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Geoff Manning from Northern Tablelands Branch demonstrating his beekeeping 
skills in the new Bee-Zeebo at the 2010 Sydney Royal Easter Show



Complete Line of Beekeeping Supplies
Including

Fritz and Maxant Honey Processing Equipment
Ph: 02 6226 8866   Mob: 0408 260 164

10 Vine Close, Murrumbateman  NSW  2582
Email: sales2@bindaree.com.au   Website: www.bindaree.com.au 

Honey & Beeswax for sale?
Call us for a quote

Phone 07 3271 2830  Fax 07 3376 0017
Mobile 0418 786 158

136 Mica Street, Carole Park  Qld  4300
Email:  hdunder@bigpond.net.au

HONEY

LLoyd & Dawn Smith
Committed to maximising returns to beekeepers

John Covey
Ph: 0427 046 966

Ah: 07 5546 9294     Fax: 07 5546 9295
Email: j_covey@softhome.net

PO Box 72 Jimboomba  QLD  4280

  
Specialising in

Caucasian Queen Bees
1 - 9                          ..............     $20 ea plus P & H
10 - 24                      ..............     $18 ea plus P & H
25 - 49                      ..............     $17 ea plus P & H
50 Plus                     ..............     $15 ea - free post
Queen Cells             ..............     $4 ea - collect only
Breeder Queens*     ..............     POA
 *Naturally mated on a remote island

Post and Handling $11 per dispatch.  Price includes GST
Terms:  Payment 10 days prior to dispatch

Why is the honey industry attracted to SCHÜTZ IBC’s?

SCHÜTZ ECOBULK Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBC’s) are the world’s leading form of bulk  
packaging for liquid products.  Ideal for liquid foods including dairy, oil and beverage products. 
See for yourself at www.schuetz.net    SCHÜTZ DSL (Australia) Pty Ltd   Freecall 1800 336 228

◗  Efficient 1,000 litre capacity,  
easy to stack (4 high).

◗  EVOH barrier layer extends 
shelf life for food and beverage 
products and protects against 
permeation of oxygen, carbon 
dioxide and other gases.  

◗  Free global collection system 
for empty units.

◗  Food safe ‘re-use’ service allows 
multi-trip usage. 

◗  FDA, HACCP, KOSHER  
and HALAL Approved  
for food products.

Australia | New Zealand | South East Asia
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 Membership Subscription Rates
The Association Membership year runs

from: 1 March to 28 February

Affiliated/Retired/Student   $60.00     1 vote
      0 to     10 hives   $60.00     1 vote
    11 to   200 hives $105.00     2 votes
  201 to    400 hives $155.00     4 votes
  401 to   700 hives $205.00     6 votes
  701 to 1000 hives $260.00     8 votes 
1001 to 1500 hives $310.00   10 votes
Over 1500 hives  $360.00   12 votes

Membership Benefits
• To provide a means whereby the Apiarists of this State may be represented 

through a common organisation for the welfare of the Industry
• Maintaining access to your resource
• Helping to secure your industries future
• Strong representation to Government 
• Membership Badge
• A copy of the Code of Practice for Keeping Bees on Forested Lands
• Australia’s Honeybee News – Bi-monthly Journal
• Free classified advertisement in Journal
• Annual State Conference & Field Days
• Ten Branches throughout the State 
• Opportunity to meet other beekeepers and DPI representatives at meetings, 

workshops and field days.
• OAMPS Insurance Brokers Ltd (Special Beekeeper Policy): Sophie 

Vearing, Phone: 02 6933 6600   Email: sophie.vearing@oamps.com.au       
• Wesfarmers Federation Insurance: Leigh Layden, Phone: 02 4822 4711  

Mobile:  0438 224 711  Email: leigh.layden@wfi.wesfarmers.com.au
• Legal Aid representation in all Native Title Claims over bee site licence 

areas: William Love & Nicol,  Phone: 02 6263 9900
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3 Issues $655.00 $990.00 $390.00 $550.00 $245.00 $300.00 $145.00 $185.00
1 Issue $260.00 $400.00 $145.00 $220.00 $110.00 $150.00 $75.00 $100.00
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President
Bill Weiss
206 Lambeth Street
Glen Innes  NSW  2370
Ph/Fax 02 6732 1263
Email: beeweiss@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Julie Lockhart
PO Box 3018

Toongabbie East  NSW  2146
Ph: 02 9631 3934  Fax: 02 9631 0585

Email: nswaa@bigpond.net.au

Councillor
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135 Eusdale Road
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Ph: 02 6337 5383
Email: malP380@optusnet.com.au
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 Councillor                 
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Bungendore  NSW  2621

Ph: 02 6236 9137
Email: ltkershaw@bigpond.com

BRANCHES  PRESIDENTS    SECRETARIES
Central Tablelands  Mal Porter  02 6337 5383  Robert Porter   02 6337 5208
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Mid North Coast  Gary Murnane  02 6568 9249  Daniel Costa  0429 617 365
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Riverina   David Mumford  02 6959 2519  John Smith  02 6926 2227
Southern Tablelands  Laurie Kershaw  02 6236 9137  Bill Stratton  02 4421 4198
Sydney   Eric Whitby  02 9520 6216  Paul Drew  02 9887 1175
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Email: queenvic@cradlemountain.com.au   Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au  Website: www.honeybee@org.au
  
HONEY BEE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (HBRDC)
Ms Helen Moffett, Program Coordinator, Honeybee Program, RIRDC
PO Box 4776, Kingston  ACT  2604   Ph: 02 6271 4132  Email:  helen.moffett@rirdc.gov.au   Website: www.rirdc.gov.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary:  Mrs Paula Dewar
2157 Lake Moogerah Road   Kalbar   QLD  4309  Phone: 07 5463 5633  Fax:  07 5463 5619  Email:  aqbba@bigpond.com

CROP POLLINATION ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary:  Mrs Elwyne Papworth
RSD 7440 Northern Highway  Strathallan  VIC  3622  Phone/Fax: 03 5484 9231  Email:  amberhunidue@bigpond.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

SEASON
Conditions have pretty well stopped at time of writing 
as June is normally a dormant month for bees.  Good 
rain over much of the State has ensured large plantings 
of Canola.  Curse would have germinated in many 
areas and the far West has had some follow up rain, 
all of which should give good Spring conditions. 

Honey flow prospects for New South Wales vary 
from Yapunya and Coastal Ironbark in the North and 
Canola and Curse with limited Tableland species in 
the South and the North.

Hive strength is varied from poor to good due to 
Autumn being very dry.

Honey stocks seem reasonable at present with most 
packers having sufficient for 1-2 months.  Beekeeper 
stocks vary from nil to a few carrying their normal 
carry over.

Prices are slipping by 10-30cents/kilo however late 
Winter-Spring may see these prices firm up again as 
stocks diminish.

CONFERENCE
The 2010 State Conference had a good lineup 
of speakers and some valuable information was 
presented.   Our guest speaker from the US, Dr Jerry 
Bromenshenk, was presented with the Clemson 
Award for his contribution.

I would like to thank the following Conference 
Sponsors for their generous support of the Association: 
Beechworth Honey, Bindaree Bee Supplies, Capilano 
Honey Limited,  Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies, Saxee’s 
Sap, Trevor Monson - Pollination and Wesfarmers.

The Trade Show was also very successful and 
attracted a large number of visitors during the two 
days of Conference.  

AFB
Conference gave the Executive a strong indication 
that Industry needs to address AFB.

The Executive will pursue this with Dept Agriculture 
(I & I) and will endeavor to put in place some measures 
which will reduce AFB by having Industry more 
involved and committed to reduce the incidence.

There is a scheduled Executive meeting to be held 
in Orange on the 29 July and the  Executive will put 
forward its proposal to I & I and work out what is 
possible to be done within the present policies and 
what might require changing.

EXECUTIVE
On behalf of the Executive I wish to welcome our new 
Executive member Malcolm Porter from the Central 
Tablelands Branch.

I would also like to thank the retiring member Neil 
Bingley.  Neil has been a stalwart of the New South 
Wales State Executive committee, contributing 
tirelessly to the Honeyland Stand at the Sydney Show 
and Conference arrangements.

VALE
We are saddened to report that Life Member, Mr Bob 
Weir passed away on 7 May aged 95.  I would like 
to extend our sincere sympathies to his family and 
friends.  He will be sadly missed by the Australian 
Beekeeping Industry.

A tribute to Bob will be published in the next 
edition.

Bill Weiss
State President

          AUSTRALIAN
          QUEEN BEE

          LINE
           ABN 63 181 851 647

Italian and Carniolan Queens
Prices GST Inclusive

Postage & Handling extra
    1 - 9  ............. $18.00 each
10 - 49  ............. $16.00 each
50 - 99  ............. $15.00 each
100 & Over ....... $14.00 each

For your convenience, EFTPOS facility is 
available and credit cards are most welcome.

Order with payment.
Terms & conditions apply

For orders and enquiries please call:
Charlie or Brenda Casido

Ph/Fax: (02) 6360 4113    Mobile: 0434 353 301
Email: ozqueenbeeline@optusnet.com.au
39 Boronia Crescent, Orange  NSW 2800

(PO Box 80)
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BARBARA BINGLEY
LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Barbara Bingley was awarded Life 
Membership of the New South Wales 
Apiarists’ Association because of her long 
and tireless support of the Association.

Barbara has prepared the gift baskets presented to speakers 
at Conference for many many years.  These baskets, filled 
with honey products, are truly a credit to her in the way 
they are prepared. These high quality gifts reflect on the 
Association as well as herself.  Barbara is also usually 
one of the first faces seen at Conference helping out on 
the registration desk.

Until recently Barbara has been responsible for packing 
much of the Sydney Royal Show honey which is sold to 
assist the Association.  Her creamed honey has repeatedly 
won accolades both in the competition section and also 
on the shelves of Honeyland.

This recognition is overdue for a person who has done so 
much for the Association and on behalf of the members 
we thank you and we wish you all the very best for the 
years ahead.

Bill Weiss presenting Barbara Bingley with her well 
deserved award at the 2010 Conference

Bill Weiss presenting  Dr Jerry Bromenshenk  from USA 
with the Clemson Award at the 2010 Conference

SYMPATHY
We would like to extend our sincere sympathy to 
Doug Somerville on the recent death of his mother.

We were saddened to hear of the death of John 
Guilfoyle on 9 June and extend our sincere sympathy 
to his family.

NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to the following new members:

Terry Brown   Mendooran
Steve Cunial   Griffith  
Kevin Forde   Young  
Kevin Heslop   Woodbine 
Ken Jackson   Roselands 
Therese Kershaw  Bungendore 
Jim & Beverly Small  Condobolin 

THANK YOU
Thank you to the Hunter Valley Branch once again 
for their generous donation of $300 to the Clemson 
Fund.

Đ    Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
Đ           Đ Đ  65 Forde St
Đ  Đ      Allora   Q   4362

    Đ       Ph/Fax  07 46 663 
636

      Đ         Mobile  0407 762 
847

Contact Neil, 
Sharon or 

          Cameron 
Masters 

Đ          for all your DALRYMPLE 
 VIEW

Manufacturers of all quality 
hoop pine woodware, 
welded - wire excluders, 
and stockists of most other 
beekeeping supplies 
including Tobins 
Foundation.

Contact Neil, Sharon 
or Cameron 

Masters 
for all your 

apiary supplies
apiary supplies

Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
65 Forde St

Allora Q 4362
Ph/Fax  07 46 663 635
Mobile  0407 762 847

Email nma66500@bigpond.net.au

APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

T A  & F H  Bradford
PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc
Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231
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FARM/COMMERCIAL 
INSURANCE

Are you looking for another Option on your     
Insurance Renewal?

Would you like Personal Service, Competitive Quotes 
and an Insurance Broker who has 35 over years of 

Rural and General Insurance Experience? 
If so please contact:

John Leask
QBN Insurance Services/NAS Insurance Broker

Ph/Fax: 02 4845 1748
Mobile: 0428 875 683

Email:    qbninsurance@westnet.com.au

2010 CONFERENCE 
RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2010/10   Moved: Bert Seagrave, Seconded: 
Craig Klingner - That the State Executive pursue a 
replacement for John Rhodes.

Resolution 2010/11   Moved: Laurie Kershaw, Seconded: 
Rob Michie  - That NSWAA request AHBIC look into 
preventing the importation of honey that is produced 
under systems which are not equivalent to our current 
domestic production requirements.

Resolution 2010/12     Moved: Laurie Kershaw, Seconded: 
Craig Klingner - That FCAAA investigate the benefits 
to some form of association with the National Farmers 
Federation.

Resolution 2010/13    Moved: Frank Papworth, Seconded: 
Bryn Jones - That NSWAA develop a beekeeper run AFB 
scheme for control of AFB.
 
Resolution 2010/14  Moved: Geoff Manning, Seconded: 
Craig Klingner - That the Executive make urgent 
representation to the appropriate Minister to have the 
Queen Bee Quarantine facility reopened.

Resolution 2010/15  Moved: Neil Bingley, Seconded: 
Craig Klingner - That NSWAA request FCAAA to pursue 
the development of a potential external hive beetle trap.

Resolution 2010/16  Moved: Craig Klingner, Seconded: 
David Mumford - That NSWAA and Industry and 
Investment form a management committee to implement 
an AFB reduction strategy.

Resolution 2010/17  Moved: Craig Klingner, Seconded: 
Bert Seagrave - That the Conference agrees to an increase 
in the  “compensation fund” (in the future to be The 
Disease Management Fund) from $3 per 10 hives bi-
annually to $3 per 10 hives annually.

Resolution 2010/18   Moved: Bryn Jones, Seconded: Troy 
McWhirter - hat NSWAA ask APVMA whether they can 
have an extra condition provided to Dymythawait permits 
that they have to comply and notify that the crop is not 
flowering in the location.

BEE ENGINEERING
MANUFACTURERS OF

Quality Stainless Steel Uncappers & 
Deboxers

Including New Hand Uncapper 

Ring for brochure now

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box 126 Riverton
Western Australia   6148 

SA BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

2 Gawler River Rd, Lewiston SA 5501

*    Plastic foundation - Black
     Strongest made - best prices

 *    Excluders - welded wire
      Adelaide made - the best
   *    Recycled plastic cleats

Never rot or split

ALL YOUR APIARY NEEDS ARE
JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

Ph/Fax:  (08) 8380 9695
Email: beekeep2@bigpond.com.au
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DOUG’S COLUMN
Doug Somerville
Technical Specialist, Honeybees - NSW Department of Primary Industries - Goulburn
doug.somerville@industry.nsw.gov.au

NOSEMA  (No-See-Um) DISEASE
For a disease that probably causes more lost production 
than any other disease in Australia, this problem receives 
very little attention in discussions between beekeepers, 
articles in bee magazines and coverage at conferences.  
One possible reason is the fact that more often than not 
the symptoms of the disease are very non specific and 
frequently there are no obvious symptoms.  A colony is 
simply not as productive as it should or could be.  Thus 
the heading “No-see-um” disease.

The symptoms may include:
•	 a reduction in the colony population – this may be 

rapid or subtle, and is often termed ‘spring dwindle’, 
occurring in August and September 

•	 a serious reduction in honey production in heavily 
infected colonies, compared with lightly infected 
colonies 

•	 an accumulation of dead bees at the hive entrance. 
This is not common, as most field bees die some 
distance from the hive 

•	 flightlessness in adult bees. They crawl along the 
ground, and their hind wings may be unhooked 
from the front wings and held at unusual angles. 
This is also a symptom of pesticide poisoning or 
viral infestation

•	 a sickly look and greasy-looking abdomen in adult 
bees

•	 greyish-white, dull intestines 

•	 dysentery, with hives covered in spots of faecal 
matter. This symptom is often associated with 
serious cases of the disease 

•	 death of the colony (occasionally). 

Unless you missed it, there are now two types of nosema 
infecting honey bees in Australia.  Nosema apis (traditional 
disease organism) and now its cousin Nosema ceranae.  
Initially N.ceranae was thought to be far more lethal than 
N.apis, but as further evidence and research unfolds both 
seem to be on par as far as just being plain nasty.

If anything, N.apis would appear to cause more problems 
during cooler weather and N.ceranae would appear to be 
more prevalent during armer conditions.

The symptoms of N.ceranae are said to be even more subtle 
than N.apis, although some international publications 
have suggested that N.ceranae may be more lethal.  The 
fact is that both organisms are extremely hard to diagnose, 
simply based on field symptoms.  And thus the problem!

Given the hassle of having to collect samples and submit 
them to a lab for diagnosis it all becomes too much for the 
majority of beekeepers to worry about.  Therefore, unless 
the wheels come off i.e. major losses are experienced or 
the whole apiary does not perform, rarely are samples 
collected and submitted. As the symptoms described are 
only present in a small percentage of cases, the disease 
largely goes undiagnosed.

The good news is that “good beekeeping practices” would 
appear to reduce the incidence of the disease.  Define 
“good beekeeping practice” you ask.  Well, a survey of 
apiaries introduced in almonds at Robinvale in August 
2004, 2005 and 2006 provided some useful guidelines.

A total of 15 apiaries belonging to 15 beekeepers 
originating from Victoria and New South Wales were 
sampled.  All apiaries were found to have nosema, but the 
range varied between 12,236,000 to 10,000 spores.  There 
was also considerable variation in the numbers of hives 
infected in each apiary.  Not all hives in each apiary were 
found to have nosema infections.  Along with the adult 
bee samples collected and subsequent lab diagnosis each 
beekeeper was asked to provide the history of the apiaries 
sampled.

A strong trend occurred correlated to the spore counts 
with various apiary management practices.

1. Hive manipulation in the three months prior to 
placing bees in almonds:  this included taking honey 
off, checking brood and shifting bees.  In 2004 the 
4 beekeepers who stated they did not manipulate 
their colonies had the lowest nosema counts.  The 5 
beekeepers with the highest counts did manipulate 
their hives prior to almonds.

2. Supplementary feeding in the five months prior to 
sampling:  in 2004 the 11 apiaries with the highest 
nosema counts supplementarily fed hives, whereas 3 
of the 4 beekeepers with the lowest counts did not.

3. Flora utilised during the 5 months prior to almond 
pollination: although there were no clear consistent 
correlation between nosema counts and specific floral 
sources, bees working winter flowering events are 
more likely to be susceptible to an increased incidence 
of nosema infections.  Likewise a poor pollen supply 
will also reduce the fitness of the colonies, making 
them more prone to disease infections.  Poor quality 
pollen has clearly been demonstrated to equal shorter 
lived worker bees.

4. Honey content of hives going onto the almonds: hives 
which were full or nearly full of honey generally had 
the lowest nosema counts.
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5. Bee strength:  bee strength was estimated at the 
beginning of almonds (beginning August), then at the 
end of almonds.  One beekeeper suffered a serious 
depletion of bees from 12 frames of bees to 8 frames 
with an average nosema spore count of 12 million.  
Less dramatic losses were reported with other 
beekeepers dropping 11 to 10 frames of bees with an 
average of 6 million spores, 7 to 6½ frames of bees 
with 1 million spores.  Most colonies expanded their 
population on the almonds.

No one trigger can be associated with nosema infections.  
Also the field symptoms of the disease are very vague.  Good 
beekeeping practice as defined by various studies suggests 
that beekeepers should take note of the following:

•	 Climatic conditions play a major role. Protect 
colonies from cold, wet winds and locate apiaries 
on the northern side of a hill. Ensure hives have 
maximum exposure to sunlight during autumn, 
winter and early spring. 

•	 Keep the hive dry – elevate it if possible. In northern 
New South Wales and Queensland, cane toad stands 
have been found to reduce nosema levels. 

•	 In autumn, compact the colony in preparation for 
winter. Do not leave excess boxes on each hive; 
reduce the colony to one or two boxes for the winter 
period. 

•	 Placing bee hives on the cooler tablelands will cause 
the colony to become broodless. This reduces the 
stress and demands on the colony, and will assist in 
keeping nosema levels low. 

•	 Ensure the hive is headed by a young queen with 
a strong population – this will greatly reduce any 
adverse effects from nosema.

 
•	 From early autumn, avoid moving brood combs 

around a hive or between hives. 

•	 Multiple shifting of hives and opening of colonies 
during the winter months have been associated with 
increased nosema levels. 

•	 At the end of autumn, leave more than half a box of 
honey on each hive for winter. 

•	 Old brood combs are a constant source of disease 
pathogens. Replace old brood combs with new in 
late spring and summer, so that old combs do not 
remain for years in the brood nest. 

•	 Protein deficiency is probably a major cause of 
increased nosema levels. Many autumn and early 
winter flows have protein-deficient pollens, causing 
low breeding levels and resulting in shorter lived 
bees prone to nosema infections. Putting bees on 
flora that provide high-protein pollens, before and 
directly after working a honey flow with low-protein 
pollens, will help overcome protein deficiencies.

•	 High-protein pollens, available at the end of 
autumn and over winter, can ensure that bees breed 
and replace population lost to nosema.

 Summary 
•	 Nosema disease is the most widespread adult bee 

disease in the world. 

•	 Although there are a number of symptoms, these 
often go unnoticed, and the poor performance of a 
colony is blamed on other factors. 

•	 There are no classic signs of the disease, and hence 
it frequently goes undetected. 

•	 Heavily infected bees live only half as long as non-
infected bees.

•	 Nosema disease is most likely present in all colonies 
all the time, and only likely to cause bee losses 
when conditions favour the micro-organism. 

Further reading:

Hornitzky M. (2008), Nosema Disease – Literature 
review and three year survey of beekeeper.  
Part 2.  RIRDC publication No. 08/006. www.
rirdc.gov.au

Hornitzky M. (2009), Nosema diagnosis.  Primefact 901 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

Somerville D, Hornitzky M. (2007), Nosema Disease.  
Primefact 699.  www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

Ligurian Queen Bees
(The gentle achiever)

  Honey with hygienic qualities due to

  One hundred and twenty years of natural selection

  Nectar, pollen and propolis assured

  Exclusive to Kangaroo Island, free of disease

  Your order delivered Express Post

$15.40 each inc GST for 5 or more
$22.00 each inc GST 1 to 4 plus postage

5 frame nucleus hives
$100 plus GST

Kangaroo Island Queen Bees
08 8559 5045

Email: kiqueenbees@hotmail.com
PO Box 142, Parndana
Kangaroo Island  5220
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HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
COL & LINDA WILSON  PO BOX 180, KURRI KURRI  NSW  2327

Ph/Fax:  (02) 4930 4950

Bee Boxes - Dovetail
Frames Mahurangi

Select Grade:  Potentially the best
 quality frames available Standard

 Frames for wiring and Double groove
 frames with 13mm bottom bar for

 plastic foundation.

Queen Excluders - $7.50
Hats
Veils

Smokers

WAX

Wax foundation milled to the
thickness you require

Manufactured using the weed
process

Have your own wax milled or
exchanged for foundation in 

stock
 

WAX WANTED 

PLASTIC
The Best Plastic Foundation 

You Can Buy
No more wiring required !

SAVE TIME AND MONEY, BUY
THE TRIED AND PROVEN

FOUNDATION THE FIRST TIME.
Finally a plastic foundation that bees

accept. This foundation is manufactured
 by a beekeeper for beekeepers, is tried 
and proven and dominates sales in USA

and Canada.

Sheet sizes available; FD, WSP, Ideals & 
Manly in either White or Black.

Buy from the Australian Distributor
Sheets in stock now

NEW
NOZEVIT

Is produced from all natural substances.

After many years of university studies and field 
testing with Nozevit, it was introduced to European 

beekeepers in 2003.  After years of commercial 
success in Europe, Canada and America, Nozevit is 

now available in Australia.

HIVES CAN BE TREATED FOR LESS THAN $1

Healthy bee colonies build brood faster in the 
spring, and will winter extremely well when 

their intestinal integrity is intact.  By using all 
natural Nozevit as a food supplement for intestinal 

cleansing for internal ailments:
 i.e nosema. 

FOUNDATION
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2 Models 
Available 

XL:   1600 lb Rating 
Turbo:   1800 lb Rating 

Turbo Tipping Load 
Straight:  Over 3000 lbs 

Hummerbee XL Hummerbee Turbo with Clamp 

Turbo Features:  43 HP 4 Cylinder Diesel, Extra Cooling,  
Hydraulic Foot Pedal is “Very Smooth”, Large Floatation Tires 

Exceeds All ANSI Certifications At Rated Weights 

Manufacturing More New & Handling More Used Forklifts Than Anyone! 
Trust the company with 25 years manufacturing and  

35 years commercial beekeeping experience 

Attachments:  Hive Clamps - Drum Handlers  - Mowers - Buckets - Brooms - Augers - Snow Plows 
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Horizontal Extractors 36 - 192 frame
Wax Melters

Capping Spinners
Reducers & Conveyors
Large Radial Extractors

Centrifuge - Heat Exchange

PO Box 187, 1994 Finley Rd, TONGALA  VIC  3621
Phone: 03 5859 1492  Fax 03 5859 1495

Mob 0407 547 346
www.prestigestainless.com.au

If it’s stainless,
we can make it!

 We also custom build to your requirments

T/F 03 5664 8382  E shayo@sympac.com.au  W www.aussiehive.com.au

PATENT PENDING

Prove it for yourself! Place your order now to ensure 
delivery of your Aussie Hives by Spring. 
And look forward to increased honey production!

AUSSIE HIVES™
The better hive for higher production  The better hive 

The new Aussie Hive by Hasson’s Hives
Australia is robust yet light with excellent
thermal insulation for healthier, stronger,
more productive bees. It needs virtually
no maintenance and will outlast any

other hive on the market.

Food–grade polymer 
reduces hive disease and 
eliminates paint contamination

Polymer is water resistant for
drier hives

Industry standard 10 frame

Strong, lightweight, no-maintenance 
construction

Insulated to control internal hive 
temperature, support brood 
development and reduce 
stress on bees

Increases honey 
production

s High Quality Food grade virgin plastic

s Excellent tensile strength and impact resistance

s Natural cell size

s�Mitred bottom corners

s 6mm engagement tongue

Std colour Black or White 
Other colours available with large orders (5000+)

FULL DEPTH FOUNDATION SHEETS

Also available: (Made in New Zealand)

BEETEK PLACTIC FRAMES
FD & WSP
Black & White

Contact:  
MAX CANE APIARIES
9 McGibbony Crt,  Ararat,  Vic,  Australia

Ph 03 53 522 995  Mob 0427 501 551

A u s t r a l i a

ABN 65 561 108 274

Plastic Beehive Components
Made in Australia by Max Cane Apiaries
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QUEEN BEES
1 - 20           $19.00
20+              $14.00
500+            P.O.A.

Queens are bred from the following stock
   * W A Better Bees   * Nairn Apiaries
   * Joe Horner            * Covey (Caucasian)

* Goldfields selected breeding stock
All queens are mated in four frame full depth nucs held for 21+ days.  Drone population ensured

ABN 91 112 137 783

Goldfields Honey, Bee & Pollination Services P/L
Phoenix Mine Road, Lucknow NSW 2800 Australia

Ph/fax 02 6365 5117 Mob: 0419 464 732  Email: goldfieldshoney@bigpond.com
International Ph/fax: 61 2 6365 5117  Website: www.goldfieldshoney.com

 BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
 ABN 27 009 052 155
 
 28 Munibung Rd Suppliers of Beekeeping and  
	 Cardiff			2285			NSW	 Honey	Processing	Equipment
	 Australia

 Boxes, Frames and all Woodware Stainless Steel Extractors
  Excluders - Welded Wire and Plastic Honey Tanks and Pumps

Weathertex	- Covers and Bottom Boards, Special sizes available

Veils, Gloves, Overalls, Bee Suits and Jackets, Hive Tools, Brushes
Hats, Smokers, Knives, Pails, Jars etc. all your beekeeping needs

We have a very extensive selection of books on all aspects of beekeeping

We buy and exchange wax for foundation.  Good prices paid

MAIL	ORDER	IS	OUR	SPECIALITY	-	PHONE	FOR	A	PRICE	LIST
Ph:	(02)	4956	6166			Fax:	(02)	4956	6399
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NICK’S NEWS 
from I&I NSW

Nick Annand
Livestock Officer (Bees), Industry and Investment NSW, Bathurst   
Ph: 02 6330 1210  Email: nicholas.annand@industry.nsw.gov.au

SHB and AFB  
At the NSW Apiarists’ Association State Conference 
held in May at Port Macquarie, the issue was raised 
that small hive beetle (SHB) is a factor in the increasing 
levels of AFB amongst beekeepers. Michael Hornitzky 
spoke on the matter during the discussion on AFB.  
He pointed out that the beetles are capable of carrying 
AFB spores however the likelihood of the AFB disease 
being expressed (showing signs of infection) in a hive 
after SHB’s had moved from an AFB infected hive to a 
“clean” hive were extremely low because of inadequate 
number of spores transferred between colonies. Michael 
referred to a scientific paper written by M O Schafer et al. 
and published in Apidologie 41 (2010) pg 14-20.  Due to 
copywrite and size of the paper, anybody wanting to read 
it, please contact me and I will provide you with a copy. 

Anti-biotics? Useful tools or problematic to the 
industry
There are two anti-biotics that can legally be used in 
hives in NSW. They are Oxytetracycline (OTC), it is used 
to manage European foulbrood (EFB), and Fumagillin, 
used to manage nosema in queen rearing colonies. 

Fumagillin
Fumagillin has been periodically registered by the 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
(APVMA) under a minor use permit over the past10 
years. The last time it was registered, it was done by a 
hand full of queen breeders. The permit only allowed 
those whose names were listed on the permit application 
to use the product. The permit has since expired on 
5/12/09 and as far as I am aware nobody has renewed it. 
This anti-biotic can only be used in queen raising hives 
because of the risk it poses regards leaving high levels of 
residues. Any honey produced from treated hives can not 
be used for human consumption. With very limited use in 
Australia there should not be any threat of residue issues 
or problems arising from fumagillin use.

Oxytetracyline
Oxytretacycline hydrochloride (OTC) is an antibiotic 
used to manage European foulbrood. It is registered 
and available for use in beehives in four commercially 
available premixed products in Australia.  OTC is 
a veterinary medicine that either requires a vet or a 
livestock officer - bees (Doug Somerville or myself), 
who has confirmation of the EFB through either a hive 
inspection or lab diagnosis, to prescribe OTC for the 
legitimate treatment of EFB. 

OTC and EFB
OTC is a very useful and easy way to manage EFB in 
your hives. EFB is a disease where the causal bacteria 
is present in most hives but the disease only expresses 
itself (visible symptoms) when the hive is stressed. This 
is often, but not always, around spring when the hive is 
trying to expand coming out of winter. So the value of 
managing EFB with OTC at this point allows for more 
rapid hive expansion leading into the major honey flow 
period. Other ways to minimise EFB are generally a lot 

more time consuming, costly and less effective resulting 
in lost production. 

Conditions that suite disease expression may only occur 
every few years and therefore only need be treated at 
those times, however I suspect some beekeepers may use 
OTC in a cautionary manner no matter if the disease is 
present or not. Also the use of OTC does not promote 
improvement of the bees genetic resistance to EFB if 
susceptible hives can be maintained and are bred from.  
Particularly a problem if queen breeders use OTC. 

OTC and AFB
It is illegal to knowingly treat hives with OTC that have 
AFB. This is because OTC does not get rid of AFB. OTC 
does suppress the vegetative stage of AFB and as a result 
you will see no symptoms of AFB for a period however 
it does not have any impact on the hardy AFB spores that 
can outlive most beekeepers.  Once the affect of the OTC 
has worn off, the spores still remain causing infection 
and symptoms of AFB to reappear. So the antibiotic only 
masks the disease for a period but does not get rid of the 
disease. The disease can be spread between hives through 
equipment transfer and robbing bees etc. even when no 
AFB symptoms are evident because its being masked 
by OTC. This can lead to the spread of AFB throughout 
apiaries. Beekeepers who start feeding OTC to manage 
AFB such as USA beekeepers have done, become reliant 
on OTC. As Jerry Bromenshenk put it at the last NSWAA 
conference, your business becomes addicted to using 
antibiotics and once hooked it is very difficult to stop using 
without major losses. Jerry also spoke of how in the USA, 
AFB has become resistant to some of the antibiotics and 
many of the large commercial beekeepers have returned 
to the AFB control methods of past days of destroying 
infected colonies rather than using antibiotics. 

Would removing OTC from the bee industry help fight 
what appears to be an every increasing AFB problem 
around the state or is the misuse of OTC just an easy 
target to blame?

OTC residues
Over time the demand from consumers has driven demand 
for products (including honey) to minimise or remove 
completely man made chemicals, be it pesticides or 
veterinary medicines. As a result this has led to domestic 
and export markets testing produce to ensure quality of 
product. 

Maximum residue limit (MRL) means “the maximum 
level of a residue of a chemical which is permitted to be 
present in a food”.  In Australia we have a limit set for the 
level of residue for OTC in honey of 0.3 mg/kg (1 mg/
kg = 1part per million). With last years results from the 
National Residue Survey (NRS) two honey samples were 
found to have traceable OTC levels in the honey however 
both samples were below the MRL. The test used by the 
NRS detects OTC levels down to 0.02 mg/kg or 20 parts 
per billion (ppb). 
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Currently this system works adequately for Australia; 
however this could change if domestic market pressure 
was such that it did not want any antibiotics in honey. 
The limit may well be changed so that any detection 
would be a contravention of the Australia New Zealand 
Food Standards Code.  I can not see any likelihood of the 
MRL being increased.

Regarding our export markets, the European Union (EU) 
has the toughest requirements regarding OTC residues 
in honey.  It currently has no MRL set for OTC in honey 
and as such any honey containing residues at any level 
can legally be rejected by member states of the EU. 
There has been a recommendation for the EU to have 
a provisional MRL of 0.025 mg/kg (25 ppb) but as of 
March 2010 it has yet to be adopted. This level would 
still be 12 times lower than the Australian MRL. Samples 
are being tested to levels as low as 0.01mg/kg with any 
samples equal to or greater than this level considered 
no-compliant. This is very low level detection but it 
shows how sensitive some markets are and how easily 
exporters can get into difficulty with residues because 
of the actions of a few beekeepers.  Contamination and 
resulting recalls or product withdrawals can be a huge 
cost and cause sometimes irreversible damage to the 
product image. That cost can come back to directly 
impact on the producer of the offending honey. 

As time moves on and new technologies develop the 
sensitivity of such tests for residues will increase. This 
means if the market requirement is for nil residue, that 
will mean nil residue.  Where as in the past you may 
have though the second or third extraction post OTC 
treatment was clean this may not be the case in future. 

OTC and marketing
Australia is currently (as of writing and hopefully for 
many decades to come) in the very fortunate position 
of being free of varroa mites. This enables us to keep 
European honeybees without being dependant on 
chemical  treatments (synthetic or organic) to control the 
mite. The industry and consumers want honey free of 
residues because it is perceived as a pure, natural product. 
Australia is one of very the few who has the potential to 
provide and market our honey as such a product. With 
around a third of Australia’s honey being exported to a 
range of different markets around the world, our ability 
to produce pure unadulterated honey should be seen as 
a great marketing opportunity. However the use of OTC 
does cloud this potential.

I will also point out the bleeding obvious, that you as 
producers of a product (honey) have to meet your market 
demands. If not you will lose market share. Honey 
packers when chasing markets for your honey will find 
out the buyers requirements and then the importing 
countries requirements. Those buyer requirements are 
often more restrictive than the countries requirements 
(ie. meeting consumer demands) and for the packer to 
get that business they have to meet those requests.  As 
a packer selling to a range of markets around the world 
they would prefer honey that they can be confident has 
no risks such as OTC residues problems.

So if used correctly OTC can be a very useful 
management tool for beekeepers increasing production 
and reducing costs but do those advantages outweigh 
the disadvantages of OTC, including misuse of 
OTC for AFB management, residue issues and lost 
marketing opportunities. ????????

OAMPS PROVIDES THE 
BEEKEEPING COMMUNITY 

WITH AFFORDABLE 
INSURANCE SOLUTIONS

OAMPS Insurance Brokers is different from other 
insurance providers. We pride ourselves on being closer 
to clients and closer to communities.  We do this through 
specialising – providing insurance solutions designed 
specifically to cater to YOUR industry and to YOUR 
particular circumstances. 

Australian beekeepers operate within a complex 
environment.  In addition to typical business risks, 
Australian beekeepers tackle contentious Government 
regulations, foreign competition and bio security threats, 
resulting in a volatile market to navigate.  It’s heartening 
to know that there is a local broker who understands your 
industry and how to manage and protect your business 
from the underlying risks. 

OAMPS has worked closely with Apiarist Associations to 
tailor an appropriate and affordable insurance solution for 
your apiarist business.  Examples of the specific types of 
cover we can discuss with you include:

•	 Accidental damage to your hives
•	 Theft of your hives
•	 Chemical overspray
•	 Property insurance
•	 Income protection
•	 Personal accident cover
•	 Public & product liability
•	 Cover for your hives when they are in transit
•	 Business interruption
•	 Increased costs of working
•	 All domestic Covers available
•	 Farming & Private Vehicle coverage

We’d love to come and meet you.  Please, contact Sophie 
Vearing or Caleb Richards on 02 6933 6600 to arrange a 
confidential, no obligation chat. 

Industry	Owne
d	Quality	Assu

rance

• Train at home
• Audit every two years*
• Group Accreditation
• Practical quality assurance designed by 

beekeepers for beekeepers
• Industry trained auditors
• Free assistance hotline
• Farmbis approved*
• International recognition
• Packer premiums*
• Conditions Apply

 B-QUAL

For all enquiries call 1800 630 890
or go to www.bqual.com.au

 15 Australia’s Honeybee News May/June 2010



HORNSBY BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES

63a Hunter Lane HORNSBY  NSW  2077

Ph: (02) 9477 5569
Fax: (02) 9477 7494

For all your beekeeping needs 
Products include:

Alliance Frames & Boxes
Top Quality - Best Prices

Sherriff Protective Clothing - Jenter Queens
Rearing Kits - Extractors - Hive Barrows 
Smokers - Section Frames & Accessories 

Wire & Plastic Queen Excluders 
Foundation Wax - Books etc.

Open: 9am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 4 pm Saturday

Mastercard -Visa

HORNSBY BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
(A division of Baldwin Trading Pty Ltd)

Established in 1984

THIS WELL ESTABLISHED BUSINESS IS FOR SALE AS A 
GOING CONCERN WITH POTENTIAL TO EXPAND

STOCK WILL BE SOLD AT COST WITH THE BUSINESS
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE PHONE:

 TED WAILES ON 02 9477 5569

FOR SALE

Interested in having some of your 
eggs (honey!) in another basket? 

Talk to us to find out for yourself if 
Beechworth Honey can offer benefits 

that could be positive for your operation.

“We don’t aim to be the biggest, 
just the best to do business with!”

Steven & Jodie Goldsworthy 
Ph: 02 6033 2322

Steven  - Mobile 0419 559 242

Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd
38 – 40 Hammersley Rd

(PO Box 450)
Corowa NSW 2646

www.beechworthhoney.com.au
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FOR SALE
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

IDEAL FAMILY BUSINESS
COMPLETE BEEKEEPING AND PACKING OPERATION

Well established, get much higher return on products
Large clientele base, shops, restaurants, bulk and export

Complete beekeeping operation with 800 hives, truck, plant, extensive 
sites, everything down to a smoker, nothing needed

Packing plant all new, large hot room, packing machine, stainless steel 
tanks, all food grade pumps and equipment

Complete business sold on walk in/walk out basis
POA for further details

Email: beeman@dragnet.com.au - Phone: 0448 864 325

OAMPS Insurance Brokers is proud to be a supporter of the NSW Apiarists’ Association. 
Our staff are experienced in providing comprehensive insurance solutions to members and
protecting Apiarists against the specific risks that affect your business.
Our staff treat you like a queen bee, providing specialist insurance for your
needs including:
�ß 3OUNDßKNOWLEDGEßOFß!PIARISTS ß́NEEDS
�ß 2ISKßMANAGEMENTßADVICEßANDßSUPPORT
�ß 7ORKERSßCOMPENSATIONßASSISTANCE
�ß 1UALITYßINSURANCEßCOVERßFORß!PIARISTSß�ASßWELLßASßOTHERßINSURANCEßSOLUTIONS	
�ß 0REMIUMßFUNDINGß�PAYßYOURßPREMIUMSßINßINSTALMENTSßTOßFREEßYOURßCASHß¾OW	
�ß %XPERTßINSURANCEßADVICE
�ß #LAIMSßHANDLINGßSUPPORT
�ß !SSOCIATIONßENDORSEDß/!-03ßPRODUCT

OAMPS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD ABN 34 005 543 920 AFSL 238312 

Don’t get stung with 
the wrong insurance

Get the sting out of your insurance – 
give David Benn a buzz on

(02) 6933 6600
4HEß2IVERINAß#O/Pß"UILDING
41 Moorong Street Wagga Wagga NSW
david.benn@oamps.com.au

give Sophie Vearing a buzz on

sophie.vearing@oamps.com.au
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I think the Federal Council of Australian Apiarists 
Associations (FCAAA) is a waste of both beekeeper time 
and money.  The reason I think this is simple, I look at 
the organization chart for the beekeeping industry and 
wonder, why is it still there?  

But a bit of general background before I get to my reasons 
in more detail.

The FCAAA was formed around 1934 as the national peak 
body association that has the main beekeeping groups 
from the Australian states as its members (Vic, NSW, 
Qld, Tas, WA, SA).  In the mid 90’s it commissioned 
an industry review, which recommended the Australian 
Honeybee Industry Council (AHBIC) became the national 
beekeeping peak body.  It had the FCAAA as one of its 
members (represented by voting delegates from each of 
the member bodies of the FCAAA) along with the honey 
packers, queen breeders and pollinator groups.  AHBIC 
took over around 1998 and has been running the show 
ever since.

To this day, the main beekeeping groups from the 
Australian states (Vic, NSW, Qld, Tas, WA, SA) have a 
vote at FCAAA, and then these same groups also having a 
vote at AHBIC.  This means that there is duplicity between 
two of the highest levels of beekeeping representative 
groups.

AHBIC has now been our leadership group for a while, 
performing either poorly or ok, depending on who you 
talk to.  But at this time it is also going through a period of 
financial crisis, and duplicity in times of financial hardship 
is a waste.

So, the reasons I have for the removal of the FCAAA from 
the scene are outlined below:

•	Simplifies the industry structure.

•	Removes the financial waste outlined above through 
having the same groups voting at 2 separate levels of 
industry, running 2 separate offices, 2 sets of meetings 
hence and accommodation, etc, etc.  It could provide a 
financial gain to other areas of the beekeeping industry 
in this time of financial need.

•	People on FCAAA are also on the state executives 
and AHBIC, so the removal of FCAAA will reduce 
their workload.  It will remove a full set of meetings, 
committees and reporting requirements from volunteer 
beekeepers who lead our industry.  In doing so it help 
prevent burnout of these leaders by allowing them more 
time for their families, their businesses, other industry 
roles or partying, whatever their pleasure may be.

•	I have heard delegates to the FCAAA (including past 
presidents) say that they had no idea what it should be 
doing and that they thought it didn’t serve any purpose 
any more.  I agree there.

•	One of the main gripes about AHBIC is its lack of 
communication to the wider beekeeping industry.  At 
least it communicates more than the FCAAA does.

•	I have heard beekeepers say that it doesn’t matter if 
AHBIC fails as FCAAA did the job for a long time 
and will just step in and take over again.  This thinking 
provides a reason for beekeepers not to fully commit to 
AHBIC and support it as our peak body and therefore I 
think this crutch should be removed.

Now if anyone can tell me why getting rid of the FCAAA 
isn’t a good idea I’d be glad to listen, but I can’t think 
of any reasons that would change my mind on the matter 
given my reasons already outlined.

I think that the FCAAA should vote to wind itself up and 
distribute its existing funds in one or more of the following 
ways:

1. Give it all to AHBIC to manage and so help resolve its 
funding crisis.

2. Give it to the member bodies of the FCAAA.
3. Give it to the grass roots beekeeping associations 

around the country.
4. Give it to RIRDC or the Wheen Foundation to use for 

beekeeping research.
5. Give it to the contingency funds to help with exotic 

pest incursion responses, such as the current one in 
Cairns.

So where to from here?

A motion from a member of the FCAAA to wind itself up 
that the FCAAA votes on and then carries out.

Easy really.

SYDNEY METROPOLITAN 
BRANCH  - NSWAA 

Annual General Meeting
The Sydney Metropolitan Branch invites all members to 
attend the AGM to be held at 7.30pm, Tuesday, 3 August 
2010, at the Anglican Church Hall, Church Lane, Top 
Ryde.   

It is imperative that you attend as the future direction 
of your branch will be decided through your input with 
selecting your committee for the ensuing term of office.

As your current President, with much regret, I will be 
standing aside for personal reasons and I trust that I have 
served the branch to the best of my ability and take this 
opportunity to thank all members and non-members for 
their most able assistance in achieving the best results for 
your branch.

Eric J Whitby, Your retiring President

FCAAA: Why is it still here?
By Peter McDonald, Victoria
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WHY FCAAA 
SHOULD REMAIN

I wish to point out a few facts to the author of the article 
“FCAAA: why is it still here?”
Within the organisational chart the FCAAA was the voice 
and vote of the beekeepers at AHBIC, having 2 votes.  
We have the Packers now with 4 votes, along with Queen 
Breeders 1 vote and pollinators with 1 vote.

The “Review” hoped to remedy this inequity by having the 
beekeepers (who are the foundation of the whole Industry) 
as the core body of a new “AHBIC” with the other sectors 
having an advisory role.  If this had been the outcome, then 
you would be correct in stating “why is FCAAA here?”

The other sector bodies ie Packers, Queen Breeders and 
NCPA are all, almost dysfunctional groups with very few 
members and even divided within their ranks.  Yet they are 
still strongly represented at AHBIC Council level.

Resolutions passed at FCAAA meetings are often 
overturned when put to AHBIC Council meetings.

The “cost of holding FCAAA meetings” quoted by the 
author are almost non existent as the one meeting held each 
year is in conjunction with AHBIC AGM and the same 
delegates are required to be present for AHBIC Council 
meetings.  If business arises at other times during the year, 
a phone hook up or email contact is made.

The money that FCAAA is trustee for is a contingency 
fund collected when times were much tougher than they 
are now and the beekeepers who contributed to this fund 
have been adamant that this not be “given to AHBIC to 
waste”.

The funding crisis that AHBIC is experiencing is largely 
due to the perception by the Industry at large that AHBIC 
is not functioning as they believe it should.

Following last years’ AHBIC AGM an impromptu meeting 
of FCAAA was called to discuss financial assistance to 
AHBIC.  During this meeting an indication was sought 
from States, whether they desired FCAAA to continue and 
the result was unanimous that it should continue.

If AHBIC can reinvent itself and demonstrate to Industry 
that it is worthy of support then I have no doubt it will get 
Industry support, but until this can be demonstrated then 
there is a dire need to retain FCAAA.

It is for these reasons that if Industry wants to control 
its own destiny then the new AHBIC Board (executive) 
must have people of vision for the Industry and be the 
best people from the Industry.  The elections to be held 
in Ipswich on 19 June will be paramount to the success 
or failure of AHBIC and hence the need or otherwise of 
FCAAA.

Bill Weiss
President - FCAAA

EXPORT MATTERS 
NEW AQIS CONTACTS

Honey exporters have new contacts in the Australian 
Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS).  They are:

• Ian Lyall (Ph 02 6272 3630) – For all market access 
enquires and assistance in negotiating new market 
access.  Help with detained consignments.

• Christine Coulson (Ph 02 6272 4167) – General 
enquires about certification for established markets.

I am sorry that I will no longer be the industry’s contact 
for all things involving AQIS honey certification and 
market access.  I have sincerely enjoyed working with the 
bee product industry, which I believe to be a responsible 
and mature industry with a strong commitment to self-
regulation and a willingness to work with government. 

This was demonstrated recently when the European Union 
Food and Veterinary Office (EU FVO) visited Australia to 
review residue controls including honey.  Participation in 
a residue-monitoring program is one of the requirements 
for access to the EU market. The EU FVO appreciated 
the Australian Honey Bee Industry Council’s use of the 
National Residue Survey to monitor honey for residues 
and contaminants.  

This regular monitoring underpins Australian honey’s 
good residue credentials. The EU FVO also accepted the 
Australian honey industry HACCP based programs, such 
as B-QUAL as meeting their requirements.

The EU FVO review found the Australian honey system 
equivalent to the European system and therefore Australia 
can continue to export bee products to EU under our 
current regulations.  This means that there is no need for 
a separate set of Honey Orders.  However, AQIS will still 
be working with the industry to streamline the export 
process and to assist the industry, through the Australian 
Honey Bee Industry Council to develop new markets for 
Australian honey.

To minimise the number of Australian honey consignments 
detained due to certification errors and to provide options 
for exporters, AQIS will be introducing new electronic 
certificates, using the AQIS EXDOC system. AQIS will 
also be officially listing honey exporters to the EU on the 
Establishment Register (ER).   Both these measures should 
increase certificate control and minimise the time taken to 
produce a certificate.  

AQIS will retain the manual certificate system for those 
exporters that want to use a manual certificate.

Speaking of certificates, AQIS has developed a honey 
certificate for French Polynesia (Tahiti) which has quite 
specific export requirements.  Please contact Ian Lyall, if 
you are interested in exporting to French Polynesia.

Farewell and good luck with your exports.
Fay Stenhouse
Residues and Food Safety 
Email: fay.stenhouse@aqis.gov.au
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Gamma Irradiation has been used to treat bee equipment 
for many years.  It has proven to be the most efficient and 
cost effective form of treatment for all infestations of bee 
hives and associated equipment, especially for the most 
infectious diseases such as AFB and EFB.

The process of irradiation kills bacteria by breaking down 
DNA strands which means that AFB and EFB spores, and 
any other organism will be eliminated.

Irradiation is done at room temperature meaning that heat 
is not applied to your product making sterilisation and 
decontamination of delicate products such as wax sheets, 
block wax, pollen, feed cake, and brood honey efficient 
and effective without causing heat damage.

After you have extracted the honey from your hive the 
combs may be left inside the boxes for sterilisation.

The Gamma Rays that penetrate and treat your goods 
pass directly through the product, killing all organisms.  
Once treated your goods have absolutely no residues or 
radioactivity of any kind.  

Irradiation is used to treat all kinds of bee equipment – not 
just the hive.

•	 Honey drums and pails

•	 Feed cake

•	 Pollen

•	 Block wax

•	 Fragile sheet wax

•	 Combs

Sterilisation by irradiation is BEST FOR BEES! 

•	 Fast turnaround

•	 Kills all parasites

•	 Helps to preserve the life of the hive by slowing the 
process of wood rot.

•	 Increased yield (noted by many bee keepers) by pro-
viding a totally clean environment for the bees.

The Steritech plant in NSW has been irradiating bee 
equipment for many years and is proud to play a pivotal 
role in ensuring the NSW apiarist industry thrives.

Steritech is always looking to improve the service it 
provides to the apiarist industry.  Over the last couple 
of years feedback from many members of the NSWAA 
has been received and the changes are a result of that, in 
order to make it easier and more cost effective for anyone 
requiring irradiation for their equipment.

From 1 June, Steritech NSW implemented the following 
changes to its irradiation service:

•	 The cost of treatment has been reduced to $8.00 per 
box plus GST

•	 Only single boxes will be accepted

•	 All boxes must be clean and free of honey and insects

•	 Each single box needs to be wrapped with plastic bags, 
stretch wrap or cling wrap

•	 Tape will be sufficient to secure the wrapping.  Em-
locks and straps are no longer required

•	 Tightly wrap and tape each box to ensure the contents 
do not fall out

•	 All boxes must be less than 25kg, no exceptions

Steritech NSW will be issuing new forms to all NSWAA 
branches for use when delivering equipment for irradiation 
treatment.

Up until the 1 August 2010, stretch wrapping and tape will be 
provided by Steritech NSW for any beekeepers delivering 
equipment that does not meet the new requirements.

For a copy of the new form or for any further information, 
please contact Jamie Crighton on 02 8785 4403 or email at 
jcrighton@steritech.com.au.

GAMMA IRRADIATION OF BEE EQUIPMENT AT 
STERITECH NSW – THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW
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The Sydney Royal Easter Show was buzzing this year with 
a National Honey Competition held for the very first time. 
Ran by the Royal Agricultural Society of NSW (RAS), 
the Show was held from 1-14 April, elevating honey, bees 
and all that comes with it in the minds of the 900,000 
visitors to the Easter Show.

The inaugural National Honey Competition was an 
overwhelming success for exhibitors, with six prestigious 
Sydney Royal medals awarded. 

Bartholomews Meadery was awarded a Gold medal 
for their Wandoo medium colour liquid honey, whilst 
Malfroy’s Gold Pure Soft Set Honey won Gold in the 
creamed honey class. Lindsay Bourke also tasted success 
with two Silver medals for Clover honey and Manuka 
honey. 

Malfroy’s Gold went on to take out the highest honour 
of the competition, winning The Philip Carter Annual 
Trophy for Champion Commercial Exhibit. The Trophy 
commemorates the ongoing service given to the Honey 
Competition by Mr Carter, an honorary Member of 
Council at the RAS.

As well as the National Competition, the popular 
Honeyland stand returned to the Easter Show.  Honey 
tastings were as popular as ever with over 61,000 spoons 
slurped down by the crowds, up from 50,000 in 2009.  
Showgoers sampled over 166kg of honey during the 14 
days, and bought an incredible 8,000 kg.

Live bee demonstrations at the Bee-Zeebo, making its 
Easter Show debut, proved very popular with showgoers 
getting up close and personal to working hives, and 
learning about the intriguing world of beekeeping. 

The 2010 Easter Show saw the inaugural Excellence in 
Agriculture Day take place. Excellence in Agriculture 
Day sought to underline the special role that agriculture 
plays in the health, wealth and happiness of the nation – 
and the Honey Show was a key feature of the day, with 
a somewhat reluctant Easter Show General Manager, 
Michael Collins, getting suited up and entering the Bee-
Zeebo to lend a hand.

“It was fantastic to get up close to the working hive, I 
learned so much about these interesting creatures - and 
didn’t get stung once.” 

“I’m sure all apiarists know this, but for me it was so 
interesting to learn not to wear aftershave around bees, 
and to make sure I had my socks tucked in so the bees 
couldn’t go up my pants - I was very careful with that!” 
Mr Collins said. 

SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW
National Honey Show & Bee-Zeebo

The National Honey Show will return to the Easter 
Show in 2011. Exhibitors can contact Elaine Rogers on 
(02) 9704 1449 or email erogers@rasnsw.com.au to ask 
about taking part. The Show takes place from 14 - 27 
April 2011 at Sydney Showground. 
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29 Branches Australia and New Zealand wide
Call Grant or Adam

(02) 4954 6411
for your nearest branch

■ Laboratory Balances: 0.001g - 3kg
■ Bench Scales: 3kg - 30kg
■ Platform Scales: 30kg - 600kg
■ Pallet Scales: 600kg - 6,000kg
■ Trade Approved Scales
■ Label Printing Scales

www.wedderburn.com.au
grantw@wedderburn.com.au

■ Create brand awareness
■ Cost-effective labels
■ Create & print your own labels
■ Ingredients & nutritional information
■ Leading supplier of labels - Roll

Labels, Sheet Labels, Gloss
Labels, Matt Labels, Paper Labels or Poly
Labels

■ You name it, we make it!!

Scales and Labels

     QUEEN BEES
       ITALIAN

        Prices effective from 1 July 2004
  UNTESTED
  1-5 ............ $22.55 each                       
  6-10 .......... $19.25 each                       
  11-49 ........ $15.95 each                               CREDIT CARDS
  50+ ........... $14.50 each                    WELCOME

ISOLATED MATED BREEDERS $220.00 EACH

DENMAR APIARIES
PO Box 99  WONDAI  Queensland 4606

Phone: (07) 4169 0064   Fax: (07) 4169 0966
International Ph: +61 7 4169 0064  Fax: +61 7 4169 0966

Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

TERMS
7 DAYS

Late Payments
Add $1 Per Queen
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Re: Article “Our Future” 
The question Jodie Goldsworthy attempted to answer in 
her article “Our Future” (The Australasian Beekeeper, 
Vol.111, May 2010) was “is our action today leading to 
best outcomes for future generations?” 

What developed was an argument why Beechworth should 
not make any contribution to funding AHBIC. This relies 
upon her belief “beekeepers believe that the way AHBIC 
functioned and their results were not worth supporting”. 

1.    Should we fund AHBIC? 
AHBIC recently circulated a list of over 30 major 
achievements including: 

•	 Continuation of the Sentinel Hire Program, including 
provision of $300,000 over 3 years to fund it, our first 
line of defence against Varroa; 

•	 Lobbying of Federal Government to achieve opening 
of live bee exports to US worth $7.5 million to 
industry; 

•	 Establishment of Pollination Australia and an additional 
$500,000 in R&D research into pollination issues. 

Are these results not worth supporting? 

When we consider the benefits/achievements of AHBIC 
perhaps we should also consider the potential impacts 
that flow from adverse publicity in relation to issues like 
PA’s in honey and honey from GM crops and the role a 
fully representative Peak Body plays and has played in the 
past in addressing these threats. These issues could have a 
serious impact on all sectors of the industry, producer and 
packer. 

Beechworth, together with all others in this industry, has 
been a beneficiary to what AHBIC has achieved. 

2.    Beechworth’s reason for not funding AHBIC 
Goldsworthy states “In considering the request for funding 
we consider the return on our investment and whether our 
dollars could provide better return elsewhere.” Are these 
achievements considered such a bad return on investment 
for industry that funding is withheld? Instead, examples 
are given of Beechworth’s alternative use of funds for 
AHBIC, for example, funds paid to agricultural shows 
or the ‘Beechworth Experience’. These are similar to the 
corporate or marketing costs incurred by Capilano, in 
addition to Peak Body funding. Costs used in promotion 
of your company name and brand are hardly Peak Body 
funding. The edges get blurred by Beechworth when a 
donation or contribution contributed in brand marketing is 
considered industry funding. 

Some people may have interpreted Capilano’s recent 
decisions regarding funding of AHBIC to mean there was 
some disappointment in the performance of AHBIC. This 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Capilano has asked that this letter be published in response to an article previously published in the Australasian 
Beekeeper.  We have now received a copy of the article which is published for your information (see page 26).

could not be further from the truth; the only disappointment 
was that a situation had developed where Capilano was 
providing almost all of the money to run the organisation. 
 
Since Capilano made its decision to stop funding to the 
level that had developed previously, AHBIC has made an 
enormous effort to reduce its budget and has put forward 
a proposal for funding that consists of voluntary funding 
both from Producers and as a fixed amount from the major 
Packers. While in an ideal world it would be possible to 
have every member of the industry contributing to the cost 
of maintaining an effective Peak Body, in reality this is 
almost impossible to achieve. 

Capilano has committed to pay the $50,000 pa that has been 
suggested and feels it is a good investment in our future 
given the threats we all face as an industry. Goldsworthy 
says “Beechworth would be prepared to fund something 
that functioned in accordance with good corporate 
practice”, which suggests AHBIC does not. I will leave 
it to the Beekeeper Associations that run AHBIC to deal 
with that suggestion.
 
3.    Criticism of AHBIC communication 
Goldsworthy refers to the old criticism about lack of 
communication from AHBIC back to the membership. 
I do not think that is a fair criticism of the operation of 
AHBIC or the Executive Director but a reflection on sector 
body representatives who sit on the Executive whose job 
it is to report back to their respective organisations. It is 
interesting to me that this is the same criticism that was 
directed at the FCAAA for many years while it was the 
Peak Industry Body, despite almost every industry journal 
containing reports and updates on the activities of the 
FCAAA then, and now on AHBIC. 

4.    The NFF or FCAAA alternative 
Goldsworthy also talks about going back to just the 
FCAAA or joining the National Farmers Federation.
 
The FCAAA is only a producer organisation and has no 
representation from any other sector of the industry, so 
I cannot see how that would be of any use to her or us. 
Goldsworthy cited a ‘lack of rigorous work on determining 
our industry policies’ as the evidence of malfunction in 
AHBIC. But isn’t AHBIC directed by the appointees of 
industry (State Associations) voted into office? Are the 
FCAAA officers, made up of appointees of industry (State 
Associations) going to be any different?
 
AHBIC has already investigated possible links with the 
National Farmers Federation and it is not just a new idea 
that Goldsworthy has thought of. It is not all that expensive 
to join them but to have any work done to directly involve 
your industry sector within that organisation would see the 
additional costs all charged back to that industry. This is in 
addition to the membership fee and would result in a far 
more expensive Peak Body.
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Goldsworthy suggests “a workshop needs to be organised” 
and “let’s start by trying to generate funds for this”. To have 
more workshops as suggested by Goldsworthy is rubbish. 
The industry went through that process endlessly when 
AHBIC was established. AHBIC has worked pretty well 
to represent a small industry since that time, particularly 
while Capilano paid all the bills. It just needs others to be 
prepared to put some money in for the benefits they are 
getting. 

5.    The future 
Capilano has never had a vote on AHBIC’s Executive 
Council and has taken an apolitical stance – the beekeepers 
should decide and run their industry. The Peak Body is run 
by the industry and its associations.
 
It might be more pragmatic to have beekeepers support 
their Association that makes up the AHBIC Executive, and 
if they have questions about good corporate governance 
practice, they query their Executives who sit on AHBIC.
 
The results listed as achievements by AHBIC are entirely in 
the interests of the production sector and very much in the 
interest of the marketing sector – including Beechworth. 

Yours faithfully 

CAPILANO HONEY LIMITED 

Trevor Morgan
Chairman 
3 June 2010 

Proud to be a member of the new, industry owned, 
Australian Queen Bee Breeding Group

All Queens are reared from proven breeding stock

Queens are caged on a 21 day cycle in line with current research results
Queen Cells- by arrangement     Breeder Queens available

Payment :  Prior to Despatch 
Queens posted via Express Post Satchels

DEWAR CORPORATION
2157 Lake Moogerah Rd Kalbar   Q  4309

Phone: (07) 5463 5633   Fax: (07) 5463 5619
Email: dewarcorp@optus.com.auom

Foundation Member: Australian Queen Bee 
Breeders Association Inc. (est. 1985)

Queen Bees

1 to 9 ................. $20.00
10 to 49 ............. $17.00
50 to 99 ............. $15.50
100 and over ..... $14.00

The above prices include GST

HONEY CHICKEN

The honey makes the skin crispy and the chicken stays 
moist in the cooking juices.

1 chicken size 12-14 jointed into 4-6 pieces
Juice of 1 lemon
3 tablespoons olive oil
3 tablespoons honey
1/2 cup white wine
2 cloves garlic, peeled & chopped
A few sprigs of fresh thyme
Salt and pepper

Put the chicken in a large roasting pan with the lemon, 
oil, honey, wine, garlic and thyme.  Toss well to coat all 
the pieces. Marinate for 30 minutes, skin-side down (if 
you have time, marinate for a few hours or overnight for 
maximum flavour.  

Preheat oven to 200°C.  Turn chicken skin-side up in 
the roasting pan and cook for about 50 minutes, or until 
skin is well browned and chicken is cooked through at 
its thickest point.  Season with salt and pepper and serve 
immediately.

Serves 4

TRADITIONAL MUESLI
Makes about 18 half cup serves.

360g  oats
100g  wheatgerm
40g  hazelnuts, chopped
55g  almonds, chopped
40g  pecans, chopped
40g  sunflower seeds
35g  shredded coconut
90g  butter
80ml  honey
80g  sultanas
100g soft prunes, pitted and chopped
75g  dried apricots, chopped
35g  dried cranberries

Preheat oven to 180°C.

Combine oats, wheatgerm, nuts, sunflower seeds and 
coconut in a large bowl.  Melt butter in a bowl, add 
honey and stir to combine.  Pour butter mixture over oat 
mixture and combine thoroughly with a spoon or hands.

Pour mixture into two large baking trays and spread 
evenly.  Bake for about 15 minutes, stirring every 15 
minutes.  Swap trays between shelves after 10 minutes.

Combine with dried fruit and store in a sealed container.

RECIPES
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Take a deep breath and just write – even if it means 
outstretching your neck across the chopping block! 
That’s what I must do! The results of thoughts, research, 
reading, discussions and internal information processing 
and analysis cannot any longer remain internalised. They 
must be documented with the intent of stimulating debate 
and achieving better outcomes.  Debate, discussion and 
opening one’s mind to diverse thinking when practiced 
across communities or industries emerges collectively as 
fresh directions and new resolve to try again to improve 
on past performances. The emotional responsibility that 
comes with living, breathing, eating and sleeping Australian 
honey and our unique industry can be overwhelming at 
times.

As I interpret it, in 2010 the Australian Honey Industry is 
sitting on the steepest point of a knife edge. For some years 
we’ve been somewhere on the knife but the edge is now 
ever so sharp.  Over one edge is a world of opportunity, a 
fantastic product that fits all the fundamentals of natural, 
healthy food surrounded by a community that is interested 
in where their food comes from and wants a healthier 
environment. Over the other edge festers a myriad of ugly 
challenges each on their own almost beyond comprehension 
in thinking about; complex disease and health issues, a 
myriad of scientific challenges, increasing difficulty 
and complexity in producing products and keeping bees 
healthy, faltering and weary leaders unsure of what to do 
next and largely unsupported by the wider industry, lack 
of shared, agreed or well communicated strategic industry 
direction or actions, pathetic support for the problems 
from policy makers and governments, fierce competition 
from imported and even potentially “fake” product, and 
the list could go on. 

Living the “knife edge” is overwhelming because many of 
the issues on the darkest side of the knife edge have an ever 
closing window of opportunity in order to be adequately 
addressed.

Can things get any worse in terms of our inability to 
know what to do next? Or do they actually have to get 
worse in order for us to again, with even more resolve, 
work our way forward in making progress on key issues? 
I am motivated to act – and act I do where I know that our 
efforts and resources will make a difference – because I 
am a fundamental believer, as most in our industry are, that 
without bees humanity does not face a very nice future. Of 
course deriving our families livelihoods (and now carrying 
a large responsibility for many other beekeeping families 
livelihoods also) from this industry I am obviously also 
motivated to act in order to protect my immediate future 
and livelihood. The extra effort and financial investment 
that we make to promoting Australian honey and the 
issues we face is actually about trying to position our 
industry better for the future in order to retain and sustain 
Australian bees and Australian beekeepers. Why? Because 
viable Australian bees and Australian bees are the future 
pollinators of the range of foods that I enjoy eating and 
that sustain my health and the health of future generations 
for life.

Interestingly and thankfully I am not alone in understanding 
the importance of the role that we play. The International 
Risk Governance Council (IRGC) – an independent 
organisation whose purpose it is to help the understanding 
and management of emerging global risks that have impacts 
on human health and safety, the environment, the economy 
and society at large – recently identified pollination services 
as a project area. The council is made up some of the 
world’s most significant thinkers and senior leaders (www.
irgc.org). According to the paper titled “Risk Governance 
of Pollination Services”  (2009) “IRGC is concerned that, 
in comparison with other ecosystem services such as fresh 
water supplies, fishery provisioning services, and climate 
regulation services, insufficient attention is being given to 
the risks associated with the loss of pollination.

 IRGC considers that, although pollination is a critical issue 
that is well acknowledged within the scientific community, 
it appears to be neglected and insufficiently appreciated 
by policy makers, industry (particularly the agricultural 
sector) and the general public. As a result, IRGC believes 
that the threats to pollination services and related risks are 
not adequately taken into account, directly or indirectly, 
in policies and regulations that may affect pollinators and 
their habitats.”

Taking time out to attend Apimondia in Montpellier, 
France in 2009 also provided a global perspective on the 
urgent need for Australia to work harder to address the 
issues we face. The overwhelming envy of the international 
beekeeping community of being an Australian beekeeper 
who does not yet have to deal with varroa was absolutely 
amazing. 

Every international delegate we spoke to on learning we 
were from Australia proceeded to give us one “critical” 
piece of advice – “whatever you do, make sure you don’t 
let it get there”. Taking in the latest apiculture science, 
learning that “fake” honey was being manufactured and 
was very difficult to detect, and thinking about the future 
of our kids and the industry they might be inheriting gave 
us fresh motivation to try harder to do more.

The invitation of the Australian Prime Minister to attend 
a 2010 Australia Day Celebration with him in Sydney 
was my first opportunity to discuss directly my concerns 
that the Australian Government’s response and actions 
on issues relating to our industry and the need for future 
pollinators has been pathetic. I used the opportunity to 
remind Prime Minister Rudd of my message during the 
2020 Summit and to advise him of the identification of 
the “pollination risk” by the IRGC, an opportunity I am 
grateful to have had.

Needing to work at all levels, and with the belief that it 
will be interest from the general public that will eventually 
apply enough pressure on Governments to pull their 
weight, we then set about “refreshing” our Beechworth 
Honey Experience Tour to take in the topic of pollination, 
the need for bees and the problems they face. Since the 
launch of “Honeybee Blues” last year in Kyneton we have 

OUR FUTURE – is our action today leading to the best 
outcomes for our future generations? What should we be doing?

Jodie Goldsworthy, Beechworth Honey    Email: jodie@beechworthhoney.com.au      Phone 02 6033 2322
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which we believed would make a bigger difference. We 
have supported state beekeeping associations to promote 
honey at the Melbourne and Sydney shows for a number 
of years and invested our efforts into promoting Australian 
honey and our key messages through every opportunity 
possible and through the development of the Beechworth 
Honey Experience. We have also invested heavily in the 
viability of our industry through paying generous honey 
prices at every opportunity, even at times when we could 
have been paying far less. I can easily justify and would be 
largely supported by beekeepers that these measures have 
provided far greater results than if we had have diverted 
these funds and resources into AHBIC. 

Unfortunately though even doing these things does not 
negate the need for a well functioning peak body. It is 
my perhaps idealistic belief that if people believe in the 
results of something then they will support it financially, 
not everyone of course but I believe enough people will. 
It’s a difficult chicken and egg paradox without funding 
AHBIC cannot exist but people will not fund it if they 
don’t believe it is worthwhile. 

Sadly reviews, new leadership and the AHBIC executive 
have largely missed the opportunity to gain beekeeper 
support at a time where Capilano (rightly in my opinion) 
withdrew a large portion of its funding. If we want 
AHBIC we must collectively make it work and make it 
worth funding. Our position on funding has been to match 
the funding committed by our beekeepers and this has 
been dwindling.  I have communicated my thoughts on 
numerous occasions at the AHBIC table. Largely there 
are many there who probably hate my presence because 
my messages are so simple and boring. At the time of the 
reduced funding I agreed to assist if I could and offered to 
assist the executive in working through and determining 
industry policies on key issues and documenting a work 
plan for the coming 12 months. I was told that the executive 
would handle these things and that I would be called on 
if required. My warning was that unless beekeepers were 
given reasons to support AHBIC the window of remaining 
funds would be exhausted without any change. Largely 
this is where we now are.

During January and February Beechworth Honey was 
approached by AHBIC with a plan to fund AHBIC entirely 
via contributions from honey packers, seeking an amount 
of $24,000 and resulting in a total budget of $120,000 
from which AHBIC was to function.  It was explained 
to us that other honey packers had agreed to the funding 
model and that AHBIC had secured $50,000 from Capilano 
but the model was all dependent on Beechworth Honey’s 
commitment. In considering the request or any request 
for funding from any organisation we consider the return 
on our investment and whether our dollars could provide 
better returns from elsewhere. At the time I also explained 
my belief and investigations at that point in considering 
whether as an industry by linking with other like minded 
organisations we could be getting more cost effective 
results to assist with the tasks that should have been 
occurring through AHBIC. I openly explained that I was 
investigating the role that the National Farmers Federation 
(NFF) might have been able to play and was awaiting a 
copy of their strategic plan and membership proposal. I 
also expressed my concern in a funding model for AHBIC 
that relied on honey packers entirely where conflicts of 
interests were very real along with my concerns that the 
promised action plan and meaningful communications had 
not been forthcoming.

So after much consideration, thought and debate between 
myself and Steven Goldsworthy, the owners of the two 
pockets that the $24,000 was to come out of and the 
consideration of a counter offer of a lower amount we 
concluded and communicated verbally that we would 
not be funding AHBIC. Understandably there was much 
disappointment from Lindsay Bourke and Eduard Planken, 
two people whose dedication I admire. Deciding not to 
fund AHBIC forces a number of issues that would not 
be forced if reduced funds continued to flow and AHBIC 
continued to limp on without confronting the real issues.

1. Beekeepers must decide if they want a peak body

2. Beekeepers must decide if they do what they want it to 
do, what 5 key things they want it to achieve over the 
next 12 months and into the then future

3. The issue of the continued employment of a suitably 
committed, skilled and relevant paid employee. In-
dustry has previously moved a vote of no confidence 
in AHBIC’s current paid employee which was over-
turned by the executive but this remains a major is-
sue for the future support of beekeepers. Perception is 
reality despite what protection and justification indi-
viduals within AHBIC try to portray.  I personally feel 
very sorry for Stephen Ware – our failings to plan have 
set him, or anyone else who may have filled this role 
in past years, to fail.

4. Other cost effective options must be looked at to 
achieve the progress the key issues of our industry 
whilst this process is occurring.

It was most disappointing to note after the circulation of the 
AHBIC Memorandum Number 10.01 on the 16  March some 
AHBIC untruths were uncovered. The memo reported that 
“Despite our best efforts we still do not have agreement on 
long term funding of AHBIC. Following consultation with 
the Honey Packers, all have agreed to fund AHBIC except 
Beechworth Honey. Capilano’s contribution was and is on 
the basis that all other Packers contribute”. Dawn Smith 
from Honey Down Under immediately responded to 
AHBIC to say that they had not been approached and had 
not seen the plan and that Beechworth Honey had been 
wrongly singled out. One other honey packer has also 
confirmed that they had not been approached and were not 
in support of the funding model.  I am also very doubtful 
of the truth of the statement that “all have agreed to fund”. 
Quite frankly I am not sure that AHBIC even has an accurate 
list of “all” packers of honey in this country.  Despite the 
error AHBIC has to date not seen fit to make a correction 
despite issuing new updates and having the opportunity to 
do so.  Bit silly really, just lucky we don’t hold grudges 
– can’t afford to – the fact is grudges or misinformation 
will not lead our industry to where it needs to go! I believe 
that when the current funding dries up, and it will either 
sooner or later, when we reach rock bottom and enough 
people want to do something about it – an independently 
facilitated workshop needs to be organised and opened up 
to anyone with an interest in our industry. Let’s start by 
trying to generate the funds for this – I have had numerous 
beekeepers offer to donate a drum of honey saying “if only 
I thought it would lead to something I’d be happy to give 
it”.  If there were 500 beekeepers who thought like this 
we would not have a funding crisis, we would have over 
$500,000. Beechworth Honey would be prepared to fund 
part of something that functioned in accordance with good 
corporate practices if this is what beekeepers believe is a 
good starting point. It is not our intention to abandon our 
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been filming segments to update our tour.  The final editing 
is now complete and Easter 2010 sees the release of our 
new tour where the “future generation” from Beechworth 
Honey reports on the story.  Waiting at the end of the tour to 
listen to the first lot of unsuspecting visitors come through 
I was absolutely overwhelmed to be identified from the 
tour by a visitor and to be told that he would be doing a 
number of the things that we suggested doing and that he 
never usually writes letters to his local MP but would be 
doing so on this issue.  Let’s now hope that more people 
have the same reaction and that the job of educating the 
public continues at every available opportunity. This is an 
investment that we are committed to.

At an industry level I am extremely concerned that we do 
not seem to be able to “help ourselves” at a time when 
we really need to be functioning well. Our problems of 
the past have culminated today in a funding crisis of the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council which to me and 
many others is not surprising.  A poorly functioning peak 
body is one of the things that concerns me most because 
I believe that we cannot expect others to help if we can’t 
help ourselves.

My position on the reasons why our peak body is in 
the state it is in has not changed for some time and has 
before been on the public record.  In my submission to 
the Australian Government Parliamentary Inquiry in June 
2007 I wrote under the section  EXISTING INDUSTRY 
& GOVERNMENT WORK THAT HAS BEEN 
UNDERTAKEN FOR THE HONEY INDUSTRY 

•	 To date the Australian honey bee industry has man-
aged itself to the best of its ability, utilising a structure 
based on an historic state and national farm / agripo-
litical type model. As part of this model historically 
the marketers of Australian honey have played a sig-
nificant leadership role in providing direction for the 
industry.

•	 This structure only remains fundamentally sound in 
looking after the interests of the Australian honey bee 
industry production sector whilst the interests of the 
marketing sector are aligned with the production sec-
tor. This time has long past and the Australian Honey 
Bee industry structure finds itself in difficulty in man-
aging a number of complex issues that it faces. This is 
because for some stakeholders a good result is exactly 
opposite for another stakeholder.

•	 Further complicating the new confusion due to com-
plexity of market and production issues is the fact that 
the major funding source of the Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council, the resulting peak body, comes from 
one major company, Capilano.

•	 Difficult situations have arisen in the past and will 
continue into the future where there is a risk of the 
AHBIC being at odds with the interests of the major 
companies funding the AHBIC. The structure itself 
is robust however the funding arrangements at times 
have the ability to influence decisions made that im-
pact on the future viability of the Australian honey 
industry. To date there have been no alternatives to 
the funding dilemma’s of the peak body, however the 
broader industry perception of the impacts of this issue 
and therefore the ability of AHBIC to be truly repre-
sentative of the broader industry can perhaps be best 
measured in the involuntary scale of the “voluntary” 
funding arrangement. 

•	 Additionally in relation to the issues above the author 
believes the Australian Honey Bee Industry Council 
and state based recruitment, corporate governance 
and decision making practices should be rigorously 
analysed by government with the view to improving 
the effectiveness of these organizations.

•	 It should be noted that all industry positions, except 
the Executive Officer of AHBIC, are voluntary and 
current selection processes and skill sets may not be 
resulting in organizations and committees possessing 
the diversity required to achieve the best results pos-
sible.

•	 Many individuals have had negative leadership expe-
riences as a result of lack of clearly recorded guide-
lines, terms of reference, reporting requirements and 
expectations that were not clearly communicated.

•	 This industry will argue strongly that its structure 
is appropriate and the author supports that. In ad-
dition many industry leaders will not support these 
comments however past results and the current state 
of the industry clearly support the looking into pos-
sible improvements in regard to promoting diversity 
and practices that improve results for the industry. The 
ability of the Australian honey bee industry to tackle 
these hard issues and grow and support an additional 
group of leaders to supplement the current and tiring 
industry faces will be the difference between a positive 
future and a future of more of the same.

•	 Without the government’s investigation into the short-
comings of the existing industry decision making prac-
tices and lack of diversity all current and future fund-
ing is at risk of failing to deliver on the full potential 
or required outcomes.  Supplementing this investiga-
tion a mechanism needs to be developed to assist the 
Australian honey bee industry to address these current 
shortcomings through the outside assistance and facil-
itation by appropriately skilled persons experienced in 
such tasks.

•	 It is the authors belief that once this task is accom-
plished, the industry will be better equipped to help 
itself and existing industry and Government work will 
deliver better results.

•	 The submission contained within this section are in no 
way meant to be a criticism of any individual as the 
work of the many individuals is both acknowledged 
and appreciated. Unfortunately it is our practices, our 
old habits and our lack of being able to see how sim-
ply we could help ourselves that are our real prob-
lems rather than any perceived differences we have. 
We must strive for a more open and rigorous decision 
making process that is more inclusive of our entire in-
dustry.

To summarise my thoughts today, it is our lack of inclusive 
and rigorous work on determining our industry policies 
on key issues and formulating these into key agreed 
actions, combined with AHBIC’s lack of MEANINGFUL 
communication that sees it face the very real lack of 
funding that it faces. Beekeepers have believed this for 
some time, (but nothing needed to be done about this 
problem because of the generous support of Capilano in 
the past), that the way AHBIC functioned and their results 
were not worth supporting. Our company has largely shared 
this view and alternatively directed our funding into areas 
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industry it is our intention to ensure that the dollars we 
spend lead to the best possible outcomes. If you have any 
thoughts on this please email or phone me. 

In addition to this offer to industry via this open article after 
my investigations, meeting in Canberra and discussions 
with the National Farmers Federation Beechworth Honey 
is prepared to pay the National Farmers Federation 
membership fees for AHBIC, or if they  choose not to then 
FCAAA to become an associate member of the National 
Farmers Federation. As an industry we can join as associate 
members, or for that matter as private businesses (who can 
join also) if our industry body does not wish to, for between 
$1750 and $5000. The final figure is to be negotiated. I 
make the following case for industry consideration in 
offering to fund this fee.

1. NFF is not a replacement for AHBIC but would be a 
very cost effective means to progressing many of the 
critical issues that we face in a more professional man-
ner to Government.

2. NFF has worked with numerous other agri political 
organisations and whilst we may think we are special 
– the problems we face in terms of functioning well 
are not unique to our industry or AHBIC. NFF has the 
ability to support us and assist us to facilitate our way 
through this difficult period we face.

3. Of the NFF’s 25 objectives within its 4 key goals I 
can see common ground on at least 16 objectives. That 
means when NFF is lobbying governments on those 
16 areas they add the issues of the Australian honey 
industry as an additional argument for the government 
to act in these areas. The biggest area here is in bios-
ecurity.

4. NFF is a formidable lobbying body and has member-
ship on a number of key government advisory groups 
and are widely consulted by a range of organisations. 
They have the ability to open doors for our issues, at-
tend meetings with our industry representatives and 
suggest advise to us on how best to approach certain 
issues.

5. NFF have an effective record on handling a number of 
crises with the media.  They have trained media advi-
sors and could assist our industry in the event of un-
wanted media attention by making news killing hold-
ing statements.

6. Communication with other NFF member bodies could 
also aid our industry in working to achieve progress 
on issues which affect our industry, eg. Pesticide use 
and policy.

7. Given the possible value for cost to me this seems like 
a no brainer for industry.  

Should industry decide collectively not to take up this 
opportunity Beechworth Honey will certainly be joining 
as a member individually anyway so hopefully some of 
these opportunities can be progressed but obviously the 
impact to Government will not be as strong as if our entire 
industry were behind the membership.

As an aside to this investigation I was advised a couple of 
days after my communication to a member of the AHBIC 
executive about the investigation of NFF that “NFF would 
not be an option”. Surprisingly it seems that in 2 days, whilst 

I was still waiting for the detailed information to come 
through from NFF prior to me setting up a meeting with 
them that AHBIC had been able to analyse the opportunity 
and determine that it would not add any value. During my 
meeting with NFF in Canberra I was advised a phone call 
had been received from AHBIC and the membership costs 
and benefits had been outlined. Given this I am therefore 
expecting considerable opposition to this idea from some 
quarters but hopefully beekeepers will consider moving 
motions at their state conferences if they believe that this is 
something that should be progressed. Should anybody be 
interested in educating themselves further on this matter I 
would be happy to photocopy and pass on the information 
pack provided to me by NFF, please email me or phone to 
request a copy. NFF have also expressed a willingness to 
conduct an information meeting for our industry to assist 
us in analysing the benefits of membership. 

It would be possible for this to be arranged at the time of the 
AHBIC meeting sometime before or after the Queensland 
conference if there is will to do so. 

Thankfully, even if AHBIC were not to exist we still have 
FCAAA and very passionate state associations behind 
it. I am optimistic that there are enough people out there 
who will move to fill the void that will be left as AHBIC 
reaches rock bottom. I am confident that enough people 
will want better than we have at the present time and will 
move to act.

Collectively I look forward to working to be part of this 
with anybody who chooses to be open minded enough to 
recognise that fundamentally nothing is wrong with the 
structure of AHBIC but rather the function and be happy 
to be part of changing this. Hopefully the realisation that 
there is not the will within Government at this time to save 
us, that we must save ourselves will bolster the support of 
more individuals to try again with new resolve as I said in 
my introduction. 

In the meantime Steven and I will continue to do what we 
can by making the decisions to best utilize the means we 
have.  With this task of writing these thoughts completed 
I can now go and spend Easter promoting Australian 
honey – no public holidays for us - this is our busiest 
time of the year with visitors coming from everywhere 
to our beautiful region.  Long live Australian honey and 
Australian beekeepers! And I look forward to having my 
head chopped off and to talking to many of you about what 
we should all be doing!

BEECO PTY LTD
Family business specialising in:

• Traditional Australian style smokers 
Standard $66.00 - Jumbo $71.50

• Bee escapes $1.85 (set of 4 corners)
• Folding Wire Veil  $35 - Net Veil $8.10

• Prices GST inclusive - Freight/postage extra

David & Dianne Cahill
297 Glen Road, Warwick, Qld  4370
Ph: 07 4661 3527  Fax: 07 4661 3721

Email: dj.cahill@bigpond.com
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Industry & Investment NSW has established a web 
portal for communication of Myrtle Rust information.  
Please see http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/plant/
myrtle-rust
 
The website will provide an additional means for 
communication of up to date information with the public 
and external stakeholders.
  
PEST ALERT  -  Have you seen Myrtle Rust?
 
If you see Myrtle Rust on any of these plants, call the 
Exotic Plant Pest Hotline 1800 084 881.

Early detection is key to controlling this disease.

DO NOT move infested material as this can spread the 
disease.

DO call 1800 084 881 to report an outbreak.

Myrtle Rust (Uredo rangelii) on Agonis flexuosa, cv. 
Afterdark (willow myrtle)   Photo: Dr Angus Carnegie

A SERIOUS PATHOGEN
Myrtle Rust (Uredo rangelii) is a newly described pathogen 
that is closely related to the Eucalyptus/Guava rusts. 
These rusts are serious pathogens of plants belonging to 
the family Myrtaceae including many iconic Australian 
natives like willow myrtle (Agonis sp.) and bottle brush 
(Callistemon sp.).

Myrtle Rust was recently detected on the NSW Central 
Coast on three species of native plants:  A. flexuosa (willow 
myrtle) cv. ‘Afterdark’ and cv. ‘Burgundy’, Syncarpia 
glomulifera (turpentine) and Callistemon viminalis (bottle 
brush).

To date Myrtle Rust has not been found on Australian 
eucalypts

Overseas, it is also known to occur on Syzygium jambos 
(rose apple) and Myrtus communis (common myrtle).

The full host range of Myrtle Rust has not yet been 
determined and research efforts into the taxonomy and 
ecology of the pathogen are ongoing. At present, severe 
infestation has only been observed on Agonis Afterdark.

Myrtle Rust has been found on the NSW Central Coast and 
eradication and control measures have been implemented. 

Surveillance efforts are also ongoing in the surrounding 
areas including nurseries and bushland.  

How does Myrtle Rust infect plants?

Myrtle Rust infects leaves of susceptible plants producing 
spore-filled lesions on young actively growing leaves and 
shoots, as well as fruits and sepals. Leaves may become 
buckled or twisted as a result of infection. On turpentine 
and callistemon rust lesions are purple in colour, with 
masses of bright yellow or orange-yellow spores. Older 
lesions may contain dark brown spores. Severe rust disease 
in young trees may kill shoot tips, causing loss of leaders 
and a bushy habit.

How does Myrtle Rust spread?

Rust spores travel very long distances on the wind and may 
infect stands of susceptible plants many kilometres from 
the original infestation. Rust spores are also gathered and 
spread by bees. These are natural means of spread that are 
difficult to control. Humans can also easily spread Myrtle 
Rust in infested plant material including cut flowers and 
nursery stock, on clothing and dirty equipment including 
containers and pruning shears, and on contaminated timber 
products. Always practise good hygiene when working 
with native plants and general nursery stock.

What can I do?

You can help stop the spread of Myrtle Rust:

1. Report any suspected detection to the Exotic Plant 
Pest Hotline 1800 084 881.

2. Never move suspected contaminated or infested 
material unless directed by an officer of the NSW 
Government.

3. Always practise good hygiene when working with 
native plants and general nursery stock. Clean 
equipment like containers and secateurs after use.

MYRTLE RUST INFORMATION 
Industry & Investment NSW
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C. B. Palmer & Co
Protein Feed Cakes, Beekeeping supplies,

Beetek Plastic Frames & Foundation,
Excluders, Smokers, Hive Tools,

Feeders, Honey Gates, Candle Moulds etc.

Product catalogue:
http://www.honeybee.com.au

Rod & Karen Palmer
Ph: 0417 796 257 or  07 3495 7095

Email: cbp@honeybee.com.au

HARRIS BRUSH BUSTERS PTY LTD                       
Buy at wholesale prices   -  We have purchased all of Keortz wood working machinery 

8 &10 Frame Boxes/WSP, Lids, Risers, Bottoms, Feeders, Pallets, Shade Lids & Honey Box Socks
All Boxes, Frames etc are manufactured in Batlow NSW and made from Australian Pine - Delivery can be arranged 

Lot 2 Kurrajong Avenue Batlow 2730 PH: 02 6949 1000 - 0488 427 747 - 0488 728 843

Jz’s Bz’s QUEEN CAGES
- Money & Time Saver

- Improves Queen acceptance
- Quick & easy to place in hive

Plus:  60 Queen Shipping Boxes  
Banking Bars  - Queen Cell Cups
Easy Fit Cell Protectors
Queen Candy

 SUNDERLAND APIARIES
‘GAMBOL PARK’ PH: 02 6887 2202
 MINORE ROAD, MS6 FAX: 02 6887 2255
 DUBBO   NSW   2830

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS
The	Cost	Effective	Queen	Shipping	&	Introduction	System

Riccardo Jannoni-Sebastianini
Apimondia Secretary-General  -  Rome, 11 June 2010

Haiti is a Caribbean nation of 9 million people, sharing 
the island of Hispaniola with neighbouring Dominican 
Republic. According to United Nations data, Haiti is the 
poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.

On 12 January this year, Haiti suffered a catastrophic 
earthquake of magnitude 7.0, with the epicentre in the 
most populated part of the country, 25 km (16 miles) west 
of the capital city Port-au-Prince. Around 100,000 people 
lost their lives, while countless more lost their homes and 
possessions.

Bee hives in Haiti are made from the hollow trunks of 
palm trees.  

Beekeepers in Haiti have been successfully keeping bees 
this way for a long time, perhaps since Spanish or French 
explorers first introduced bees 500 years ago. Today, 

Haiti’s bee populations are apparently healthy, with empty 
hives readily occupied by bees from the wild honey bee 
population.

Varroa is present.

Apimondia is raising funds to support beekeepers in Haiti 
to rebuild their lives after the devastating earthquake. Any 
funds that you can give will be sent direct to beekeepers in 
Haiti, to support them as they rebuild their lives. 

Apimondia is working with Bees for Development Trust 
to raise funds for this appeal. 

If you can help please go to :
http://www.justgiving.com/Haitibeekeepers 

The pictures shown here are kindly provided by Bo Sterk of Florida, 
who is assisting us with this appeal. All pictures © Bo Sterk

APIMONDIA SUPPORTS HAITI BEEKEEPERS
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Suppliers of a full range of beekeeping equipment  
to distributors and commercial beekeepers  

throughout Australia.

• Queen Excluders • Galv. Hive Strappers

• Woodware • Bayvarol

• Honey Extractors • Galvanised Lids

• Plastic Feeders • Full Bee Suits

• Comb Foundation • Premium Leather Gloves

Contact us for our full up-to-date Price List by 
email: ecroyd@beehealthy.co.nz or phone or fax, 

or visit our website: www.ecroyd.com

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd

Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products

PO Box 5056 Papanui, Christchurch 8542, New Zealand 
6a Sheffield Crescent, Burnside, Christchurch

Phone: (03) 358-7498 • Fax: (03) 358-8789 
Email: ecroyd@beehealthy.co.nzwww.beehealthy.co.nz
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Suppliers of:

Redpath’s Quality “Weed” Process Comb Foundation  

Alliance (NZ) Beekeepers Woodware 

Lega (Italy) Honey Extractors and Pumps 

Pierce (USA) Electric Uncapping Knives 

Beeco (Aust) Stainless Steel Smoke  

Nassenheider “Fillup” Auto Dose Honey packers  

Ecroyd (NZ) Bee Suits

Redpath’s Beeline Apiaries Pty Ltd 

Trading As: Redpath’s Beekeeping Supplies A.B.N. 54 063 940 161 

193 Como Parade East, Parkdale Vic 3195, Australia 

 

Phone (03) 9587 5950 Fax (03) 9587 9560         

Email redpaths@redpaths.com.au Website www.redpaths.com.au

Opening hours:

Monday to Friday

9 am - 5 pm

Saturday morning 

(August - April)

9am - 12pm
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Pressure Cleaners & Boilers
Pressure Cleaners 240 Volt & Three Phase

from $2475.00 inc

Instantly  Heated. Thermostatically

Controlled Boilers to Run Your Honey Plant.

Easy to Use

LPG & Diesel Heaters & Dryers
LPG Direct Fired Heaters from $275.00 inc

Diesel Indirect Fired (no fume or flame) Available

Wet/Dry Vacuum Cleaners
15Ltr Wet/Dry Vacuum Cleaners from $450.00 inc

15 Models, Stainless or Poly 1, 2 or 3 Motor

Push Sweepers
30 Ltr Hopper

700mm Sweep

$985.00 inc

Pedestal Fans
635mm Blade

Oscillating or Fixed

$249.00 inc

SYDNEY ENQUIRIES

130 GIPPS ROAD, SMITHFIELD NSW 2164

Ph (02) 9725 4211 Fax (02) 9725 2631

Email: spitwaternsw@spitwaternsw.com.au

PROUDLY

AUSTRALIAN

MADE

PROUDLY

AUSTRALIAN

MADE
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Quality Italian Queens
From Horner and 

Better Bees Stock WA
Queens caught on 21+ day cycle

PRICE $14.00 each (includes GST)
For orders over 200, discounts apply

For orders and enquiries please call
02 6947 6838 or 0427 268 135

Email: stickybee@bigpond.com
PO Box 810, Tumut  NSW  2720

  BEEKEEPING
  	JOHN	L.	GUILFOYLE	PTY	LTD.

     
 email: john@johnlguilfoyle.com.au ABN 57 548 699 481

38 Begonia Street Shop 6 299 Prospect Road 2 Wells Street
Inala  82 Victoria Street Blair Athol Bellevue
Brisbane  Werrington Adelaide Perth
Qld  4077  NSW  2747 SA  5084 WA  6056

Ph: (07) 3279 9750 Ph:  (02) 9623 5585 Ph:   (08) 8344 8307 Ph:   (08) 9274 5062
Fax: (07) 3279 9753 Fax: (02) 9673 3099 Fax: (08) 8344 2269 Fax: (08) 9274 7142

PO Box 518 PO Box 4011 PO Box 128 Email:
Inala Qld 4077 Werrington NSW 2747 Kilburn SA 5084 guilfoylewa@tnet.com.au

Please phone, write, fax or email your closest branch
 for a copy of our current catalogue and price list

Q
U     
I 
P 
M 
E 
N 
T

 
  AUSTRALIAN      EXPORTERS
        ABN 96 078 192 300
 
 
Prices include GST:

Under 50 ....................... $16.50 each
50-99 ............................. $16.00 each
Over 100 (in total) ........ $15.50 each

              200 and over - Discounts apply

Package bees available September to October
 

Terms: Payment prior to delivery

 FOR ORDERS OR ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
WARREN & ROSE TAYLOR

1800 024 432 FREE CALL from anywhere in Australia

(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
or write: 58 Marshalls Lane, Blayney, NSW 2799

Email: aqbe@bigpond.com.au
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BEEKEEPING JOURNALS

AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL
For beekeeping information read the American Bee Journal

Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, 
including questions and answers.

1 year US$41.95, 2 years US$81.40, 3 years US$117.85
Please inquire for airmail - VISA, MasterCard accepted

For more information or free sample copy, write to:
51 South 2nd Street, Hamilton, Illinois, 62341
Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660

Email: abj@dadant.com    Website: www.dadant.com
The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly 

apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE
A. I. Root Co, 623 West Liberty Street

Medina   OH   44256  USA
Attn: Kim Flottum

Published monthly - Subscription rates:
1 year (international) US$38.50  
2 year (international) US$75.00  

(Discount for beekeeping association members)
1 year (international) US$34.00 
2 year (international) US$66.00 

Digital Edition $15.00 Australian
No Postage, No Delay, No Surprises

Go to www.BeeCulture.com for 
sample and subscription information.

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the 

Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.
Published monthly

Annual subscription:$58 Australia / $100 overseas
For more information and a free sample copy 

contact:  The Editor
PO Box 71, Chewton   VIC   3451

Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

The Buzz!
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $67.00)
For further information please contact:

The Secretary, SAAA
1 Parma Street, Pt. Broughton  SA  5522

Phone: (08) 8635 2257  Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
INCORPORATED

Editor: John Humphries
Phone 02 4982 8715   Email: suejohn@bmr.net.au

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER
Magazine of the National Beekeepers’ Association 

of New Zealand  - www.nba.org.nz
Subscriptions:   Jessica Williams

PO Box 10792  Wellington  6143  New Zealand
Phone: 04 471 6254    Fax: 04 499 0876

Email: secretary@nba.org.nz
Advertising:   Leonie Young

Phone: 03 455 4486  Fax: 03 455 7286
Email: sales@southcityprint.co.nz
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CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
Pig trailer new timber floor

Rego H-29400 till January 2011
3”ring hook up,  8,25,16” tyres
Newly painted & lights, T:1200 A:4500,   
Air over hydraulic brake, $10,000-00 inc GST
Phone: Mal Porter - 0428 375 383

FOR SALE
15.15 Ford Cargo - Well maintained.
T 6.50, GVM 14.00 T
Hydraulic/Electric Split Boom Loader
Can load triple and double hives together.
Phone:  07 5484 5299 or 0408 727 133

FOR SALE
S/S Honey Tank round, 1200 litre
excellent condition. $1100 ono
Phone: 0408 239 329

FOR SALE
RC30 Posi Trac Skid Steer Loader
2004 model, 750 hrs, 4 in 1 bucket
$20,000 ono  -  Phone: 0427 6 57 773

FOR SALE
ISUZU FVD 950
2005 model 26ft steel tray, 200,000kms
diff lock ring feeder, bull bar,  275 HP 9 speed
$80,000 ono  -  Phone: 0427 657 773
 
WANTED
Extracting Plant or Mobile Van
Prefer horizontal 40 odd frame
Any or all equipment.
Phone: 0431 212 863
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