause of workplace injury; in Tasmania, it accounted for 
around 34% of all claims in 2006.

Manual handling is part of almost everything we do, and 
it plays a role in everyone’s job. As we move naturally 
when doing familiar tasks, we often become complacent 
and simply forget to consider our actions.  Even where 
risks are evident, many workers and employers think it is 
just part of the job, but in most cases these risks can be 
eliminated or reduced.

Eliminating or reducing manual handling risks doesn’t 
have to be expensive.  It’s about working smarter and 
safer.  Think about your actions before you make them.  
In particular, think about those actions that place stress or 
strain on your body, such as:  

•	 bending forward or sideways

•	 twisting 

•	 jerky movements

•	 over-reaching

•	 repetitive movements

If you do these movements often, find a better way to 
complete the task:

•	 sometimes re-arranging the workspace can make a 
difference.  Position tools, controls, equipment and 
furniture so work can be done in a comfortable, upright 
position, preferably at waist level.  Arrange furniture 
to allow yourself as much room as possible, so you can 
move about freely.  Place regularly-used items close 
by and store rarely-used items away to give yourself 
more workplace

•	 where tasks are repetitive or are performed in a 
sustained position for a long time or at a high speed 
ensure that your workers are given a variety of tasks.  
Encourage them to regularly change positions and 
postures throughout the day.

•	 where work pressures demand a fast work pace, ensure 
schedules and procedures allow for rest breaks and job 
rotations.  Ensure there are enough staff and equipment 
to get the job done safely.

Safe manual handling is more about good planning 
and good management, rather than simply purchasing 
expensive equipment.

Talk with your workers. Ask for their ideas about improving 
safe work procedures.  Emphasise your commitment to 
safety.  If you’re serious about safety, your workers are 
more likely to follow procedures.  Never assume manual 
handling is “just part of the job”.  Solutions to seemingly 
unsolvable problems are uncovered all the time. Often, 
simple remedies are the best.  Be vigilant about the risks.  
Do all you can to make your workplace safer.

For more practical guidance on reducing manual handling 
injuries, call the Workplace Standards Helpline on 1300 
366 322 or go to www.workcover.tas.gov.au for your free 
copy of Body Strain Prevention Kit (GB114) and Body 
Strain Prevention for Workers (GB124).

MANUAL HANDLING
 
 Everyone knows what manual handling is… don’t they?
   Research by WorkCover NSW suggests that many people don’t!

BEE ENGINEERING
MANUFACTURERS OF

Quality Stainless Steel Uncappers & 
Deboxers

Including New Hand Uncapper 
Uncappers prices range from $2,250.00

Ring for brochure now

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box 126 Riverton
Western Australia   6148 
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Pressure Cleaners & Boilers
Pressure Cleaners 240 Volt & Three Phase

from $2475.00 inc

Instantly  Heated. Thermostatically

Controlled Boilers to Run Your Honey Plant.

Easy to Use

LPG & Diesel Heaters & Dryers
LPG Direct Fired Heaters from $275.00 inc

Diesel Indirect Fired (no fume or flame) Available

Wet/Dry Vacuum Cleaners
15Ltr Wet/Dry Vacuum Cleaners from $450.00 inc

15 Models, Stainless or Poly 1, 2 or 3 Motor

Push Sweepers
30 Ltr Hopper

700mm Sweep

$985.00 inc

Pedestal Fans
635mm Blade

Oscillating or Fixed

$249.00 inc

ENQUIRIES TO: SPITWATER NSW

130 GIPPS ROAD, SMITHFIELD NSW 2164

Ph (02) 9725 4211 Fax (02) 9725 2631

Email: info@spitwaternsw.com.au

PROUDLY

AUSTRALIAN

MADE

PROUDLY

AUSTRALIAN

MADE



“MOUNTAIN VIEW 
APIARIES”
ITALIAN QUEENS

Under 50 ............. $13.50
50-99 ................... $13.00
100+ .................... $12.50

INCLUDES GST

IAN & KAREN BRENNER

ADELARGO RD
GRENFELL   NSW  2810 

PHONE/FAX:  02 6343 3237

PHONE:  02 6343 2933

MOBILE:  0419 279 290

MULDER APIARIES
For Queens of Quality

Greg Mulder Dip.Applied Science in Agriculture
invites orders for queen bees

All Queens produced in full depth 
nucleus colonies

1-9 ................................$19.80 each
10-49 .............................$15.40 each
50 & over ......................$14.30 each

Postage & Handling:
Please add $9.90 per shipment
All Queens sent Express Post

Terms: Payment before despatch
Price includes GST

Contact:  Greg & Bonnie Mulder
155 “Will-O-Wyn” Valley
Murrays Run  NSW  2325

Phone (02) 4998 8565
Fax (02) 4998 8651

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL REVIEW
The July 2008 AHBIC Annual General Meeting resolved that a review be undertaken of the peak body’s organizational 
structures.  The review will also investigate and make recommendations about future funding of the organization which 
has historically relied substantially on the subscription of voluntary levies by industry participants. 
A discussion paper tabled at the AHBIC AGM by the Victorian Apiarists’ Association, dealing with the funding crisis and 
proposing a way forward through structural reform of the peak body has been provided to all editors of the Australian 
beekeeping media for the information of beekeeping industry stakeholders.
The Review Committee comprises: Mr Bill Weiss (Chairman), Mr Linton Briggs, Mr Stephen Fewster, Mr Ken Gell.

The review committee needs to know what you, as members, expect of AHBIC and FCAAA.  If you consider we need 
both bodies.  If you consider we need packers, pollinators and queen breeders as separate member bodies.  What form 
the peak body should be that you would consider making contribution to for funding of that body.

Inquiry Terms of Reference
1. What structural changes are necessary, if any, to help improve the function of the peak body?
2. What structural changes are necessary, if any, to help improve peak body voluntary levy collection?
3. What other options for peak body funding need to be investigated?
4. What administrative changes are necessary, if any, to improve communication and feed back from AHBIC sector 

member bodies – (honey production (FCAAA), crop pollination (NCPA), queen/package bee production (AQBBA), 
honey packers and marketers (HP&MAA)?

5. The role of FCAAA (principal state beekeeping associations) in the structure and function of the peak body.

Submissions from Australian honey bee industry stakeholders are invited to be lodged by the 30 November 2008.  The 
review committee will publish its findings and recommendations by the end of January, 2009.  All replies to remain 
confidential.  Submissions may be mailed or posted online to the following addresses:

Mr B Weiss
Chairman, AHBIC Review Committee
206 Lambeth Street, Glen Innes NSW 2370
Phone/Fax: 02 6732 1263  Email: beeweiss@yahoo.com.au
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C. B. Palmer & Co
Protein Feed Cakes, Beekeeping supplies,

Beetek Plastic Frames & Foundation,
Excluders, Smokers, Hive Tools,

Feeders, Honey Gates, Candle Moulds etc.

Product catalogue:
http://www.honeybee.com.au

Rod & Karen Palmer
Ph: 0417 796 257 or  07 3495 7095

Email: cbp@honeybee.com.au

Đ    Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
Đ           Đ Đ  65 Forde St
Đ  Đ      Allora   Q   4362

    Đ       Ph/Fax  07 46 663 
636

      Đ         Mobile  0407 762 
847

Contact Neil, 
Sharon or 

          Cameron 
Masters 

Đ          for all your DALRYMPLE 
 VIEW

Manufacturers of all quality 
hoop pine woodware, 
welded - wire excluders, 
and stockists of most other 
beekeeping supplies 
including Tobins 
Foundation.

Contact Neil, Sharon 
or Cameron 

Masters 
for all your 

apiary supplies
apiary supplies

Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
65 Forde St

Allora Q 4362
Ph/Fax  07 46 663 635
Mobile  0407 762 847

Email nma66500@bigpond.net.au

BRANCH NEWS
NSWAA Northern Tablelands 
New England Volunteer Air Transport Inc (NEVAT) 
provides free transport for patients to medical 
specialists in major centres such as Tamworth, 
Armidale and Toowoomba. 

We are 100% volunteer and rely on the generous 
support of the community to keep us flying.

The NSW Apiarists’ Association’s Northern 
Tablelands Branch have assisted us to keep flying by 
their generous donation and we truly appreciate their 
support.

It is by such support that we are able to continue to 
operate, we keep our operating costs to a minimum and 
every dollar raised goes into providing the service.

No one at NEVAT gets paid and we feel this is 
important when appealing for funds.  In a lot of 
organisations a large amount of donated funds gets 
absorbed into administration and that is not the case 
with us.

We are Tax Deductible and donations can be made 
at the New England Credit Union or by sending a 
donation to The Secretary, NEVAT, 35 Albury Street 
Ashford, NSW 2361.

Our fundraising depends on community support and 
organisations and service clubs assisting us is what 
keeps us going.  We really cannot stress enough the 
value of community support without which we would 
have a difficult time.

David Roach, President, NEVAT
nevat@ashfordonline.com.au

QUEENS
Italian

Breeder Queens
PRODUCTION QUEENS

P.O.A.

NAIRN APIARIES
144 WILLINA ROAD

COOLONGOLOOK   NSW   2423
MOBILE: 0422 057 836

SA BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

2 Gawler River Rd, Lewiston SA 5501

*    Plastic foundation - Black
     Strongest made - best prices

 *    Excluders - welded wire
      Adelaide made - the best
   *    Recycled plastic cleats

Never rot or split

ALL YOUR APIARY NEEDS ARE
JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

Ph/Fax:  (08) 8380 9695
Email: beekeep2@bigpond.com.au
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QUEEN BEES
1 - 20           $19.00
20+              $14.00
500+            P.O.A.

Queens are bred from the following stock
   * W A Better Bees   * Nairn Apiaries
   * Joe Horner            * Covey (Caucasian)

* Goldfields selected breeding stock
All queens are mated in four frame full depth nucs held for 21+ days.  Drone population ensured

ABN 91 112 137 783

Goldfields Honey, Bee & Pollination Services P/L
Phoenix Mine Road, Lucknow NSW 2800 Australia

Ph/fax 02 6365 5117 Mob: 0419 464 732  Email: goldfieldshoney@bigpond.com
International Ph/fax: 61 2 6365 5117  Website: www.goldfieldshoney.com

 BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
 ABN 27 009 052 155
 
 28 Munibung Rd Suppliers of Beekeeping and  
 Cardiff   2285   NSW Honey Processing Equipment
 Australia

 Boxes, Frames and all Woodware Stainless Steel Extractors
  Excluders - Welded Wire and Plastic Honey Tanks and Pumps

Weathertex - Covers and Bottom Boards, Special sizes available

Veils, Gloves, Overalls, Bee Suits and Jackets, Hive Tools, Brushes
Hats, Smokers, Knives, Pails, Jars etc. all your beekeeping needs

We have a very extensive selection of books on all aspects of beekeeping

We buy and exchange wax for foundation.  Good prices paid

MAIL ORDER IS OUR SPECIALITY - PHONE FOR A PRICE LIST
Ph: (02) 4956 6166   Fax: (02) 4956 6399



AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL
Address: Suite 4, Level 2, 105 Pitt Street, Sydney  NSW  2000  Telephone: 02 9221 0911
Mailing Address: PO Box R838, Royal Exchange NSW  1225    Facsimile: 02 9221 0922

Email Adress: ahbic@honeybe.org.au  Website: www.honeybee.org.au
ABN 63 939 614 424

AHBIC NEWS
August/September 2008

CHANGES TO HONEY LEVY ARRANGEMENTS

During 2007 there was extensive discussion within the 
honey bee industry to change the industry’s current honey 
levy arrangements.  At the various industry annual general 
meetings held in each state, the following resolution was 
put forward and passed unanimously:

That the honey bee industry support changes to the existing 
levy arrangements to reduce the existing National Residue 
Survey (NRS) levy from 0.3 cents to 0.1 cents and to 
increase the Animal Health Australia (AHA) levy from 0.5 
cents to 0.7 cents.

The purpose of the proposed change to the distribution of 
the levy monies is to enable the honey bee industry to build 
up reserves in case of an emergency disease/pest outbreak 
such as the Varroa mite.  The levy change will also enable 
the industry to invest more funds in the short term to 
improve our preparedness and prevention measures aimed 
at increasing the honey bee industry’s biosecurity.

The reduced NRS levy rate will still enable NRS tests for 
residues in honey of agricultural and veterinary chemicals 
and environmental contaminants to be maintained for a 
number of years given the level of industry reserves in the 
NRS.  The NRS reserves will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis to ensure that there are adequate funds for the testing 
that needs to be done.

The proposed changes will not alter the total aggregate 
honey levy rate for these two levies or increase producer 
costs, but will help the industry become better prepared to 
respond to any emergency disease or pest outbreak.  It is 
a positive measure that the industry can take to protect its 
interests.

Your industry bodies strongly support these changes and 
believe they are prudent and non-controversial.  However, 
before proceeding with changes, if you have any comments 
or concerns please contact your (industry body/state 
representative/organisation) or give me a call on 02 9221 
0911.

RURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT - CALL 
FOR APPLICATIONS
Please be advised that the Rural Industries Research and 
Development Corporation (RIRDC) are now calling for 
applications for preliminary research proposals to meet 
our program adjectives.

RIRDC invests in the knowledge needs of our three 
portfolio areas: 

•	 New rural industries; 
•	 Specific established industries; and 
•	 Cross-sectoral national rural issues 

Our investments are driven by Five-Year R&D plans 
which address the needs of each industry and ensure our 
priorities are industry and government-driven.  Overall, 
our aim is for a more profitable, dynamic and sustainable 
rural sector. 

If you think you or your organisation can help address the 
needs of our programs as outlined in the current research 
priorities (listed on our website below), we would welcome 
your application for funding. 

RIRDC welcomes proposals that will meet the specific 
objectives or a number of objectives, as outlined on our 
website and in more detail in program Five-Year Plans.  
We also welcome and encourage your collaboration with 
other research providers to build the critical research mass 
necessary to meet our objectives.   
Please go to http://www.rirdc.gov.au/business for more 
information.

If you have further questions or need further information, 
please contact:
Ms Margie Thomson
General Manager,  RIRDC
Ph:02 6271 4130  Email: margie.thomson@rirdc.gov.au

POLLINATION R&D PROGRAM UPDATE 
The Interim Advisory Committee for the Pollination 
R&D Program was brought together for the first time in 
Canberra, on 28 August to review a series of Pollination 
R&D project applications for contracting in the 2008/09 
financial year. 

Committee members present at this meeting comprised: 

	AHBIC -  Lindsay Bourke
	HAL - Kim James 
	Honeybee R&D Chairman - Des Cannon 
	 Pollination Australia - Julie Haslett (Almond Board of 

Australia) 
	 Pollination Australia - Jeff McSpedden (AUSVEG) 
	RIRDC -  Margie Thomson 

Pollination R&D funding committed for the 2008/09 
financial year is as follows: 

	Honeybee R&D  $100,000 
	RIRDC    $50,000 
	HAL   $264,800 

	TOTAL  $414,800 
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A series of Pollination R&D project applications were 
reviewed at the meeting. A brief outline of these projects 
is included below.  However, prior to finalising contractual 
arrangements with any of these projects, it was agreed 
to review DAFF’s current and future plans to avoid 
duplication of activities, and to potentially collaborate on 
initiatives (where possible and appropriate). 

Five project applications are currently under consideration, 
as summarised below: 

1. Five Year Pollination R&D Strategic Plan & Related 
Communication Plan 

	This project is to be funded directly by RIRDC’s 
$50,000 contribution. 

	 It is aimed to build a business case for investment in 
the program over the next five years. 

	 Future industry investment in this program is required 
for continuity. In order to facilitate this, a summary 
document will be circulated to all relevant Industry 
Advisory Committees (IAC’s), in addition to a DVD 
of the recent 60 minutes story on Varroa mite, featuring 
Dennis Anderson. 

	 Further to this, funding has been allocated by RIRDC 
for direct communication at the IAC meetings prior 
to April 2009, enabling presentation of the 5 year 
Pollination R&D strategic plan, underpinning a request 
for continued funding commitment. 

2. Simulation Exercise 
	This project aims to undertake an emergency response 

exercise, simulating a Varroa mite incursion, with a 
view to testing preparedness and existing decision 
making processes. 

	The project will be broken into a two-step approach, 
with an initial workshop focussing on eradication and 
containment strategies, followed by a second exercise 
with a focus on both short and long-term management, 
with a view to developing a National Management 
Plan. 

	 Importantly, this review requires input from the 
broadest range of people. A key objective of this project 
will be co-ordinating and consolidating feedback and 
input from the many stakeholder groups associated 
with this surveillance program. 

3. Bioeconomic Model 
	This project aims to develop a modelling tool and input 

relevant data, in order to model the spread of Varroa 
mite incursion and consequent impact on Australia’s 
horticultural production. This model could then be 
used to assess economic impact of various quarantine 
decisions in the event of a Varroa mite incursion. 

4. Economic Impact Assessment 
	This project aims to utilise data generated in the 

bioeconomic modelling project and input it into 
ABARE’s “Ausregion” tool, in order to quantify the 
total economic impact of this reduction in horticultural 
output. 

5. Surveillance Review 
	This project aims to undertake a comprehensive 

assessment of potential surveillance measures, 
outlining the related costs, benefits and risks associated 

various strategies by exploring the strengths and 
weaknesses the range of surveillance strategy options. 
Ultimately the project will result in the development 
of a business case for investment in a recommended 
Australian surveillance program. 

DAFF / INDUSTRY HONEYBEE MEETING 
A joint DAFF / Industry meeting was convened by DAFF 
on 29 August in Canberra. The meeting was chaired by Tom 
Aldred - Executive Manager, Product Integrity, Animal and 
Plant Health, DAFF. Attendance at this meeting included 
representation from: 
	DAFF / AQIS / Biosecurity Australia / State and 

Territory Agencies / CSIRO 
	Honeybee Industry / Pollination Australia 
	Rural Industries Research and Development 

Corporation (RIRDC) 
	Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) 
	Animal Health Australia (AHA) / Plant Health 

Australia (PHA) 

The meeting was initially convened in response to 
Pollination Australia’s letter regarding continuation of the 
National Sentinel Hive Program, however the scope of 
discussion was broader than this. 

During the meeting, a suite of more than 12 projects 
were scoped for collective input, including those projects 
currently being reviewed for Pollination R&D funding. 
An update was presented by those present on any specific 
activity that has already been undertaken with respect to 
each project and any future plans in order to capture current 
initiatives and avoid duplication. Suitable timeframes were 
agreed and responsibilities allocated for each project. 

A majority of projects specifically focussed on a 
potential Varroa mite incursion, spanning the biosecurity 
continuum: pre border, border and post border, addressing 
aspects of risk assessment, preparedness, response and 
communication. It was noted that there was a need to 
broaden the scope of projects to encompass other threats, 
both exotic and endemic. 

It was agreed that the full suite of projects should be scoped 
in a consistent format and developed into an integrated 
“Honeybee and Pollination Program” (potentially to be 
coordinated into the existing Pollination R&D framework). 
DAFF have agreed to explore this concept with RIRDC. 
Funding arrangements for the DAFF R&D projects are 
still to be determined.
 
I am pleased to provide the above report, which I believe 
represents positive progress, both in terms of progressing 
urgently required project outcomes, but equally importantly 
with respect to strengthened collaboration, communication 
and awareness raising of the importance of the current 
issues facing Australian pollination.
 
I look forward to providing a further update when available. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should require further 
information with respect to any of the above. 

Stephen Ware
Executive Director
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AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL
For beekeeping information read the American Bee Journal

Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, 
including  questions and answers

1 year US$41.95, 2 years US$81.40, 3 years US$117.85
Please inquire for airmail delivery

VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:

51 South 2nd Street
Hamilton, Illinois, 62341

Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660
Email: abj@dadant.com    Website: www.dadant.com

The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly 
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE
A. I. Root Co, 623 West Liberty Street

Medina   OH   44256  USA
Attn: Kim Flottum

Subscription rates:
1 year (international) US$38.50  
2 year (international) US$75.00  

Discounted rates:
(For beekeeping association members)

1 year (international) US$34.00 
2 year (international) US$66.00 

Published monthly
Website:  www.beeculture.com

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the 

Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Published monthly
Annual subscription:$58 Australia / $100 overseas

For more information and a free sample copy 
contact:  The Editor

PO Box 71, Chewton   VIC   3451
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

The Buzz!
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $67.00)

For further information please contact:
The Secretary, SAAA

1 Parma Street
Pt. Broughton  SA  5522
Phone: (08) 8635 2257

Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
INCORPORATED

Editor: John Humphries
Phone 02 4982 8715   Email: suejohn@bmr.net.au

Quality Italian Queens
From Horner and 

Better Bees Stock WA
Queens caught on 21+ day cycle

PRICE $14.00 each (includes GST)
For orders over 200, discounts apply

For orders and enquiries please call
02 6949 6838 or 0427 268 135

Email: stickybee@bigpond.com
PO Box 810, Tumut  NSW  2720

Ligurian Queen Bees
(The gentle achiever)

  Honey with hygienic qualities due to

  One hundred and twenty years of natural selection

  Nectar, pollen and propolis assured

  Exclusive to Kangaroo Island, free of disease

  Your order delivered Express Post

$15.40 each inc GST for 5 or more
$22.00 each inc GST 1 to 4 plus postage

5 frame nucleus hives
$100 plus GST

Kangaroo Island Queen Bees
08 8559 5045

Email: kiqueenbees@hotmail.com
PO Box 142, Parndana
Kangaroo Island  5220
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ADVERTISERS
 Apiary Cots (TA & FH Bradford)  27
 Australian Nectar    19 
 Australian Queen Bee Exporters  25
 Australian Queen Bee Line  28
 Avant Equipment      10
 Bee Engineering    29
 Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd  28
 Beeco Pty Ltd    37
 Beekeeping Journals   36
 BeePlas Australia    26
 Beetltra Pty Ltd      2
 Bindaree Bee Supplies     2
 B-QUAL Australia Pty Ltd    5
 Capilano Honey Ltd   40
 Clark Equipment Australia   22
 Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies  32 
 Denmar Apiaries    28 
 Dewar Apiaries    12
 Goldfields Honey    33 
 Honey Down Under     2
 Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies  26 
 Hunter Valley Apiaries   16
 Jz’s Bz’s     26
 John L Guilfoyle Pty Ltd   12  
 Kangaroo Island Queen Bees  36 
 Leabrook Farms Honey   39
 Mountain View Apiaries   31
 Mulder Apiaries    31
 Nairn Apiaries    32
 NCI Packaging     15
 OAMPS Insurance Brokers  22
 C B Palmer & Co    32
 Penders Beekeeping Supplies  33 
 Prestige Stainless    26
 Redpath’s Beekeeping Supplies  18 
 SA Beekeeping Supplies    32 
 SCHÜTZ DSL      2 
 Simons Boiler Co    13
 Snowy Mountains Honey   36
 Spitwater     30
 Stockleigh Apiaries    17
 Wedderburn     18

A REMINDER
To all members that you can 
place your classifieds for free

CLASSIFIEDS
HIVE RESTOCKERS
Four full depth frames of bees 
Plus young Italian Queen - $75
Guaranteed no AFB - Organic Certified.
Free delivery for orders over 100 in North & 
Central NSW.
Phone:   Neville 0448 655 006
Email:   nevhawkins@hotmail.com

FOR SALE
Billet Easyloader 200 AL
Automatic Hydraulic Leveling
Fully Remote Control
$12,000 Plus GST
In good condition – done very little work
Telephone:  0427 329 615

FOR SALE
Beequip Chain Feed Uncapping Machine
Phone 02 4938 1431  
(After 6:00pm)

FOR SALE
4 Foot Honey & Wax Reducer - never used 
Phone 02 4938 1431  
(After 6:00pm)

BEECO PTY LTD
Family business specialising in

• Traditional Australian style smokers
Standard $66.00   
Jumbo $71.50

• Bee escapes $1.65 (set of 4 corners)
• Prices GST inclusive  Freight/postage extra

David & Dianne Cahill
297 Glen Road, Warwick, Qld  4370
Ph: 07 4661 3527  Fax: 07 4661 3721

Email: dj.cahill@bigpond.com
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BRANCH   PRESIDENTS     SECRETARIES

Central Tablelands:  Grant Lockwood 02 6365 5117  Robert Porter   02 6337 5208

Hunter Valley:   Col Wilson    02 4930 4950  Don King  02 4943 1033

Manning Great Lakes:  Dave Brown  02 6559 2946  Kirsty Channon  02 6554 1855

Mid North Coast:  Gary Murnane  02 6568 9249  Daniel Costa  0429 617 365

North Coast:   Tony Hannah  02 6644 0101  Geoff Manning  02 6663 5211

Northern Tablelands:  Casey Cooper  02 6723 3551  Noelene Benfield 02 6722 4788

Riverina:   David Mumford  02 6959 2519  John Smith  02 6926 2227

Southern Tablelands:  Gary Poile  02 4848 0077  Bill Stratton  02 4421 4198

Sydney:   Eric Whitby  02 9520 6216  Maria Morales  0416 030 790

Tamworth:   Ray Hull  02 6760 3634  Peter Murphy  02 6766 3115

Western Plains   Bryn Jones  02 6887 2638  To be advised

               
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIAN APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATIONS (FCAAA)
Federal President:       Secretary:
Bill Weiss        Roxanne Fewster
206 Lambeth Street, Glen Innes  NSW  2370    28 Strathalbin Way, Gingin  WA  6503
Phone/Fax: 02 6732 1263      Phone: 08 9575 2307  Fax: 08 9575 2608
Email:  beeweiss@yahoo.com.au     Email:  roxanne.fewster@bigpond.com

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)
National Chairman:       Executive Secretary:
Lindsay Bourke        Stephen Ware
11/11 High Street, Launceston   TAS   7250    PO Box R838, Royal Exchange  NSW  1225
Mobile: 0418 131 256       Phone: 02 9221 0911  Fax: 02 9221 0922
Email: queenvic@cradlemountain.com.au    Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au

HONEY BEE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (HBRDC)
Ms Lea Edwards, Program Coordinator, Honeybee Program, RIRDC
PO Box 4776, Kingston  ACT  2604
Phone: 02 6271 4132  Email:  lea.edwards@rirdc.gov.au   Website: www.rirdc.gov.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary:  Mrs Paula Dewar
2157 Lake Moogerah Road   Kalbar   QLD  4309   
Phone: 07 5463 5633  Fax:  07 5463 5619  Email:  aqbba@bigpond.com

CROP POLLINATON ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary:  Mrs Elwne Papworth
RSD 7440 Northern Highway  Strathallan   VIC  3622  
Phone/Fax: 03 5484 9231  Email:  amberhunidue@bigpond.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary:  Kevin Webb 
184 Cavan Road  Dry Creek  SA  5094
Phone:  08 8262 7555  Fax:  08 8262 7127  Email:  kevin.webb@springgullyfoods.com.au 
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